TY 


>CERTAIN 


SPIRITVALL 


EPISTLES 


| Wruten bythat moſt Reuerend holy man | 


Dottor I. de Auila a moſt renowned 
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THE 
PREFACE 


d T isan excellent ſaying,which 
8 We finde in that divine booke 
SPY of CHRIST : The felicitie, 
which « 10 be obtayned in this life , conſiſts not, 
| in the being able to prenent or awoid miſeries, and 
| croſſes , which daily occurre ; but inthe patitni 
and humble acceptation and ſufferance thereof. 
For indeede, there is no ſuch thing as the 
not bejngencountredand croſſed, fome in 
one kinge, and ſomein another; ſome , by 
deſolatipns of minde; ſome by infirmities 
of bodie; ſome by want of remporall mea- 


= 


by derraction againſt fame, ſome by ſuites 
in law; and ſome by perſecution for Reli- 
100: For x he's lye as ſo manie 

nares , Whereby to intrappe our patience 
in this great Hoſpirall of the worl&+ d 
ſome men axe ſubje& to more of the! 
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| nes, ſome by vnkindeneſſe of freindszſome | 
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| ſome EE « Fang Who 
 Faronerime ar is not ſubie& ro ſome. 
The Labnefle cherkioke mult. be , to ſup- 
porte both ſuch as Almighty God, Shall 
either ſend for the RE: of our other 
| {ſinnes, or for the greater purification and. 
| perfetion of our owne (oules; or for the 
aduancemet of his owne glory otherwife,; 
and ſuch others alſo , as for the greater pu- 
nishment of wicked men, he shall permirr 
them to inflit vponvs; and to \upporte 
them ſo, through the Gucur of God,as not 
onely thereby not to forfeite heauen i inthe 
| nextlife, but toenable vs in the midſt of 
2% all our miſcries, to obraine a kinde of hea« 
F jucn,cuenin this, For I account it to bea 
| - | kinde of heauenin the crowdeof trouble, 
4 | not to be ouerweighed with the. burthen, 


4 | buttoacceprt, & be content withthe good 
| willofGod, andto afpire towards animi- 
1 | tation of the Paſſion of Chriſt our Lord, 
4 | & ro know and feele in our veryharts, the 
7 | ſubftantiall & ſauorie truth of that divine 
| | fying of S. Ican Chrifoſtome : 1: is 4 more 
'S on thing for a man 10 ſuffer for Chriſt, then 
1 By with him. 
1 
id 


 uvcleftos whereby we are to-learne irzis 
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now, as this doarine is divine, fo | 


he tt — , 


be. ) 
"FX" 
a - : 


| / a__ Ns er mer ſs - I ARC =1 | 
Þ | hard; and therefore weshall doewellto| | | 
vie the beſt meanes, we can;to take it our. | 


 Andfor my parte I muſt confeſſe, thar I 
hage neuer mettin anie Authour, withſo| | 
manie, ſo-weightie , ſo caſte, and praQiica-| . } 
ble conſiderations, and inducements to- 
| wards not onely the patient, but euenthe | 
ioyfull ſufferance of all thoſe croſſes and 
| afflictions, which can finde the way to vs 
| inthis world,asare delivered by FATHER| 
AVILA in his Epiſtles; whereofT haue | - } 
ſele&ed the chiefe , and choice, and made | 
them ſpeake with our tongue z rothe end, : 
that we may be the better taught, to beare 
thoſe burthens of affliction , which may E 
otherwiſe proue too hardand heauie, for | 
| our ſoft shoulders offlesh and bloud. And} 
I am confidently perſwaded that beſides | 
the entertainement,which the reader will | | 
finde therein otherwiſe,for his delight and | 
| guſt ; it will be impoſhblefor him, to haue | 
had , or haue a crofle of anie kinde, for 
which he $shall not heere finde ſtore of re- PL 
medies,and comforts brought to his hand. 
So thathe will owea diligent,and devout | 
reading to this ColleQion; ifnot for the 
8 | Aathor's or Tranflator's ſake , yerqtleaſt, 
I | for his owne. | | 
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14 LETTER, OF-TH& 
Authonr to a deere reind"of ws7 He ba 


bs; 


are fternell. What an ill hovers 
make , who-Looſes. that which 
pourly 


schewes how, great blindenes i # to} 
loofe eternall bhiſe for yy 7 
delights, F 


me HE peace.of out: Lotd Jefs 
7 eucrwithyou; I recei- 


WG o uedalerer of youryſomg daics 


| 
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> though I were very gladd., yet 
1. baye ——_—_ | 


more, to be there to-en| 
when 
higz 


which1 ue ſoc lovg Jebred,! beleockt brſcech.Chri 
that wee may ſce one anorher in heg 
Wow _ will be at'an _—_ 1 
who is. the true fulfilling of them; 

Sir I would HR defire, chat the finox 
ke of theis temporall things ; did ior blinds our 
harts, and hinder ys fragtthe ſight ware 
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an hichindeaen 


na Brkt eriow 
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Jy, paſt 5 written in Sex; whereof} 
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w—_ = » tet if our right eye be an occaſion to vs of : 


8 inp hr Galileo oaren 
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"SPIETEVALL 4Ep- 3. 
teen | 
xr hen che che}, orga. Wan be'v 


re his Tr ry [ef hisw mer |! 
F ler, whoe would ne proce 
thim NENay, x the ſentence of Chriſt | 


ſane”, wee mu pluck itout and coft it from vs. The: 

right eye, is the loue which we carry towards 
goods,or honour, or life,or freinds;which, if by 
the inordinate aboundance thereof,it be an oc 
calionto ys of fiane, wee are to eſtraunge our þ+ 


ſlurs from ie), undro utzef, leaſt otherwiſe] * 


po prob to coſt him his life. They who 


-freindſhip with that ſourrai- | 
rely ſucheman as will coufelſe, 
Rs had very cheape' , though ir 


will thinke © nee: comply both with their owne 
.and with the loue alſo of our 

Cont acnighat ly deceiued; For theis men lowe: 
as they alſoe loxe pooh 


| 'F 


| kord? Who ſhall be ab them; vnder 
| kit _ ut prin 1] ply derived fe 

ng riches in place, 
jig Yea coke ſoc tf res gr 

m cannat 's MEN.AJE f 
twithoutyerive , ſoerbar they-may por be wi 
-OUE Money, And'thas purchay- ly bt; into the 
Place of 4rhenes;and law hs lighr, 
-Q thatour Lord would opentheeyes of theis 
{| men 4 3nd hoy bircerly row y meeps, 
j {ecing how baddeschaungersghey had beene? | 
hr res 1 ad don which js 
rg percus,obmoreys _ 
parry not-perh þ -opta egy 2A 
of: God knee {rev py then thouſand » 
{eld gnd flew xphere tball wwe finde a true 
| ſcales to weigh every rhiag out; for-iuſt a 

: tie ehondpe mermmag eas thee far | 

iuein- es, Eg WL 
oY; \Mes fl oofrresthe heyeann Gembain eds; | 
Fetincd, intheirtepipor ſanss Bur wy 
hey,not with Ne dagger be ng:de 
FI aedic omoinhrels; whic dlmpors' 
tz They 

&e the womb 


ar 


. — -- uu. 4 or es 4s 
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LTVAEL b rag | 


: Carinotfve m ye 
the Jerome en may. have foie _ 
andiay Tamdeceiued,lerfoe greata wrong: 

this, bercitioued; 

18 Thicfoule;O men whichpou: are Robey ing, 
Hote worth then'all thatwhich can be 'g 

ou Arey + thereof; what doe youſ 
by payonin looſe your ſelues alo 10] 
what dot bn nan to ſce cucry bod 


good yif whats your Tetwes be wicked > wha 
Leg it profttyon, to: votre and prowe great 1 
prejudice to your. - 


ww. 


nt of fotrune, 
&52 and to'be ig 
OE. ackid\ | 
-- The day will come, infallib! 
when God will deſtroy. all Foy datt rd 1 
atidfor what ther will that ſerue, tro whi 
they have moſt prerended heere 2 O day of 
| | uingarcoutitefor all the daiesof onr lives, he 
Flictleart thow'confidered ; and therefore h 
| lirtle art thou feared, And men, inthe 'mes 
' Hrymerunne,with the bridle tooſe, and inth 
7-acy for the rin of this little miſe 
flower which i way gh 
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-  EPISTCE ; & 
had in rhis world. Whats this lite, bug a 
Gor \OUC OWNE £ houles reaching to the plg-! 
roy ron theenes' defire-to carr our throates; 
an cuery day 'we walke on:more and -more, 
andiir is OO hethes els, but! royvards dearh. 
{ Now who would beſotabluydly: aconMers- 
| te y' as that whenhe were to be <9 
CXECU ion,and that much. halt veete-wiedrodif 
patch him, thedelinquent ſhowld yer, fall i into 
greatafliqis, becauſe be were-not ſumptuoully 
cladd; or who:in ſuchacaſ7; yould artend to 
quſy himſelfe ut hearing ſome xelation; of 
te lives of ;or woulddelight himſslfe, 
| 1vpon ſome-publick enercaine- 
wi og 2, Ox wouldput bimſclfero 
ha whatthe-reaſonmight be, why mey/put 


not obebcirthares to him:,witha 2 
And yet haw man as try; doe Ra 4. tees vl 


-) deprived o who ( goeing , as 
ical doe, 19. norm ay} of their 4. foo 
þ pace faſter thither,chenany arzow | 
esout of abowe, )doe yer detainethemſeſnes 
joliſhly, ſome ypon. fine claathes;others, ypon 
arenaine paltry.ſmoake ad others, | 
rho grown at the hart, becauſe iuſt that 
theydefire, is notdone, And: yer thoſe 
very tain ivhich they deſire, are neiher fogh 
| obtaine truefelicity, nor hin» 
erchem fromfalling into ecernall miſery. 
"Oka thename of God, is this which hach 
Iv>,as that we ſhould make Tyme of 
,_ and Fternitie of I'yme Lf Pogo dave! 
A3.. 
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'Þ 65 JO nero ie; hh "x 
; themin hezaen., as if it y ere 
| veg _—_ d foc hauethey toi all their 
thiseranſtory work this wer 
here whiclnirnall av Sdgorls | 
pinto whoepallethrou hit like ftr 
{lect we 0 - muſt; and:-who faſten 
lure | asyponttheir Chatre y rt 
es Soft Ler'the tongue ſay wlapt | 
wat. bur our workes proclayme vs'to be: come 
| 4 f thiswortd lince we extreamety: deſive 
to b&accommodared, and eaiediobrs, and:(oll 
rake tive! hag wi thout be, we | | 
{iran in4 would; cal 1 
kev op bejofoplnion , char'gbe) ingdowgll - 
of heauen tray be obreyned withar any g T 
I 


! 


who'taketioſdpaines will fine chat Ritl's 
truſt enough r6dor,& char-ftiidybey inuſd ve 
tinucih a oe itwittifeonerbe rand © 
orive;and wine then will betonieof the red ut 

tellbperſoh;bir: thaithe w I bs al to looſe; J. 


{2bdUQ;; or cafes 'Per.chetrurobythnic eagn th 1 


10urlife is $very march of wraſtling,and 

Wwhoe wealdivemoſh: Apoſtle whe 
e , and diſs otdbgte himſe E hen 
fie his cYorbiie? Wee are nanny wedges 
the Pi4e35; ode1efſe thetch kingdom 

femen Vet #6 dllitey, who I i 
$ Prix, but"rhey one hetutine't 

| Whata mad Are#; whole f K 

+, Ele ed erode then hinkeutat hs wy 


CO r————  — —— — 
man whoe runnes a pace. Andit is, pot alefſe 
abſurde ſtrangeching ; that a:man ſhould en- 
ſnare hisſoule;with the heauy aflictiss. of fleſh | 
and bloud, which permitt him nor to flye vp, 
towards God, "A LICE | 
. God commaundes that to himx who. ſhould | . 
ſtrike thee:, vpon.one-of thy checkes , thou | 
| houldeſt turne the other, which is as much as 
to ſay ; that not onely, thou muſtyorreuenge | 7: 
- thy ſelfe, for the iniury recciued, bur thatithou |. 
art.to keepe thy hart prepared, to. endure an 
| other, ifir be gen, and {tillif another blowe 
| be offered to trne the other cheeke; thats, tg pre- 
| pare thy ſelfe for-enduting iniurjes, more and 
| more, inſuch ſort, that the other may be ſoo- 
nex weary of doeing ill , then thou of fuffering 
| it, fox thy goodnes isto be greater,then his mal- 
lice.But how then ſhall bee bee able,to-make a 
| lpeady.courtein thisway , who is fettered in 
Ml *h< chaines of worldly Honour which requires 
thatwe reuenge the injuries which are done vs. 
For as $. Gregory ſaith , Noe man feeles the weight 
of dishonour, but be who loves bis owne honour. And 
therefore. ifthis lone þe nor laid a fide. 3 how | 
{hallwe b#8eyer able to re. 
God command that wee mult xather dye 
then.commite a mortall-ſinne, how ſhall we be 
dle to comply with his will 'heerein , if wee 
cal nor of the cheynes of that inordinate love 
i ed wecatry to this life, Conetonſnes is a Chajne, 
os hich pertites vs not to live in good neigh- 
bourkood with others, Envy is « Charve , Anger is 
Ce ne, ems ng wes 4 . 
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; IT 11 ITY A L L a "—— - 
4 Cane ' ao lcerefa felwes is a Chaine,, and | 
 rogre ofall-thereſt.. What a fortiſh thing is 
therefore , fora manto thinke that hee, Arty 
_ thoſe things which his 0wne will ſug- 


is able to runne that carriere,wherein the 
ntsof God wi muſt runne, and whoe becauſe 


| heconrents bimſafe, chinkes thr God will a 


ſo becontented with i it, and 'who liuing after 
his ownefahion, will yer conceiue,that he may 


| nwbirs with God. 


- Away;aWay,lett vs awake at laſt for the lo- 
ue of God lett vs awake;beforc hell-fireawake 


| V8 Apid kett v3 knowe, thatthe hingdome- of God 
| 4 idden treaſwie ; and thar he who findes it 
|-jnuſt, beſtowe all tharhe hath, ypon the pur-= 

| "chaſe thereof) eſteemin hitiiſelfe more- happy 

| and rich it thts alone, then inall chings els. A 


'rhan who-hath a minde t6' gaine this kingdo- 
_ ts net bound to becottig batikrupt,0r to! 
*bur that which hon jcedes "a 'thar fo 


| fr noe” this king gdonie, hee cutr of alloccas 


' fionof inordinate he which he may nds 
a 


har wuge 0 to honour, and to a delicate 


IN 6, and in ; finees his owne poly 
riſt our lord will haye vs all 


. {we ma yaUnHE:on apace to: tim, A Gelns 
[ket bp vs. That-man ignaked , who houlds 
[Hife, and hisbeaour; laid vnder;and.in ſubiectic 
'Þrothe will 6f Chriſt our Lord, doeing-wh 
|-Chriſt will,and notchargwhich is ſuggeſted bj 


$03 honour ;an&who makes7as lig 


b_ Pecos ofgheſ ſe Sings ave had ehem no 


| | EFFSECES ESL... 
and is ready to caſt themall into a light fire, ra-| 
ther then to goe againſt the freind{hip of our 
Lord God, by committing ſoe ntichvas one 1+ 
ne. And though perhaps a man' may attend to 
the improue of his eſtate; it-muſt not be | 
for the loue, which be carryes to it; bur becaule| 

1 God commaunds it.If he live, it muſt not be be- 

cauſe he loues life as making that rhe end' of 

Þ bis care;but he muſt keepe it ;for the ſeruice of 

God; and ſooner throwe itaway , then offend 
him, If he be ro aparell himſelte, he muſt not 

[rake counſaile with vanity how -he may be 
8 | eſteemed for his cloathes; but with the word of 

our Lord which commaundsthat we vſe thein| 
not with ſuperfluity, burfor the ſupply of iult | 
neceſſity. Andſoethis kinde of man, doth not 
hould himſelfeto be his owne, but as one who 
belongs wholly to God. He cares nor, for what. 
himſelfe deſires, but forthat which God com- 
| maunds. He layes all things, and himſelfe with- 
to: be trodden vpon, vnder foot;for ſoc he | 
may hould God'aboue his head, God com-] 
-maunds-and hee obeyes ; God'direfts and hee 
18 |{ubmicts;and as the ſhadow followes the body, 
of | foe hee foflowes the will of God, © -. 

{-- Theis are true ſonnes of Obedience, to whome | 
ul it is promiſed , that they hall fitt ar the table of 
8 5d;'And that , as the true ſonne ſuffered by | 

Obedience, and entred-ſoe into his Kingdome, | 
doe the adopted ſonnes. mult alſoe enter. in , by 

{the fame meanes. There is noe coulout of rea« | 
; fon why a man, for hauing obeyed the orders by 
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of the great; Turke , ſhould goe to aske a re-| 


ward of the Chriſtian Emperovr ; and yet if hee | 
ſhould it would. be caly to make him this ati- | 
{yeare, Let bum pay you , Whome you bane ſerned | 
| And ſoe wall God an{weare them, whoe lived 
| heere in obedience to their owne appetites! 
\ when they ſhall aske him that reward 0 
Ory. j 
4 - os thankes dog we owe. to Chriſt our: 
Lord, for hauing warned vs'of this ſoe longe iſ 
before, that ſoc if we will-thinke thereon, well 
may not finde our ſclues deceiued by him, who! 
{oe deerely loued vs. His aduertiflement is this. 
| Nor every one whoe {41h 10 mee Lord, Lord, shail en- 
ter into the kingdome of beanen ; but be sball enter in 
-who doth the will of my Father , who is in heauen. 
What neede have wee of any more , \fince th 
{word of Chriſt our Lord can neuer faile > Ane 
who'is that man , who will not awake witk 
this, For the queition is nor now , concerning 
any earthly kingdome , but rhe kingdome « 
heaven; lince-noe'man- enters thither, but he 
who ſhalt have done the will of God. Let this 
| rherefate, beour ſtudy, let this be ourdiſcour: 
(e, ler vs counſaile mento this, and let vin fine 
obſerve vigilantly , if we doe any thing whicl 
cartyes not true conformigic, with the will of 
' our Lord.” And becauſe our owne watchfulne: 
will nor ſuffice, lett vs call ypon our Lord, ch 
hee may" afliſt vs, Let vs acknowledge out 
4owne nliſety, and let'ys cordyally implore 
. I metcie.. Qur lord who mult helpe- vs is ric 
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|fuch perſon, as that he ny hingſelf to ſuch | 
|as ſeeketiim,with their bares: And if we did 
| indeede knock & caltypon him, infallibly be 
{would anfveare & opentz0 vs. And he knoeks 
| Pdeede; who'knock+both by prayer, & by rhe 
| pode of vertue.” And he {hail be heard when | 
|[he calls, whiexyes content to! hearken to his | 
{ne hbour; whenhe was called ypon by him; | 
and whoe aſljſted him in his neceflities, and 
{1 who pardoned his errours, and who neither did 
{jill co him ,, nor refuſed patiently to ſuffer ill 
{from him... \l 9 plas. 


—_— : - 


- |2/Chw 1s the geteration of them obo :ſeeke vur Lord, 
ind they. cha{l-finde bim. Let vs thereforegoe, 
{and runnethis carriere, For happy are hols! la-;; 
tbours by which. are endured for: the obrey ' ning 


ofthis Crawne Andrhey {hall ſoone paſſe away, 
but their reward-is ro laftforeuer; Let vs lay 
| 7p our treaſure there, It will be highlyenough 
| for ys, to pofſelſe God ; and ire vs nor lobſeour 
tyme, for irwas not giuen'vstobeloſt, Bur ler 
q v3 live, tothe end char we may'cuer liuezand | 
{| foe wee thall paſſe on, from comamely ro-glo- | 
ry, from pouertyto plenty from baniſhmenrro 
our” owne' country \,'which we ſhall-poſſefſe 
through theeterparer of atlerernioes. Amen.” © 


'4 oP t0 4 Certaine F-aY; wha 


# treated of the Loue-of Gad tow-\| 
| ards inan, and of that Which hee «| 


wont:to doe cowards the thr jo of 
_ our miſerie. 


| 


. T HE Infant e ef whoe was bogs _ 4 
| ood ; make partaker 1 

fin = he wigs ſince he tooke' thoſe} 

n him to which we were ſubject; 
im to giue youthat lively fire of his! 
| om printer" er nw with a quick] 
| flame; fnce to-kindle-this loue invs, be came! 
| incotheworld; ſor poore; and ſoc froſen with! 
cold. How much more cold this Infancfuifers; 
ſoe much more warme doth he cloath our harts 
| towards the loneof him. And by how much} 
 ]che-more., we loue him; foe much che more ; 
; doe wedefireto ſuffer for him. For loue flyes |: 

{ fromeaking'caſe; as from a thing which is very | 
. | contraryto the intention and end thereof. . For | 
whileſt others are ſeeking for libertie, and de-F 
| light, he whoe loues abhors this, and deſires 
tobecternally a flaue,and to be cuer labouring 
For whome he loues. 
| I pray you-tell me , who .conſtrayned Al- 
'} + 41 mightie God to become man? noe other thi Sg 
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| buc ofeiy' Loxe: Who conftrayned him{-fince 
there was noe remedy, but that he would be- 
come man-)ithat he muſt; needes be borne in 
| ſoc hardandſoe bitter a tyme of the yeare, and 
inacountry where he was a ſtraugger,and in- 
| ſteede of a houſe, that itmuſt needes bein a ſta-' 
| ble; and allthis jn ſoc grear pouertie, and baſe- 
| nes, that he well deſerues compaſſion at our. 
| hand, Certainely; noe other. thing but Lowe 
| could have brought him as it were, all bound 
| from-heauen, tothe moſt pure wombe of our 
[| Blefſed Lady; and from that wombe,it brought 
| him ro thathard manger, and fromthenge, to 
| many other affliiops., and ſpe ar laſt ro the | 
þ Croſſe, where louing vs with much truth of 
|} loue, he procured that-we might truely.loue 
| trim; as himſcife had ſaid before, If 1 by exalted 
{'-rom the earth, I will draw all things. vp to my ſelfe. 
Exalting fromthe earth, ſignifies to dye ypon the 
Croſſe as he did. And then drew he all things to 
| bimſelfe;, by meanes of that mighty loue, 
which he Kindled in the hart of man, For, loo- 
king towards this true loyer, ſome have beene | 
| content to forgete their countries, and to live 
[| in contiquall pilgrimage;others to forſaketheir 
| eſtates, and toliue in pouerty; others haue offe- 
red themſeclues to ſeuerall afflictions, yea and to 
} death iq ſelfe,defiring rather ro ſafferfor Chriſt 
| our Lord the to a. 6 any way bur in 
: hims. And let his mercie be praiſed for cuer, for | 
that; amongſt them ; whoe through the noble 
{ }laue of the Crucifix haue forgotten all their | 
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| forrupes and themſelues withall, yomebeife mY 
| growne to be phe, not of yourſeife;burby'him} 
| whoe workes his owne glorievinyou.- And' 
| therefore be will hot leaue- yon'iw the weake 
|| hands of yagr ſeiſe alone, fince kc, 6 nor you, 
begin-che worke, 
| - You therefore my good lady; may well re-+ 
10yce, younay reioyce in-God,, finceyou are 
| well protefted? vnider a'mantle which is both! 
| ſoe ſoft, andſoe fironge; Stronge>ts defende: 
| you-from-your- enemies; and from youyſcife, 
whoe'are.the 'greareſt enemie'you have; and 
{ ſofr-or-ſweete to comfort you its: your aflic-! 
tions; and+o feelexhom!', 4 if-rhey were his! 
owne, and to giue yowparr of hishare , whic 
is foe. greately wounded with-loye' far you 
How-could our Lord haue expefted'& Suvbe] 
jor guarded, or fuſteyned you', if he had not 
loued youwirh great truch of loue>How'is it| 
] pofliblerharyour/finnies would norhaue pro-! 
.aokedhimto wrath, if there had nor beeneas] 
mucki/louc'ip him, 4s ſerued to make bim shur 
his eyestowardsthem., aridro openrhenttows 
ardsthe doeinig you-fauour 2 
: | But you will-fay,>How come I to beiſoe hajpiy 
us that-the eterndll king 4bould love mee , and for 
that veafon thould endure mee, and doe mee hs much 
206d infleede of ill. 15will anſeare you , whe 
you ſhall firſt hauerolde mee; why the fire bur: 
| nes; and-why che ſanne thines and why th 
| water*refreſhes ;/atid: why eucry thing is em 
| dewed with his owne' nature. And if you 
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the fire burnes. becaule it is fire, foe doc I alſoe 
tell you-; char becauſe God is God+, therefore 
doth hee. loue ys freely, and {hewes mercy to 
ſuch as deſerue it not, ,- + 7 7 
|| whereof ro glory ;, but the ſhame, and diſho- 
'nour, muſt be ours; andthe honor his. ' The 
good wee may enioye ; but theglorve muſt be | 
| his, For ſoe the angells funge waen the blefied. 
Infantwas borne ;-Glerybe 20 God us the heauens, 
aud' peace .to- men of goed will. Len vs giuethe- 
| glory. to the Lord of vs all, for'the mercies 
| which we hane receined at his hand; Glory be 
to-himybecauſe he hachdeliuered tvs with ſoc | 
much power, fromthe hands vfahemyro who- 
me wc had deliuered our ſelues., wirk foc miſe- 
rable aceſolution. Glory:be-to tas. _ | 
Vs.t0 -wee being out of his grace; and 
hi fataines vs., #tiderownes vs wick mercy, 
and with many-mercies, and whoe giues vsto 
vaderſtand , char bee will! finish that . in vs, 
which ;hee hath begunne. Far he-is wont to 
haue che -charge-and care of any bufines-, ro | 
whome- che honour muſt reſulr; and he whoe 
reapes the honour, muſt be content to take the 
care. And now lince this Bleiſed Lord ofours, 
will be glorified in vs, and will rakethe honour | 
of our vi&orie to himſelfe, he will alſoe rake |} 
thecare of our combart, and hee will enable ys 
to-paſſe through ir to him; andwilltye vs to | 
-anſelfe, with ſoc ſtronge a knort of loue, that | 
{neither life, nor death, ſhall diuide.vs, 
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|: (hfie will enable ys tolooke vpon | 
with open eyes and to shurr them Rd 
all ather chings,; and he will impriar himſeife 
ſoe faſt ypon our harts, that, for the loue and 
memory of him, wee ſhall for nn not onely. all 
other things; but our very {clues alfoc. This 


will he doe, whoe i is ſoe pittious, & ſor power- 

full, and his name is holy tramp apa hwy 

 ._ | loues vs morethen weean either ſay;or thinke. 
For his workes exceede all eecdd vai 

ding. To him be glorye for the eternitic eofal 


eternities. Amen.' - 
| Asforthatwhich you aske mee; concerning 
my health, it gocs ill with mec, finceI am'vr 
Oy hy of ficknes.. For jf 1 were noe very v: 
; our Lord would not haue taken 
mee , foe ſoont, as he hath rake 
| qope rae Lrehaen of yourletter ; ] anſwear 
that a; great fire , by how much the more it i 
(burr vp and-concealed, ſoe mach the Honeer 
burnes. + Chriſt our Lord makeyou his true; 
 faichfulldiſciple,thar ſoe you a x os for 
correſpond 'to that vnſpeakeaþle and 
loue 'of his, as I cordially deſire of kan fi 
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A letter to « rewerend arid veligious per-| 
| © ſon , encourating bim” towards the 
| ,. perfeF? loue of God 3 and repreſenting 
| | to him ſomit meanies for rhe obreyning 


| ., thereof... 
A La 63." yd > 
TT» Euerend father,Pax Chrifi. Since our Lord 
£X. leſus Chriſt is not plealed that, at this ey- 
me] ſhould be where1 might enioy the com» 
munication of your {elfe, and of thoſt my Mai- 
ſters the Collegialls , as I had wiſhed , lett his 
ame be bleſled for all, and inthe meane tyme | 
muſt endure it with patience. . Wherein yer, 
ate thinks ;I ſhall not be performing a fall | 
penance, for-itis abard thing for vs to endure 
tobe diuided from the. pe ons: whome wee 
Joue, And.in,yery truth Idid never ſoe muck] 
dchire to be aſliſted by you in ſome things ,as 
now, For I conceiue, thatit might haue proued | 
preatly to theſeruice of our Lord. But yer fince| | 
by one that loues, all things ate well taken; I | - 
will ſpeake a little to you-in abſence, till our| | 
Lord ordaine that wee may be preſent. | 
! :$ir-I much deſire that we may ſeeke God: 
io is our totallGood, and chat, not after any 


} 


ordinary manner, butlikeſome one whoe ſee- 
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and for loue whereof be ſells all that hee is 
worth; accounting himſelfe righ in pofleſling 
that a lone , inſteede of many other things, 
which he had before. | [4 
_OGod,o Lord, 6 thou the true repoſeof the 
moſt interiour part of our ſoules ; and when 
' | ſhall wee beginn, Ifay nortoloue thee, but at 
leaſt todefire toloue ther 2 When ſay ſhall we 
conceine adelire of thee, ſmch a one as may be 
worthy of thee? When ſhall verize be able to 
preuaile more'with vs, then vanity 2 beauty, 
then deformity? repoſe, theh! re{tles care? thie 
Creatour who is foe richly full, and all-ſaffi 
cient, before the creature, whoe is ſoc very em-' 
pty,; and poore? Dearc Lord, and whoe , at 
length, willopen oureyes, that we may knowe' 
tharthere- is nothing out of thee,, which either 
hath any cougtenance initſelfe , or is ableto' 
ive any true contentment to vs 2 who will 
make ſome little. diſcouery of thee to vs; that! 
ſoc beingallenamored of thee, wee may goey 
may runne, may flye,and may remaine eternally 
with thee? 
| Woebe to ys, for wee are extreamely farre 
fromGod, and wee are in ſoe little paine fot 
that diſtance, as that'wee can ſcarce be ſaid td 
feele ir. What isbecomeof the profound ; and 
tender ſizhes of thoſe ſoules,; which had tafted 
o8ce'of God, and wereafterwards eſtraunged 
liztle:trom him 2 what is become of ra, | 
adection , wherewith Dauid ſaid: If 1 shall 7 
 etpe to mine eyes . or ſlumbering to'myne/ eyelids; 
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[ haye found 4 houſe . wherein our Lord may dwell, 
 Andtliis Þ»uſe wee our {clues are, when wee del- 4 
troy not our ſelues, by ſcattering our barts vpon | 
variety ofrhings, but recollect them tothe vnity 
of one deſire, and of one loue,'and then ir is, 
that we ficide our {elues, and are indeede the hoy- 
ſe of God, =o Ret , 
| * For my part, I belecue, that he ſaidtrue who 
affirmed the cauſe of our tepidity to be this, 
That he who hath not taſted yert of God, doth! 
not knowein very deede whar it is,either to ha- 
ue hunger or ſaciety. And ſo wee are neither 
hungry after God, nor are wee entirely ſatisfied 
by creatures ; butwe remaine as certaine frozen 
things, being neither heere, nor there, full of dul- 
nes, and diſcouragement; & withour all calte of 
ſpiritt,and fitt to cauſe a vomitt in his ſtomacke, 
wholikes not ſeruants who are Luke warme, but | 
defares. to baue them inflamed with the' fire of 
| lotie, This fire himſelfe brought into the world, 
| and deſires nothing but that it may burne'; and 
| to the end chat it may doe ſoe, him(elfe did but- 
ne, and was conſumed vpon the Croſſe, like that |. 
redd Cow, which was carried out of the campe. 
| And this he did of ſert purpoſe, to the end that 
wee , taking of that wood. of the Crofle vpon 
our ſelues, might make a fire, and thight wacine | 
our ſclges, and keepe correſpondence with ſoe| | 
greata lover, with ſome love of ours ; confide- || 
ring ho iuſt a thing ic is, thar we should be}|.. 
wounded by the ſweete datt of Joue, fince wee 
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| Icisburreaſonthar wee beraken by the loue | 
' | of him, who wastaken thereby for vs;& deliue- þ 
redouer for our-ſakes , into ſuch fierce hands, þ 
Lett vs enter into that prion of his loue , Ginice 
- he entred into the priſon of ours, and thereby | 
was made as tame, as any lambe, befare them | 
:who treated him foe ill. And this, priſon was} 
that, which tyade him remaine quiet ypon .the | 
Croſſe. Fox more ſtrange , and rude, werethoſe} 
rgpes,andpriſons of his loue, thenthe nailes and} 
ropes which reſtrayned his ++ "90h Theſe later, | 
layinghould butypon his body , bur his loue 
being that which ſeized his foule, Andtherefore 
lettour harts betyedby hisloue (thattyeof ſal-| 
| uation)and lett vs nor defire ſuch liberty, as may. 
carty vs out of his priſon. For as heis very ill in 
'health, who is not wounded, and made lick of 
his loxe : ſoe is/he very ill at liberty , whoisnor 
reſtrayned in that priſon, Lett vs now refait him 
noelonger, let ys yeild our {clues conquered by 
his armes,, which are his benefitts , whereby he 
procures to-kill ys, that ſoe we may, euer liue 
with him, He defires to burne vs vp, that ſce 1h 
old man who was conforme to Adi being c6ſumed, 

| thenew man Who is conform to Chriſt our Lord. may 

| riſe ag.4inebylone He deſires to melt our hardnes, 
to the end that as vpon mettall which is made 
liquid by heate,that forme is imprinted whichig 
delired by the worke-manzſoe wee ( being ſofts 
ned by that love , which makes vs melt by he 
ring-our beloued ſpeake to vs)may be ready; 
without all reſiſtance, that ſoc Chriſtour Log 
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may imprimr ypon'vs, whar-hgure Shall be moit 
pleaſing to him, Now that figure, which he de= 
| firesroimprint, is noe other then that of Lowe.For 
Chriſt our Lord is very Lone it ſelfe; & hecomannded 
that we should loue one another,as he loned vs, And S. 
Pavle tells vs ; that we muſt foe be in love with 
Chriſt our Lord, as he loued vs ; and delivered | 
|| himſelfe vp for'vs. Soe that vnlefſe we love, we 

arevnlike him ; our countenance hath noe re- 
| ſetnblance to his, bur we are poore, naked, blin- 
de[deafe,and dumbe,and dead. For love a lone, is 
that which quickenes all chings, and lone is that, 
which is the ſpirituall cure of our ſoules. For |-* 
| the foule without love is iuſt ſuch a thing as the 
body is; without the ſoule, 

Ler vs therefore love ,and we shall hue, let vs 
lone and we hall grow like God ;nay we sball: 
wound hith, whoeis'to be wounded by lowe a- | 
lone. Lett vs loxe and all things shall be ours, fin- 
| ce they areall co ſerue vs, as it is written, They: 
| that love God 5ball prone well in all things. If we 

loue this love , letr vs apply the axe of diligence, 

| to the roote of our owne ſelfe-loue, and foe bxin 
this enemy of ours to the ground, Whathane we 
of our ſclues!let ys hedge our ſelues in God, and 
make noe account atallof any thing els. Lernot 
our owne loſles trouble ys , but the loſſes of. 
| God, which arerhe ſoules whodepart from him, 
Arid becauſe it is a hatdrhing;for amanto leaue' 
to lee himſelfe, ler ys ſhed many teares, where- 
by it may be made eaſy for' vs, to dig vp 1 
earth. Ler ys groane out to God, from the very | 
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profoundelt of our harts, for out teares doe euen, | | 
wound alniighty God, though they be ſoe wea- |} 
ke,and ſofr,and though he þe omniportent, þ 
+ Lett vs enterraine good thoughts , for as || 
Damd (aith ; My thought w 4 very fournace. Bur |! 
aboue all let ys place our ſelues, and nat come | 
quickly out againe, but make our habitation, in | 
. | the woundes. of Chriſt our Lord, and particu- | 
larly in-his ſacred fide. For there his hart being. | 
deuided and peirced for vs , will receiu& urs | 
into it, and (oe it will growe warme, through | 
| the greatnesof his loue,” For whoe can remaine mn | 
fire, and:not growe ware, at leaſt to ſome pro- | 
rtion?.O that we could dwell there, and how | 
happye should we be thetein? what is the rea-] 
1 ſor that, we depart thence ſoc ſoone2)Becauſe 
| wetake not.yp thoſe finelodgings, in that high 
| mountaine of the Croſſe, where Chriſt our Lord 
'| was transfigyred indeede , though not towards 
'| beauty, but, towards deformitie , baſenes and 
| dishonour : which lodgings are grantet] to vs; 
{ nay-we aredeſired to take them, though thoſe 
other three -tabernacles which $S, Peter. defored, 
veredenyed to him. = 
: If ſome little {parke of this fire be kindled : 
in-our hatts.; let vs take great care , that, the; 7 
inde blowe ic not out, finceir is ſoe little. Let: { 
le 


vs couer it with the ashes of humilicie , let,vs 
hould our peace and hide it, and ſoe we $hall 
hnde it ſtillaline, And we muſt, dayly add ſome 6 
wood to it, as: God commaunderh his Preiſts to ol 


1 doe. And that ſignifies ro vs. the daeing pf gov 
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i workes: and the nor: lookogof any ys and, is 
aboyeallthings,, we muſt approach ro rhe. true 
fire which may kindle andenflameys, and this 
| is leſ@ Chriſt oug Lord, in the Bleſſed Sacrament. 
Let vs open the. mouth of our ſoule, 
which is qur -defire , and [let vs goe all. ga» 
| ping towardsthe fountaine of luing water , fox 
ſoe-without doubt, if we take hony-i into,0ur 
mouths, we $hall haue ſome taſte thereof. And 
gf the fire bein our boſome, it wall heare 
both before andafrer we communicate; | 
{t vſe ſomeprepararions, and reflections; 
| and there woo oh any better , 3hen a lively 
{ Faith , that we goe then tg.xecciue le/wa Chyaſt 
our Lord together with a conſideration ,apd 
loue of his paſcion, lince that, mijerie Mo 
tured, in memory thereof, Being thus refreshed; | - 
lett vs then prouide our ſelges tor, our ; COS 
nicating the next. tyme after.For he whoc/age 
pee ares himſelfe, for the preſent: tyme ,, / 
me-finde himſelfe- well prepared. - oA 
.Letys therefire ruone afrer. God, for we may, 18 
be ſure enough, that he will not fe from;y$ 1 
He is AE the Croſle, aud infallibly weil: 
Shall finde doch Letys conveight himi 
— and then shutt the doore, that bg 
face here al Let ys dyc roall vilible F * 
there will, come. a tymue', wv hen we gulf 
leaue them perforce. WEAA 
Let vs:reneww,our ſelyes.in newnes of are | Eph. 4 


hince we ved.ſoc, loi rding'to. 
old: bane by . En Ik | 
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 loneof Chriſt our Lord, who's the ſoucraign ; 
| 960d; Andallthis is to be obteyned by humb 
prayer, and perſeucrant endeavour, Mote- is 


then doth proceede ofqheſoule. It is niore for it 
rs be mouedand(&diſpoſed, then toworke whet 


impediments, and compoſe our owne” harty 
within our (clues, expecting Chriſt our Lord 
| there; who enters when thegates are chilike\,1 

: + vilit and comfort his Diſciples ; and ſoey 


doubt, he will come to vs.” For David faith of 


eaves harkened to the preparation of 'his bart. Ant 
 finee Chriſtour Lordis principally he who mu} 
| workethis it vs, 'We hatie noe reaſontodiſtruſh 
| bur'raking courage and confidence in ſuch' 
cedfiduRor as he is; let vs beginne'to ruhne that 
courſe with feruour, which ends not,bytinthi 
| Gbeeyningof'God!! - | 4 
 Andif we &atitiot {oe ſoone, make our harts 
isſubie& ro'vs as we would, lert'ys yet endury 
-1 tt with patience, wll God riſe vp 41d ſoe our ents 
|-mies may full, end { he awake, and commannd th 
{ies t#calme 3+ felfp.” But then on the other (id 
his expreſſepleafare'ts, that we hane confident 
- | inihim, cuen in The- greateſt *remprarions,”} 
j <bough our lictle barkes should be 'ypon tl 
|| yery point to fincke. 11.119 "a 


1}, Let'vs not therefore be diſtutbed” , or di 
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| trouble which this continual warrevines vs, 
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 receiued ithto the ſoule from wirhour the ſoule;' 


that is done. And therefore let'vs &mout'all 


bithy Our Lord beard the'defire of the poore , and bi 
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| threatnipg that we ſhall be overcome. The! 
| day. will asfiue,, when God will put this coun- 

try of -ours into peace when, wee shall fleepe, 
without'any body by ro'weke vs. And.how, 
ſince this peace cannot beobteyned yet, ir wall 
|| be a better courſe for vs, to goe (weating and 
ftrigiogts roote.out our alſe6s , then to -keepe 
our ſelues int 'eaſe , and to content our felues 
th leading a tepid life ; for the auoyding of 
which the ſeeking of perfection 
wounpurys to; But fir{Flett'ys vtterly diſtruſt 
| ourſelues; and'\confidein'God' and let 'vs be- 
| ginnein the name, aindpower of the omnipo- 
tent,” And this begining of ours shall be bum:- 
| hte, which is figured inthe-abes that we take; 
and our end ſhalbe love, which is figured in the 
{reſurreftion of our Lord ; andſoe we shallin- 
| ioye both a good lent, and agoed Eaſter. 
In the meane tytxie TKilſe the hands', of all 

'| my Maſters your Collegialls; and 1 recotninend 
| myſelfe to their prayers; Andſay you'to'them' 
| inmy name;that I beſcech them char we may 

louebothi God, and our ticighbours ,in'gree 
| meaſure, Thatſoe at Re diperedarmnieperd 
| may Know well how to anſweere ; and that we 
| may be made doGours 8& be receined intot 

| Colledge ofthe Angells, and Saints, wh 

shall cuer;ſtudy the bookeof life, whichisGod. 
| bimſelfe, who will for cucr ſtand open befofe 
| oureyes, that we may knowehim, & louchimn, | 
| and for eger be in poſleſſion of hitm. OurTord 
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A Letter of the Author ta 4 certging lady, 

|.  Shewes,how the hunger of our hart Fond be /« 
esfied bat by the ſpirit of our lord, 7 

_ maylodge huwſelte therein, requires wy k 
free. from all afſeftion to CYEALNTES. 1 ws 
tepid and negligent perſqng greiue bam 

| bow the Feaſt of 1 y. Ghoſt :5 4 very g 
preparation for the Fea if of Corpus: C hiſt 
which fallowes, | 


iFADAM :, I defire to Know: how your 
&hart ſtandes. affe&ed at this- tyme.) 
For if wee looke/to- the weeke , wherein 
wee are , it is belonging to the bely Ghoſt, 
whoſe! property is-to giue light to,the vader: | 
ſtanding, andtoinfuſc loue into the will ; and 
cuenſitrength into.the body alſoe;by meanes of 
| which three loaues of bread , we han haue ſo- 
me what to ſet before our freind; who comes 
| nupgry,and weary from the high way, For thi 
that our bart feeles (which walkes asif 
were outof it ſelfe EI x imployes it ſelf 
pon creatures )this holy Ghoſt is wont to. tak 
en Oaeen tn cad of fulnes, apd ; 
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tisfation, And woe be tovs, if we feele not 
that great defect , which is inthings created; 
and if we conuertnor,our {elues to god in our 
very karts ; atleaſt now when they are weary, / 
with findingimperfeRions, & wants, intholc | 
things, wherein we hoped that they might ob- 
taine repoſe. 4 
O my deere God , and when ſhall we main- | 
taine our ſoules in _perfed faith and' puritic | 
towajdls thee , and-be gncerely loyall to leſw | 
Chrift our Lord , who isthe ſpouſe thereof, gi- ; 
ving him our loue, all intyre; and wholly tre, } 
from mingling 'itſelfe with the bafenes of cre- | 
atures? W hen ſhall webe able to vnderſtand * 
this truth, that he who is to owne our ſoules, ' 
is Chriſt our Lord, and that he created ys for 
himſelfe, and that he onely is fitt for vs 2 Is it 
not enough, that we haue tryed ſo often by ex- | 
perience , how ill the world is wont to ſerue 
vs; andthat our foule. could. neuer finde any 
true repole or peace, bur onely when-coming 
to knowe her owne miſery, and poorenes , it 
went to God., and was imbraced by him. Is * 
not one of thoſe ſhort fitts of tyme more worth 
then their whole life, who ſacrifice themſclues 
toyanitie, and to the confuſion of this igno- 
rot world, wherein they liue 2 Or ſhall it not | 
| now atlength bee tyme to ſaye to all things 
| created, I know yo# not, that. joe I may promide « ' 
| cleave and.readyplace , for the reception of dim, who 
| created you all of nothing? 4 Fr | 
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with a Holy gheft, which is ſoe very hely, as tha 

he would not come euen to the diſciples ther 
ſelues of our Lord, tilleuen his owne pretiot 
body were taken our of their ſight, That ft 
{ we may know the condition of this holy ſp 
rit tobe ſuch, as that we mult prouide a tem 
ple for it where noe other thing may dwell , + 
els it will not, enter there. And T am highh 
lad, that you by the grace of this /pirit, wil 
auc prepared your felfe ; and that you will 
hauereceiued him, and that you, and he , art 
| well content with one another. Reioyce ye 
| with this Holy ghoſt, for he is loy itfelfe.” Ar 
| remember, that the Apoſtle S. Pawle requires 
vs, not 'to contriſftate the holy ſprrit of God , woerel 
wee are marked ont, for the day of redeption , which 
is of the it nt of the latter day, ; 
) He contriftares this Spirit, whoe with adu 

| and deieRed hart, goes faintly and negligen 
about his ſeruice; & whoedoth rhings, which 

| diſpleafe this moſt ſoucraigne gueſt, whoa 
himſelfe is fire , ſoc will be haue bis ſeruant 
full of feruour, and requires that he goe abou 
1is worke , with great4ife. And'that he cue 
ve caſting on the wood of good workes , and 
{| blowing it wich holy 'thonghrs, chat foe th 
celeſtiall fire, may notbequenched in vs, fine 
our very life confiſts in keeping it alive. Ati 
- | foeif we maintaine this firein vs;it will main 
| rainevsin him, though yer ſtill it be true , thy 
hefirſt gives vs that , which afterward we. pit 
totins So thar, in this reſpect , your ladyih 
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will haue beene fedd at a good able, this wee- 
ke; ſince you will haue celebrated, the Feaſt of 
the boly gb-ft, not according to flesh and blood, 
asthey dde, whoe vſe ta. content themſelues 
with the talke and tumult of great Feſinines, 
but you will haue celebrated it, in Spirit , ac- 
cordingtothe aduice of our Lord, who requi- |- 
res tobe Spiritually adored. - 
| Lett vs now conlider how it ſtands with 
you, concerning theſent & odour of the Feſftt- 
wite , of the Body of our Lord, which is now 
'neereat hand. For it will be anextreame fha- 
me, for a Chriſtian hart, not to hunger and 
aſpire , toward this boly bread , before the Feſti= | 
ie it-{elfe arriue ; ſince the three kings thoſe 
wiſe men of the Ghoſpell, had a ſent of itſo farre | 
of ; yea and the Propbetts, and Patriarcks had 
'thelike a longe tyme, before his Incarnation. 
What more happy newes can there be, then ro 
ſee Chriſt our Lord, paſſe amongſt vs in our 
{treetes, and through our hands communica- 
ting, and conuerſing with men? Ang to haue | 
him ſett before our eyes;& to finde him (who- 
me neither the whole carth, nor allthe heauens 
can comprehend) ſhut within the. narrow 
curtaine of the accidents of bread , and after all 
this, to make his encrance intoour vnworthy 
woekull breſts, | | TR 
|. Take heede you heare not this newes with 
veate eares;but awake your hart, and require it 
be very attentiue to ſoe great a fauour,, and 
worke of God ; and that it inſtantly caſt vp, 
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whatſqgeuer other: meate it may Fans fwa 
lowed; that ſoe being fulFof hunger, it mi 
grow all full,ofthis celetall pread, where vpe 
the Angells feede: And bid it be fure, to wat 
now, that ſoe it may not then fall alleepe. A 
| lince it is the worke of the boly Ghoſt you mul 

begg grace, whereby you may be able to find 
the effect of that Feaft of the body of our Lort 
which was conceined by the ſame holy Ghoſt, A 
ſoe when that Feaſt of his moſt bly body ſhall 
| be come, the Holy Ghoſt wiltalſoe come with 

it; becauſe the Holy Ghoſt deſcended into thi 
world, through the” meritts of Chriſt 'ouf 
Lord. And when his Body ſhall be giuen VS 
we {hall receiue the holy Gol, nbd «+ with 


it; ; according to the rate of that good difpoli 


tion , which we-hall haue. Soe that © 
Feſtuarty mult helpe and be a preparation fc 
another ; and muſt giue vs hunger to - feede 
vpon the truite of the other, For it is. not 
heere as it happens in the banquets of thi 
| world ; vhich are made by fleſh and bloud; 
Where they whoe haue fedd Full , at noone 
haue noe minde at allto their meate at nigh 
But the ſoule goes feeding with afreſh a 
tite , from one Feſiurte to another ;*an for 
that is accompliſhed , which God promiſed | 
' The threasbing of your Corne Shall laft ull you a 
ta vintage hy till thenew time of ſeede , aud y 
hall eate your bread in aboundance. 

The goodnes of God beblefled, which{ 0 
liberally prouides for vs; and. chat, notins 
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| meane falhion, bur b y gluing his very. ſelfe to | 
'vs, Theſonne is given to.v$, and the Holy Gboft 
for his ſake; andtheſe two perſons; giuingthetn- 
' ſelues; the father cannot chooſe bur be alſoe 
giuen, 1o fine the Father., the Senne and the 
Holy Ghoſt are ours, Wee already begin, euen 
heere , that mutuall contract, which we areto 
'perfe& in, heauen, Let'ys giue him humbly 
'thankes, for lis mercies, Lett vs prepare our 
(clues for the receauing of new fauours and 
'with harts exalted abouc'theearrh, let ys cele- 
'brate the Feſtinities of heauen, tothe end chat 
we may. paſſe from thefe temporall Ioyes ; to 
thoſe eternall , wherein I humbly beſeech our 
Lord thatyou may oneday ſee yourſelle, 
Amen, 
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| ron ,and I could wiſh;that the ſame Apoſtle $; 
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| 4 lerter of the > t04 <ogin lady 


. Who. ashed of him What. Charltie e 
was. He anſyeares to her den 
and shewes her the Loue, ni Cha! 


haue in vale: 


' 
3 


Ey ov T ſpouſe of Chriſt our Lotd ; ;you Y 

aske me in Neg letter, what Charitie is; to 
the end that you may ouide your whole lifethe- 
reby. For the ſaying of the Apoſtle $, Paulei 
true , and whatſoener wee doe without Charitie , is 
nothing. worth , though wee sbeuld deliner out: 
bodyes into the fre. Your demainde is very 

aule,, whoſe ſentence moued you to aske m& 

the queſtion, might enable me alſo tomake the 
anſweare. ForI know not what greater thing 
then this | you could haue asked mee, ſince the 
ſublime parte of all our chriſtian religion, cons 
. | Gifts in it. And as the ſame Apolltle 0" 
lives according to 1t, 15 a fulfiller of the wi 


Soc that you 0 deuout ſpouſe of Chriſt « 
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her neighbours, beere on earth; by that 
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| ford,muſt beſeech the holy eboſt, whole pro = 
attribure is Loye, chat be will teach, and wri 
| hex thing in your hart , whereof you aske , as | 
taught it  ypon the day of Pentecoft, when hee 
wo ity into the harts of his Apoſtles, For 
know, that this is che true teacher of this lan- 
ad ſoc asthere is none but he, | 
or alas! whatcan my tonguewhich is ma- 
bs earth, exprelle of that whichis onely vſed 
Vih perfeRion in heauen, This is a celeſtial] 
e, and they whoe ſpeake-it perfectly, 
ite the bleſſed Frarkees, which attendto nothing| 
lels, but truly $0 touc our Lord-God;; with al q 
cheir ſtrength; and all that which. his. pleaſure 
[ is, that they ſhall loue, How ſhall I pe able to 
1] Peake to you of that Love ,yhich- is ſubie@to | 
{age intereſt , and is accompanyed with noefſel- 
fe-loue ; and lookes towards'nog other marke;, 
and aymes at. noe other fcope.,,byt onely God? 
Wow! I ſay , {hall 1 ſpeake 4 2 whomery fa- 
{ther Adam hath letr. all wiappe dy jean 
oawneintereſt;ahd who a by 3,64 my {c 
Wy ſelfe inall things. See Os much, pac eyen | 
An thoſe things, w ich concernerhe {aruice of 
God, wee doe ſoc hang towards our ſclues;that 
| many rymes: wee performethem for 0yrqwae 
| intereſt,or end, And though the workss £ 
{{clucs be hojy,yetthe RR wrong 


-44 fog .Arndthe diff 
when wee © ſcoke our ſalues 
*proelogp our Love ruynfies thro; bd 7, 
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0y.good workes,. it runnes indeede throu ugh 
7 duit of gould, but infineicrunnes towards 


| our ſelues.I beſeech our true dofour leſs Chriſt 

our Lord, ( whoeuer fought the benexr of by Father; | 
and whoſe leve abaſed him to this'world , not] 

} forthe accompliſhing of his owne will , but his} 

| | who ſent hint) that he will ynty my conigue,to. | | 

|  thetend that I may'tell you ſotne'part of that] 
| which you demaunde. ' For certainly, if your| 
good defire did not oblige meto lett you know] 


what I hauc'read, my poorenes would oblige '8H 
| mec to hould riiy peace. 
- > And now'to:thetnd'that you mightbens 
vnderſtand., what Charities; and how you may 
euer goe, imployed: therein, I could withyou 
knew , ſome/parte of that Lowe , which the 
Bleſſed ſpiritrs | mob in heauen , to theendthit t 
:may. know thereby , wherein truc Chariti 
doth confiſt, 'For hav inucli/ticerer we {tt 
| cometo that loue ;fo much themore fees X* 
willtour love dey you mult know that the tom 
 whichis in hequen, Ldoth rransformetbe Saints; 
into the ſame will with that of ourlord Gol 
For one of thie effects of lowe/;.as S, Dioniſta 
| faith; i5 } tomakerhe ſeuerall wills of ſuch 
loze; tobe butone;1 meane ; thatthey (hou 
hauetheſame Wall; and hefabie! wot will, whit 
| rhe orher/hath;;' And, now ſidce the will, 
toues, (Which our lord hath , is but tie 
| O04 cy ; an of his elſence whic F# 
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Th EPISTLES.. _ Ep. 5: 25 | 
and will , wherewith they loue , and delire;, _ 
| with all their ſtrength, that ourlord God, may 
| in himſeifebeſtillas good, asglorious , andas 
[ worthy of honour as hee is, And for as much as 
they ſee all that, to be already in him, which 
{| they candelire, there followes there vpen, the | 6 
Fre of the holy ghoſt , which, is an. ynſpeakeable 
| ioy, to ſeehimwhome they loue foe much, to 
'|-be foe full of treaſures, and felicitie in himſelfe, 
as they delire, Fd; ja | 
If you will haue 4 touch, ot at leaſt fo e 
little ſent 'of this diuine ye, doe but EE 
how great rhat ivy is , which, a good Sonne re- 
- || ceines , in ſecing his facher whome he loues 
"much: , full of honour, beloued by all, rich, 
rnb noble, and, yery nnick eſteemed: 
+ |]. Dy the king; .Certainely there be ſonnes foe] 
| gratefull, and well diſpoſed ta their parents, as 
»!þ toeſteeme, that;nothing can:be. compared. to: 
4 the ioy , of ſeeing their fathers ſor eltectned} 
*I-which- reaches, indeede foe. farre ,, as that to 
:*+whatſocuer neccfſitice ; or affliction themſelues 
* {| may be ſubie, it ſerues not co.depriue them of 


» f\,uhiat great.ioy g becauſe they aſpire to noe othe | 
"7. erid but onely.the honor of their parents, _..  ' 
-1]: Now if this Joy be foe great whar dog you| 
—}4conceiue,, that the joy of the Saints may ez] 
when being transformed by [oue,/into that true 
I lord of theirs , the yniuerſall rearour of all} 
+things;chey ſhallſee him, foe fl of gbodnes 
tihneho y and ſoerich in beauty; ahd that be 154 | 
ord, and.exeatour,ſocinfinitely powerfull, as | 
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! Lo, is more glorifiedin thoſe others, then: n 


3  farrthis hots eopany Is 


that by one onely a@ of his will, allthat which | 
| is created hath his beauty, and hisbeing, and | 
| noe one leafe of any tree, can ſo much as wags, |. 
| butby his will ? Infallibly this is ſuch a toy, as. 
noe eye | hath ſeene , nor tare bath heard , nor can ſuch | 
4n vnſpeakgable knowledge as thit , ever enter into the 
hart of any mas, but fach « one «5 —_ and poſſeſ= | 
es it, 
: You'ſce heere the loue which the Saints have | | 
ia hcauen, ſpeaking according to the poorenes | 
of our vnderſtanding. And; trom this aboun- | 
dane ſwelling River , which delights the Citty of 
God, doth flow thar love which the foules in' 
heaven beate to their neighboars, For as all the 
{| 'delire and roy of the Saints conſiſteth in their | 
| ſeeing God ( who is their true love ) full of ho- 
; from hence they grow to lone, | 
with a {ter IK love, and to defirewith an 
excelſe of each that all the Saints may be| 
as fallof glory , andbeauty, as they alGen are. | 
| And they 3 joy in this, to a ſtrange proportion, |: 
| becauſe he is honoured, and Iorifie din them| 
| whoſe honour and glory K they by onely ſeek 
And in reguard that thisis the cauſe why they 
_ the Saints, from hence it growes,that hey 
4 Brad and doe more delire the glory , | 
l ans 4 , of the greateſt Saints , then of? cheit 
ſes: becauſe chey ſee that our Bleſſe | 
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| But you-will.tell-me perhapps , that it fol- | 
lowes Som hence, that they will be ſubie& to 
[ſome diſguſt , becauſe themſelues: are not ſoe 
zrowne in ſanGity as others are, ſince thereby | 
the glory of, God would alfoe haucencreaſedin 
| them. This doth not follow, conlidering that 
firſt effe&t of love, which is the ynion, of two 
wills in one; for they are transformed into.the 
will of God , and would haue nothing done, 
| bur that which their lord will , and they fee, | 
that this will, is the cauſe why one hath more 
glory then another, andfrom hence they grow 
| to be bighly content, with that which he'af<|- 
| fignes tothem, asalſoe, becauſe the diuer 

of the degrees of glory, inthe bleſſed , dot 
more beautify the whole Citty of God, then if 
they were all, of one tancke; asthermulick of a |. 
yyall, is much the ſweeter, becauſe it hath di- 
| vers ſtrings, and diſtin& ſoundes, then if they 
were all, but any one. And ince itis ſoc, that 
becauſe there are different degrees of glory and dimers 
manſions in the triumphant Charch, it is of greater | 
beauty, then if they all poſſeſſed but one, and | 
the ſame degree of glory, by this they ſee that 
- | onr Lord is more honoured in them , then if 
they were all equall, and conſequently they are 
not troubled for their owne being lefle in glo- 
| ry, then thoſe others are. For they in their co- 

5 Tours, and others in other colours of a de 
Þ |dye,doeallconcurre, to manifeſt the infinite | 
J oodnes, and beauty of him, who madethem. | 
"2 | 'Heere you ſce, thar river whichS. lobndiſco- | 2: 
—__— oo : Cy Tu ——— 


_” 


EAA —— . 


" 
LN 
n+ 
bs. 


wi TEEN _—_— 
4; £* o Is » 
. 


S$SPIRITVALL: Ep.s. 


|  nered ', in the Apxcalyps to ifſue/ out of ihe | © 


{4 
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throne of God, and of the lambe whereof all the 


Allelsis admiring', and glorifying our lord 
God, And you will haue diſcerned a little-of 


areaccompanied , whereypon that temple of the ce- 
lefliall mountaine is founded. | 
| - And now after the reſemblance of this 


that be should prowide to make the T abernacle, after 
that forme which be ifſeene in the mountaine. You 
muſt 'my ſiſter , ( if you meane to goe 
through the way of this life in perfect charzne, 
and ove of our lord ) procure to carry about 
you a continuall defire, (or at leaſt the moſtcon- 
tinuall that you can ) whereby you may cuer/ 
wish and (ike that our lord God ( in whofe pre- 
ſence youare ſtill to walke') maybe in him- 
ſelfe, as good, as holy, and as fullof glory, as 


you areto goe reioycing, and your ſoule is to 
 feaſtir OO that your lord' & your true 
tie, poſſeſſes himſelfe, whoe is-infinitely good, 


&powerfull, from whomeall creatures receiuc 
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bleſſed ſpirits in heauen drinke.And being inc-| 
briated by this love , they ling an cuerlaſting} 


—_— 


thatenamell, wherewith thaſe pretious ſtones} |. 


remple,, which you haue ſcene inthat mountai- | | 
ne you muſt build a dwelling place in your] ' 
foule forourlord ; iuſt-as-they ſaid ro Moyſes, |; . 


indeede hee is. And ſoc with great vg, and com- || | 
' placence, in all the atrribures of almightie God, || 


| their being, andtheirbiaury,& who in himſeife|| i 
A. isſoefull of glory; and goodnes, thatallcrea«| 
|... _ | rures haue neede of him,&he none ofthem. 
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{the moſt holy virgin reioyced,, when ſhe faid, 
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(This muſt, bethe wholeſcope , at which your 
love muſt ayme. And bereinS, Thomas ſaith, that 


| perfef charue doth conſiſt. As for the loue which 
new deyotes, call Charitie, whichis when they 


are kindled in deuotis, & in louing our lord te- 
derly, though this be holy thing, yet is it npt 
of ſoe high condition, as that other moſt holy 


To this.loue, the holy ſcripture invites vs in 
many places ſaying; Reroyce you inf} perſons m our 
lard, And S. Paule ſaith; Revopceanonr lord, And 
[conceiuing._ that this aduiſe was. worthy to be 
giuen more then once, herepcates it ſaying, yet 
againe, I tell you that you mult reioyce.” The 
Prophet Danid exprefled the fatue, when he ſaid, 
dedightyouin our lord, and he will give you whaiſoe- 
ver you 5hall azke. This is that ioye, wherewith 


| My iparit LCL0J CES in God my Sautowr, And with this 
ioye, did Chrift our lord reioyce,when S Lukeſaid, 
that Teſus reioyced in the boly Ghoſt. Andtheroyall 
Prophet ſaith, that bis hart, & enen bis flesh rezoyced 
in the lining Ged. This happes whs the ſoule with 


himſelfe bee, what he is. Ad fromthe great xe- 
dundice,which proccedes fometymes fromthis 
ioye, of the ſoule the very fleſh ir ſelfe, is kind- 
led in the love of our lord. And becauſe this 
toxe, is ſoc excellent & qEleſtiall a thing the- 


| 


loxe, which transformes ſoules into the beloyed.: | 


the wall, ( for there the hart ſignifies the will)are | 
aQtually loying, & delwingthat/ourlord, may in|. 


| refore doth the: Church ( which is directed; 
| by the holy gboft ) inuite vs in the begining of 
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|'Mattins , with-a perſwaſion to- loue our Lord | 
ſaying thus.” Come lets vs rexyce in our. Lord, and 
ſing canticles of praiſe, to God our ſaluation. 

If you will finde the excellency of this loue, 
pur it in practiſe, & you ſhall ſce that the ſoule 
doth nor ſatisfy it ſelfe, but in prayling God. 
Forwhen it ſees all that to be accompliſhed in }* 
God, which it can wilſh,it breakes inſtantly out | 
| into thanks-giuing to him; for payee 5 | 
| fected the defite irhath ro praiſe him, which is ]; 
' the ſame effeR, which flowes from the loxe.they | 
haue in heaven, as the Prophet Danid faith, | 
P/al, Bleſſed are they O Lord, whoe dwell in thy howſe ; for | 
" they, 5hall praiſe thee , for ener , and for ener." S. 
Augaſtine was inflained with this love , when | 
ſpeaking to our Lord , he ſaid , !f thou © Lord 
wert Auguſtine and I God, I wonld make thee God, 
«nd my ſelfe Auguſtine. 

I thinke there is noe neede to bring teſtimo- 
. nies, which may proue the excellencic of this 
Loxe;; for cuen plaine reaſon tells ys, that this is }* 
the loue which drawes a man our . of him ſelfe, 
and transformes him vnto God, who is his bc- 
lowed. And our of this love , it muſt follow that 
| all your workes , anddeuotions, and prayers, 
mult be made by yo, to the honour and glo- 
|ry.of this God',, who deſerues-to be adored, 
and ſcrued , for his owne pure goodnes, by as 
r many creatures as he hath made; withour carry--| 
| ing any reſpect at all ro the hope which might | 
[chad of a 627 him, For choughiod Þ 
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Fend indelight, reioycing till in her God; lince 


Fwhac remedy may then bet ht of, that we | 


Yitbencuer fo ” 1 dry, and fad; as a man ma 
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retribution, yetis not this an a& of foe perfect | p/ai. |- 
charity as that which ſeekes noe kinde of ins | 118. 
tereſt, but onely the honour, and glory of our 
Lord God. If at any time you place before your 
ſoule, the reward, which they will giue it, for 
he good it doth , to the end that it may be 
animated towards good workes, let not this 
beyour laſt end, bur the will which you haue, 
to-ſerue out Lord. For the more glory you | 
haue , the gnore honour and glory {hall our 
Lord God receiue, Soe thar the lalt 'ayme of 
Wall, muſt be, co glorify our molt bleſſed Lord. 
WAnad inthis manner, if you will, you may en- 
Wi clive your bart to the commaundments with reſpeR 
2 the retribution , as the Prophet Danid ſaid. 
Y But perhaps you will aske. Who is he that 
MWcan hauc his ſoule awake to goe euer cheerful, 


| —— 


many tymes ſhee is ſoc tepid., and foe ſad, that 


noe meanes, ſhe is capable of any ioye? 


"JF may nor faile of this perfe&t, and ſupreme love? 

For this, it vas, tharI rold you, that youwere | 

to carry with you a defre whereby. you muſt 
$1sb', that our Lord might ſtill be whar he'is 

in himſclfe ; becauſe Craritie conſiſts in this | 

Y defre. Which defire a ſoule may haue , though } 


l 


defire, that' his father may liue happily thou t 


Ef unſelfe fecle noe ioy. And herein I onely take | 
, Mforgraunted,char we muſt ſuppoſe mantso have 


the. grec ceob God which our Lord will'neuer 
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deny to one, who itriues to walke by this way 
I meane that although your ſelfe beſadd, yo 
-mulſt defire that-our Lord may be whar he ji 
which vſes to follow hecrevpon , this i 


from this charitie when our Lord is pleaſed t 


ſoule, When his Maieſtic beſtowes this 
uour let vs blefle him for ir: ; and: when þ 


that at. And for as much as the 


For if you perſeuer not, you will not arriz 


| toenioye that crowne , and heauen , whic 


ſuch ag are proficient in this holy love gro 
| to.qbtaine , cuen heere on carth. You mt 
conſider and looke with 'a hundred thoy 


| ſand eyes, that che end and ſcope of yoi 
| love bee to glorifie our Lord in whatſe 0 


{you doe, For ſoe great was the + wren 
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| And as for the delight, and toy in our Lord 


conimunicate himſelfe - more familiarly roo 


doth-not , lett vs yer'perſcuer in that othe 
exercice of cucr bleſſing aad adoring hin 
who is ſo wotthy of infinite glory , and prab 
{ ſe. For it is a very great errour , into whis 
they fall , who thinke that when there ilfhy! 
noe ſenſible ivy ; that act of-the will is worthſ+ 
nothing ; whereas Chazitie dath yet-eonfiſt wiſh 
| Jeuill know . 

this well, he is cuer procuring to giue vs gre 

tepidity and drynes ; that ſoe we chinkin 
that we looſe our tyme, may giue ouer chil 


Ki, cas" +: 
ou mult therefore perſcuer in ic , and 


| grow deafe to thoſe temprations of the deui 


} 


deede is « fruite of the holy Ghoſt , which growe , 
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Wybich our n4twe tooke by the finne of our! 
Welt father in' wholly -procuring our owne': 
tereſt and good thar if you. ſtand not well 
wake in the watch-tower , you will finde'} 
many tymes , that you doe to ſeeke ,your 


e', euen in this very deuotion,' © hich pre= 
nds wholly to caſt out /elfe-lowe. w And you |, 
ball cake your ſelfe in the manger, with re- 

cing that you love our Lord, afterthis ſort, | 
xecaufe you Shall acquire' great rewards” in 
heauen thereby , and becauſe your ſoule-| 

mes much conſolation , and 'for other 
eaſons , of proper intereſt , which though 
hey be not 11l, yet ate they acts of Charity 
pleh-is imperfect. (1/77 17 
# You ſee heere in short_ , the Love'of God, | 
which you are to carry in your foule ; a Copre 
f'char Originall which che Bleſſed Spiritrs, 
Rue in. heauen, It now remaines thar I des | 
clare to you, the loue of your neighbear, which | 
wrowes our of this other profound Love. The 
we', my good liſter ,' which you muſt carry | 
» your neighbour muſt-bee, by deſiring and | 
img all that .good ,,, which /you ſee in 
im ; becauſe thereby , our -Lord God-is | 
lorified and adored. And' the more that is, | 
the” greater mult your ioy be ; as onthe other |: 
we", any offence- or. finne which you hall | 
Mconer in your neighbour muſt be abhocred 
yyour ſoule , becauſe he is offended, whoſe 
our and glory you defire.. And foe as Þ 
Wd yourhat-the lone of God confiſted in 
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applauſe, and will, thatour Lord ſhould be thy 
very thing which heis; and that the ye whi 
is taken thereby is a particular-guift of 0 
Lord; foe alſo doth the loue of your neighbow 
conlilt in the application of your will, to deſaelf 
the good of your neighbowr, which is to reioycellllk 
in lis true good , and to feele much griefe, fog 
the {inne which he committs, 
This is a very particular fauour of our Lord 
which he beſtowes vpon whome he will. So 
that'if you haue obſerued the matter well, yo 
will haue ſcene , that the marke at whic 
both the love of God, and of our neighbour ſhogs 
tes is , that God may be glorified and adorediiy 
And hecreby you will alſo perceive how ſho 
be falls of true lowe , . who greiues to ſee | 
neighbour growne vp apace, in deuotion, at 
| yertue , conlidering, that himſelfe is not fg 
growne vp; For though it be true , that thi 
etuc lover of our Lord , will not faile to carry 
a knife about him, which peirces himthroug 
{ at the very hart , becauſe he ſerues not ou 
Lordſo well as hee ought, and might ; yet fc 
{owes it not from hence , that, by ſeeing ang; 
ther ſeruant of God thrive, faſter in ſpirit thenliſhy 
 himdelfe » he muſt therefore be ſorry for it oli; 
diſmayed by it. But rather, the eaſe, and come” 
fort, which is toſerue you for aremedy. agaiti 
{that much greife, which your ſoule recciues 
cauſe your ſelfe doe notſeruc our Lord, pl 
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,to which you are obliged , yet there are | 
ers, who comply with'that yery thing, | 
*F ou defire; whichis, greatly to glorific, 
frac our Lord. 
” Bur as for that other kinde of diſmay” to 
Which ſome are ſubie& ; I conceiue that it 
rowes but from ſelfe-loue, for it is certaine, 
lat if the end why atrue louer' of our Lord, 
fefires much to ſerue him be, that his God 
& honoured, and glorified, (who i isglorified, 
gwellby the andlity , Which is in thefoule of 
nother, as if it werein his owne ) it followes, 
heis to have much joy, to ſee thar others 
70 = the ſervice of ourlord though 
Ibe true onthe orher fide- ; that he maybe 
ine, becauſe he ſerues himnorſoe well, © 
You ſee heere my good ſiſter, what that'ls 
which you muſt arrend, in this paradiſe of 
he millitant Church , ( where our Lord placed 
jou, whenhe called) you to hjs loue , and to his 
* if you will alſo goe on to enioye the 
ute which is gathered from his hand, it 
hant Charch of his glory. In which Ibe- 
et our Loid', that weeall may glorify him, 
"yp kim;and cnioye him for allerernirie, 
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*A letter of the Anthour to a certaine ppore man, li 
| wascalledlohn,of God, He Was of Grand | 
and beg ged almes, for the poore, He animates hui 
to the loue and ſernice of poore people ; but yet ſoe fi 
that be maſt nat ofogen his owne particular densify 
tions, 


haue youſay , that I acknowledge you.ni 
for my ſonve. For if youſay that ons yi 
[are wicked,you deſerucit not; for the ſame res 
' {on, Ldeſerue not tobe your father, and the! 
[fore I, may ill deſpiſe you, who.am my ſel 
| | more worthy tobe def ſed, But fince our loi 
\thonlds vs all for his js Wine webeſoe miſerj 
| bly weake, itis but reaſonable. that. we leart 
*{to be mercifull one towards another,&that y 
| ſup rt one another with Charigic, ashe dot 
'| Thaven my good, brother a great deſire t| 
| you ſhould beableto giue a good actounte , « 
| yi which ourlor bark recommeded to yo! 
|[Forche good and fairhfall ſeruant muſt look 
eo gaine five other talenr;, to the fue which we 
tuen him at the firſt, That ſo, he may heat 
rom the mouth of our lord. Revoyce thou g0 
and faithfull ſernant how haſt beene fauhfull in 1 
fewwhings which 1 hone" recommended to thee , | 
1 willplace thee oner mgny, 
j You muſt take. care of that which i 
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| If Lai receiued your letter, and twill o q 
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[commended to you. concerning others, in ſuch! 
{fort , as that you forget not your-owne ſoule. 
| | Bur yet know that the man , who of all others 
is moſt recommended to. you., is your {elfe, 
Far it will profitt you' but little though you 
1 _ drawe all 2 world, out of the durr; if, 
hewhile, yourſelfe remaine herein, And thee. 
Ire, I once againe encharge you , that ſtill you 
teke out ſome fire of=tyme , wherein you may 
Wparch your owne detiotions, and that dayly 
u heare Maſſe, and vpon euery ſunday , [the 
iſe m. And'eſpecially , take heede, that you 
pnucrſc not much , with woemen, For:you 
leannot be-ignorant , that they. be that ſnare, 
which the deuill ſerts, for the fall of ſuch asſeruc} 
God. You know how David fanned, b Ln Mn 
ypon one of them; and Selomon, his eons; ſinned 
with many'zand he walked {qe farre out of his 
victs., as tO: place Idolls innobe temple of our Lard, 
And ſince we-are ſoc much dnore weake'then! 
ey:, Jett vs be afraid co fall; and cake warning 
yy $hemisfortunes of others. Deceiue not your! 
Rife with. lay ying , 1defre to doe thew gead.:: For, 
'ynder the mantle of cheſe good deſires, docthole! 
daungerslurke , when prudence accompanyes 
not the ſame.” And God is farre from deſiring, 
a I should procure: the with. of another , with 
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whichyouareſi  bielly th e already writtent 
[yor c that thereis cuery where ſuch abundice © | 
v Ats, -as thatwhen weaske any releife ny fay\_ 8 
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that they haue enough 'more neere at 
| whomethey areto remedy. And I rhoughr thy 
Lord the Dukeof Sf a had ſent you tha 
| which might ſcrue theturne, becaufethey tou 
4 me, you had follicited him for ſome mig 
he haue nor done it & eit of him a ſecon 
'ryme; forhe will ſend'x, He lones you m 
forthe care you haue of the poore,and if he doi 
| not, our Lord will prouide, though. hee m: 
you ſtay a while. | 
I haue reioyced much inthe charitie whig 
"_ have found, inthat other houſe,” whereg 
ſpeake. Returne*my ſalurations to hing8#* 
ks ene thembyyou £enctop 'And becauſe | 
| -popl in'my journey , I write-noe more 
e; but onely-that you muſt 'remaine4 
| bred in leſw Chrifl our Load noe wHl prorel 
-andfanour you, And that you looke/well 
your ſelfe , andithat the deuill\may+haue nd 
cauſe roreioyce by.hauing'induced you to fi 
1 ne, but that God maytake delighrin your pe 
| nance for that whichis paſt; & inyouramend 
ment'for-that which is to come; Arid ſoe't 
Poty IIS) you. Urn paſs 
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1.4 lenter to eu whe had ſome deſires to ſerne God but 

. not the coni42e to beginn, He aninngtes ber greatly 

... tocoufide in God He tracbes her bow toloue certai- 
| .neper ſons who bad offended her , and bee gines re= 
| me-lies both againſt ſcruples, and yaineglorie, 


dot much reioyce;at thehaly deſires which 
$ yu baue to pleaſe ourlord, bur T amin pai- 
4 tieto conſideryour pulilanimitie in execu- 
5 'P the {ime. Forl houldir: to beaſtrangeilt) 
thing ..chat onc ſhoutdprefume ro remaine.in 
p hevaniticof this life, and not preſume ro.ad- 
er ure ypon the making fa new rigtch with 
God. , confiding id the oa God. For. what 
E was there eucr, fince there wert ſuch things 
4k world as men ,; who hog in God, and 
1 pr curingeo live cordit is comaund- 
3 [ $2 was FeGken by. im? qrhon euer in- 
'Þ oked him; with an in cuering | 
rt, and vasnotheard b "Va: ” me ge 
keking vs , andiuciting vs Yo ering What 
pollibilitic therefore i is there, bur chat; 
$good.. and true of his word,, he mult. core 
forth bo nec, Nora his Dans ca 
s es ,andye ys favour, when we 
yards him. He wil, infallibly tie wil, and that | 
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| vpon kim, andtonfide, that he whoe gaue you! 
the deſire, willgiue you ſtrength ro worke, & 
courage to make an end. For he calls not ypory 
ſuch as fleepe to wake them, butto the end tha 
' | he'may doethem many fauours , when they are 
wihirn br ar with diligence, atd feruour 
yea and with a kindeof ſtrife ; for there is no 
a worlething/ then a faint beginner , who ſtil 

takes much care to regalc him ſelfe , & to con: 
gent the world.” Shut your eyes, againſt both: 
humaineprayſes, & diſpraiſes , for you ſhalllſ* 
quickly ſee both the prayſer , and the praiſed 
{ purne&inro duſt, ant aſhes,and him alſoe wha 
4 jsRonoured?, and diſhonoured, An wee ſhall 
all be" preſented; before the tribunall of ou} 
Totd . where the mouth of wickednes sball be ſtoppet * 
| and yertue ſhall be highly exalted. In theme} 
-netymelay you faſt hould on the Croſſe , & fall} 
low him whoewas diſhonoured , and loſt hi! 
life ypon it fot you. And hide your ſelfe in tho 
woundes , that when our lord comes for yo 
he may findeyou there ; and may beaurifie 
with his graces, and may giue him ſelfe ro yoallſt} 
as your reward, for hauing leftall things, an 
| | your ſelfe with them for his ſake. 4 
© But6 how little doth he leaue, who euen la} 
| uesall?.fince be leaues but that which he mi 
| - a3 leaue whether he will or noe, yea 
Eden the enioying it, is _— miſery ; bad 


{| thatwhichis norGod, is but waight , and 
row totheſoule,God onely,is fufficiet for! 
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hal kinde tim mOo1e ſwetre;& miſch mote full 
' bf lout;then you could haue chought, . 
| þ+*: Sometymes I wonder within my ſelfe;; to 
'Ithinke how one either doth or cat Avid to 
' fanother, ſince Chriſt our lordi4sinthe middelt 
berweene chem both.. How tan he be diſguſted 
{with che body,who loues or gught' to loue'rhe | 
!|beed2 doe you not know 'rhat yhen our jord 
; roſe from deathto life;; & appeared to his diſci- 
; ples, he placed brm ſet{e; in (he-midft- of them, and | 
Fnor'at the head: or els where. And this vpon, 
what reaſon ;buitto make vs'yaderſtand that |. - 
| [heisin the mid(t of vs,andrhitwe cannotdoe, F- 
1159 cucn delwe to hutt any body; bur that 
Cptrttir muſt palle raxotigh him. He who loues 
his neighbour, loues not Chriſt © our lord, 
| nc 5 for hini hog louesnos! Chriſt our lard 
4it were better for ſuch a one nat: -have beene 
orne ; ſince he arrigts nt to Enoty-for what 
"Tac was created , which was toloue our lord; 
{}::Conceiue that your pes dakiyS Agog | 
{jc ing whichmectely c6cernes Chiiſt gurJor 
of” ftharthey are his Images; and the creatures for; 
| 1 which he gaue his, blood,” And therefore fay, 
{4Hoew abali7 ['wish4ll to him , whom my lord texes?! 
"od Siepns | be able to defire dearth to him”, to whom 
lord will give life My loyd dyed for theſe per ſons.| 
1d wavid yer Wn 7s to dye for them;if it were | 
edefull; and 5h4{l | than favle to lone theater who | 
ſoe mucb brlmed by him? What doth 4t import wee, | 
bey doe -wie ill officer; for 1 lone then is {whos 


'Y ſtr flegap ting wh ey uh ih: wer; | | 
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| laws hems for Chriſt's ſake; and what then have theill 
ll dbedes to doe, towards the making me take that louthl 
from thew , which 1 carried to them , for Chriſt's ſakes 
L beſeech God they msy be greatin hu preſence & tha 
they may enioy bim ,and be them that foe there may 
| be more temples , wherein my lord may dwell , f 
ſoules which may praiſe and ſerue him , and m 
| barts which may lene: bim , for the deſernes them 
And whenſoener you ſee them ſay, O lord duff | 
they poſſeſſe thoſe ſoules , and lett them be onely thine, | 
| O'lord lete them. enzaye thee , for thou baft « minde1a0li 
cimunicate thy ſeift 46 ll. 'O lord they are ſoe man 
Imazes of thee, wake them like to thee more and more([ 
& both to ther a mee, o& to-all gine pardongrace, 64 Ii 
elory. If your tongue will not fay this , yet let] 
| your ſpirit{ayit, andAift. yp/your hart £0108 
lord ,demauntingfuccour of him and ſaying 
04ord for (by lang and nat for theirs , and by lirt 
andirtle, you ſhall finde your ſelfe in peact 
Andif there chance to beany ware , bee no 
|-ouertometherein; and doenot ſay, ordoe 2) 
thing which may be againſt their good, an 
confine not toany thing in your hart whic 

| The ſcruptes cdcerning your c6feſſions,: 
temptation wherewith rhe deuill rorim@&s you 
| & depriues you of theſweerenes of yourſoul 
| x leaues'you withour gait in the hangs 

fit 


| 


od; Forthecreature who is ſcrupulous,isx 
either to loue God, orto confide in him, t 


\ dothhelikethe way which, God houlds 
him, and then he goes tolooke otherwy 
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which may pleaſe him ſelfe better, becauſe he 
findes not that, in Gods wayes , which. giues 
bs guſt, And this ſcrupulous perſon hath the 
| fault of all, for he raiſestheſtorme, where the- 
rewas acalme, and hee found it in his owne | 
[way,and not inthe way of God , which is yery 
{ſmooth andplaine. | 
| Makeyoil aleſt of ſuch things, & ſubmit your 
elfe tothat which , your ghoſtly-father ſhall 
i fordainez& be not carrycd away withſcruples, | 
| nor with-your owne conceipt , but ſay , my lord 
God 1 w6tſcrupulous , 1 doethat which they comann- 
dime in bis name , and I am to acconnte 10 bim for 

woe more, Shall I be plaine with you make haſt, 
"make haſtto lone, and theſe feruples will fall 
away , which riſe but from a fearcfull hart, 
þ For perfett Lowe Caſts feare out of dovres Pray to our 
Flord'& fay Dex men illuminatenebres meas, And 
[confide you in his mercic, that ſeruing him he 
Will be goodrto you, and will dayly be giuing 
[youto vnderſtand yout faults , that you may 

{mend then, | 

} 1 would alſoe have youlaugh at the tempra- 
lon of vaineglory, and ſay to it, Newer wittl doe 
it, nor leane th dee it , for thee. tort} to thee it i, | 
What I offer what ſooner I can dev, ov ſay, or thinke . 
ind when, yaineglorie comes againe, ſay to 
tthus, T how comelt ton late, for it is already gintn | 

[Ged, Itis a good aduiſe , that beginners are 
pace nothing exteriourly which may ſeeme : 
DO of much ſanAity, for being younge and. 
fr and all their buſines being but yer in| 
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| flower - the winde will doe them hurt; and it is: 
"better for rhem to hide their graces , then to! 
ſhew them. And ſoe muſt you doe for as much; 
as poſſibly you can; and that which you cannog 
conceale, doe freely and without feare. And: 
ſtraite caſt yp your hart toour Lord, and ſay, 
| Non nobu Dome , non nebis , (ed netmins two da} 
gloriam, Or cls you may ſay, Glotia Pairi , & 
Filio; && S piritus ſanBo. EEE +. « 78 
- Andfor concluſion , I recommend to you, 
that you caſt all thatour of your hart, which is 
not God, and that it this world you loue teas 
res, ſollitude, humilitie, and -pcnance; and lett 
your cyecs be euer turried to OUT Lord , that your! 
feet may be delinered from the ſnare. Put the law 
of God in practiſe, and'you, ſhall ſee how he 
will ſweeten your way , and how. he will 
caſt. your enemies vnder your feete. And 
by working you ſhall grow to vnderſtand th 
whichyoy knowe not how to.conceaue,eithet 
| by ſpeaking or bearing, For in this way of Go F 
t > tepid and talking people learnelittle, ant 


they whoe are Sigene in puttipg the hand to 


worke learne much. Our Lord, leſs Chrif, goes 
| before you, follow him heerg with your Crollt 
| and one day you ſhall be with himin heauen. * 
dQ. , "7 ef 
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38+ 4 Letter of the Authour to a freindwho- 

' me he animates to ſeque God ingood 
earneſt. He shewes the vanity and|. 


miſery of the world, andl the happines| 
which # obtained by ſeruing God. 


| A S$ he, whoe. hoping for the good ſucceſle 
MW £% of what he deſires, reioyces when he ſees: 
\W\ fome likelyhood thereof; and although rhat 
MW} likelyhood be not very great yer it giues him 
FM ooc little ioye., through the exceſle, of his deſt- 
re: ſoe my ſoule is filled-with comfort by your | 
Letter ; for me thinkes the wordes' conteyned 
"MW {tbercin, gine me a hope and taſte of ſomewhat | - 
"WT which hath reaſon to make mce gladd , and} 
M1 which if it might once take full effeR, would | 
| breede a ioy in mec ſoe very great, as would be | 
{equalled by few others. key | 
ff My good Sir, I deſire to ſce that ſoule of 
"WF } yours. vnbeguiled and diſcharged from the 
IF | many yanitics, which are affected, and frequen- 
; ted in this world ; and that you would beleeue 
2} with a fairhfyll hart, that your true repoſe con» | 
#alts not in any other , then in him whoe 
ereated all things , & that you would goe 
and downe fall of care, in ſearch after this =I 
b eloe wounded, with the loue of him, that 
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alkehis world, with the beatty and flowere 
 reof, might ſeeme: but aſuroake to'yon; which 
yanishes, as a Shaddow which hath noe buike 


| make men fooles ; working ſuch 2s lone; it., to 


be the enemyes 'of God, andto preferre the rem- 
porall before the eternall, 


as this 2 was there cuer ſecne , any exchaunge 


which ſee nor this 2 and that hart which hath 
| oe feeling of tliis? Andyed ſve greatis our frail- 


; | 


more : poſlible for vs to be delixieredfrom ets 


ablindeman, ro ſce, ora dead man, to liue. 
Othou miſerable man, who art worthy to be 


accommodated with the things of rnis life, and 
chou haſt hardly aoy feeling , nor doeſt hou 
Pn it yoxth the lamenting , to be in enmity 


Itreg 4, and nm the-honour of this world, 
/lne! paſſes away, at ſea-full ſpcede, yea and 
euUet whileſtic laſts,ic makesnot the owner thes 
' {r&6f. onchaites bredth the berrer , in the hig 
1 pre me s et and Lees haſt or gate 4c 


| OF body, and: indeede-2 meere douice , how to! 


. Wasthere-cuerſecne any miſcheife oe oreat. 
ſoe pernicious as this 2 whete are thoſe eyes, 
tie, tliar iP Chriſt our Ecrd'did not awake vs, 

nd make vs vnderſtand this truth, it would be! 
ont”, and geceite then it is polsible, in nature 
lamented with a flood of teares! who art ſoe: 


veltemently inclyned to that which hurts thee! 


z and yer conceiueſt withall, that it is good 
for che. Thou thinkeſt that all hath gone well, 
andchat thou art growne happy, when thou art 


ie God; Thou knoweſt how to 


W 
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dher thou be honoured or dichonoured; i io, 
[eCourt of that dinine Maieſtie, Thou feareſt 
e licle affront , which heere may rbreaten * 
+; bur chow ſcekeſt for noe remedy; againſt * 
op affront, which is reſerued and threar- 
Els the latter day, to all ſuchas shallnor haue 
one honour to our Lord , with 2 lively faich, 
andtrue obedience. Thou makett much! account 
, thy ſelfe, andlircle of alrmighrie God, for thou | 
fulhileſt th yne owne will ; in diſpight of fiis. 
ind any trifle which concernes thy Ai offends 
heemuch; and, the while, thou'haſt noe carear | 
all, ofthat which highly concernes the honour | 
5 f G2d. Thou liueft after thine ownefashion, 
n ro Miſt be wholly miſerable; and thou, 
llneſt not as God would kaverhce , whoe is ſu- | 
ne feliciry, 
| :One of thele two things' is .infallibly tre. Þ 
El ther chat rhe lithr of che holy ghoſt, muſt be 
tat wkich vroes & enforces this blindhes vpon | 
, which'cannor be, or els, thatrhe great cor- || 
. nc, which is ofonided' for linne will, oneday, | 
open the eyes of ſuch deceined perſons, when. 
p exvill be noe remedy ft their miſery. For as 
. :Grezory faith, The eyes "which ſenne shutts,, paine 
Ws. And therefore Si ir, if you loue your ſoule* 
you fearcalmightic God, if your hare be not 
ba oe, looke carefully vpore the shortnes'of 
Sand how many you haue knowne, whae 
well accommodated and ſup ed heere,,. 
Fhack commaiinded to goe hence, ant 
{oc much contentment rand 
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would haue wiihed, bur complayning that th 
world haddeceiued the, &that for loue theree 
they had neglected the ſeruice of our Lot 
That which they were, wee are, & where thi 
be arriued, we ſhall arriue, and the ſame 8: 
| mult receige'ys all, & conuert ys allingo it ſelf 
For what thereforedoe we ſtay 2 By wha 
are wee deteyned ? What is that, which dece 
mes vs.,and makes ys ſoc profoundly careleſl 
of a buſines which ſoe highly imports > Why 
makes ys thinke that it concernes vs lit 
goewithſtanding that noe other thing impon 
vs at all ,'in compariſon of ehis > And ili}; 
wee ſhall confeſle , that we hould it to bid; 
bighly important , why then doe wee labowlifh; 
fhe little for it 2 why doe wee ſpend foe fey 
howers about it 2 Why doe we try ſoe few com 
duſions to obtaine it } why doe we aske (a 
little aduiſe, how we'may contriue it: Is it re; 
foathat any little fiet of tyme , which wee ems 
ploy about this buſines, ſhould ſceme ſoe grea 
a matter, whereas yet wee neuer thinke much 
and be ncuer weary, how much ſocucrtymewt 
{{p<nd vpon the buſines of this world: If an 
queſtion be moued, about expence to be mal 
ypon ſome preſent occaſion of yanitie, hoj 
pnificent are we wont to ſhew our ſclug 
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but how miſerly, on the other (idein any thi 
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| which it concernes vs to doe for the hionour, 
od ,and the good of our neighbours, Inth 
onmer Fale noe conliderarion is had , cirlieg 
en,or prouifion otherwiſe for the how 
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bur all that, is laid alide; for the ref] pect waich | 
is bad to ſome curiolity. But inthe latrer,ſucha, 
peof confiderations,& reaſons are brought] 
fato diſcoarſe, as ſerue to ſhurt the purſe, and 
to tye vp the hands from that good worke. 
* But what ſhall I ay of this other proofe'of 
our frailty 2 Our whole life proclaimes with a4 
loud voyce, thar wee value the preſent world, 
nore then the future ; the &cteriour, thenrhe | 
interiour ; riches,then goodnes. For thatthing} 
doc weloue beſt, which we deſire moſtroob- |] 
Taine, whenwe want it, and which we Jabour |. 
ſtogett with moſt anxiery ; & wherein weet 
Imoſt when wee haue it, and for which wee for- 
row moſt when wee looſe it. And if the cafe 
arrive , wherein we muſt fooſc the one of the 
forher, we put our good conſcicncein hazard, 
Jfor putting that in executis, which the honour, 
For profice- of pleaſure of this world ſuggeſts. * 
qT. The day will come, and thar quickly, 
{when thoſe worldly perſons will finde then- 
M{{elucs traungely diſappointed , and baningloft 
MM {4lltheir labours, and leauing thefruites heereof 
2 jÞchind them they ſhall be preſented all naked 
and poore, and in the extremity of confuſion, 
Tdefore hin», who ſent them hither, nor tothe 
end thatthey ſhould got fooling after vanities, | 
but that they might paſſe through theſe eem- 
porall things , without ſtaying or ſerting their}- 
arts ypon them, and that hauing their body 
ere, ypon carvh , their ſoules might be: 
; tobeaucnly things. Andrhat thouy 
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live inflesh; yer they | 
tothedefires thereof, andrhough they dwell i 
the world, yet not ro kaue the conditions of thi 
world; þur vhatlike children whoimitace the 
father, they mighrbepureand true, and pious 
and /hamble, andmecke, and that they migh 
ſecke after the glory of God', &rhegood of thei 
ncighboars, ® 
' What will heebs able to.doe at that day C 
{who ſhallnorhaveperformed the thing , forl6; 
Iwhich he was ſent, into this world > what will 
he be able rodoe, by whoſe thought ir hath not 
ſoemuch aspaſſed, that hemult onee beginn 
toattendto it, but who forgetting the purity, 
and perfection of achriftiawlife, Shay heg 
was to imitatealmighty God, hath defiled hims 
(cife; in the mudd of carth , and hath procees 
ded ikeſome' foolish boy, who, being ſent 
| FÞour bufines, would: needes ſtay to paſſe bil 
mor , and play. with other boyes; orels loyret 
ſeeing of ſome vaineshow, and nzither did 
that which he was commaunded, nor foe much 
tas remembre& where abour, he went, till re 
fning home arnight; without any anfweare c6- 
Corning his buſines , beis received with repres 
ſhenſions, and ftripes, by him who ſent him. ' 3 
|| Lev vs awake, whileſt wee haue tyme, ani 
lext vs haue aneye to that which imporgs v 
yolk, and which is'tolaft for ever. And letty 
lemio vanicy; ro vaine perfor ; for both it, at 
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haue; and aftcrwards gaue his owae life, to 
5 end that we might not looſe ours. .And 
wich great labour he taught vs the way:, whe- 
»y we were to walke; and by a death-whiich 
s full of torments, and reproaches did he 
ge and ends the par-/ 
ſe of yertue ; and he obtcyned 
ereby we might be ableco ſente, r—_—_ | 
iohtie 'God. 
MN; 'T Cate vsſearchintorhe. moſt hidden corners 
+ F our harrs, and ler vs curechatinir,which i, 
uaded.: Lex vs vetye the fetters of our 
{FI nes. Lec vs \procurecoxedrelle our felues in 
_ r which ites vs moſt cauſe offeare. And |. 
| IF © the clamiorous remorſe-of /.our 
; A cience, with doingthat whichGod com- 
nds bythe DiRamen thereof, that for all 
odcing once well ordered, und ve. 
py like wieand warchfullſcragat dhe 
Wningof our auf pip armor 6. 
With tapers lighted in onr hands , and wh oardoyars | 
w, and that we may heate that ſweete word, 
Retoyce thou good and fanbfullſeruant, whoe haſt bene 
wibfull in leſſer things ; I will place thee oner greater, 
In er thog into the ioy y of tby Lord, 
” Thar i is the dayefor which good chriſtians 
pe, and in crernplation whereof, they, who 
E heere in paine, doe.intyme paſſe through | 
ſich much patience, And this ex 
tcrowne, giues them hart, to endurerhe. 
datts of this world , and of the flesh. Mas | 
econ of abaſement heerc,for th that eter»? 
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| nall aduancemeat; and of this lnort Jamer 
tiob, For that delight ; which ſhall haue n 
|-end; of looling their-will heere that: they n 
| hauciceuerlaltiogly vnited tothe willof 
in heauen.. Where they ſhaft haue 'no li 
1 which may diſguſt them, bur all thar ſhall 
| done, which may, content them. For they (| 
-pofleſle almightic God; as theit moſt rich tre 

are, in whome is conteyned all Good; 
if our Lord -hauc yet begrinne to vil 
| chat ſoule of yours ,you will ynderſtand what 
Ifay,and you will profiet- by it. If noe ( whight” 
God forbidd ) it will be but the heating « 
Rory, which is inſtantly forgorten;TdeGren 
| Chriſt aur Lord ; may be the Love'of youl , 
of my lady your wife ; whoſedefire;to ſeem 


 [Tpray God reward. But thinke no/merevf ye 
ming this way , till firſt-God- ſhall haut 
diſpoſed”, rhat I may goe'thither to you , 

rather becauſe I- alſoc deſire , that it m 
3g foe. 
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letter vo an efflited lady wheſe ficknes bindered 


certaine deyotrons Which sbee bad beene wont 40 
& w/e Hereaches ber how 10 finde peace , and rue 
| repoſe which # noe where bug in God. And of ahe 
| great. care , wherewubsbe was to prowide that 
| vehe ſorbearance which she vſed of ber. exerciſes of 
bs ſpau in ber ſecknes , might not proceede from. 
- repiditie, | 


k | | 
x: HE beſt comfort in' thoſe; affliftions 
FI whichcome ypon vs againſt our will,is, 
&  notto haue commitred any fault; whick | 
phe occaſion their coming. For acondcicns | 

e which ſtands right , will caſily-bearc amy 
peight which you can lay vpon it, but won 
onſcience which is impure, any little burden 
intollerable. If men knew as well how wo 
ieeke the meances of true repoſe, as they know 
bow to defirechething , they ſhould cnioyeir, 
andnot remaine with the ſole deſire thereaf, 
tis the expreſle lawe of God , thatthey who 
tauedeſires of any other thing then him, ſhall 
deſubie& ro torment, whether the thingbeob- 
eyned or not obreyned. For ſuppeliag ur 
ting behad which'they defired, yet. canthey 
ot compleately enioyeir, throughtheremors- | 
Ewhich their conſcience-brings, and ific can 
otbe had, they arcracked bythe delay of he — 


vg deſired, ka 
Me 
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;| The pure delite of God, is very contri 
. \|'to'this. For if Daurd fay , Leu we hart revy 
| which goes but even in ſtarch of God, what kit 
of thing willit be to finde him out? If the 
er of ſeeking giue them ioye, what will 
cing ſatisfied, at that table; bor ? He rherefs 
| whodeliresto finde peact;and true repoſe,m 
| reſolueto forgoe his owne appetytes , & m 
boldly and faithfully lodge himfelt in che 'w 
of our Lord ;and- ſoc he ſhall neither be wi 
bled vypand downe in the darke, nor be aff} 
ted otherwiſe, by the arriuall of ſtrange eueni 
| But who will tow procure that the ſon 
of men may atttnd to that , which God toy 
| at their hands 2 How lenge will you be Veany bi 
j wed, and {oue vanity, and ſerke after 1yes< who l 
vabeguileſuch men, and free them from-« 
| blindenes as got ſecking peace and hade wat 
yea and by the ſame way whereinehey ſeek 
| they loſt it, Leethe whole world ynderſta 
once for all; that as there is noe more then © 
,God, foe is there noe more then:one true rep 
1 ſe: And as, withoutrhe true God, there is 
God;foc out of higrepole ; there is noe rept 
_ | Crvgiaely the monutaines werelyers , ovd ior wat 
 wttitudet of the valleys, and onely in any 1 ord. 
6 = Aw ſalu#non. 7 is 1ay rey whoe at 
.they are well wearied vpon the experience 
| their '0wne vaine duets, vera - knou 
| leagch /borth what Gods, and what bets 
them whoſeeke him, | 4 


A... 


Leann 


| Madam ;we haut not in our houſe ah t 
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read; which.weei may giue.ourtreind to Ears; 8 


ho 1 is comitjg from abroad vnlellt we 
ofrow it of our neighbour , whois God 
att ,and onewho' withall is foe neerd ys; of 


arheis ourhead ; and both aur father and our} | 


order, Hewho willlift hiseges vp to himgdnd 


zend vpon'his hatid ; hewho' vildealog : 


rr his garez he who will be-in deſire of 
| growe euen fainte through hunger .aftr, 
, ſhall be refrcthed- by 'the abotindariet=6? 


( which! doth as farrg exceede the fatigfa- F 


which creatures giue'; 4s God hin {e1fs 
eedes them. But oat of God; lett. tioe tharl 
ure co haut any Hiinger, Foras S. Anznſting 


- where ſoener flesh and bltuld 5hall expetdi fo #2 j 
ſulnes among the creatures, it will fnde-t ſelfe | 


ved... Soe thats man may vndertand by 


fence what difference there is berweent the | | 
our 4nd the creatures, atid/ſoe being 488 || 


: 


NAG | ( linte iti chi) he foundiriot 
he fought, ) he niay gocatlaſt with ariin- 

re bart to 4 who one: is able roinipart 
woreto the ſoule; then it is-2ble £0- recciue, 
ur ladyſhip: maſt not therefore be cartyed 

ray ; by thats grearerrour Which yeris imibra- 
by egy os ones of thisworld; who are : 
arily a totheir owne will, and -Whs | 
tind witti'particular appetites , and Who. 


belike;thar they aretyabourid as ruth. | 


© then others-; 1h defireof things « + 6 ey 


heere of more eminent ratike & 
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: Tens but k Sropiegrmenes, Far after the ra 
fire, is the paine. And -as'S. Pe. 
4 our _ ou Will ceaſe , and there will ng 
wore be any bell, And foc wee 'may:ſay , ler thi 
proper will ceaſe; and there will notbe inthe 
world, either any-linne or any ſorrow, Fot 
which comesto ys, is not, initfclfe, the 
thing: which giues. vs aine., bur the coming 
| it, when.we would not haueitcome. An | 
| therefore. doth-God- require our harts of yg 
that foe hee may:freethem from many milcricy 
«ad may. giue;vs in exchaunge , bis owne 
which is. peaccable;, repoſed and loyfull in tris 
bulation. - Anda crolleefoole is hee, who had 
| cater hue, in. his _ ſtrairnes., then in hy 
itude of Almightie God; and who hadn 4 
.dye in him{eife, then line, 1nlife. Andi 
at agy.tyme , 0rin.anything , we Peg n 
| maigted. this finne ,..and . haue enlarged th 
| raynies. to our. owne delires , let ys gen 
. our {clues before the father of mercies ,. a6 
knawledgi ging ous finnes,and hoping for x 
donathis hands, and raking that paine wh $1 
| grew xpo0 Vs, bythe inardinatenes of oura 
petite, towards the diſcounting and qo 
ging.of our. fault, For by this meanes, Gods 
wont.to take 6: Say our {innes like one w 
; ſhould rake rhe boughes or branches of are 
andſctting. A uy 4 pt fre, ſhould apply: 
| hears to. the tree itſcifeand ſoc buras 
| yen ar rootes, 


Mud berter.it is for a finper , . ah 


_- - 


q 
: 


-_ © $-Doas 


EPISTLES 


lt, Mt TS OE EEO» TC —_— 


bil: dgrow into x ginie by occaſion, of his fin- 
Us BY: Shen i into peacsand reſt, For as S; A Jag 
[we-ſaith ; there 15 not; a more Wofull by n. the 


| lem; all felicitie' of 4 funer, And as ”_ et) 

75 learne heereafter , to giue all our delixes to' 
| God. And as + Non falls downtward, z and 
+1as fire flyes vpward; and as cuery thing in| 
"Ine ; makes towatds his proper EF :focler 


= 


| dur harts fly at full ble, tow 
{thereof, which'is God; 
F bi, Who would. not be ainled.yjp behould 
Fagreartocky Monniaine banging looſF in the 
| wre , without falling downe, to, his proper 
-Fplace; : arid who will not wonder. to. ſet 4 hart 
Which was created torepole , and reſt in God, 
a ine ic ſelfe , ir, the ayre.;/and, lefle'the 
1 yre? Therefore whether it be tharwee SA 
n rake true reſt in iny other rhen Inno, or be-; 
cauſe this Lord of ours ; deſerues., f himſel- 
Ms e,all our loue, { {ince be ische la: aſton : tol 
which all f iricrs looke.) ler vs nat fall h Oh 
Fafter, into fach a folly, as that whereof 1 ſhake, 
ett ys not ſpott,our honour, let vs nor COM | 
ſts ſuch 4 treaſon. p-agant. ſuch alocd; as! 
Mepootier : any, other defire may center, into 
our harts ; but OE for the loye of him. 
jan 1d foe will the dA clones of rhi | pros 
{93 e hart-breakiag ; melanch alies.,. # fl | 
yaine hopes & Ts Jens ly 
Jaarts of ours , & in their P En 
BE: which willgi ue vs Io; It 
&f heaue,is th cou of Hon 


ds the center 
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man canortiiberneie, For this did Tobies ſa c 
What toy cann'l have in this life, ſince | cannot ſte 1 he| 
light of beawen. Tt is agrear truth, that noe 
{-whois notindeede vabegmiled: concerning, thigl 
world, .canhaveany true ioy of hart, forchs 
kerkinkes heeſees , yet indeede it is but aligh 

of earch, aniffor a light of heauen, But: 

this orhepl ta man growey cured at the ye 
roore, | ; 
Ir py be tt char your ladyſhipp doe r not| 
thinke, comakethelike exerciſes of minde , in 
the way. bf ſpirit as before;now that you are | 
{ ſubic roar vnlike difh polrion of body, And} 


not having beene able to weigh, what thei 


{trengrh andſate would permitt. It is cle | BY 
thatwirh'this condition of body wherein ye Al | 
Jare, youniſt not thinke'of keepitig the [: | i 
| method which! y ou held before; nor doth our| 
| lordsskediy fuch things'at your hands, ſince} 
| his Will is very wife , and tempercd alfoc with] | 


. 


reat mercie;'and demands nothing of ys", by 
thar, for which hee e giues vs meanes ; And: not 
'onely hee will not reape-where he doth not 
ſowe; bur tijtn when hee owes , he is conten 


| toreape Tefe.,; chen hee hath owed. Your las l ; | 
| dyſhip muſt i epic be for that which} | 


you ate t hot , for you might as] 


elfe to pine, becauſe you tl] 


1 ': here with ro flye. Doe not 


[the ioy of F6, hart ypon hauing. coi 


litany 4-2-5 Arabayir afflicted them ſelves Fe Y : 


p . 


: 

; 
: 
3 & 
| 
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fince bis pleaſurois, that the. tyine which: be-, 
| fore you Fpenr: in praying {hall now be ſpent i in | 
| vomiting , let it beſoe inthie name of God; and, 
IF | lerthis contentement be ours, and lett vs more; 
1 |elteeme that he be pleaſcd, then. wg, would to 
IN |poffefle heaucn and carth, Andif webetrou- 
; with aoy ſcruple, that ſuch or ſuchapu-' 
Jniſhement came to vs for our haying ' com- 
Timitted ſuch', or ſuch a ſinne;; and that God 
Jcbaſtiſes vs now forthething which weeinor- 
F | dinately deired before ; inthatcaſs,,wharhaue | 
1 [we more to doe then to caſt our {clues ar his 
© | feete, delfiring both correQion andpardon. And 
" "He" will either give them both, or*els the | 
1 {pardon , without the correction , bus never the | 1 


l "Jcorrecion , without the pardon, if the fault be| 
1 {notour owne. We muſt thereforerake any tri-! 


in bulation, as an carneſt penny, orintrodu@ion 
17 | topeace; and prouided that thete may be peace | 
1 | betweene © God & vs, letany thing come which 
[he willſend, 3 
| | Oneonely thing wee haue to fare ta this cab 1 
& | which is leaſt wee ſhould ſlubber ouer our ht 
I ligences, ynder this occaſion and pretence, of, 
& | ££an doe noe mare, Wee muſt heere looke' ypon | 
& | Qurſelues with many eyes;forthis Eve, which 
[| hibew vs, is \cdelitoustobecherilbed, 
nc , and to be walking vp. and downe | 
ſegaren andlto be eati Fe forbidden | 
ite, that ſhe wants not athouſand inyenti6s 
rake reaſon belecue, that: ſhe demaundsnot 
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ilhment of the will of our 'Lord;, And Th 
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aty thing of dos wet but of meare-neceſli- 
rie, and thEisin a mightie chafe if they belei 
her: 'not. Madamthere is neede pc; of two 
things ; The onethat when wee clerely ſee, that 
-wee are able in ſuch caſes, ro performe our ſpi WC 
rituall exerciſes, wee muſt not omitt them, 
any meanes, Be notfaint in labouring for the 
 touce of our lord, finice rrueloue knowes not, 
whar itis to beremiſſe, & as you are tobe com= 
paſſionate, & pious towards your beloued, foe 
pat you to 4 vi ere, and nothi delicate tc | 


| Winds your ſelfe. Your ladyſhip ſhalldoe wel 

| to call to: minde , what heroicall a&s the loue 
| of Chriſt our lord hath wroughti in this worldz 
in thoſecharrs where it hath dwelt.It hath made 
| them endure prifons , torments , diſhvarl 
| and that with 

{worth of the beloged hath beene placed before 

| theeyes of the lover. And fince it hath wrought 
{{oe great effects in orhers , let it not be ſoe' 
| weake in-your ladyſhipp ,- as that it cannot 
[| enable you to paſle through 2 little affliction, 


much toy , whileſt the grea 


For the pleaſing of ſoc high a-Lord ; by who» 


|mme you ſhall beſoemuch the better accepredz 
| as' you ſhaltcome to himwith more afflitios 
| Yet ſoe , as that 'our Lord is not deſirous of 
our paine, but onely of aur lone, bur yet it-i 
/ | ill eruewithall, e<- the truth of loue ishard 


bo knowne, but in fomewhar which puts'vs80 
ine, For the freind who ftands faſt in tyme of uh 
lation , be'is the true freind indeede. And the 


| God doe well know , what wee are, wi 
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11- \ making any particular experiment, yer he loues 

|'to-trye vs, that wee may know it too ; that, 

| foe wee may haue comfort in finding ourſelnes | 

faithfullto him, in point of loue; and ſoe-may 

luein hope, that wee ſhall goe to enioye Qur 

{beloued for Patieace breedes Hope, as S, Panle 

: ; faith, oo b2 

t, $0 that this muſt be your method, till you þ 


; 


r 
” 


from your yomitts & paines, you may exercice 
your minde in ſpirituall rhings; and ar thoſe | 
tymes you mult alſoe beſeech our-Lord, trogiue | 
you light co know , when it is the flattery of | 
flelb and blood, and when it is Iuſt necefllitie, | 


| ich hinders you. For he who vſcy the 


knowledge well which he hath, ſhall obtaine 
Flight, for that which he knowes nor. Butas for 
{Forhers , with what face can they aske. new 
| tight , ſince it may be anſweared rhem thus, 
why defireft thou is know further , what my will 
4 ud pleaſure is , fince in that- which thou knoweſi 
| already , thou complyeft not, Arid when you are in 
4 any eaſe , though ir. bee not:much , ler.your' 
{| mind alſoe bee in ſome exerciſe. of -{pirituall 
A though it be not. much , nor 'with 
much attention , but onely recording your 
JYeſires , and prefenting- your ſelfe X32 
our Lord. And by this,, and withall by nor 
&nting your hart-ſincke-( for cuen the very: 
we of the ſoule-confiſts in that ) your Ia- 
Wikip ſhall paſſe: on. ,- viitill chat God prouide/ 


therwiſe. 
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The woman of Samaita asked W here she 
to pray, andourlord anſweared her , thatitwa 
every where to be done, and that (piritt. And (ol 
isthe chriſtian to dae , who io all his workes, 
to-pray to our Lord, not in the mountaine ori 
©| the temple alone, bur ja cating, drinking an 
ſleeping , in healch and ia licknes, referripg al 
to God, andiioying in all thiogs becauſe he res 
| cciues them from that holy hand, - 

- Your ladysbip is:to. baue great care. ,- th; 
you ſtraighten not the goodnes of God , ſince hy 
is.immenſe, Doe nor thinks that, you are tt 
kkeke him, and tofigde-himbut onely in ſuchan 

exptelſc place, or, deretminate.worke, He i 
| {every where, and youare wich him, and if yog 
 feeke him euery where, you $shall cuery whert 
be-{uce to finde him. 1 yeioyced ( ſaith the wi 
men.) in all things , becauſe this Wiſedome went be« 
fore wee. And foe doth hee alſoe reioyce, whoe' 
in all things behoulds God , performing that 

which he commaunds , and cuer keeping the 

hart in attention towards him , and from the 
"1gterary flowes-{adnes, and diſguſt, and de- 
164200 of minde., which is athing to be auoy»] 
ded, withmuch diligence, For ( as itis written), 
There 4 no. profit in ſuch ſadyes. Nay it brings: 
much: hurt borth-to our 'body-8& .co our ſouls, 
4 and ro our neighbour, Whereas ioy , and coms 
fort giue ſtrength, andper{cuerance makes ou 
Giot enemies grow. ſadd-, :it'cherishes the 


ſpirit of God-,, which dwells-in ſuch-as ace 
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- Beſides this , your ladyship $hall doe welb 
to receiue the Body of our Lord', now and 
xa, And fince the lodging which he takes 
p, is in the hart, you are not to bein paine,. 
or that your body ts noe better. And though 
ere may be ſome impedu.:ent, why wee can- 
ot labour, yet there can ve none , why wee: 
nay not love. So much the more muſt wee loue 
ur Lord, becauſe hee is both omniporent, and 


ery deſirous to giue {trengthto that hart which 


kes to lone him, for this tends tothe accom- 
lishment of that very thing , which he likes 
lt of all others both in heauen andearth, and. 
at is Love. Wherewith I deſire chat your lady- 
typ may foe abound on earth , that you may | 
eto be lodged neere our Lord in heauen. | 


nen, 
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A Letter of the Author to a Lady /whome he 
_  Sredtely in charge , and who feared , ber ſel 
i. troubleſome to him. He tckes oll feare fr 
ber , «nd animates hey to perſener in the way 
vertue., which she had begun; and adaiſes 
to the ſernice of ber neighbours , 4s « good ve 


771 Contemplacion. 


write often to mee ,” how carefull ſoeuert 
deuill might be, todiſcourageyou. And if y 
knew how great fauour youdoe mee, in lertit 
meſee,that you are c6fident of my truth to yo 
and if withall you would be pleaſed to ma 


chinke,that you are troubleſome to mee, I, f 
my part, haue nottaken vpon meſo in ieſt, th 


hands , as that any difficulty could make 


| weary of it, how great ſoeuer-it might bee;# 


how much leſle can I bee weary , when't 


| thing it ſelfe is nor painefull ro mee , bult 

1 ligbrfull.I beſeech you, for the lone of ours 
that you will aske him ,;v{hether I loye you 

1 noe. For I hope for foe much favour at 


'T hands, as that he willtellyou' I doe; foraſt 
ho bBioone A Ahn nnd eter — 


A 
RN Yn CG er wr__—_—_ _—_ "+ A_—_— _—— —_ 
—_ — 


. nes , whereby sbe might obtajne the guſt" 


| FF you knew. how great ioy I haue felt 
- 4 my ſoule, by your letters, I beleeueyou wou 


tryall of mee, I beleeue you would caſt away 
great number of thoſe imaginations, which tt 
deuill brings to you, about the making 


charge of you, whichour locd hath putinto m 
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the is a freind of truth, and hee knowes that | 
i ething, indeede, is foe. Doeyou hot already 
” nd: ſid, that his] is butatrickeof the deuill, 
reby ihe would pulldowne weake perfons? 
be you not know , how much hurt this con- 
loth to ſome of your neighbours , when 
ey beleive ir? you know well cnouyh , how 
<9 them , who will not conceiue, that 
ey are beloucd by.their freinds, and how * 
tke the part of ſuch as are abſent. But now! 
thy take you notthat counſaile for your ſel-' 
which you giue to others ? why will you 
oy Jes tire me out, with your incredulitie, as 
ters. doe ? For the loue of him , who was 
icifed. for vs , let not things palſe in this 
ſanner ; bur be confulene that our lord loues ; 
F and i imparts true-loue to 'mee., for the 
ing of all that , which is neceſſary for you; 
att muſt laſt cill you ſhall haue gay "ned 
£ crowne, to which ws lord hath called you: 
ich is-not-to be any little one, nor doe 1 
ic in my ſelfe, any little ioy, chat-F am hel- 
ig youto gaine the ſame. 
AY ou muſt alſoe forbeare , both toſay, and! 
nke , that the ſtate wherein you are, is a 
te! of condemnation, For that is a meere: 
mpration of the deuill,, who delires nothing} 
tore, then that you may leaue your manner 
life, that foe, he may carry you away with 
And ifit ſeeme to you, that you haue not 
at recs Gion , which you ought ,for my part 
F: ac ladrhar youdefireir, and gh for it; Bui 
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yet you'mult not doe it (oe, as withall to co 
cciue, that you are not pleaſing to God, in da 
ing what you doe, Many tymes men ferue G 
more, whilſt they haue noerecollectis, (ſoerh 
yet withall, they procureir), then with hay 
it, For lomerymes, yea and many tymes, the ph 
ſure of God is that, rothe end wee may vie Cly 
ritiero his children, we ſhall forſake the ſweet 
des of attending to himifelſe alone. And the# 
triarch Lacoh was enamoured of Rachell, whow 
faire, & he ſerued (cauen yeares, that they mig 
ye her to him, for his wife; and attheend ch 
rcof, they hone him L:4, the (iſter of Rechellyj 
zainſt his liking, And when he complaynedt| 
reof, they rould him, that it was nor the fashij 
of chatcountry,to beſtow their youngeſtdauy 
ters firſt , as he deſired. Bur they wished him 
| marry this other at that ryme , and thatif inc 
de he loued the yonger asmuch as he faid, 
;hould labour ſeauen years morefor that, a 
then they would alſoe giue herto him, and t 
hee did, and ſoc he obxeyned her. 4 
Hee who hath a minde togiue himſelfe, a 
| were, in marriagetothe beautifull life of recolls 
tion and denout prayer, defires that which is vi 
200d, But he muſt beſtow himſelfe in marriagl 
co the life of aFion, and labour. And firſt heem 
| employ himlelfe ypon the good of his neig 
| bours, andafterwards by per ſeverance, hesli 
'[obtaine the other, when our Lord shall find 
| fit for him, Bur in-rthe meane tyme hee is © 


renred with vs,if we will ſigh for this,and if 


es et. a —_ F 


i 


— WW ne 


<4 * - . 4 
© © tit . | FY 


_ —— 


a EPISTLES. | "Ep. 10: - 83, - 


vil antend to that. Neither i is he in hs right, 
ki dis sgladd of buſines, and imployments; nei- | 
yet is thatother intherigbt, whoe when he 
| fn che middeſt ereeh goes {till complayning. 
ar he alone complyes with that which God 
mmands, whoe ds es his hands, and wor- 
xs. vpon the {eruice of his neighbours; and his | 
on the ſeruite of our Lord, with more 
le&ion. Yer ſtill I fay, not ſoe facre, as that] 
dei muſt make him complaine, or be iſe! 
d. But he muſt haue patience in his buſines;}! © 
, in his defire andlone, he muſt haue quictnes; 
andsin oneof them, and his eyes, vpon the 
&r; He obeys in rhe one, and he ſues for the 
= And as ] baue ſaid elſe where, God ſerues 
pee of ſome, inthe firſt liſe of {ebicy ,tather 
iathe ſecond life of repoſe, becauſe wee vſe 
zwaile that defire , which indeede we bane, 
chang andto follow out owne will, & 
Lbepor coendure the impertinences,, and 
| at vhs of others ,'vnder rhe colour of giuing 
clues to Cor rempletion. 
Our Lord therefore, who knowes foe much 
then our (clues, what | is good for vs, and 
jt t the defires of our hart ſome tymes are 
$Thaue (aid, hath care ro condu@ our, 
drding to chat which he tudpes to import 
t, And (oe, his ſeruants mull yeilde obe- 
x to himand acceptof that, withthankes- 
g. which he imparts. And if any man cons. 
; that the employment which he hath , is 
b Mit ehar t hee, for his part, is weake , and| 
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that he ſerues nor God therein ſoe well 

ought ,or as he would ; I acknowledgerhi 
ſaith true; and I deſire, that he will betceue 
| fay foe {till, For woe be to that ſoule,, 
| preſumes to thinke , that he may contelty 
God , any other way ,z then by beg 
mercie, | | 

Know you, your ſelfe , for wicked} 
God will wrapp you vp warme in the wm 

of his. goqdnes , ang mercic. And euery; 
/| he will growe, in: docing you greaterrfay 

And concciue , that, ( ſuch as you. are; 
now, ) our lord vouchſafcs to-like;. and. 
| you , but ſoe that you, muſt continue in 
| warre without turning your backe to his 
uice, and then youſt muſt eſteeme that;h 
hce and'I are contented with you; .And 

| bothtyour father who is in heauen, and-J 
ſ pirituall father who is on earth, are contet 
with you; you mult'alſoe be contentedy 
your ſelfe, Not ſoe , as that you may giue« 
{to proceede, and profit in the ſcruice of: 
{lord , but that you may not be diſcourage 
diſmayed, in the manner of life which 

you hould. And doe you alſoe confidentl 
lecue, that our Lord is ſerued, by your ab 
where youare; and this ] declare to/you 

name ; andthat he will comfort yournucl 


vouchſafe to doe you yery. great faizour 1 
remember this word well. Be faithfulltg 
andturne not your backe towards him, 


ue not the counſaile of the deuill, nos 
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chan bloud. Be bould to truſt, and to offer 
ur ſelfe to dye for God ; rather then to for- 
what you haue begunne. For you ſhall 
jickly ſee, how well God deales with them, 
> land faſtin fighting for his honour, The 
ly ghoſt be your conferuer, and comforter, 
JEN, 
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War to a4 denout freind of hes, 
| Wherein he shewes how weake , man 
| bis Without God , and how full of 


ſtrength When he i placed in the hid- 
Lilew part of hit face , 'and what this | 


/ b/ face is. 


L SHE peace of our Lord be cuer with you. 
| Soe eat, is our weakenes, aid (oe craf- 
d ſtrong arc they who wage warre a- 
ult vs, that it is noe maruaile, if ſome ty- 
pe be ouercome , but ir is rather ſtrange 
[eouercomeat any tyine, Or rather in yery 
ed wee neucr ouercome , but Chriſt our 
| ouercomes in ys, who is the frong Lyon 
We K-14 whoe if he ſhould leaue Ys, 
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| Pia, | we were tnltanity io be swallowed vp., as Dal 
17. fairh, Bur he forſakes ys not, becauſe he lot 
. VS, and eſpecially ſuch a5 place ther bope In bum, 
Uidem, | the Came David ſaith; Thow art the defender of 
{ach as hope inthee, Andifar any ty.oe he hide. 
Cent.2. | {elfe from vs; it is not becaule he depatrs.3 þ 
| like aIeMtous ſpouſe, be ſtands looking through 
| cranyes, to ſee what that ſoule is doeing , wl 
. | he hath abſented his imbracements from hy 
| Eſpeciall y. he cop{iders, if the ſoule haueloſth 
confidence, which hisdchire is may remaine{ 
rooted inour harts, that noe winde of tEptath 
may pluck jriypy but may rather {trengthen 4 
ſertle it, belecuing that how. much more we 4 
rempted; ſoe much rtiore weare beloued by hj 
and how much more we are perſecyred by 
enemies {ſo much more are wecheushed by 
mighty God, whoſe care and vigilancyas imec 
| parably morefor 6yr-defence, then tlie ſubrik 
of ovit enemies tan be for our preiudice, ,T 
cauſe heereof is, for' that he loues vs tnore;th 
che deuill abhorres ys, apdhe is miore powetl 
thenour flesh is Fralle. (od he hath a bleſſed p 


{i _| ce of retreare; whetein as ina moſt ſecure ha 

' . andasin the boſomeofa mother ; hegiues by 
bour, toſuch as beitig weatyed with the temp 
of tribulations endfired for his ſake-, haue' 
*-{/courſe to him. Of this Dzwid ſaid ; Thou 8 


if 


hide vs in the bidden parit of thy face, 1 

- D6t you not thinke.” O nity beloued btot 

that you shall be well hidden and fecyre, 
ioyfall in the face of God ? But your wil at 
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7 is called ken bark, Cetcaineh wi gm 
it eaſon. For a5 theface of God isnot darke | 
right accordingts his diuinitie, ſoyet the 
þf Chriſt durLord , as God ind: min, if | 
>5be-darke and hidden , according to his | 
janiry, But this not wiitn hu face shnied like | 
inte, in Moant T abor, and his garments bike the vw 
t but when he was disfigured ypon Mount | Mark, | 
k ; when 'his garments and fleſh were | ”- 
| redd with'the woye which proceeded |* 
him, as the price of our redemption, If 
ig cond Jer bls face, prowniey ellow with 
vg faſting, andredd with the buffetts and 
ig; which their blowes had made; &full | 
ares deſcending from his eyes, & of blood 
ting from his crowne of thornes; you will 
ie to fa , that his face was hidden , he of | 
1 Dauid faith , that he was fayre beyond the | 
Wof men, and that grace Was Fuſed through 
ps, and that therefore nr Lord did bleſſe him 
Ceternity. | 
errainely, the moſt beautiful of ment, was 
br v, and more tormented then mart ever 
and ſoe farre disfigured, that Eſay ſaith, 
, Rey ; Hor grace ; we ſaw him, and he 
| of 4 mun, And againe , afterwards 
ith , That his face was as if it had beetic 
] b anddeſp iſed;, andthat therefore they eſtet+ 
lim not, He Lathes, did ſuffer enr infirmities, 
þ ſorrowes , and we t1oke him for ſome [eproe. 
| No had beene lap and __ ? our 
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—Ivett ther my Jeers rocker - in this -fat 
hich fſeemes to be ſoe defirmed, (but 'whic 
 indeede is rately beautifull to ſuch as behou 
\ [irwich the eyes of faith and Joue , conliderir 
"that it _ loue which deformed i it, tothe eh 
| that he might beautify our deformity ) de 
'| God fide em , who. Lbour that they may ng 
' depart ' from him” Ad be gives them, lig 
wherewith t6looke himin theface, andtor 
Feeineſuch ſtrength, and comfort thenge , AS; 
make them feele,rhar he faid true , whoſa 
| Shew vs thy face ond we 5hall be ſafe. 1 
This face is betield by the eternall fathi 
and out of that fight, Fi reſultts vs, the be 
mes of his rr. and light, for'by meanes th 
reof doe all choſs bleſſing $ coine to ys whi 
God fends.\And Dauid Knowtrig this, beſoi $ 
God fay ng. Locke , vpon' the face,-of thy Cl 
| For by lookihg vpon that face,he layes dow 
that, wrath to which he had been maued by 
king vpon our impuident faces, and he wil 1 
moue the deforthity of them ,” by that of 
beauty. And to the end that "his face of 
| cuer ſtand before his father, Saint, 
ſaith \ rhat Teſws Chriſt entred into beayen , to. 
peare before. the face of God for vs. And now 
the eternall Father lookes ints this glaſſe,j3 
he may comero.vs, let vs alfoe looke into, 
| the]8ndthar we thay not depart from hin 
|" We'haue nor aby other remedy againlf 
Cor, | weakenes, but the weakenes of is Chef 
| LR & which. $. Paxle ſaid 
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| wnf mity , bat that be lrwes by the powes of Gd ' 
Conlider how great hogs he enduredthat ſoc 
our ſoules might be taught to loue that weake- 
nes of his, and rharwe might nor give chem | 
away-to ſtrangers, they hauing been prircha- 
by their proper Lord, at Tuch a painefnl! 
and precious rate. Anddoe butweigh , what' 
weake braines we haue , 16 departing from 
hatioy which recreates the angetls, to obtaine” 
his baſe delight, which is polleſſtd by beaſts. 
And how Inconſiderate char ſoule. is, which}- 
exchaunges honny, for gall, and che Creatour, 
OF 2 CICature, | 
© Wretched creatures that we ate, and whe- 
ther ſhall wee goe, and what ſhall wee-ſecke, 
our of Chriſt our lord 2 Shall we peraduenture | ' 
E able to finde out any other Lord like this; 
ny other ſoe deere companion, and foe true 
teind , both in proſperity & aduerſityz Where 
any other ſore milde in pardoning, ſoeheau- 
wullto behould , ge, wilezo .conult, and foe | 
pod to loue ? wherÞ 1s there any other , who | 


a 
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[3 
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an finde in his hart, to dye for mee,with ſuch | _ 
eares and with ſuch loue 2 and who till re- 
n: nes with a di poſition co.dye yet againe, | 
FI cond haue nerde of his Econd cath ? 
thow fincere a truth was that, which Saint] - 
y delivered when he faid , Whetber ball}, 
ve O Lord , for thou boſfl the words of eter=.| ay L 
1 & are well , my deere brother , where 
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* | Let vs take heede, that wee trye not w 
kinde of woekull thing it is , to be withic 
him. A very bitter thing it is , and it coſh 
ſoundly 5 the ſetting on, Letr' vs looke vpon 
the afflictions which he ſuffered for vs , an 


Abt 


with them lett ys comfort our ſelues in ours; 
and by them let vs begg his grace , arid fa 
uour ; and he” will giue it to vs, that w 
may thereby , ouercome the world, the fleſh 
and the deuill ; and. foe we ſhall live in God, 
fince he dyed to kill our death, and to git 

vs life, | 
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'A Letter of the Authour , to the ſame 

' Lady whome formerly he had: ani- 
mated , to beare her affiiftions with 
patience. {1781 
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Y ſoule- loues 'yours | becauſe God 

loues it , and becauſe T am tor;haue 

| noe little part in your happines. S, 
Paule faith, that they to whome be preached ; were | 
bu ioy , bis hanour , and his crowne ; in reſpe&Q| 
that receiuing the word of God from his 
mouth , they had chaunged their life to they 
betrer , and had begun to walke in the way of 
God, and ſoc gane much ioy to $S. Pawule, For, 
delides that he reioyced in their good, he alſoe | 
hoped to receiue a reward at the laſt day , for 
having beene that inſtrument, by meanes whe- 
reof , God had gayned thoſe ſoules, and there-' 
fore did hecall them-l#:cxsfpne, Becauſe, as al 
crowne doth beautify, and honour the hea&| 
of ſuch as put it on; ſo they whoe are ſaued by: 
meanes of any man's preaching, will be a mea- 
hes of hogouring and ioying that man, as ſome'| 
peaurifull crowne of rich ſtones might doe.  - | 
” -Now this being foe, I confefſe you owe me | 
bot many thanks , for my wiſhing well royour,| 
ule: becauſethe good thereof is mint irfrews] 
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| | gard that God hath done me the faudur:to! bealier 
Bow youypon ate , for my {piricuall chitde,and$'} 
will imparr you.to me as one of rhe pretiougiiat 
ſtones 'of that crowne, which one day he wi 
 vouchſafe 'mee, if I continue” faithfull in th: 
vocas;by which he hath called mee. And noy 
becaufe you are'a lone, which he will ſetr-:in1 

' crowne; it isrhe pleafure of our Lord toworke 
and'poliſhou, very well. For, it is noe'wa 

| fret, to putſuch ſtones in a crowne, as are eith b 

| rough orof ngeworth ;-but ſach as theſe wil 

{ be throwne intahell, frince they receiued 'nol 
their being wrought , and cnamelled by tht 

! ſpiritt of our lord. But thoſe liuing ſtones} 
wheteof the celeſtiall ſeruſclew is built , ar 
wrought heere, with ſoe many blowes , th; 
tfeemes a5 if, our lord would breake them] 

| and chat againe he giues them new blowes 
without compaſſion, cucn before thepaine- of 

| che/former be:gone; Butyer, he hath noe intend 
tion to breake them, bur ro liih them, nor to! 
deſtroy them, but to beantity chem; & to make 
 themwuch, as that by how much themorethey 
ſcemed yo be ill handled heere, foe mych the 

| more brightly chey-may ſhine, at the larterdayy 
in'the bigh-prefence of almighty, God.) :Then 


will that appeare to be mercy, which heere ſees 
| mederuelty,” And God will {ce thoſe, pretious 
ſtones which bebath wrought,cuery one in hispros 
Pere pie gutics blifle, that the meas 
Fl liebeincSpaably moreetcemad 
ithen kiagdoraes, and empires, and wharſoeue 
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br carebly.thirigs,which anbeconrened. 7 
| 0 happy ſtroakes ; which ateto end.infuc 
khigt 0 ep "heyy labour bh hal-b. 
aid \by clie imbricetucots-of God himſelte! 
found vs heere;O Lord;as thuchasthou wilt, | 
ve thar thou cheriſh vs;there, Heere make vs 
' 4 weepe, thit there; thom noaift; wipe away. our 
te tes.” Diſtomfore vs here, in allthings ; foe | 
at we may enioy: thee,whoeart ll chings ;and 
& tigorous:tawsheerc, Joethat-there, hoy 
ave mercyfor vs /tnftoreIn this world, we 
baniſhed men,andcrowded vp into acorner; 
a weare avit were, vpon an-Efier-ene, Hea- 
an is our conntiey, and our liberty, & ou" feſti- 
» Andtherefore, howſacugt things happen, 
Wewill make a ſhift to paſleiit Jon Ant; 
thae when' the glory of God shall appeare , we alſoe 
ho fappeare in glory 5: &:that weniay. celebrate | 
at-ioybull £efter, with ſoe-many Cirtizens of | 
Neauen *hotilicelrhrared the-vweil vp6 earth, 
;: Madam,you mult giue thankesto our ford; ; 
x hee: treates you, as he'hath treated, andas 
y heanes to treate hisbeſt freinds. And #5 for | 
ar onely begotten ſonne of hits; who is the princi- | 
H fone of all flones , doe but ſes whas blowes 
wry gaue him. For they wrought}, 8&bert ypon 
, from head to feete; & thele yery blowes, | 
dale worke vpon that other Cond foot of 
&n , which is the moſt- Bleſſed virgin, our 
«dy, And ſoc according to theplace, _ 
ery one is to haue there, hemult be wrong, 
Epolithed beere,” Now if rhis de nec 
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ITY mm if pe ſons What ſhall become © _ 
; oners, but. ohely that-we mult bowe dow 
the head, and lay,, O Lord chow punisbeſt mee luilifen: 
in com wares of the mach punishment which I deſeni + 
ve. All that which 1 can ſuffer it title, though I aloghev 
| «hould ſuffer all the affliFtions of the whole world 
| Fox to him who, deferues bt!l , what temporal as þ 
can ſeeme great? 

Lett vs know., that God is Full of pittie ro 
wards \ vs, cuenthen, when he ſeemes moſt x 
 gorous; withauc doubr heis full of pitey, ſing 4 

whomeſocuer he puniſhes heere:, be will -noyor 
puniſh, but oaths, there, For ie.is wii 
[hat God dgth. not punish.4 man for the fame-thin 

| rwice. All that which weendure, we deſert 
but yet God is ſoe veryfullof pitcythat for, th 
ltripes. which he ſends vs, he pardonsourfir 

{| nes; and he accounts jt toe, as peece of fer 
ce from ys, asthat he,giuesvaa.crownefor th 
ſufferance. And ance the aftl;ions of rhis world 
| preuent,, Pargatorie., and entitle vs to-heaucnh 
who: will not loue them, when they come, ye 
and beg more, of God, themiyethe had , 

| even {ory , when he hath them-nox. 

' | who knowes, Chriſt and his kingdome , har 

noe co mpaſſion of himſelfe, in this world 

cauſe be knowes-himſclfe to be more: fee fa 
God , the more; afflictionghe endures for h 
ſake, And ſoedid that epamoured. [gnatig ſs 
Eve, Croſſe, fury of beaſts, cutting , quarrering 7 = e 
þ 2nd deſtraying of every paris of my whale 
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f yllhors cue vpon mee, and lee me e onely enzoy Cbrif 
valecbord;. Thexe us wotbing in ths world , which 
pdoe me good ; not ſoe much xs euen 4 kingdome. 
# more bappines for me to dye for Chriſt our Lord, 
4p. exerciſe dommion. one the earth , from one end , 
reef to the other. This ſaith that Saint , as one 
ho-knew well and did much Toue ourlord 
(@ Chriſt; and who ſaw that all was well em- 
oyed ; which could be disburſed'for the gay-" 
mr S of him. 
Inc In this manner, I deſire that you woulden- 
wage your. ſelfe to ſuffer the Pmrgatorie, of 
r linnes'; yea and though you ſhould not 
7 commirred f inne,'you ſhould yet apply 
_— roendure affliction, for the pure loue 
deſws ; whoe endured ſoc great Fines for 
ER wricbour hauing giuen the leaſt ſhaddow 
canſc in himſelfe. And I would haue you ſa 
fiim, that howſoeuer you are bound to ſuf- 
what he will ſend, yet out of a free hart, you 
puld gladly ſuffer , forthe pure loue of him, 
dugh you were notbound to it.” And thus 
vrding to the intention'of your hart , our 
| po willaccepeit at yourHKands, as an Embleme 
ich you carry for his loue, In the loues of 
it s world men vſe to make other Emblemes.; 
ut-in the love of God , the Embleme , is ſffe 
wee an «fflition. And he Who is not of a. 
png hart to ſuffer mach , lett him neverſtand 
wÞ -mce that he loves mach. For ti this } 
Wakece | is noe love without greife. T hope}. _ 
, that Iver hee ad nes Oe ereife. dy | 
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| Toa; : foe ee hath rouided: lace of 
I EL In thes? cher” WE. Th ul”: 
'indeede:, the very ſuffering for ſuch a bad 4 
.reward' enoughs And foe that as there is h# 
| thing foe. much to be-defired', in: the orlihe 
. world, as to enioy that kingdome with Ch 
'our Lord-, ſoe neither is there any thing] 
this, which may be compared to- the '&x 
| lengy. of ſuffering with bim, andfor him,$ 
therefore with agood will, fince you are t 
crowned , for the fame. Fot- x + afflici 
: which you endure, come.toyou but as a 
; meanes , whereby = niay obtaine 1 
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2 of ibe orwne Sales his freind, 
sbewes how: that ipexſun who feeles himſelfe 

grow ne could in we way of vertve:, hath'reaſyis to | 
_ 12 mxch;, idk greiue much , forthe 

ſent ill ;/and-for the daunger wherein be us "of |; 

lang mio. greater mijcheiſe. ; and nainily- of a 

ined hart which 4s. the' next doore 'to'bell. | 

a Ther vjually this decay of ſpirit, growes' eithey | 
tian ingrautsde”, or megligence, And tftly be | 
a kes uf the remedies: = wWY 
FE who in ſome ſontilde tyme, hatkſevni 

: i his ſoule a proficient i in yertue; and atthe 
'Feelent findesit ro be in decay, hath much cau- 


Fro be in paine, and to procure remedy, by | 
the meanes hee may. For , if a man | 
ro feele the diminution which he may ſuf- 
+.1n his temporall goods ; how much more | 


+ Nt gl at weeto "app rehend the decay of the goods | 
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| Þf our foule ich ar zoddes indeede 2 1ob ſaid 
With a deepe figh-, nds Vt Wisbed to be 4s be had | 
me , in the tyme of bis yowel , when cur Lord pre- | 
Bed bum , and when he made his candle shine oner 
A "Theſe and other things, which he}, 
d himſelfeto haue polleſſed before, and | ; 
were pacing to him then,at the preſent, muſt F.: 
ther berhought to haue 'beene certaine chop. x 
ty. delightful, and deuour communications, |: 
ich formerly he had receiued from God,and |. 
| ham ain: ; _then that he was then in | 
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EEE ENTS Ep. 
Tr reſent v want of. his former YSTTUES, - Forf 

gaue ſoe good account of himſelfe, int 
tyme/of eryall, whichis true tyme whercig 
deede it inay be ſtene, what: ſtrength one hat 
heisfound to haye, had, noe cauſe to c6plaj 
45, if our Lord did not then prote# him; or. carr 
| light ever bjm ; and therefore he faich vpond 
' former ground , who will graunt- that 1 meyh 


[ was before &c. 
Now.if he complaine of this, whaty 


that man haue reaſon to doc, who bndes in 
 ſelfe waſting i in pointe of yertue irſelfe ; a 
| w ceiues that his ſoule goes elſtxa gi 
e bylittle and little hor onely. from. thi 
jon mo AHA which he-bad cnioycd , 4 
| wherewith he comforted himſelfe, in fog 
tyme ; but euen from the very cultody 0 
| Jawe,andfrom conformity with, his tek 
And although.this miſcheife be great, £6 
the preſent, yet is ir greater by much, for 
future loſſe, which may be feared, For a ti 
| fall;in relation to agreatone,lyes ascloſcast 
. | ceue dothtothe holy day; 4nd as neere.be 15 50 
vomitied ont, who leades 4 Ni of repiditys 
.-. God, for his pretious paſſion , Keepe cue 
'mortall man, from this miſery which isſog 
/as to. make Saint Peter ſay , that ſuch men as th 
. { hedbeene better, newer to baue knowne our Lord, th 
"afier they bad knowne him , nd walked inby w 
to. bawe forſaken bim and to hote betaken themſelue 
tne wi And hat was not without gr 
s which n_—_ Gd c ro he __y 
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beene icx; eight and thirty yearest " Now 
| p ah twpele ; bu take heede' thou finne noe more, | 
| worſe thing happen to thee; Theſe words are 
je weighed, & feared withall, for they con- 
nea rigorous threat, andare deliuered y the 
with of \ſ rat it ſcife, and are wont matty ty- 
&;to-be executed, ypor! ſuch as feare him l 

t ,nortakea courſets ego their. falling 
bo them. 
There happens a wors thing to them, beeauſe- 
hes into which they fall afterward are | 
be highly qualifyed , arid more deepely roo! 
then the {innes commirred in former ty= 
As there is a difference betweene a mats 
in/he falls with his eyes open , arid whey] 
& his eyes {hurt ; orberweene a man-whoe 
Ewitt, and yet doth the workes of a foole, | 

another, who cirher hath no wire at alt'or 
plittle; or berweene a man who oughe his | 
> 2notherin the way of gratitude, and'ſer-|| 
for great Fauours receiued, and andther' 
had receiued noeſuch'fauours. Oneching! 
tomeete the'king in'the ſtreere;&(fecing | 
IKnowing, who heis),notonely codoe him 
eucrence, bur'to roceedeirreuerently to- 
is him; and another thing it is , not to 

v himat all,or not very well; or | at leaſt, 
toconſider whoit was, that paſſed, '' 
ſ A great fauour it is which God: doth to: 
| to'whome hegiues both the knowledge 
tirfinnes ; and of his divine loue', butyer 
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SPABRITVALE - Ep.x 
according te the gwift be ſaith wat the accomnt * 
be made. Andif it be ill done, not to pay ge 
with good ;'what will. it be, to render euill 
good receiucd, and to an{weare with offent 
inſteede of ſeruices ? | 

" There happens a wors thing to them, ſincet 
\ Fare wont toſfinne more, and:with more fa 
circumſtances theri before; and they come! 
lirtle and little, towards a hardnesof hart ;; 
to dry themſclues vp; in ſuch ſort, that't 
are not in-diſpoſition,to doe the good wh 
they did before; I: theanenot, when they w 
 ſoe proſperous , and happy in our Lord, 
| cuen before that , when yet, hehad noteca 
' them t6 his ſeruice. Then doethey ſigh,thoj 
ir bewitha hard & vntoward hart,toobrai 
little ſpirituall good-againe, and they fine 
not. But that which they finde is; That hi 
 uen is to thetn-niade of brafle, and the ea 
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g cured of this euill, colts deere andd it. 1s 2 

> which; is of great privilcedge and grace: 

n it is gr autited by our lord, as S. bernard: 

i Noe 1444 of 4 bard hart did encr obtaine falua- | 

in, voleſſe God, aid in bis mercy.care him farÞ, and 

[1k his flony bait from hint , andgiue bim @ bart. 
þ hb, inſteede thereof. | 4] 


” Theſe are the iourneys ends of thoſe wic-,| 


d ſonnes , Who after that they. were. receis. 
{for ſonnes,, and treated afger that rate, dee, 
n ther Loxd, whoe poſſeſſed them. , who made 
4nd who, created them. And bewbo trem- 

& not at this , doth already giue tellimony 
wugh, that bei is hard Rarted; and hath rea= 
"FO fears ſo.much rhe mare, as he feares the 

« And. therefore Sir, let ys. conſider theſe 


ings, as lignes of that, which 3 is like to fol- 
w, When yweſce that the foundations of a 
all fall away , is tyme toapply ſome reme- 
, lince wee arc aduertiſed of the daunger. 
ett vs greately, feare the goeing beckwieta 
ſire, of one qnely day , &. lett. ys nor ſuffer a 


4, though it may ſeeme :ſaall, ,to.paſle away, 


| thout puniſhment, And I ſay thoagh it ſeeme 
[, forin very deede,none at all.is foe, forthe 
"7h of them doth ys much. hurt ; though 
of them be greater then other, | 
ett vs rconeh 
in pac of theſe two cauſes; eicher; 
Mefol for the good as jp 
xin conſcruing it, Saint PO 
uſe why eedi imp parti ing . 
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to many , without'cuen ſoe'tnuch as heir! 
king, doth yer deny them other Joferiour | 
nefitts which they asked afterwards, is becat 
they were vngrarefall for ar be 
fits ;and thereby-make theanſelfies-vnwo 
of thelefler. Nor is it any new thing, that: 
who vſes ill the great bleſſing which he rets 
ues(as if there were noe neede of taking pa 
nes,to conſerue that which is already gotten 
ſhould looſe them, Soc that we mult no 
thanke God againe, for the benefitts which i 
hraue receiued ; aid: let vsemploy them wel 
| (forasmuch as now remaines inour power 
leaſt wee vrrerly looſe them all, and our ſelw 
| with them, Letr'vs' be the more remiſle in « 
ther bulineſles/, that ſoe we may beattentit 
| to- this, with all our power, When a man di 
des his eſtate, into very many parts and p# 
; ments, it growes tobe in effe& nothing, A 
{ he who hathreceiued particular bleſſings fro 
heauen may content himſelfe with keepi 
them , andigrowing rich inthem, though 
be notſo profperous in the goods of this wor 
If he haue a minde tocomply very punctual 
with the deſire of temporal riches, I fearect 
it wilt be vpon- the price of ſomewhat 
which is more worth, For theworld is for full 
 walienitie ,/ #nd'our forces are {ov weake , t 
© are like ſows little poore candle, in'th 
1 | of many mn and if we faile to! 

- yerydihigent,, to keepeit in, they will blow 
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I&Q Zo hat -mv 

wes bt Joſh: PI Og hict will ht 

gl x lol, wheels er ST KiEar 

bully ſocuer w/; 4 FRA 14 its, An 

,thar-remaig& in fafery,,; it our {elye | 

not. gli $8; Gull Er cher 

ti ik>1an thoſe childrr Getig1 

n bedeafjiloye ignoabe. ror onforem;ar | 

dp Gotppanyls defy ringltbet if any 1{aoerden}. 

Wd arrvne, Ft aght raiberefelh, firſt por, thow , 
(the? Wiſe aud Aulrenapbick, bt 

p Aocevery day 3 ce: dog ha hae 13S | 

Pt, ut. temporall.ftace, 

lifpal $ lues5o loble that which 
Land to ſaic hat which is more, | 


Lett vs therefore reſolue thatit isbetter t 4 


is 
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good conſcience, then much ternpor 


es;snd to ba pagan God; then wit 


In; and {0 in the. reſt; And procuringto ap+ 
je ouir Loud g+ petignce ; and cont | 
{that which is paſt, fect. vs b abes mak 
ppipatts: bd lead 4 new.life, with freſh 
being yery mucki offeodet with out 
p for bnigeene oe yo 
nefaGtour ; ard foe n 
concerned vs x oft. ef 
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v1 738 7 UM + i6 4 Condi bis freind; | 
{ whons be perſapades- to doe bis dexyvty , which is | 
ov fight the betailes of our Lord againſt the ence | 

_ 

| 


a } Owe whichie te felfe-willof max, | 


| 6 
my 


}- Hane ynderſtood the reaſons; 
hereby: you” would perfwade 


me, that-it is more. ſecurely firc | 


for you , to dwell in:the- Citty; 

we chen in char towne; And though 

ede they be ſubrile,, yerthey:doe nor mo. 

memuch, For the motcernitie of all is 

t , which wee doe, after the of 

tour Lord ;and which wegobraine at 

nds by-prayerz and which weeſceclee-: 

fl by experience , and not that; which on 

Fdcher fide, weeiethe to bee conuenient, 
ys L z- meere bumaine and 

ps Hang kinde of iudgtnent. yoo 


| I? / buy chat you, 25 being an Inha- ; 


ar ROY that Citty:,"and withall 4 
meanenefle , and: deffing 
wo I: oak roinivarys live there; | 


Wines, in your owne.cau.. 


d therefore the me which 

c 769 er wt 

: euour prayers. And 
= cenc 
racher.and: his: bearers; If chow”! wo 


__ oy this | - | [ "#S. 
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Paſwed, ſaith he, thou wuſt dot it more by fob 
'thew by exclaminy, "And though 1nthat which 
; have ſaid , mee thinks you have commi 
| Ome-excetſe! ;5er/in another*rhing,” you ha 
| thebetter of it; and you edrfy mee ; Natnely, 
| your hawing: witeen three lexfersto mee, aw 
out hauing roceined any 6nt'anſweare of myn 
I efteeme this fauour, as much more heny pe 
king by wordbfaionth ;a3Thete is diff 
berweene doningyand foyrag.i: And it is ah 
whichi defiremuch , ar his hands wh on 
| roma -ForT finde foemanywho are ir 
; with rao, apon this occafion; that'l had Yay 
' they wrote'novar all, chenthat they ſhow 
|ffroded with mee ſoc ſoonc.. And foe, 
of Xhinezs 203 45504 

: What ſhalt now ſay to-you, or, harſh 
bepof. ye, fince-you-areJoe much my 
Lord;:but that ( Snkuatine you ave — 
lies of: benous;) yourtfolee xo, fight ;abd 
[you ho: nongaliod by awrange name , ati 
Form whichaxhriſtian.aughemoſtro.Aly;; 
jrtey a one ninlt loye-lancerity, _ _ 
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ovhomeſucronronmerPornernoating 
ae pro me, O Loyd. ſuffer Folens » Aye thaw 
eare for wee. And now lings you have! one 
8 , who. makes. youremgmber that, you 
ſe in warre, I: will pup. you in;minde-juwhas 


Ine, For wee-cannot. expect. ,;as B, fruj 


[you are ro Wags-ity tharfoe-yaumuay.o _ 


« ware, but either great feljciry 3; 9714 
73 ſince the exiumph; of, this victaty, i is/59 
Ge 0d polleſled forall erernizy Ang the lolly | 
vanquiſhed, 4s the lol: and. chat, tos | | 
# almighty God, LT Ti vu 4} 
O-that a-manwere able ro thunder purke| 
> a voice ,.a3 that, it might grachi$5 gþe 
(of all mankinde 3; and; might aſtaniſh 
b with the feareof hell, & encourage. 
| the Ne. of heauen ! ©, oh ogapes of 


urtnemies and-why pov! K 
with your hap;s ryed vp,, wathour,cithgs: | 
por ſhame [2 Dyg you not whoa bee wbori| 
bmſelſe 10 le overcome by'figne, 1944hgn; pri; 

Mibe dewill > Daeyou not knowe1641 4bd Wagty 
pe giacth 4 death , bothof body &:ſoule)| 

ax for.al crernity- 2; why, 40s: 15m 
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"SPIRT VALL. - Ep. 14, 


4 Your olviiethifcheiſes iuing ſtabs as ir re 
| your ownefſoules, by foe mightily-in 
ged for cu Iittle offericewhich EY 


the Joffe of 'God, & of his freindihipp 


fove ether ic be kepe or loft , it, makes you, 
j deede, neither more nor lefſe? what w 


boy ' which is oc rowards:yow, whi 
| _—_ thadowes veng pos . jor bf flno 
' yauiſhed', you 'be ſummoned” 


teh thar fleſh; which you loued foe" mut 


and to forgoe this Poe world , which 1 


(beeſtcerthed, and preſented bek 
re) ior Ry 


char rigoro you will 


ene Indie ſenere againſt you ; al 


hath foundeyou lefſe edient to him? - 
| "What would you have him doe > wouldy 
have him know you for his Caualliers, 

o haue hting in-his enemyes ca 
otitheirs e? And whileſt hee wc 
with bis bleffivgs , and even with that” 
life, wh youliue, youwould needege 
rhe lawes of s mortall enetny, when, rhiew 

\. | le,youdereſted his > what would you have 
doe: cenhrnre, 4 have him pay you fort 
uigt which youhaucnordone? Into v 
ſbnableminde can it fincke, rhat Iſhoull}] 
| otie man & demaund: my pay of another ah 
what colourcanl, who have's 


| ted” you? 1 why have you not a m_ 


you haue foe quicke a ſence*,”when thers | 
of elirfle riches , or honour , whit 


you afſvente in the day of viſitation, and | 


£ 


_ 
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Way is 
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vape cann ſuffice to waken thoſe miſcrable] 
aturesQut of their deadly {leepgztill theirend:| 
ue, when they mult lehrechoenekinwrhinh, | 

Is them to Hell, and then muſt tele eternall,|| 
,_94 1 ,without any remedy thercof. A greas. ; 
biſery is this, & heeis bappy,wvhome ous Lord-| 

| kdelwere from: it; giuing him.notice of his;] 


5 


#eape Corraption. ;: and be whe wwll reape bſes| 


= jaw mn ſpirier, fox proper grow wat ox RY 


gs ont of thiftles, 


| fo my ſelfe for 1 warkeals « 

le - ak wifiches were aline;. Whatdo ag [\. 
t to ſound a trumpetr ta. him whoe is £4 
Gorofandi ity of. deafenes 2 what doth it pro+: 
tmee, to ſay Heare this, tomen with whome: 
renters nor, ;cuenby thevery fill gates, of their: , 
t. What ſhall wedoe,O Lord?itorinow'] ſos 
atthe chrear which was madeby'the Prophes 


tm 


Ei\P1 Ss TL ES4 7 2 Ep | 4 
imareward (when 1 om og jj; 
achtt ſeruane >Ler vs nor bedeotineds sf * 
engin this; Noemen 5ball reajie, bajdccording 16/Get. 16 | 


bet t2bicb. be beth ſeen He whe foweth:in fleh,. 


2,Cor. 9 


is ſulfilled, Hearing you shdlibtarr., and 
, and ſering you 5ball ſee', avd.yetn01 ſec 
neither words nor ſcourgesi,, nor: {vw 


þ wayes, anda will to walke afterward, 
L-as-are good, . Remember you:th&refore; 


- wherein God called you, and know:|/ 
n God opened your cares and eyes,,40,| . 


akar yan might hoth ſee, add, bearez-ay [# 
hand inde 'petrſf. 
n= 
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he ee att. & 


ingit) giue'great'thankes forthe ſank 
=o you; af you diſpuey 
Hed your ſelfewelbro receiueitywhich isiqzuom 
” [worthy chew all things els:4;fince freing 
_ | with our Lord was -giuen; you+,:to which 
other-thing- may: be ared:). 
| fi cof your true. gratit ce, beafai es 
Ooerlbaecing tol _ eyes”, and-tare; 
open towards: eds! Almighty God;:Bor hee waeuld 
be mach more blame-worthy ;whoſhouid'fa 
when his aye: were 4x3 guy be ſee t 
hee: were falling; {IL ea. had: 
yes in this Tr 15 one thing for aſoule nt 
thew abfurdrhings-; ;'anotherthing ;for'a mat 
who is of indgment;: Andifoe rhocall of of | 
-|yyhome our lotd.hath rayſed;audplaced . vpoulit 
feere ,, and giucis himlighry wherewith:ax 
ismore-di aling tochis)diuine 
 |[rllenthey whtiots he-rgoke,, before they knowfÞ 
| grtou ued Gug,1tbeſerch yow rherefore admoa f 
'nilythoſe-new- Canatlicr).of of the king of heal 
| hen, that they.vndertake. riot this lines 
|i{Þ, rice bottyrhepuniſhmem of negligence, 
and cherewardbb, a:carewhich-is taken: in 
15noe moirati indeede endureth iv 
rp 152 rea Lord, aid be will be ſerudd 


much al poreptna hee inflied x noe  lefſs 
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kb ancarrbly kin am] oncquireri@ poſſeſs 
pn of g\licile —_ there is.a necellity of ra- þ 


vg caxcy.of vanbings of troubles , yeangd | 
NEtmes, BUEN, O f ſhedding blogd yet nor 
MM. grom Fior,, in'the combarr; ſince God 
bpſeicouſe its "willbe. pd Lee of the 
meth of whoſe arnie/, they ſhall þinfakibig % 


us qutof the feild., \ 44m Fl 

M The enemy whomexhey arc rd. ouercome; | 
ad che (zycrig which-they arc to ſubdue, isrheir 
wane proper will, Let chem placethat wal, be- 
themſelues; and agaiaſt char; Jettthem, le> 
ell all cheir ſhort;and to that let them ſay.T bow | 

we the enemy of God , ſince thou defireſt Fang which 
p Contrary to'l1m , and therefore then aM my eee 

,* For 1 wholly belong to Gd. I am the Fein of 0 

it freinds ; and the enemy of h1» enemyee, 1 will 

ane 'rige peace with thee', that ſve -I may haue noe 
Warre with God. Lent God raroue In ty hatgandl 
wot yne owne diſordered wall, I will. gonerne my | 
le according to that , ybith-hee commdantli, aud 
wot according 10 that th F wil beg of my God, | 

bat hee will be pleaſe mee h1s boly will, 
and that 5hall be my lawe, though myne ewne wil 
would faine bane it otherwiſe. Let it paine mee or 
et it pleaſe mee , 1am reſolued to tye my ſiife faſt ty 
» face beſides that I owe to him otherwiſe ; he 
las falined to the Croſſe for mee. Nay l am vitdone 
goe not to him ,, ſince all that which comes nb1 
| him heere”, with loge; shall be denided from bim, * 
| e next life, by bs hate. Let it coſt me thy blend, Menb FE 
6 {may not looſe my Goel bor thet [mas brere_* f 
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| "this wor from bi ble mouth, Rewoyce thin 
land faithfull a yg 
thy Lord. In fine , ll that which þ 

rhort ;, and all this is temporall ; 

| nell'; all this is light ,"and that, is full o{o0 ebt 
And therefore let vs ſay from the bart , th Das 
{ wid; One thing bane I deſired of onr Lard, wud tha 
{will I ſeeke , end ors Are eto 
Lord for ener. And lett this be our conclufion 
that heauen did neuer coft deare, ' Our Lor 
graunt it to you , and tovs all , der he 
ownedeare bloud, Amen. 
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ENTRE ODECE LEE, 
C þ Datrow to a great Lord wherein he I 
rreates of the knowledge of Got; 
2 and of 4 mans ſelfe ; _ how be 
Was to proceede towards bis a F 


\ſalls, 


R | 
T HE peace of our Lord Ieſus wif be cuer 
remayning with your lordſhip, The holy” 
45. Auzultze delired two things of our Lord, 

b| | ont ta mee, O' Lord, thatl mayknowibee, FL 
Te whack mey know my ſelfe. Theſe two atC things, | AJ | 


OLE >? pan 7-2" - 


which we myſtalldefire;and noe man is to be / 
| found withour them, vnleſſe withall be delire 
[tobe found wittiour ſaluatin.. The temple of | 
Salomon conlifted of two partes; ; Both of rhe | 
0 {were holy, but yet one of them,was more holy- 
\ Whthen the other, That parte which way lefle ho-/| 
| lyewas the way, to theorher.,, which wasmore | 
holy. 'The fl is the knowledge of « man's felft;' 
which cerrainely is a holy thing; & it is the way 
tothar Santis S anflerum,ywhich is the eine 
4 #fGod; whete our Lordmakces anſweare tours 
4 den naunds, and remedies our [neceffities; and” 
re we inde _ of life. For th1s,” 
ait alone is 740 bfe So kory thee, and | 
pho! yo buſt ſenr, dof then, t 34 
t now, this foe high thing, | 
yowileds ke 6h evorwheob tained 
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the knowledge of ones felfe—It is molt cerraine; 
that noe man euer ſaw.God, vnlefle firſt he 
Faw himſelfe. Noris it ſafety for any man, tolif 
fly bigh , vnleſſe he haue the counterpoyle off 
| knowing himſelfe , which makes vs "chin cel81 
baſely of our ſclues. | | 
Amongſt all the other fauours of our Bleſ-)8{ 
ſed Sauiour, there is noe doubr, bat that his dif-JW{t 
ciples would be ſtanding to looke at him, with Wſi 
exceeding great guſt , whilſt he was aſcending}{ 
{ vp to heauen vpon Aſcenſion day , bince there jW\* 
was noe remedy , byr that they muſt needes 4" 
| forgoe .his- conuerſation ; that conuerfation 
whichcan carry noe diſguſt withit. And they ff 
found great comfort,in. looking vyporuthe way 
by which he-paſſed, and towards the place ro 
which he went. But what: didiour lord\com- 
maund them ? Not certainely,that they ſhould: 
be ſtill caſting vp theit eyes to heauen, though 
that ſeemed to be an excellent thing ; But he : 
ſaid thus.co them ; Tow! men; of G :lelee , why doe | 
| you fland looking vp to brauen? Giuing vs there-|] 
by to vnderſtand, that although ir, be avery ſa- | 


| 
| 


"A 
& 
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 uoury thing, to looke towards Gad, yet itcon-| 
cernes.ys alſoe ro ſtudy gur ſelues.. Firſt for the | 
 reverenc@ which wee owe to-God ypon who-|Þ | 
'mewecannort logke;but with great confuliony|} 1 
om how vnworthy we are thereof: | 


oy 


And-ſecon | 
himſelfe, he is inftantly apy to become wan- 


ly, becauſe when a man 
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vilihe growes to looſe all holy feare and he proo- 
MW ucs light, and giddy ; like a ſhip which being 
efi{withour. balliſt, looſes the: ankar, when any 
| rempeſt riſes, and the end thereof is-to be car- | 
{fied hicher & thicher , til}at laſt it be brought | 
elf8i{ro ſuffer wrack, I neyerſawany ſoule remai. 
18} ne-in {afery, bur by tbe knowledge of it ſelfe. Noe 

- |F{-building can be ſure without deepe founda- 
-18/tion; and that tyme is well imployed , whieh 
is ſpent: vpon the reproofe of a man's *owne 
Ploule, Iris fall of profitt, towardsthe amend- | 
{ment of our faults, if we will examine them, | 

PW hat, kinde of thing is a man- who examines 
not,'and knowes nor himſelfe bur a howſe 
without: a window, ; but the-ſonne of fome 

| widdow ill brought vp,,who for want of cor. | 
[Eretion, is growne wicked ; but a meaſure, 
without all meaſure , and rule , and which the- 
1} cefore is a falſe meaſure. And finally; what is he 
"but a'man , whoe is indeede noe man 2 For he 

14 /whoconſiders nor himfſelfe , dorh neither go- 
1 - war himfelfe like'aman , nor doth he vader- 
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their neighbours, andnegliect their owne, E 
fi regard thoſe errours of orhers.axe behaldh 

| themgnore eantinually, & more clofeathand 

they ſeeme grearerto them, then their. owne 
 vp6 which they neuer looke but from: farre'g 

& ſoc, how great ſocuer they bein themielu 

they ſcemelirtle to them; From henceit proce 
des , that intheir conuerſauon; they arefoeig 

tractable , and ſor rigqurous ; for iult-afrer 1 

 |rate of rheix hauing noe conſideration. of the 

' | one infirmitics , they have noc compaſſion 

| others. to en, ---M 

Inecueryer faw nan, who was curious nth 

' | c6fideratianh of bimſelfe, who would nat alſo 

| ealily paſſe onerthe fault of another; and whay 
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' | ſocuer that man be, who is ſcucre againit anos 
. [ther when he falls,giues firopg euidence, whe 
' [reby it is proved that he conſiders rior hisbwne 
| defects. Spe that , if weedebre to fly , from this 
toe daungerous, kinde of blindenes, we: mult 
| | be ſyreco view & reuiew; what kindeof thing 
| ourſelues are; that ſoe when we finde how mj- 
| ſerable we be,, we may ry our forvemedy ,.te 
our lord leſ#s. Becauſe indeede,heejs leſws, th 
|.is to ſay a Sayiour z but yetrof noe other; rhen 
| ſuch asknow , and'bewaile their awnerniſe« 
| ries, andwhoxecciue: ( indeede, if theyxAan yUuy 
|.in defre ;ifrhey cannot;):theholy S 4Cr a mentoOi 
4] _ Charch Ort aheys eye cured andſs- 
Reds 4 od alth | QUg : (JE MARTINS VHQSO79 For 


te. i. De. - 


"E] P: NTT iP "Epcrs.. n= |. 
nely. behould vba; which be may obs | | 
__ within his owne hart, will finde 
Fo ings for which be muſt deſpiſchim 
tc that, w > nears cry out, from 
& POTLOIMT of that Abille; andfay , there is noe | 
| of my wiſeries. | 
| hois he that hath noterred,in thoſe thin things | 
_-_ einhe thought him ſelfe moſt ſure? who 
h not dedired, & ſearched after things, as c6- 
'S « jr they were good for hiny; woe 
wall b PC an 
3 awill preſume ro kno wany thing, "Coce he 
kibcene deceiued izin Le what 
4 aa bed: oh en a map,who.knowes 
orfoc much, as what heigtoaskeof God, as 
Poxle.rells vs2 and rhis-comes to palle, be- 
uſe we know not ſoe mych as what is good, 
our {clues , as-it happened cucntotheſame 


br Wha beagibgp God thathe would. 


wt ov rye Pre wan 
Rs at indeede he [cio 


ed; nor much as what was 
od for him. And now. who will put c6fidence 

is 7h Fx To: cuen ſoe ea 1-1-1 
15k & defire,conc 

hee. Eng the haly gbeſt ahbnet, 

Ke &, which weenorgoad ford im TL 
le. Certaine ,our ignorance muſt neces be 
great, fincewe erreſoe ofte in choſerhings, 

ein i pores vs ſoemuch not to erre. 
now. the agh ſomecymes,onr lord ſhould | 
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| | reach"4$'t6 Rr RY et who dt 
| not ſee/how yery great our wetkefiev is; 


| how! Wefall flat vpon'our Faces;iti thoſethix n 
wherefty it coneertied'ys to Rind vp*Figh : 


| whore hath it-not vecurred matiy+ymes. 
4 propoundt the doeing of ſome ,odrhing, 
|-yet.t6 Hide himſelf oncthrowne? : i? oUe 
© | coth62by thar wheteinhe nant be to 
"molt cthillicible;* To Uty wee Tihent our! 
[5 ; wich'teares in'oit Eyes, an&wep 
| refrtirie/chemaſtaward, and y et eter wh 
theatre rear Miretpoyaicche 
' Ffonteth 6erafionolfitmets offere& F 
| - ping muſe ve'fell> ive combitt"that's | 
wet hane cAvfe ro'wHt 
agai he body of es 
[Cori ; WHIP rem! Exhſc-of f beii\PE& 
forthe irreyerence 
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\Fharb6aret his preficts! re 
j4# eh {ip ſomeryrhes; tha 8Gd6ne 
| ice our Four foules'! What" Eat 
foe hike, vis: Oy haanges f62 
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& had no: FA bel, What rhing can | 
be , withſuc vari $1nit, 38. 
ar apy 15 made afte £7 599 Image 
Lak painte with ſoe many ph. and ſoc 
y topgues , as this King of man? How 
$y ly ſaid lob, Man newer remaines in oycand the |, 
e ſlate. Andthe reaſon heereof is becauſe be [1g ». 

aibes or du} , and bis bfe, 4 winde. Now what | 
gt ſhould bee bee . who would fecke for 
yr poſe or re(t "betweene duſt, d windez. 
ve not thinke that there could. e 2. more 
sthing, thenif we wereable tadiſcerne 
many ſeuerall diſpolizigns/one: pn is 
& ,inone onely day. His whole life is a], * 
Wn maſſe of -mabllicy. 2nd frailty, And thas, [ 
the ſcriprure ſaith,agrees well ro him, |* 

Ffaole 15 4s chaungzeable as the Mooge. 


t now what remedy ſhall wee bpde hee- | 
' Certainely wecanhaue none ctrex then | 
>w our {clues for Lupgiicks. And ,35 in 
fer tyres they carryed a Longtick moles to 
Lord leſs {0s thaz he might curt him 
dere vs go 1: ind to che ſarye lord loſes, 
Kcxipture ſaith, that he gurl jp:aiur rourpented 
mas, end that awetymes be caft bjry into 1hþ 
5 ſome!ymes in49 the wats; and the.yery 
=- £O' V8, TART! my Wee fall; 59 
Fuc ems ico heovse of cali, at, 
di +89 Q f malice, A 6 wo yr" obliged ', 
Þ-Bs b:-irof ty hy + 0 
night) the ime pat; "7 JE 


© "SPIRITVALL  'Epaxn- 
[little amendment there is in the tymepreſe 
we will beſure to ſay , and we may doe it w 
much*trath, The ſorrowes of death haue ennirot 
mee, the dangers of bell haue hemmed mein, ©? 

| O-danger of hell , which is ſoe mig 
to be feared! And who is not hee,that willy 
watch with a hundred thowſand eyes , that: 
=; not be pur to welter in that profoul 
Lake ; where hee ſhall. cternally bew aile &t 
temporal delight , which he hath ynlawfz 
enioyed } who will not take care of his w: 
leaſt otherwiſe he be found widering from 
happines?where are the eyes of that man,wl 
ſces nortthis 2 where are his cares, whoe hea 
| not this > where is bjg pallate who taſtes 
this? It is acleare teſtimony of death , not 
performe the ations of life. Our finnesarey 
numerable ,'ourfrailties arc great, oureneml 
are ſtour, crafty, and rhany; and they hatg 
home, Thar whereof wee are in queſtiol 
either the gayning or looling of God, for 
eternity. "How comes it then to paſſe, t 
the middeſt of ſoe many dangers, wecanelt 
| me our ſclues ſecure; and ynder-the weigh 
foe tmatiy woundes, we doe not fecle the p# 
thereof? whyſceke we not for ſome. remel 
| beforethe 7 our yponvs, ard before! 
gates of all fijccour , be ſhut vp againſt? 
When thoſe fo, 1 


whe: liſh, virgins ſhall cry out; al 
ſhall be aofiveared thus , | know you not, © 
KA Koa ths 
:> Lerys therefore know our ſelves , and 
'- 1 ſhall be-knowne' by almighry God. Le 
a ET nes by + "IO? | Ke wu 
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> and condemne our ſclues, and ſoc we 
F be abſolued by alanghty God, Lett ys | 
ve. our eyes vpoR our owne faultes, and ſoe 
ge will be mercy enough for vs, & to ſpare. / 
tvs conſider our owne miſeries , and we 
Wearne to haue pitty ypcn thoſe of others, 
Fas the fcripture faich, By that which 1 in thy | 
thou shalt come to know that which u m thy 
bbour, If 1 ſee my felfe fall ſometymes by 
ity , I (ball thinke that it may happen ſoeto 
neighbour, and as I ball be gladd to haue | 
Mult pirtied , ſoe will 1 hauepitris ypon 
rmen, When my betters doe me a disfa- 
which I feele much, I muſt thinke that 
inferiours will be troubled after the ſame 
Iher; if 1 disfauour them, If 1 be add, ] 
e comfort ; and my neighbours caſe is the 
E 1am troubled at an ill word which -was 
en to mee , arid I ſay; That I aw made of flesh 
wor of 1708; & this ſerues me for a proofezthar 
leighbour is alſoe made of fleth, & feeles 
ke affliction, vpon the li ke occalion., The 
gitzons of ſome men, giue me trouble; and | 
'that they would mend them , that ſoc | 
nay aot occaſion mee to finne., and my 
bbours defire the ſame of mee. Wee areali 
F of the ſame mertall, & there is noe better 
bywhich I-may hue wich my neighbour, 
t6 marke attentiuely', that whichpaſles 
a my ſelfe, ſince hee , and I, ac one, | 
' who practiſes ol Doint of mercy with | 
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fot pardon 


| 
[Po 


knowieder'of Ghriſt otir Lord to be releined 
| him, Fey the mercifalt, $hatl obtaint mercre, 1 
otherwiſe; hewill heare that, which the (6 


| rarefaith, He tohoe shatts bj tare acainſt the 


of the poore , that man hall cry ont , and uot' 
beard. 
All man kinde is poore; nor is therk 
one of that race, whoe is not ſubiect ro 
\ntceffitie.'Lert vs confiderwell, if we bed 
to the miſerics of orhers, for foe will God 
roots; Letnoe man thinke, that Chriſt! 
Lord; will meaſare-to vs With any other meal 
then lis we meaſure to others. Lett noc mant 
ke hat' wh. obtaine pardon , if he af 
e vntoward man, {hall ni 
with Jeet nes;the troubleſome man, 
troubles; theoffenſiue man, withinturies, 
the charitable man , with mercy. For, to 
thornes, with a man's neighbour; & toth 
of vathering , #t the hands of Gd 
wholly impoſſible, N 
' Now becauſe we confider not this , t 
"very few whoe finde rhemſchues entet 
ned "by almighty God with fweerenes y! 
there we manywhocortplaine, rhat God 
$toreloine their miſcries ; and they" 


| vaile howthee can ſend them ſuch ſtore off 


bles, both: within ,/ and withour ; eſpet 
lincetiis/ very 'riarhe, is _ Merciful,;and te 
of medties; und fihce heingtesmento 


ſuceourt bis hands; ann? fi foul 


[land Ho Sens > termed 
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es their complaint. Bur it ney were nor || 
oe ro that law , which God publilhed jn his | 
ofpell, ſaying, with the ſelfe [awe meaſure, whe- 
wth you mea[ue. to others, it sball be meaſured 
agaive , they would plainely. ſee , that 
themſclucs arc they, whoe are wanting to their 
peighbours, and conſequently are wanting ta þ 
zod in their, perſons; and therefore it is, that | 
od may ſceme to bee wanting to them, Let 
a complajne in themſelucs, in that they 
gue noe charity with their neighbours, For 
zod , is full of Charitie, for his parte; but it 1s ] * 
log reaſon, nor will hee cxercilc it , tolyards 
ch ; as are wanting 1n1t to their neighbours. 
Ind if at any ryme he impart temporall bleſ- 
nes, to ſuch 2 0nc as is vncharitaþle towards 
thers , what good will-thoſe bleſſings dec 
lat wicked man, if withall be laoſe himſelfe. 
ut God will not giue him any ſuch thing, a$ 
nay make him nd ede the better by it , but 
pon condition that he carry himſelfe as he 
ought rowards his acighbours, 
L. Let vs therefore know gur ſelues, ang lett ys | 
+ towards. others, 35 we deſire, they ſhould 
pe towards vs;and Ge ler ys paſle on towards 
he knowledge of God, and from the Sontly 
lo the Sanfts Sanfarum. And lett vs lift vp 
bur exesro our. Lord, whoe was placed vpon 
de Croſſe, for our ſaluation, aodin him.wee 
greatar be 


all diſcerge,, both more, & Dgs, 
eg wee diſcouered miſcries in pur ſelues. 


nd if by zhinkidg what we are , we grow | 
Wibe:ire hr 2b | "FYRELS 
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|: 8. SPIRITVALL Ep.us, 
| add, through the confderation: of our gre 
| uous ſinnes paſt-, and through the daunge 
which are at hand; we ſhall be refreſhed 
{ looking ypto him ; when, wee conlider, boi 
how truly,add how ſuperaboundantly he pa 
raar, which we owe, & purchaſedthar ſtregt 
for vs, whereby we might ſubdue our enemye 
It is he whoſecures vs, but, ypon c6ditie 
that wee relye on him, And what O Lordi 
thall hee feare , who fallowes thee 2 At wbalth 
ſhall he tremble, who loues thee? Who ſh; 
be abletoſett ypon that man, whoe takes th 
for his defence? How ſhall the deuill be ablet 
carry him away , who is incorporated in th 
Or how ſhall the eternall father forbeareto 101 
that creature, whome hee percciues to bein hi 
| s6ng,asf the byannch is inthe ves Or how {ha 
the /onve fajleto loue that man, whome he per 
.ceines to loue him? Orhow ſhall the Holy gh 
forſake that creature, whoe is the teple , whit 
himſelf inhabits? we poſſeſle greater benefits il 
Chriſt our lord; then wee are Fa of miſcrie 
our ſtlues ; and ive have more cauſe of hop 
when wee behould him, then of diſtruſt whe 
we caſt our cyes vpon our felues, Nor is theft 
ariy c6forrt, or reſting place forſuch a one asi 
diſc6forted in hicoſeife, but to looke vp | 


44 


this leſs, yp6 the Croſſe; whome God ordayn : 
for the remedy of all ſuch as ſhould be wouy 
ded, with the bitting of ſpiritual YET For 


' anciently God commaunded 'that they 4k oU 
| erefta Serpent of braſle ; that all ſuch a ſhou 
behould ir, might be cured of the wound « 


 - 
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hoſe corporaliſerpsrs,fo he who ſhail behould 

Chriſt our lord, with fa:tb & lor, shallliue,and 

ie; on the other fide, who behoulds him nor, 
thall not faile rodye, He who findes/ himſelf all 
afliatcd, & wounded, ſhalberefreſhed;if he loo- 
ke vp hither, asDavid Ad, whe he ſaid. My ſoole, | 
pas troubled within mee, eo therefore will 1 remeber 
Tie, the lend of lordan,cr Hermi, es the linlebill;} 

» Hee who behoulds himſelfe ; and there diſ- 
Frouers ſoe many abhominations, 1s troubled at | 

himſelfe, and he hath reaſon, And not hinding | 

ne houre exactly well ſpent in his whole life, 
butſceing his finnes to be many & great, &his 
bod deedesto be ſo few, &weake what ſhould | 
iedoe but be troubled, when he findes himſelfe | 
de vnable to make a good accounte, Before ſor 
iR a Tudge?Only hemuſt remeberChtiſt our 
d,cofidering what he wroughtinthe landof 
Wder,& vpon tharlinde bill: and bewayling his 
ines, and, receiuing the holy Sacrament, hee 
uſt live in obedience tothe commanindemecs | 
£God, and of his Church; and foe xs afonne,he 

Ia hypefor the inheritance of heauen. 

” He muſt alſoe callro minde, that which was 
mroughe by our lord in thoſe hills of Hermon, 
Mich areniany & inthelictle hill alſoe,W hich | 
——_ irbe that of"Foreb ,, where God gaue 
aelawe,or whether ir be ſome other hill;doth 
ot foe' much import vs, who are- Chriſtians; | 
Moſe ynderſtanding leſws Chriſt hath. ope- 
towards the conceiuing of the ſcriptures, 
Ihe vnderſtands chem , who vnderſtands 

% : #28 
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"Ore wiiriiord im vhem, who is ſhure vp + 
| ein, FIC: . ae of 'corne may be , inane 
'of Ws ; with is jnrhe grape. And theeeforet 


| end bFour' Jaw 1s @beift bur Lord ;for all « 
lawe reſts im him.” The bills of Hermon , be 
which are within the land of promi 
ad without it , as alfo the lirile-hil{ , does 
= ks 6nify bot one: hill, which may inſtly be ſaid 
Ea heck one, and'ro-be of Hermnn. And this i 


| Mower Culnary + where -our redemption we 
| wrought, bythe theddingof the blood, of oh 
ſonne.of God. 
Now. tothe end that wee may knowe,hoy 
wellthis name may be eppilyat: to Moynt Cal 
wary; itisro be vnderftood'that Hetmonfigy 
| fivs molefiim. And'how-cah -Mownt Cal 
| | be better dxprefied , then by themenie; of # 
tion; fmceitiyasthe place to whioh they 'c4 
ryed 'matentftouns to beexcoixed;/whome | 
turo calls. aceirſed, becauſe they wer 
ſoepuridied.” 4nd'bocaufe *Chvilt ou! Þ, 
fuw chat wire eo be «cenrfed,andadiud 
to cucrtaſtinmatrdif9en , hee was opt 
through the: dawhenſenes of bis Odolliex 
rake our 1malddi#roms. port bingſelfe', I.me 
the puniſhmenc of 6ur Gudes, that foe lis 4 
neaithen tight deſcendion vs. 'S-Paulg,enpt 
| ſes thus tagch after this manter,  Chrſk 
made male Gun rbat fo 1s beneditiion mig 
cormnunicarel 16. the Gentiles, He wes bleſſed, 
we were-tarſed 2 Butrriow the caſe is al 


and we chumge-pevfons , with ohe- .anoth h 
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zoke the place of the accarſed , in brin 
mented vponthe Goſſe, which was dew to: 
zand wee are admitteg to. the freindſhip of 


d, and to be his ſonnes, andthe inheritours, 


the kingdome of heauen, with athowſand 


et zedictions, which came from our Bleſ-. | 
lore leſs Chriſt , in whome they: remaive | 


guer. 


% wonderfull exchaunge! tharlife ſhould 


to the end that death may lige, Benedithon [ 


urled , that foe malediflion may be bleſſed. 
ſound man is wounded, that Gerbe woun- 


lan may be cured, The ſonns 1s rreared as | | 


e, that ſoe the /lave may be adopted far a 


Ie. tr They molt crueHy handle.bim who de- | 


£5.21 pitty ; and/all the fauour and 


on chat perſon , who deſerued hel. lo| 


c wh hat gl we ſay? They apprehend the in- 
I d tbey releaſe the guilty, The.ault 


ppwrestor {l1anes, Innocency. 45 codemned,, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


3g wicked man, is iuſtifed.. Whar cid 


af Tp lordchooſle for himſcl{ezQur | 
K, and our miſeries, to be.his tecreations & 
Whar.ſhall wee ſay « * oe a chavity 
bs ;bu vthat weare to-praiſe and bleſle this. 
. + 2a anda , who hath wroughe oyr 
iption,, bya way, 'whichpug 
pro ſoc much\colt.,;.;; | 
ghhis is indeede thet bill of * Cadhagh thax 

[; and this foe truly, as that he was eſte 

Fab _ of Hobs Jranns Efay , for | 


Emeanelt amongf} men, nd | for this reaſon © our 
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| Lord kimdelfe faird; [ /ats 4'worme ce antbc] 
'at the dr5honour 'of ROY and the abaſement of 
Mule. O rhou konobr of men , and ange 
_ bow canft thou be the diſhoncarofil 

- Thou ; who art the aduancement of ay 
ple\, and 'who'art the glory both of heay 
| and 'carth, what could make thee grow 
be the bhaſement of thy' people , but onely thi 
 owne great Charitie, For thou to. honour y 
| didſt endure foe great diſhonour, that as 
are wont to fay of ſome very baſe ynwort 
| man,-that he diſhonours his: whole ſtock 
foe did they alfoc ſay of rhee , that chow drih 
| noarrulf} the whole race of wink rindd; Bee th 
| Bleſſed without end. For all the honoi 
f which all 'the'race of mankinte polleſſes,y y 
| mesfrom thiee, andthrough thee, Thou gai 
it by the. coniuntion of ry felfe to thetn, 
king thy ſelfe man , and dying for ten * 
paves 06 them to an equallity with "inch el 
and cuen with 'Seraphins , if thenfetui/ 
and wg ==; LA that the ſonnes of ſinn 
Adam , y become the ſonnes' 4.6 
and wn res'of of thy Fatber , and cobeyres 1 7 
thee ; as bein thy brethereti”, and yer q 
O Lord, art Elled the dishinour, and ar 
. | of the people, Thou didft #baſe chy ſelfe OL 

to exalt ys ; thoudidſt aſe rhy ſelfe beloi 
all men , rhat thou mighteſt Tayſe vs, abg 


the Angels. 
"What Shall wee render ro thee on Lord 


— — _ 
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ve great fauours; bur onely chat we tnult 

derly. , and profoundly knowe ,, that if | 
+ haue any thing ; if, wee be fitt for any | 
wW , and it Wws$ be any way acceptable 67 


ighty God , it-is wholly by thee ; And | 
p muſt yeild thee all chankes , and praiſe, 

that chou (being whar thouart, wouldeſt | 
,youchſafe to offer thy ſelfe to ſufferance | 


foe great afflitions , for ſuch wretched 
gs , a5 wee are,” Thou diminiſhed({F thy 
> in that {ve bill , that thou mighreſt 
vs to that great hill} Thou dyedit } 
EMonnt Caluary , to the end that wee 
the liue in tke monntaine of heauen," And 
the malediftion which fell ypon thee the- 
thou diddett purchalſe , and thou wilt 
rt to, vs that happy benediction of ehine, 
you bleſſed of my father , poſſeſſe , the king- 

e which 1s prepared for you. They curſed 
', O'Lord , and thou bleſſedſt ys... Thy 
h gives vs life , and thy affliction , eaſe; 
& thou wert, content-to be wdeed , It is 
bn that thou alſoe be our Iidee, Lete 
therefore rcioyce fince hee who loues vs 
mach , is to be our ladee; an{ wee will 
confidently to mwdgment , lince the Tudge | 
Four owne flesh and bloud, : 
FIf wee know not what wee may doe, 
the pleaſing of Almighty God , lett vs 
Ke vp to Chriſt our Lord, and he will 
th'vs mcckenes , from that Croſſe. Who 
s amongſt wicked perſons, did not curſe | 
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them., who , curſed him ; nor did he rw 
himſelfe, though he had power enou 
ſuchas did him miſcheife: He deſpiſ ugh, 

| and to berich, andto be regaled. Mg toe 
the will of Lis father he offered himlelfe 
the Croſſe. Hee who wants kn wedge , 
him come to heere this DoRour, as he is 
ting in this Chaire, He whoe will heare ag 
ſermon , let him come 'to Chriſt our Lo 
being in | the pulpict of the Creſſe, and he { 
be free from errour ; becauſe Traih which 
(hain our Lord bimſelfe, chall free him, Am 
| wee be chaungeable, and weake, in work 
ler vs looke ypon this author of our faith 
ſee howhe is nayled to that Creſſe , both 
and foote ; andthat imimoucably, to the | 
tha , by his. pracce We may be conſtant, & x 
ſcuerant in docing well. He who will go 
| Chriſt our Lord , for the cure of his ing 
| ſtancy , ſhallobrainea perſeucrance like 
of Anus, the motber of Samuell, of whom 
ſaid; That be turned her countenance not mojt 
wards ſeverall wayes, He who dwells in Ch 
our lord, doth nor wander hither and tk 

but ſtands faſt in goadnes , according to 
Scripture which ſaich, that ſuch 6 owe #4 ener 
like the funne ; and abat bis dight i is net diminit 
Forhee whois in Chit Participates of ey 
Ando as Chnilt is 1uþ, he js alſoc luſt, if 

| be prave, he is aloe free, though in afar. 
ferigurdegree. For,as in one boaly , there is| 


ane part + which diFules ieſelfe , thro 1g] 


th 
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+ partes of rhat body, and hy all live by | 
ne bumane life; and not one of them by the; 
& of 2 man, andanother by the life of a [yon, 
any other. beaſt , ſoe allthey, who are in' 
Phriſt ourlord, live by his »prr1c,as the braunch 
s by the life of the ve , and as the members 
line, by the head. And hee who poſleſſes this 
$9147, is like to Chriſt our Lord, and partakes 
F bis conditions ; although ( as Iſaid),it bein 
efarre inferiour degree. And hee who hath 
jor the ſpirit of Chriſt; ler him hearken to S. 
ble who faith , If anymen haxe not the ſpirit of 

oft, that man is net of Chriſt, 

” Lett a' man therefore yiew and reuiew 
himſelfe , to ſee if he finde aconformity of his 
mule , with that of Chriſt our Lord ; and if ] 
lice haue it, it will be caſy for him co keepethe 
ommaundements of Chriſt, fince hee is of 
the ſame condition with him. And though he 
be nor yer , of conformity with Chriſt lett | * 
bim goe co Chriſt, and beg bis ſpirit of him, 
yhereby he may be ſtrengthned , according to 
that which Dauid defired , thus , Confirme wee 
ith thy principal , or cheife ſpe. For it will 
profitt mee lictle , rhat Chriſt came into the! 
world, if withall he come not into my hart. 
Thriſt brought downe goodnes, peace, and Toy in 
th, bely Ghoſt , with many other benedifions. . 
1 liuc in wickednes, warre,vngodly melan- 


i, 


holy, or inordinate delight, Chriſt our Lord| 


dwells not in my ſonle. Ang iris in effect, with 
ve// xs if he had nor comeimto the world © | 
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| all faving ch@ ivwill turne ro:wy-gre 
| miſcriez for I ſhall be puniibed-foe-much 4 
more, becauſe I would not admitr of thath 
|,uation, which wasoffered mee , with ſo-go 
amilL.:.. . 3 (i 
Chriſtqur lord dyed for vs all, and is readyj 
 recetue vsall. Let ys maketowards himzrhou 
| it he but, to doe, him curteſy 3 and ler vs 
pertair thatſoe great, and pretjous laboursa 
| afllictions of his,may remaine-fruteleſle. 
1 price of them are our ſoules, if wee will can 
| them to Chriſt. Let vs caſt our ſelues do 
| | ar his feete, dereſting our ſinnes, and our 
mer wicked life ; diffruſting our owne know 
tedge, and worth, and ſtrength ;' and fo, peri 
uering to. beg, to Knock ;and to cry out, 
will fill vs with knowledge; how to addrefi 
our ſelues, and with power to worke;and wit 
perſcuerance, that wee may nor fainte. as it! 
| written , They who confide-in our Lord-, Sk 
| praceede from flrength to ſtrength, they Shall take 1 
| wings of an egle, they sball fly , and not faint . At 
face there are more excellencies in Chriſt out 
| Lord thenthereare miſeries in vs;let vs goe 0 
| | towards him, acknowledging that hee-is out 
| onely remedy ; for by this meanes we ſhall nor 
' diſpaire through our owne miſcries, but tak 
comfort and partake of his excellencies, - + 
This my lord, ſeemed ſufficient to megfor rh 
addreſle of a perſon wbo.hatha minde todray 
| neere to God, Bur becauſe in your Jordſhip,th8 
_] xe is the capacity of two perſons, your lordihi 
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' aue; neede of ewo rules. That which py 
\ may ſuffice fora$much:asic6cernes your 
(La ticular perſon; but in reſpethat you 
, who haue (oe great charge ouer foe 
l Wonk wil be neceflary for you,to bauc 
£ & more care of your ſelfe, For there are * 
wy; who for as much as c6cernes their owne | 
icularc6ſcience,arc good men; & yet they 
pin being good Lords, & | ood Mayiltrats, 
Jrbis ſecond parte is more hard, and it isthe 
tke of one who is a kinde of perfect man; 
ttakes chat firſt kind of deter wrap 
py chenpatics further on, For hee whoe | 
ach. as concernes himſelfe ; is notIuſt, 
not be Iuſt in what he ought to doe to-! 
| þ ochers.Bur et it ſuffices not forone who 
l e ouer mens abinkis be 1«ft, for as] 
has concernes onely his owne particular 
bk, Ely, for his owne part was a good man, 
2 was not good for as much as concerned 
bnnes, lance he for boreto puniſhthem; & 
xre he. was greivously puniſhed by al- 
Gad, So that, great lords haue neede 
hx kinde of oodnes,, lince. they | 
l& a manifold kinde perſon, 
bs. for this: Tour part, which to be, LOU 
bes ac6mon or on, me thinkes | 
fe.is noe rh ory who:| 
Me ee ke wh thenypon | . 
rd of. men and angells, whoſe perſohe| 


tits. Hee who'firts in the placeof anor 
£. reaſon that be have the properties 
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of him , whoſe place he holds, Alord of 1 
ſales is a Lieutenant of .God who ordaint 
| that ſome thalkgouerne and commiund, a 
| that others {hall obey. He who reſiſts thoſe'H 
| mer , doth by rhe teſtimony of S. Pasle ,' 


tbe. « dinatibn; of God, who difpoſes of allt 
according to ſubordination. = 
 .*, Now therefore lett a manconfider, 
office Godexetciſes towards man : and ſe 
reat lord thall know how heeis to carry hi 
| ſcife towards his people. God chaſtiſes ſuch 
| erre, without any acceptation of perſons, 
in this he is ſoe {tri&-, that he hath not © 
who is ſo great a fauourit of his, but thi 
ſhall pay ſoundly for it, if he giue juſt ca 
Nay he progn not ſoc'much as his & 
ſonne , though hee owed nothing for hing 
fe, but onely. becauſe he obliged himſe 
pay for the ſinnes of others. Withour fail 
| muſt needes be farre from acceptation of | 
ſons, whoe puniſhed with: ſoe great ſeu 
| | his oncly begatren ſonne,andſuch aſonney 
{ae deerely. beloued, and that for the finnes 
others. There is nothing which ſhould | 
power , to make him who gouernes, forbe 
. þthe doeing of his duty ; but he is to ſtand? 
the ſtalke of aballjee which leanes nor, eit 
tothe one ſcale or to-thearher , that ſo e 
man may haue his one, There is noe {tateiſts r 
irwould periſh and be vndone , if publique x 
{ines ſhauldbe ledd ; after the pace of parti 
lar affeftions. Andat an inſtant doch that 
: % — 
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Jeaue to be pablique , when he hangs never 
little rowards the particular. 
Jow ſince thereſped of priyate profitt;mult | 
tbend him who gouernes, much lefſe muſt | 
xeſpect of any. other man's profit make | 
bend , lince he owes moreto himſelferhen 
other, Chriſt our- Lotd is the patterne 
F his made for all; not onely fgraſmuch as |. 
cernes the priuate c6ſcience of a particular: 
n,but foraſmuch alſoe as concernes any pu-- 
que perſon, For hee was a king and ſocheis, | 
woh not after the manner of this world.Bur 
> in the chaireof his Croſſe, hee ſaid to his 
th , Woeman behould thy ſonne.. To giue ys to 
ferſtand that hee who isin the place of a pu- 
que perſon, muſt renounce all particular in- 
tions ,' though it ſhould regard his yery 
wer. And the ſame example, he alfoe gauevs, 
tn ar ſome other tymes, he would ſpeak with 
erEdernes to that Blefled Mother of his.To 
th vs how carefull wee muſt bee, to keepe 
Ffelues cleere from particular affe&ion, 
ugh ſome be angry at it , andthough our 
lbes endure paineby it, rather thento cheriſh 
tm ; with diſguſt toGod. | 
There is nothing, to which great lords oughe 
attend ſo much ( that-ſo'they may be well, 
thwith God and man } as truly, & cordially; 
dlike men who liue inthe preſence of God) 
remaine euer faithfull, & firme to him, with 
thanging either £0 this way,or-co that, And | 
will be edfilyperformed by thargreat man, } 
- 7 — 


- —_ _— —— — —_ 
% 


al 


— 


" a < wa = Po OO OE IT" Y "Ru ——_— 
— "4 


| 1 = — 


3 0" 


SPIRITVALL Ep. 


| Jon ſhall attentiuely conſider, that he ish 


Miniſter of God ; as one who but meen 
| Fyres, and muſt not exceede the commiſſi 
his giuento.him, God places not pt 
'Lorgs inthe world, to the cnd that they 
doe, and vndoe, what they liſt ; but'to ex 
the lawes of his holy will. And though 
may account themſelues lords, yet are theyl 
'ynder the yniuerſall Lord of all,in comparil 
of -whome, they are more truly vaſlailes, thi 
(their vaſlailes are theirs, and their power is} 
truly limitred as their vaſſailes power is fo 
muchas concernes.the diſpenſing with wh 
they ought to doe, Soe that he is to be ma 
| [fauoured, and beloued, who hath moſt ris 
on his (ide, and heis to be moſt puniſhed, 
deſerues it moſt, And thus may any lord 
| emblethe true lord of all, if without accept 
tion, of perſons, he giue to euery one accordit 
|rohis workes; yea and if ſomerymes he puni 
moſt, ſuch as are molt fauoured by him, Bol 
becauſe reaſon would require, that they ſhot 
offend himileaft ; and for that alſoe they mu 
{not thinke that becauſe rhey are beloucdi 
{ him, they may take occafion to doe 'what thi 
{liſt, & that which reaſon-alloweth nor, Frein 
ſhip ſhouldlaſt as long as vertue doth , and'e 
mitic, or oppolition, as vice; Forif it be orht 
viſe, woe be to ihew , whocall goed, enill , £5 en 
| {;- Your lordſhip muſt confider beſides tl 
| : God: hath-placed you, in the eyes of mal 
TIS. w 
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etake that to be a rule of their hues, w 
ſee you doe, Make account that yo 
ed ina high place, and tharyour ſpeec 
ons are ſcene by all, and followed, 
ſt part of men; If ſuch a faſhion b 
in Court , if ſuch a manner of ſpe ow 
| there, all men procureto follow is. Andif 
yere the cuſtame amongſt grear lords ; that 
en one Should giue thema bullet V pon. one 
ke, they would tender the other,. and if it 
re the faſhion for thim,to abhorre finne,and 
ake it for a point of greatenes , toobey the 


sof Chriſt our Lord, without doubt, ins | 


Pur men would hould it an hongur, todoc 
which they ſaw practiſed by.great perfons, 
dfor this reaſon, I belecue,rbat.rht Prelats 
he Church , and the lords of the world; are 
ſe of perdition,to the moſt part of ſoules. 
I beſtech your lordſhip; that as you are a 
ticular man; you will looke into yourſclfe | 
tha hundred eyes,and that , you will Jooks 
to your ſelfe , witha hundred thowſand, as: 
nare a perſon, þ 2 whome many looke, 
s whome many follow, And takecare , to 


ty both your perſon, and your houfe,ſoc or- 
ted , as the law'df Chriſt requires ; that hee! 
to shall imitate your lordship , may alſoe 
ltate Chriſt our Lordtherein,and may micete 
th nothing to ſtumble at. The vulgar, _ 


© cohſfider what they doe , for in fine t 
| be followed z Either to their ſaluation 


thout doubt;but a kinde of Ape. Let gre 
h 


— TI ” - . } 2 
- 


. —_— 


o 
4 


-— ——— —— 


eat... 4 a Mo 
x4 0-2 


— —_ 


—_— . 


SPIRITVALL FEpa 


Fthey giue good Example, or for their conde 
Taation, ifitbeenill. And this conſiderations 
Tlong should ſuffice' to make great lords li 
many Saints, hoe it might 
© dme trouble; conſidering how our lo 
leſs, the ſonne of God, would not be a kit 
but reſolued by his labour and ſweat , to git 
reſt , and peace to his ſubiets. And he let 
fron proſperitics and honours, leaſt otherwi 
he might haue giuen occaſion of finne to 
ſcruants, who would hauethought, ( if Chi 
our lord had followed them) that is would 
haue beene their part, to purſue the ſame, 1 
things are to be thought little worthy, ſo e 
we-may procure thereby , that God be ſen 
Andlet this be the finall concluſion; That 
much the more attentiuely , a man shall cot 
der, and imitate Teſw Chriſt, fo muchthe be 
man, and ſo muchthe better Lord he ſhall bal 
Forin him wee beganne, and ſoc alſo we wil 


end in him, 
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, Letter of che Authour ,f0 4 Lady in | 
4 the tyme of Aduent and pon this 
\. occaſion he perſwades her to diſpoſe 


her ſelfe to receiue the Infant Teſus, | 


and to loue bim with feruent loue. 


Ow buſy will your ladyſhip bee, in this 

holy tyme, preparing a lodging for that 

ſt, who is coming to you. Mee thinkes, I 

e you as carneſt, asS, Marthe, & yet as quiet 

S. Mary Magdalen ; that ſoe by your endea- 
tours, both exteriour and interiour , you may 

loc him ſcruice', who is drawing neere , ſince 

is ſoc worthy both of the one and of'the 

her , and is, in fine, your lord.O bleſſed ryme 
Fiwhercinis repreſented to vs the coming of God 
"Fin fleſh co dwell amongſt vs , to illaminate owr 


Þ[4«rkenes, and to addreſſe our feete in the way of peace, | 


jand to adopt vs for his brethren, and todeſigne 

ys for theenioying of the ſame inheritice with 

[himſelfe. 

'F] 1t is not without cauſe, that you deſire his- 
'J [coming , and that you prepare your hart for his 

F |habitation.For this lord was defoed long before 
'Þ [he came, and the Propber called him The defire of 
[el Nations ; and indeede hee giues himſelfe to 
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none, but ſuch as deſire him. God beaxes the defre 
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of we poore,, for his eares are laid cloſe to the 
fi izbing of our harts, and he cares for nothing 
| els invs but that, To ſuch a hart hee com 
and eannor deny himſelfe , as it is ſaid in Hh 
Canticles, Thou baſi wonnded my hart , O thou 


fter, and my ſponſe; thou haſt wounded my bart ,b | 
the caft of one of thyne eyes , and by 4 haire of th F 


bead. Is it poſſible for any thing to be mo 


tender, then that which is wounded , by the *| 


fight of a lingle eye? Is it poſſible for aty thing 


to be more weake, then that which is tyed fallli 


by one ingle haire? where now are they, whg 
ſay, that God is hardto be obteyned, that hei 


rigourous tobedelt with, and inſupportablet 1 | 
be endured. Wee muſt quarrell with our ſelues}F- 


| fince, becauſe wee will be looking many feus 


rall wayes , we place not our'fight ypon Godt! 


nor will wee ſhut thateye of ours, which bes 


houldes creatures, that ſo with all our thought t 
wee may c6(ider God alone. Hee who ſhootes 3 
in aCroſſe bowe, ſhutts one of his eyes,that het 4! 
may {ee better with the other, how to hitt thelſe 
white;&we,the while, will not shuttvp allthat]; 


ſight of ours, whieh hinders vs from being able 
to hunte & wound ourlord with loue. 

Let him recolle, and make ſure his loue; | 
and lett him lodgeiti in God, wheſocuer hath a 
minde to obtaine God. For as God 15 love, ſoei is 
[heonely to be hunted, and taken with lout 
and he will haue nothing to doc with them] 
{who louc him riot. And if the jay. that they 


now him already 2s F_ oupht ;' . lobn wil 
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*F\rell them that they ſay not true, Bur our lord | 
8 who is wounded with an eye, is tyed with a 
1 l haire, For that which loue takes, the recollec- 
"F\tcd and refleted thought conſerues , that ir 
JI {may not be loft, 


"| Andtothe end that men might beput into 
2 {confidence , that they ſhould be able to arrive 
#[toalmighty God, and that hee hath noe minde 
| o-flipp away, he makes himſelfe one of them, 
Jand layes himſelfe. in the armes of a virgin, 


"Bfwathed 'p hand and foor, without power to 


% 


{Hy from that man, who is diſpoſed to ſeeke 


, 
Ly 


"FF {him. O celeſtiall bread, which deſcendeſt out 
2188 7 of the boſome of thy Father, and art laid inthe 
210 {publique places of this world, inuiting as many 
"8 Jas will, that they may come to enipye thee, and 
ug feede ypon thee. And whoe is hee whoe can 
8 Fndure to withhould him ſelfe from goeing to 
#18 {thee, and from receiuing thee, fince thou giueſt 
"18 {thy ſelfe, vpon noe harder c6dition, then onely 
10 {chat wee be content to hunger after thee? For 
13 |doeſt thou peraduenture aske more of ys , then 
18 [onely that a ſoule may figh forthee, and con- 
"8 | fefling her finnes, may receiue, and loue thee ? 
10} Great is the miſery of thoſe men , who 
$ | when bread comes to ſeekethemin their owne 
1] | howſes, they chooſe rather to dye of hunger, 
1} [thento ſtoope to take it vp. Orſloath what a 
18-4 deale of miſcheife thou doeſt ! O blindenes, 
18 | what adeale of benediQion doeſt thou looſe! 
1 pines, what a deale of aduantage doeſt 


thou ſteale away ! ſince conſidering the promi- 
=p Fa 
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al ſe, that whoſoever ſeckes shall finde , and be 


aches Shall obtaine, and to him who knockes it sbal 
| be opened; itis cleare that if wee proue not well 


the fault is ours, 

Burt what ? shall things paſſe (till after thi 
| manner? Though God himſelfe is come to c 
vs , shall wee ſtill continue ficke 2 He being 


| the gate of our hart, crying out and in 
| Open to met, O thou my freind, and my ſpouſe , shall 
.4.1 we being all wrapt vpin vanities,ſuffer him tc 


ſtand calling there , and nor ſoe much as opel 


him che gate? 
O ry ſoule come hicher, and tell mee, fork 


ackickes on thepart of God, what; in fine, i 
that thing, which deraines thee, from gociny 


| all, with allchy forces, after God > What doelt 


thouloue, if thou doe not loue this Spouſe c 


thine? Orrather why doeſt thoy noe ru hin | 


much, whodid ſoc mightily loue thee? He had 
noe bulines on earth, but to attend to the loue 
of thee, and to ſceke thy profit, with his ow c 
loſle, And what haſt thou to doe inthis world, 
þut to exerciſe thy ſelfe, all, inloue of this king] 
of heauen 2 Dogft thou nor ſee , how allthat' 
which heerethou ſee, maſt have an end, 
alſo all that which choy heareſt, which thee 
toucheſt , which thou caſteſt, and wherewith 
thondoeſt conyerſe 2 Doeſt thou not ſee, | 
allthis is but cobwebs, which cannot cloath 
thee, and: keepethee warme? Where art thou if 
thou haue not thy being inTeſws-Chrift ourlordi 


whe art thouthinking? what accountartth 
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in g2 what doeſt thou ſeeke, our of that 
gly , one, complete God? | 
& ys roſe vp ourſeluesat laſt, & breake of 

Mis badd fleepe ; Let vs awake, for is 15 broad 

oy , fince leſus Chrif our lord who is the light, 

come. Let vs - doe the wookes of light , lince | 
we was tyme wherein wee did the workes 
darknes, O that thememory of that tyme, 
terein wee know not God, mighr ſeeuc ys: 
w for sharp ſpurrs, to make vs runre gree- 
yafter him. O that we could runne, O that 
e could fly, O that wee might burne, and be | 
$formed, into him, W hat mult a creature 
te. when he ſees his creator made man,and all 
loue of him alone > who euer heard of ſuch | 
we as this, that one louing another , ſhould 
louc be converted into that other, It is true 
tGod loued vs, when hee made ys after his 
aze;bur a farre greater worke it was to make 
alelfe after our image.. He abaſes himfelte 
ws; that hee may exalt ys to him. He makes 
uſelfe man, that hee may make vs Gods. He 
cedes from heauen, that he may carry vs thi- 
rin his copany ; and in fine he dyed, that he 
phat giue-vs life, And nov {hall it be poſſible 
in the midft of theſe things, I ſhould lye 
eping and without any fcoſe of gratitude for 
great-loue ? 0 lord llumivate myne Os, that 
maynor{leepe in ſuch a death 4s this. And thou | 
to haſt done vsthis great fauour, giuevs al-| 
A right mſg of it, For otherwile, the | 
er the -benehitt is , the more hurt it will 
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doe vs in the end. | 
O Lord open thou myne eyes, that they 
conſider thee,deſcending out of the þoſome 
thy father ; andentring into that of thy wy 
mother , that I may giue thee great thankes 
| this benefit. Make mee able to humblemyfi 
| forthee, Make mee ableto conſider theely 
in a maunger, inſteade of a bed, crying 
through could & being'oppreſt with poue 
| & make-melearne thereby, how to caſt all d 
cacy farre from mee. Make thy teares & fig 
' | ſhew & ſound themſclues forth in myne ea 
' | that foe they may mollify my hart, & that 
may deliuer it ſelfeouer, as wax, to cuery i 
nation of thy will, Anddoe not thou perm 
that -God ſhould weepe, and that man ſhi 
haue noefeeling of it;for I know not at wl 
of theſe two things, wee might wonder mol 
Seale vp,O lord,thy wordes in my foule,t 
| I may neuer finne againſt thee. Let the bl 
which thou didit ſhed for mee, be gathere 
into my hart, and be thou all,my onely lo 
that ſoc thou maiſt not repent thy ſelfe, of 
| theſe great afflitions, which thou endured} 
mee. It is I, whom thou ſoughtſt, and who 
| thou ſeekeſt ſtill; and for mee thou haſt m 
all thoſe tiltings, and triumphes, and shej 
forth all thy liueries , and vndergone all 
coſt, Let me neuer ſee my ſelfe belongin 
any other then thee , ſince thou haſt deſen 
me ſoc well. ' 
-. | Come Madam,let that hart of yours,now 
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& it ſelfe for Godis vpon the point of being 
me; and hce hath neither howſe, nor bedd, 
erein tolye.. Let your hart he all inflamed 
h loue, for the Infant ſuffers much cold, 
dyet if your hart be but even ſoe much as: 
e warme this Infant with his cold , will 
Liegreater heat, For how much the more 
{he ſuffers for vs, ſo much the-more loue, | 
lhewes to beare vs; & where I findemy ſelfe 
emore beloued , there am I obliged more | 
Juc., | 
eriourly hee ſuffers cold,and yer,through 
yreat loue he beares vs, he can endure noe 
hes ; but helyes naked asſoone as he is 
je, & naked they lay himypon the Crofle, 
zuſe ip his bearth, & in hisdeath, he ſhewed 
wxeatelt excefle of loue. 
Madam, you mult prouidea cradle wherein 
may rock hima fleepe, which ſignifies the 
ble of contemplation, and ſee that you tend, 
treat him well, for he is the ſonne of a great 
king, and he is the ſonne alſoe of a virgin, 
ie takes much guſt to lodge himſelfe in the 
tof virgins ; forthe meat he eates is fleſh, 
th is crucified & dead. And becaulc he hath 
tat deale of poorxe people, amongſt his kin- 
|., whome yet he loues decrely well, you 
& be alſoe ſure to loue them, for they are the 
thren of our creator, As ſoone as he is borne 
ur hart , you mult rakecareto nurſe him; | 
| /beſeech himto keepe and laye you,for his 
$slake. Amen, 
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A Letter to 4 certaine Lady , who i taught 1 
what diſpoſition sbe us to receine Chriſt our | 
into her ſole ; and with what care sbe is to k 
bim, and of the great miſery where into that | 
falls, which committs mortall fiane, and 3 
great treaſon it is , to leave God, and follow: 
dewill, ejpecially for ſuch as bave beene particull 

| fanoured by almighty God. : 

T HE grace and peace of the holy gho 

inyour hart, and aſſiſt you in this I 

' tyme ; that you may prepare your ſoule , 

that Infant who is now to be borne, | Fot 

hath noe howſc, but in thoſe ſoules which! 

| well diſpoſed to receiue him, He comes 

ſtraunger, andin great pouertie, Giue him) 

| hart, that ſoe hemay ſayin thelaſt day, [ 

flraunger and you receined mee. But yet conll 

withall, that as there is nothing 4 muchtt 

delired by you as to lodge this Infant in y 

ſoule, ſo is there nothing which requires 1 

careanddiligence, then to prepare, the lod 

ready, inſuch ſort as he deſires. He cc 

humility, and pouertie; and they who red 
him muſt be humble; and poore. He com 
vndertake great labours, and with labour 
howſe muſt be adorned, wherein he yowl 

fes todwell. Heis chaſt, and he loues ſuc 

are chaſt. And though he be very little 5 
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fy Infanc ; yer withall, he is very great, and 
tis God; and ſoc it mult be no little thing to 
tepare a lodging for agreat God. Our lotd is 
horſe and nice , and by reaſon of ſome one 
jortall ſinne which ſome man makes litle dif- 


rulty to committ, he refuſes toenter into the 
ule,” And if he be there already, one morrall | 
ine, ſends him away,” And when he is gone, 
comes not back againe ſoe ſoonezburmakes 
tplaine, by the difticulty which he hath to re- 
Irne , with how great diligence he is to be 
tept, by vs; when we haue him there, | 
© my good lady, and how riche is he who 
flefles God, and how often in the day were 
Eto looke downe vpon his hart, asking our 
ord if hee be there > What chaynes ſhould he| | 
[tabout him of humble pericions and reares, | 
tpging of him as David did, in theſe words, 
lord depart not from mee. How full of caution 
ght a man to. walke, leaſt he ſhoulddoe ſo-| 
what, which might offend our Lord, & leaſt 
ing offended), he ſhould be gone. For, if hee 
all good, what ſhall it be to looſe him, but 
into the Abiſle of all miſeries? They are 
idrhings, which aſoule feeles, when it hath 
iſt God ; and ſuch, as will hardly be belciued, 
tough all the world ſhould ſpeake of them. | 
bis appeares well in our firſt parents Adam | 
d Exe. For Eue, looking vpon the fruite of 
forbidden, tree, it ſeemed very beautifull} 
her eye, and that if she might cate thereof, 
yould prouc very pleaſing to her, and giue | 


o 
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| her great contentment. .But-as ſoone alt {hiehy 
eaten, her eyes were opened, to behould the 
great miſeries, which came von her by th 
meanes, & experience taught her; that thehj 
cernes of _- the comaundment of Ge 
was greater, then the pleaſureto haue eaten th 
fruite, And then ſhe ſaw , that the apparat 
whichthe fotbidde fruite had, of being foe ven 
faire ; and full of guſt, was but a deceite oftt 
deuill, who made afalſe glaſle, for her to look 
through. And hee alfoe gaue her a loathing, 
thoſe other fruites which God commaund( 
her to cate. Soc as,they ſeemed vnſauou 
ber , and ſhe thought that all the guſt ;ay 
hidden good , had coofilted inchat which Gg 
forbad. SET 
' O how many haue beenedecciued by thed 
uill, through falſe imagination ; he promi 
them contentment, & gult;& they afcerwh 
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muking bitter lamentation,for giuing credit 


him,w omeuen before they knew to bealye 
& the father of lyes: and ſome, after the end; 
many Jabours, and teares, haue ſweate bard 
| returne into the freindſhipp of God , thony 
| chrough all their life , they continued withy 
| dagger in'their hart, of, How hae [offended Gi 
| haumg vouchſofed mee ſoe many bleſſings | And 
ſcemed to them, as if they enioyednot theb 
nefitt of his pardon, through. the contin 
greife and ſhame, which they had for comm 
ting the offence. Others there are, whoe. De 
once: gone away z neuer turne againe z ks 
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thawkes , whoe flying from the fiſt of 
r Lord, fall to 'feede ypon carryon; and 
bg ſoc fleſhed, returne noe more ; and ha- 
& formerly taſted the foode of Angells, 
Wwe-to take delight. in the huskes of ſwyne. 
theſe S. Peter faith, That ithed beene better for 
p, wot to baue knowne the way of our lord, then to 
ve it after it was knowne. And it happens to | 
mas to. the dogge who returnes to cate, | 
a he had vomitted,, & as to the hogg whoe 
lowes' in his myre; from fide tofide, And 
ord himſelfe ſaid , That be whoputs bu band 
ploweb , aud lookes backe is not fitt for the king- 
of beauen ; but returnes to be worldly agai- | 
Ind is both made an obic& of ſcorne to the 
, and is alſoe placed as a marke to fright 
rs from offending God. 
p this ſorte did the wite of Lothyndoe her 
For God: having. vouchſafed her foe 
ta fauour', as to deliuer her from the 
+ Which came from heauen, vpon Sodam 
Gomorrab , where {hee dwelr', and com- 
nding her not to-looke backe againe, ſhe 
ed.not his yoice.; but turning her head 
e, was transformed into a pillar of ſalte, 
hbcaſtslicke vp, And heereit isto be c6ſi- 
|, that if God puniſhed her ſoe ſcucrely, 
had not beene a-finnerin that Citty, but þ 
becauſe ſhe obeyed not bis commaunde- 
,of not looking backe for what canthe 
F hope , whoe is deliuered from the 
amene of God q through his great 
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mercy; if yet difpiling that exceſſiuvegoody 
he turne back his hart, towards the flesb | 
| &eypt,, and his finnes paſt. | c 
\ | TI beſcech God eyen for God's owne' 
rodeliuer euery foute, from falling downeil 
ſoe great a miſery as this. Foras S. Paule' 
mes, it is, 4 fearefull and'boyrible thinly , to 
into the bands of the lining God , and whit 
| man ,thatbe should be able ts endare the'wratl'4 
fury, of Almighty God For as any huge fire} 
ableto degoure ſome hittle woefull ſtraw!) 
doth the mighty wrath of God,ſwallow' 
the ſoules & bodyes of allfuch perſons as 
| = from him. Andas when ſome wife , w 
ad beene deerely beloved by her hnsbl 
| committs thefowle finne of adultery, that 
| band is inraged ſoe muehthe more againſt 
at ſhe had bene more beloued by himzfoe 
wrathof God js very vnſafferable \, whic 
 exprefles againſt tharſoule, which he had! 
merly drawne ont of the captiuity of ſitin 
of bound had made free, ahd being nakee 
voyd of grace, had made rich and rarely 
ned with the ſame grace, and of a wicked! 
-had exalted to be his moſt honoured & be 
wife, What would fuch a woman deſerue; 
being yngratefull for ſoe great fauours,! 
not ſhould committ adultery, againſt ſuch 
 nerous ahd pious busband;bur through w 
bart ; ariy' ſuch thought ſhould once 
though ſhee were a' thowſand mile'vff, 
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p could enerhinke af giuing « bufferz,to | 
Relvdiſhonours,8:x0 crucifyea ſeecd th: 
harp efori;whole fo wouuds,it we 

/more firs for him, t& bathe & drefle a 
pe'; ther $6:add new ones to the-old? | 
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kind 'of Wicktdnes ſhall wee-call it; | 
ich is able euen'to atnaze; andaſtonith the |- - 


id ) for one t6leaue God for the Qevill; arid | 
ing becne walking in'the way $0heawen, 
pe thruſt his,yery feete into. hell ; and ro 
better ro hane to doe with God inraged, 
with God all gentle and appeaſcd? 


adam, 1 hauc not written this , as thin-/ 


that this. miſery will lay hould on ha 


7 confidence is notin you , but in him, 


e, with ſoc much mercy, and pitty , redees ||: 


you, out of the captiuity wherein you 
and taught youlpe well, v hat belongs 


5 loue, as to. kaſpgmen you cleerely ro vn-[[ 


and thereby, tizekee meant not to vnder- 
the bulines ir 16ſt; neither will hee, thar 
r you, prl, ſhall make a icſt thereof, In' 


yord who loues with ſoe great fidelity,do «| 


(ce my conhdence; and not in you., whoe 
t Kept ſoill correſpondance with his tru 

\But I haue written this, tq the end,that oi 

Helfe, you may hunt out a licle ſent, of the 
ter wherein you are; & that you may. rec&- 
{ yourſelfe more and miore , to.our Lotd, 
© ane, that you may be ſocdiſcreete as not 
a1 yY YC an; a 4o.tt | admitting of 
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| vapr roficable © thoughts. Our lord will « 
Ip, Rhee things , and will finiſh th; 
he hath _—_ and will not ta 
Cr Ls oops , and rm 
tienceandhope, that you ſhall nor 
of that which. God hathgiuen mec, You 
heere many {exuants IN both. meg 
woemen', Who recommend -_ to his mi 
with much care, and L beſcech him to gra 
moRenapiue7 to you, Amen. 
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r of "A Penny l04 Lady, at the Fedſt of the 

hany or three kings. Wherein bee sbewes. 
w shee 55 to goe' 2 «dore the Infant leſus; 

| pee kings 3; being guided by the flarre of | Al 

tþ ; and' that sbee 1s Io 0 of bim the gould of i 

þ Lok. 


{rote to your Ladyſhip this laft Aduent, | 
ie great! fauour which our Lord did ys, | 
fingto come 0 vs, and ofthe happie | 

Fehar ſoule which diſpoſes himſelfe to re- | 
him. I hope in his-mercy,; that hee js come 
toyou, and that you haue receited him | 
faith and.loue, And therefore now, thete 
ines noe inore ; but that you offer your 

i, perperugll facrifice to him; who hath || - 

hſafcd to offer himelfe | toyou as a decre / 1 
,and that you imitate the faith: and pre- | 
which were made by thoſe wiſemento the 
d Infant asſoone as they. found. h 1m out; | 
W have alrcady imitated thens jn the care} | 
| dto finde him; It will doe well , that | 
£0 gontemplare. how this ;g1 | 
4th in that. poore open {tab 

beer , where. the,natur\ll. 

a gnerealon of thoſe kings, was farre from 
ag that thy foould bode him, Bur,che: 
rhich £2. ys, is Fairhyrefuſes expreiy 

econ, and declares wich mo 18 
yes as. by La). Pa6y tOnavey >! ge 2 
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} betrie- guided bur by 


| char, hee who. is aboue. all reaſon ,and 
| ledge, lyes. ina place which is hidden Fri 
4 di coutle $Rgh, 


- that ſoe weemay lea 


" belceue, thar moſt firmely, whereof wee 


"For.if : as js "IM Jetrhem, foe «il 
grid reaſon , they y 
haue gone to looke forthis new borne 4 
ſome royall pallace; for a perſon and a' 
wherern elves; ate ro carry prc Dorth 
one another : Our-lord vouchſafes to th 
oreat Fatronr to them,vpon whom hebel 
aſtirre , which is the'guife of faith ; | 
they inayſecke God, borh when he is wr: 


il vp aſiell ry thofe 1 wadling-cloutes int 
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verty of his birth, as in the congempr ann 
PR of the dthrit of the Croſſe; the wy 4 
hirh in'one of thofe places, and the good! 
?n'theothet.” For bothithey; and hee , 1 
56 of Faith," and that mac them pre 


| themſclues all alohg and adorehim,' prot 


that they Were'as norbing in his diuine'pt 
TE. For if they had knowne himbut for | 


| porall kir ng, how great ſoener hee had! 


would h Mzedfor them; 'to have ag 


[erence to tit, as one man ves to an 


bik forſoegheltfthen to profirate them 
before ani fafit betokeh3'thar they h 
tetiour FAith © *' whereby they: kiiew.t 
Mileſty \Whith ] y biddi thar Infanc £ 
"Bur hoy ad yſhiptralſt be fu 
care. empiry' b Ye'this LoY 


—_— ——— 
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gthinke not that you give him any., 
bi you dex nor gue bim, your Jon. 

ig but Grd is able to. make your Lady- 
appy ; and nothing but your-ſeife is able,| 
jehim contented, This loue of hisis: 
wich any interel}' which regazds kim- 
ſor the value of the preſents, which are 
ohim; bur it is.atrue and pecfec laue, |. 
requires an ynion of harts. Aud this is, 
puage , as S, Bernard faith., whereby 


Ind the. ſoule communicate themfelucs 
te to one another , inthe ſarne tunes; If 
threaten and puniſh mee, I am not to | 
Game ; but my duty will bee, tohumble | 
foe much the more, as hee dogh. more- 
mſelfe ; but if he loye mee, I mult bee 


hinthat, andI myſt loye him, ſaying, . 
tpouſe; My beloned to mer aud I to-bimm, || 
ac dignitie of g creature, which is abled 
draw , in the fſelfe ſame yoke with his 
at | may-an{weare himlike, for like, for 
that thipg,which abaſes hills, and. rayſes 
Offer your loue to him ; whoefor loue | ® 
cid , changh bec-yere ſoe great, be- 
Jinfant, and being God becatye man; 
6 the blood of circumciſion for you, 
byghtdayes ; as being not content that | 
beddtezres, foryou, when he wax Þor- | 
le not, your'ſelte away fromzbig lard, | 
ware foe truly his , legit you.grow tobe |, 
af whome the Prophert Jeremy ſaith; | 
ike ane whoerunnes away with him | | 
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| ſelfe. Whete are you engaged more'dee 
where can you employ yout ſelfe more py 
bly>»where can you exalr-yourfelf moreli 
then by louing Chriſt our lord, who louee 
and waſhed you with his bloud, and giu et 
f himſelfe to ſuch aone as loves him,andy 
him ofa man, grow to be a kinde of God, 
, Beevery carefull of your ſelfein this by 
and {oe that you offer zonld ro the Infant: 
For ag2 little gould is more worth then 
quantirie of other metrall, ſac alitrle true 
is more ptetious, then much copper , an 
other metralls of feare, and proper intere 
ary'other ſuch affects as riſe from thele,] 
afe wontto meaſure themſelues bytheird| 
many good workes, and they neuer co 
'thatGod refpe&s nothivg in them , but 
thehart from whence they riſe ; and th 
man ſhall pleaſe God more v-ho doth leſk 
workes, thenanother whoe doth greater 
whodid the lefle ;haue the greater loue! 
' | man by faſting fromſome one meale, or| 


a © 


# then they. And heere 
[peares the:greatenes of our Lord, ſince 
uice which weecan doe him, how grea 
it may be, is- great in his ſight , if the lous 
patrie bs yay great. For tee Whor hag 
| of nothitg 7and canner poſſibly encreg 
in riches; or avy othergood, whyſh 
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athe which can” be ginen- bim, bue| | 
be loued, which is ſocacceprablea| 
hit, 4s Cannot be refuſed by.any: And ſoc: 
this God i in-earneſt when he requires itof ||| 
ws that he puniſhes with crernalb dearh ,the-|' 
x whoe grauntes him not his loue.- 
hat thing isſoe farre fromſelfe loue inthe 
of any thing , as hee whoe needes noe; || 
| bewkich can be done him thereby; and. 
a; hath ſoe much defireof any thing 
oe ſoe requires a man's loue , as to-pu- 
b him with the torments of hell, who will 
e him that-loue and giueir ruely, yea} || 
that ſoc as it may exceede-all other loues. | - 
a therefore Saint Auguſtine might fay with | 
dn, Olord what account doeft thow make of mee, | 
j thou commanundeſt, mee to loue thee ; and deeſt 
gten mee with bage miſeries if I line thee not, | 
es be therefore your prime care, toattend | 
teloue of our Lord. For this very ay 
de himfelfe ſoc very little., For b 
ch the more he conceales , awd as Hi were 
tmbles his Maicſty, ſocmuch mare doth/he 
" re his goodnes, and thus doth he the more 
wire 'our rg which lookes more at caſe 
on thelittlenes which he tooke, then-vpon 
ty reatnes which he naturally the pov 
His wiſcdome1yes hidden by tis 
Infant whoe could not ſpcake. His: power | 
oe bound-yp by certaine ſwathirig-cloa- 
ſms endures bitter colde, And:all this | 
4 cend, thatthe more of his other attributes} 
A K4 | 
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he: hideofaces the more-he may declare 1 
oue:tovszthatiſoe we alſog may toue him x 
e., as we inde him to-haue dobered 0 
forws-/ It is certaine that; ſee him tren 
with colde doth:kindle vs much;more, then 
'wee ſaw. him well, and warmelycladd, an 
he felt noe'/paine. And therefore hee tballi6 
very ill, whoedenyes him his loue,ince i ie 
'boug bt at foe imuch coſt of this Infant: z; 
after. the. rate thereof , will it. coſt char 


; whoe {ball deii it; 
'E | [[/Hee nn ſyrer %a this loue, offers the 
' | with the marzow to our 


. as Danid fic) 


* | avfire burne$'vpa whole beaſte ;loe dorh/d 


conſumethe whole man, both yvithio & wi 
qut; The fire of true loue, willnot endurethi 


;th the-{traw. of extetiour vanitics ſhould remaj 


vnburnt.. How ſhall thatman be able to 
pompes 'and»fhewes who cordially loues: 
Infant tef# , being layd in a poore maungerzl 


tt be true that lowe muſt -miake louers like 3 


one/another..I; is. a-great bleſſing and ligh 
which makes vsable to ſee God heere belol 
that.ſoe wemiay'know how 20 walke for's 
pleaſing . of his divine Maieſty. And ſince. 
walkes in a ytry contrary way. to:that of 


. world'; ; ler vs: reſolue to. mike our choic 


| 


chat guide ,whome we meane to: follow ; we 
weecannot walke in-both; and bncethe we 
runines headlong vpon: errour, and ſince 


. [our Lordis the "ruch which ſaues —_ as 
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Trees hulocanſl haue'-narriw; init; for 
tow.is.a ſoft thing, and doth foone melt. 
Joe doth that hart which loues our lord; 
| wbeshey.cbe matter concerne_ the Gankie: 
Mameiord, or: cls the: good-of a man's 
our; ſuch a one will not expreſſecither | 
, or harſhnes, but ſweete mildenes, hee | 
hatheare to keepe. his loue as fafe, as the 4 
ar zowWe 15 Within the bone, But before you 
barriue to that marrow, itis garded firſt by 
yane, and then by the fell, and laſtly by 


oh 


bot it ſelfe. The man who loues, places 
things which he pofleſſes, and deftres, be- 
xe that which he loucs; thathe imay ſooner | 
leallchat then that the perſon beloucd by | 
im hould once be touched. And he-bath a 


rand frnje purpoſe as if it were made of 
Þ-2Er:; to: venture the loue of 'our lord, | 
eh it ſhould coſt him whatſocuer beeirhe 4 
pr may « cuer- be, 
Such ald as this 4t/is , which you muſt 
x0 to: the Infant , who is borne ſoc poore; 
þ.you muſt open your treaſures , for that | | 
poſe , as thoſe Kings did. For. it this bart 
dt-opened, which ; is the. treaſure-howſe, 
| H—_— loſt.” For-in that caſc wharſo- 
Ie it bee, which-is offered ,-is not gold but 
| unterfect ſtuffe; & he takes the beſt to him- 
We, and giues the worſt to Al: mighty God. 
pen therefore your hart, and conutigh the 
ant newly borne into "ig , lince rift. hart a- 


be lives, in which hee is. And lince he i is of 


bad 


"= 
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({oe little weight, doenot lay him downe; 
weare him in your boſome, like that handful 
Myrrh , whereof the ſpouſe ſpeakes. Conue 
' {withhio with all reverence Lcanfolien p Gi 

and yet take courage'to 'communicate'fred 
with hinr, þccauſe pe is.an Infant; for withi 
he hath hjs hart as ferene, and ſweete, as y 
may wellconceiue by his exteriour apparans 
Take heede you lett him not fall, for he m 

be kept with great care ; bur if your loue} 
nor great, you will cither forgetthimquick] 
orels lay him foone aſide, as thinking that] 
weighes xoo much. Andſoe that you negoti 
re with him inſuch ſort, as that you giue 1 
quer , till you perceiue by good conietun 
that both you. loue him, and are beloued] 
him, For till a foule feele this, it cuer liues 
feare, audſadnes, and as vnder the burden « 

| law, but when ir comes to this pafle; there 
nothing which can caſily trouble it, when 
conſiders that God loues it, and it loues God 
beſeech him that it may ſoe happen to ye 
Ladyſhipp. Amen. one. 


P . . I | Ln. 


DE p ISTLES. bp. x9 


, | ; a . . | 
y | 


letter of the 4 vthour lo 6 Lady wherein bee «ewes 
that the coming of the boly Ghoſt wronehtin the 
fles, and what it workes imthen whor ij- | 
uſe themſelues to receine it , and how they are t: | 
b- Li themſeluts. 


3 


Od ſend you a 00d Feaſt of whitfontide, 

DI not by heareſay,bur by experience; & that, 

gthis ſole:nnitie your hart *may feele that 

ich the faithfull ſeruits of Chriſt our Lord, 

they were allembled in that meeting- 

ce didfcele;by the infuliori of him into their 

es, who degeined thenr of their weakenes, 

addeliuercd them from their ignorances, and 

filled the boſome of their ſoules, with ſoe 

eat ioy,, as might well giuethe world ro vn- 

nd; thatthe blood of Chriſt our lord vyas 

| d in yayne,nor bis prayersto his Father 
fs ade in yayne;lfince by meanesthereof,a partj- 
iparnjpn of the diuinitie , wiscommunicated, 

{:Ohow often, when they ſaw themſelues foe 
deifyed ; andthar they were made ſoe richly the } 

= Iers and beloued of God, did they Goh a 
1 rld of prayſes to reſusCbrift, theirlordand\| 
{Maiſter ; as knowing well, thathe had ſent 
[them this guift as he was God, and had deferned 
it for- them as he was man. For according ro 
Cour lord himſelfe had promifed , the holy | 
»as ſoone as he ſhould become, was to 
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make knowne leſus Chrif, our Lord,and to giy 
teſtimony of him , that ſoe the Diſciples, ay 
| the world might knowehim , and by Enowil 
him might vnderſtand withall , that allgog 
| wasto.cometothem by his meanes, and rh 
they were to render him ſervice , andexpreff 
all gratitudeto him , as totheirtrue and aboun JU 
dant benefactour; andthatſoe, they might ref! 
maine faſtertyed to him by the cordes of louehW% 
in his abſence, then formerly they had beenein 
preſence;&:might know by experience, whats 
puifſant loke.the holy gheft is., and how ardently 
he makes that Bleſſed word of God, to be bes 
loued, from whome himſelfe proceeded , andÞWIF 
inwhomehe repoſes, and that they ſhould maFY 
ke noedifficultie to publiſh and proclaime himFYT 
to the world, though it{houldcoſt them cher Fe 
lives. | : _ © 
If we had a parte. of this ſolemniry -h 
| within our yery barts ; weshould be ſureto ce 
lebrate it exteriourly as we ought, And if outFYl% 
| ſoule wete bedewed with ſome dropp of the 
water of this plentifuill River which iflucg out 
ofthe throge.of God,& of the lambe, the chirltF 
of this whole world would be ſoone quenchedF 
{in vs, and wee ſhould be refreſhed by this bea-"YÞ 
uenly dew from that drynes,,; and ſtiffnes whe»[7Y} 
rein wee yet remaine ſoc negligent, ſoe barren, | 


and foe accurſed, bb 
- O how much would we finde our felues} 


bliged to our Redeemer , when wee ſhould 
enlibly feele,, that wee were indeede redeemed 
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bio ng that our finnes were edrowned,that - 

© forrowes were ſpent, and aboundance of 

Dy impartedinftcede thereof, Wee would not 

n complaine of paines, of baniſhmenes, of 

fence from what we loue , of wanting thoſe. 

»s which" ſceme moſt neceſſary to vs, and ' 

, fi Fine of any inconueniece. For ſoe powerfull 

is. ſpiritt, and the fire thereof, that it ſtriues * 

a and makes vsſoe loue & confide in 

God cha noe water of ſorrow, and afflition 

power to quench it , but it remains cuer 

u Ike. and conyeyed with ſuch ſtreygth into 

bowells of the ſoule ( which are foe migh- 

Wy inflamed ) that it kills allrhat which lines 

Mt; and cauſes, that cuen death it ſelfe cannot 

| by qJuer him, whois mortyfied by the coming | 
| is holy ſpi iritt. | 

| | "This 3 is that deare gyeſt , whoe cures the 

1we "Roy which the abſence of Chriſt our lord 

a made in their harts whoe loued him, and 

that empty place , which was made 

becky his departure, And now if he were 

uk to comfort and free men from that ſor- 

which was cauſed by the abſence of | 

br tour lord himſclfe nar cally will hee 

be bleto comfort ys, in caſe of the abſence of 

atures, if we be inany paine-thereby, This | 

hee, who is foe full of care of his orphanes, 

fe vertbadowes 'ther with ſtrengrh;from 

No z and who covers and 'keepes them | 

je yrider the mant]e of his proteCtion , and 

Ke: Rebein know. that they haue onein hea 
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' en”, whome they may with confidence ; by 
without preſumption call Father; hee repaiti 
that an S, is ruined, he illuminates that whie 

\is darke , he heates that which is colde ,1 
| ftraightensthat which'is crookeq, he refreſh 
| that which js over wearyed, and he is dayly gi 
| uing vs new ſtrength , which makes vs fly y 
toward the mountaine of God. bs 
}_ . Madam, it will be zcaſon that ſuch ahes 
| | cellent preſent as this, ſhould pur vs into gret 
appctite,, and that weeſell all the affeCtionst 
| our bart , for the purchaſe of this lewel 
which onely is able-to make vs happy. 
pewes of jt paſles before our doores , and ti 
noyſe ſounds in our cares, , of how he cony 
downe to men, and js glad of a habitation] 
their hartes ; Let vs not ſuffer him to paſſe þ 
bur let ys conſtraine him to viſitr, and comfe 
| VS that ye may ſeruebimyer more. And cal 
{idering in whoſe name wee may deſire, him, 
ſtay with.ys, be will not. neede to be much a 
treated; forthe Father ſerids'him,through Ill 
| Chriſt his ſorne our Lord, _.... ... 3 
|... . Chriſt our Lord'is he who obtayned i 

boly ghoſt for vs, For: otherwiſe;,. what. ht 
that moſt . high « to doe , with comit 


downe ro. vs , whoe are byt foe much. flell 


which is impure, abd weake, and epcling] 


all kinde of, ill.Thigſpiritt exceedes ys incl 


parably. more, then, he heauens excgede v 
earth, if it were not for that , he whois of if 
uen , being engendred by the Father ,did.ak 
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" atcſoc tarre a$to become man ,the lignifi- 
pf which word is to be earthly. And fo 
ng humaned, andtempored with our 

nes, did labour and {weate, and, vpon 

| tof | his life; did obtainefor vs, chat this 
Fl Skichcreared the heauens., ſhould abaſe 
fe ſoc farce, as to dwell in thoſe potts of 


14 Vs eine bes to Ieſus Chriſt our 
p Land fert vs gather the fruite of his la- 
ſr: agen ſince the, holy gboſt comes downe 
ply to dwell with vs, in contemplation 
he meritts of Chriſt our lord Flet vs nor be 
yagratefull for cither of theſe rwo great 
urs, as thereby to. looſe them both. The 
bbigh will abaſe þimfelfe ro. theſe meane | 
ons, that he may beetheir Father,and their 
le ,and how then can wee be ſuchwoefull 
425 t0 ſay Noe,to him, Let vs goeforth to 

E him: with loue, whoe comes with loue; 
ttys doc it with great delire, for wbere 
d lefred he is wellcontent to ſtay. Lett. vs 
kehim whoe ſaid, My ſoule bath deſired 
' night , and-in ſpiritt;; and with the | 
bowells of my ſowle:;, 1 watch towards 
in-the morning \By night: he defires to 
ry bly iritt, wha findes bimſclfe to | 


d, an places.not his confidence in 


| 


4 arme, but ſends out q army this ſpi- 


5.40 the comfocter ofthe Sciowbull,and | 
r of all ſuch asare in paine. Andjin the 


© hee will bee content to watch, whoe 


&y 
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| 


makes it hor oneof his laſt cares, how it 
be fire for him to furniſhvp chat inward ho 
bur che cheefe of them allis to egg 


| he may be able to obtaine this fauaur £ 


Lord, = being thus delired, andigue 
fallibly heiwill come zfor ſoc did >Ch 


{ lord himſeife , who was called the [Def 
4 411 the nations ; . and he loues all ſuch as s 


| to poſleſle him. 


Ler vs call ypon this boly Spirit, with 
ſpeach borbof our tongues and of our 


| bur, we mult be ſyre tharthe hoyyle be ni 
furnithed:, and ſoc: withour prouifion 35 3 


after hee (hall be inuited ,. and {art doy 
table, we'may haue othing tor:him ro'g 
Ler'vs wt ourfleſh, for that is the it 
whereon hee: feedes , ank which he: l; 
well. Foras for the fleſh which lubephd 
from it, as farre as hecan;anditRinekes w 


| tohim, thena-dead dog would 099.!4 


eour owne opinion andiudgue 


 ſoeweimayberuled by bispfor two head 


nener-goucrne 4 houſe well, af abiar4 
knowes leaſt be ngt ſwayed. ba 
 knowes. moſt. And: letivs $epd2 

| ſelfe conceiprs,for Mcſaworbaſs 

| myesof this heauenly ſpirit 4 whi 

| to ſay, Nirmy well bancby EL ET 
diligent ro-cleanſe our -condcience by pen 
' and confeſlion, from allimpurity',, and 


4 graine of duſt;how: Intle{ocuer it enay bee! 


this gueſt is moſt pure, anitcleane; 0d 3 iti 


— 
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lodge bimin ſuch a howſe as maydiſgult 
\\Let vs keepe peace, hoth at homeand n- 
d;for'eucn ynquict and wrangling folkes, 
7 tro ynregragwbs yy es"; for 
" ] 0 ; p © 1 
; wing lodped Vary ye RG lpm giue 
good attendanct; fince he hath made it a 
, For he is amighty king,and ibis againſt 
teaſon , that hauing him with vs at home, 
ſhould be gadding abroad- to ſeo vanities, 
vs then ſhurt vp the doores ; and caſt 'gur 
gproftrite at his feete;; and lexryvrell him 
truth”; thar there is. nothing which ſhall 
vs from him,and thatwe haucgiuen this 
vave to all the workd, chat it mujtleaue vs, 
him alone rogether, And foc let vsenioye 


Fc ephewpnene end)” +, + Raw" | 
nothing can depriueys thereoh, Ifyou car» 
Pbuſines thus , you ſhall be comforced in 
R, wherein-ytr you kane difcomfosr; and 
Welt drinks of rbe Riner wee drligbts' of God' 

c 


ven you be inebxiated thetewy .And1 ſhall 
be comforted when T-fhall fee you in the 
& of him whoe Enowes foe well how to 
Fyou, and inſtruct you, andevcrnally tor | 
ou. It is he, whomel bcfeechto-beyayp | 


. 2» 
Ss .4 
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A letter of the' Authour- to a certa 
Preiſt. Hee shewes how be may, 

pare himfelfe.; and what conſide 
rions are moſt profitable , when 
goes tocelebrate at the Altar. | 
v _ 


| Jy Enerond Fucker I beſecech our Lo f 


the-delay which I haue vſed ip maki 
an{weare;/may be recompeced with being 
andprofitable to you, for your demaunde 
greatimportance; and ſoc would the anſ{wi 
alſoe bee-,if.it were ſuch as 1 haue ſaid.: 
 aske me what preparation is beſt, and whats 
fderation, is-moſt profitable ,when you gi 


| celebrate! thiemiſtery ofthe body , and bi 


our:tordand-Sauiour leſw Chriſt ; becauſt 
| feare; that the-tbing, which of it ſelfeis ſoel 
_ may yetprouc hurtfall to you, for wa 
ue; ptepatation. - YT p 501 
».'/ Yom-know already , that there arediffe 
| complexions of mens badyes ; and foe is t 
| variety ofinclinations, in their mindes, y 
foe alfoe-are-the gyifts which God j 
'men , very different. Some , he leadex by: 
;meanes , and others by another, and there# 
re can be noe ſuch common: rule gipen; 
ſquare well with the generality of alla 


oncerning the conſideration which 


C; oſt proficable for the aforeſaid ation, B 


” EI ——_— 
_—_— ll. 


| 
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ttaine , chat that conſideration will be beſt | 
Iny m4n, which God imparts; and whereby 


n findes himlſelfe to be moued moſt. And 
ſhoe barh ay kriowledge ſych as a man | 
in Ns like theſe, ( whereof there | 
e certaine faith ; nor £leerc euidence that 
Preparation , or conileration g growes from 
impulſe of God) , hath noe reaſon to chaun- 
por any other, till our lord chadrige ir. And 
is to becryed, by giuing account thereofzto 
p perſon , who bath experigace in theſe 
dgs, cogerher with pradence ; and ſoc rotake 
refolution, 
Buc now there arc others, whoe findenot 
plelues parricularly moued, toyle, this, or 
| Conſideration. And yer itis alſoeneceſſa- 
pcbee men to injpart the notice of their, 
ſeen ; ſoe to BY nemartiby 
zeede to be carryed motiute. of Lowe, 
E ve, they being gore fxim 6rcheerefull; 
temedy is to be applyed; acgording to 
ries wherein they are, Aad becau- 
incline to thitke , according /to the res 
which 1 faue 'receiued conceroiag | 
{that che ſtare wherein you are;is.of a per- 
ptoficient in yertue,, and that it 18 ficter for 
> exerciſe your ſeife ,ypon he: conſidera-! 
x cheap provoke ou torkeferuour of | | 
i regerence; then ( vpan palgesy 1 fay,' 
this wire I know:of inone better, | 
Vs lively covnderitad,: 
$.. prominin ys 


Sas 
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| God and man, cad what thecauſe is ry 
| mes to the alter. 

Cerramely Sir , it is ablow of great ke 
cowards the we or ob of ay. man, to con 
'| and Caythis r zood earneſt , 
| ww gen 1 to-conſecrute jru.avy God ; to hi 

him in my hora to have audience of bit. K 
t0 receive bim tte 'my beſame.. Ler vs ponder: 
well; and ifirfinckeinto vsby thegrace anc 
cite of our lord; ir will be ſufficiene, and ſu 
zbundanr, for the making that reſult tow 
vs, whereof we haye ſoe much neede, that! 
( according to our frailty, ) we may x 
thar office'as we oughr. 

Whois hee that can chooſe but be in 
med inloue; bythinking , 1 goe.ro recer 
infinite Good 2 who will not rremble , 
amorous kinde of reverence, ar his pref 
before whome che powers of heauen treml 
and whowdl not reſolue, never to offer 
more, but ill to praiſe hiaq, doc hi 
cez Who will nor be confounded , and'e 

for having offended 
e harh preſent there zyvhs 
= ne? hor wy 
Lthis deſert, 
om Prouiſion? 


clings totes aunge.a, 
imfrom himſelfe, dothien 


EPISTLES, 
eſull affe@ts of the minde prey are pto- | 


| Ep. 20, 165 


1 by the conſiderations of his Prejence. 
þ affects, though they doe nat neceſſarily 


| from theſe Canſaerations', yet arp they a 
ready helpe therevnes; if the man , as we | 


; ſay, will not be' a ſtorie. 
de thatyoy zhall doe well to exoreiſcirant | 


Fin this thoughe. Make account that you 


t voice, bcc fponſus venit , Deva: veſter 


” Behol4 year ſpouſe is coming , your God ts c0- | 
And Shur your ſelfe vp in-your bart, and | 
pen "it to recetue char', which vies to | 


ie from ſuch a lightning. And defice you, 
Þ fame Lord, that for that very goodnes of 


y y which he hath vouchlafed to. pur him 


yyour hands ; for that ſame nes, I 


Gee] a true feelin that 


reueare, at lovehie , a8 


| Ng him ghat be rye you 
tc his i in ſence 


(> 


7 


are; Ride: ins, pes 2a 
corhinkeas you ought, of the pre pee fen- 


ps Fry < 


r them whoe ſtand in prefenee of 


I 5, dapkrkey lay riathing ; yer fee 


/the'roueronce, & the lobe w hete- 


E ifchey. ftand as thoy'o But 
oe re edndder bo ſe grnons aſs 


[ 
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"| of loue, like perſons whoeare, asic were, 
ſumed, in ſuch a furnace. Make account”, 
you enter amongſt thoſe Graundes , whoe a 
richly adorned, and foe well behaued; and" 
gene in doviog ſeruice to their Lord, q 
'then being placed, in ſuch ſocicty as that, an 
' the preſence of ſoe great a king , thinke of it 
| you ought, though, as I was ay you | 
| on, at that tyme, any other conven 
-| that, - 
My meaning is, that it is0ne thing for an an 
to haue what to fay ro the king ; and it is a 
.| ther, ro know ( which may be Jobs with ſci 
ce.) how to ſtand in his preſence: ;. and ther 
carry himſelf as he ought, And this is that vn 
| of the ſoule with our lord , which a man's 
| doe well to procure during the ryme of M 
 andto hang wholly v juſt ſoc asw 
he isin his Cell, Led with lord, in then 
{ecrer inert 7 of his harr. And: this,inft 
ſort, as-that.the wordes whictrhe reades, 
| not. be of any diſtraQtion to this vnion; ford 
shall reape 426 fruice by ir, :then by th 
| though yer, it bertue, chat heigto havere 
alſve to the wardes ; burhe isrs accuſtoms 
ſelfe whilelthe hark his hart yniced, andpr 
. | with God, to'catry that attention withally 
| what he doth: and faith, as is +advetleni/t 
| - - + Deereloxd; and whardeththe ſoule off 
| man keele , when hee carryes him in bisl 
who made eleRion of our B. Lay, & enris 
a her with celeſtial graces , that she migh 
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f #fitcro live and converſe with/Gad''made 
& And when he compares her hands; and ar- 
and cyes, wich his owne, what-confalion 
th he grow to haue? How ſtraighcly will he 
uld himſelfe co beobliged ; for fuch a benefit? 
at caution will he yſc that he may keepe him 
te wholly for him , whioe hath done him ſoe 
(ch honour, as to pur himſelfeinto his hands; ' 
[co come to them by them wordes of Conſe- 
ion, E 
ESir, theſe things are noe bare wordes nor noe 
dconſiderarions; bur they be arrowes, shutr 
Wy our , from theſtrong bowe of Alrighty 
g,' which wound and wholly chaunge the 
{and which maker deſire, thatartheendof 
ſe-; it may at lacdge conſider that worde of 
Lord, Scitus quid: fecerim vobis? Doe you kitow 
het 1 have done to you. Deare lordthat a man 
md conceiue quid fecerit nobu Dominic, What 
Lord bad done for vs in that bore. Thata man 
gtit caſt him wich the palate of his ſoule, O 
ata man had'true weights |, where with he 
phe weigh our, this great benefitt: How happy 
auld/he be, eucn inthis world; andhow, after 
ie end of Mſſe, would heloath enenthe fightof 
eatures ; and wouldeſteeme it tobeatormenr, 
arhemuſ} treate with them, And hisioy and 
e would conſiſt, in pondering , Quid fecer:t 45 
Wninus, what our lord had done for bm. till-the 
ext day , that he should rerourne to'fay Meſſe, 
ad if our Lord doe at any tyme giue you this 
Mas, you wilt know what ſorrow and shame 
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you'Q > carry in your hart, when ous 
proach tothe Alter withour-the-dame./ Fc 
whocinever enioyed/it, doth not know 4 
TY to/want it.-: 1 | 
.You may add ro this' Conſideration of 
\ penſan whoe.cames to the Altar, the realy 
why:he comes; and you will chereſeeavelt 
{blagot 'of the loue, of the Incarnation of g 
Lord, andof bis holy Nativity, andof his hi 
and death; ; renewing that which palled-bg 
40fore vpon-bis ſaared perfan; Andit youlh 
enter jato themoſt "4 TSS, of the hg 
of our: Lord, andifhee vouchſafe;to teach ya 
thatthe cauſe of his coming, is a viotenta 
injpatient. kinde of Joue, whichipermintgm 
him whoe loues., to be abſent Gm y 
beloued;,yourſoule will.cuen faint _ ſux 
®. conkideration asthar. :R 
A man.is i mouedmuch, by pe 
ringafter: this.manner., Heere.l have Aung 
(God, ' Butt yet ,when' hee conkers, hath 104 
mes meerely-out of the, great' louery 
deares ,.{ like:one Neeehiey wha. — | 
a day, withourſceing, and copuerkogwith: 
fpoult)thaoven I Coombe Geilnrates} Ml 
glad to-hauc.a thowſand barts,avt YEW 
to correſpond with ſugh-loue , and-todayiwl 
'$. Angoſtine'0 Lord what av 1 to thee! that tt 
Shouldef? commaund mee 16 love ther >whas ani 
thee', thai thas sbouldeft ſax mwch deſire , 10 makroM 
| « wii; and to giue meten; on bracement , and.uh 
being i in heauen , 2 with them whakgow ® 
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116 EPISTLES. | Ep: 3 20, = | 
thaw-to loue , and ſeruc thee, thou | yet! 
iſafelt to deſcend to this creature , who | 
wes very ill how to ſerue thee, but very well | | 
plonffond thee, Is it-paſhble has thou canſt |. 
coment thy ſclte, O lord, to be withour 
+ Is xpoſſible that thy joucofnics, {honld 
withce downe 2 Blefled maitt thou bee for | 
xe, who being what thou art, haſt yer placed 
' neapes {uch a creature as my {elf r And 
poſſible ; that thou houldelt come hither, 
" —_— perſon , and that thou ſhouldelt 
ay Leife into my hands; as if thou-wouldett 
np dyed for thee once , already; and 1 come to 
w, to let thee know , that 1 repentmot my ſelfe 
wficbar if 2c were merdefull, | panld dye for thee |: 
ond ty we. What lanhce could remaine. 
thereſt,after fuch adeare expreflion of louc 
this > Who , O lord wilfeuer beableto hide 
Weife from the heare of thy hart j which 
mes ours with thy redforits; & the ſparkes 
durto-allthem\who are nocte jt , as our of 
furnace;And asfuch a too as this, 
z08d/Farther) doth the Bod: bf rhe hea- 
"ne to \ourhands, andwe being fuch 
whes:as wee!ave”, doe yeticomuerſe with 
e cciaoilin 
| " 'vs now-/ conclude this good ſubiect, 
ic A" befelranhdpar in cxecution. 
s befeechthis lord of vurs ; w hethath 
ady:done vs one fanour that now hewili 
Mwanother, foraſmuch as his blefſivgs, wth 
A ve valew them, and thanke him and 
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ſerue him for them,will not be of profite toy 
Or rather as S. Bernard faith , Toe wugrs 
man, by how mach the beter hee us, by ſoe much hn 
the worſe. Let vs'conlider well how wee lim 
throughout the whole day ; leaſt els: our loj 
puniſh ys,in that tyme when we areat the: 
tar. And throughout the whole day , let" 
carry this thoughe in our harts, [ have receing 
| our Lerd. Athi table I fit; and to morrow Ih 
be with him againe. By this meanes, wee ſhallh 
able to avoydall ill, and wee ſhall take hart}h 
wards the praftiſe of all good. For thatwt 
{ is done from the Alrar , our lord is wont 
| rewarde, ar the Altar. | 
To conclude, I ſay you'muſt remember ho 
our lord complained: of Simon the Phariſee, fa 
that, entring into his houſe, hee gaue him ng 
-warter for his fecte, nor any kifle to his cheek 
|| To the end we may know that he deſires, th 
in the howſe where he enters, we ſhould gi 
him teares, layd at his feete for our finneg 
loue which makes vs ſalute him with the] 
of peace. I beſeech our lord to beſtow tl 
peace on youboth with your ſelfe, and wi 
your neighbours; and ſoc as that it may ſpril 
from perfect loue ; which I defire may torme 
you heere , for the offences , which your it 
| and others commit againſt our Lord. Andi 
| | heauen I defire;that he ſhould make youenid 
 [ir;zeſteeming the good of God for your ow! 
| and more then your owne, heres you-lo 
him more chen yourſelfe. For his loue, Ib 


e 
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OL char ifinthis letter, there be cither licle, [ 
puch, which needes amendement,it may not | 
nt your helpe ; and if there be any thing 

od in it , giue thethankes for that , to'our 
fn ; and remember mee when you ſhall be 
te Altar, < 
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letter of the A uthour to ſome deare freindes of hu) 
Who were afflicted by a priſecution , which Was. | 
wore #z4inft them , bt animates them much,, to | 
of the Crolle and the imitation of Chrif 
r Lord ,- whereof 'bee ſpeakes with great teu- 
dernes, 


is 


y Leſſed be God the Father, your Lord leſus Chriſt, 


P the father of mercyes, and the God of all conſole 
,, whoe comfartes vs inall opr tribulation ; in ſuc 
', that wee glſoggare: enabled to coffe them 
v arein ny kinde Hlion. Aund this we doe, 
wrae of that conſolation. wherewith God, com- 
£ Vs, For as the tribulations of Chriſt abounde in 
þ —_ Chriſt , fee. our conſolation is alſoe |: 


Theſe are the VRba be ofthe Apoſtle Sain: 
le. Three tymes he was ſcourge with rod- | 
erymes with whipps _ once he was | 

d, inſuch ſort as that he was left for dead; | 


uted be allthe enerations. of man | 
Ejandcormented wkall ſorts of afflic- | 


Lcyoubles; and. this not in any ſmall | 


— — 
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| 


amber of ymes but ar himfelfe ſanto vl 
re, wee are ener, enen drawne to death, for the lo 


[1&{us Chriſt, that foe bis life; may be made m 
| in vs. Andinall theſe tribulations, he doerh? 


bogs not murmure, nor complaine of God, 
weake perſons are wont to doe, hor doeth 
aflict himſelfe otherwiſe, as is ved by then 
whoe loue their hondur and their eaſe } : , 
doeth he importune God to remaue them froj 
bim, like ſuch as know notthe valew there 
and therefore defire tot ſuch company,as > 
nor doeth he eſtetme them as ſome ſleight,ar 


little fauours ; as they doe whoe loue not" 


ſuffer much ; but leauing all ignorance , 
 weakenes farre behinde him, he prayſes oil bu 
lord in them, and gives thankes for them, | 
for an extraordinary bleſſing, Efteeming hin 
ſelfe happy, to ſuffer ſomewhat for the honou 


| of him, whoe ſaffered ſoe great diſhonout 
thar'ſoe he might draw" vsourt of that trued 
| honour wherein wee were, benigflayes to 


baſenes of ſinne; and hebeautified, and hond 


red ys, with bs ſpiritt, ond with the adaption 6] 
ſennes of Ged, andhegaue vs an earneſt”, and 


peedger that we ſhould enioye the kingdouv? 


him. 


-'O' my brethren , whooe are foe very mn 


. beliueyrhee God will: open your eyes, 


| you-rnay conſider ; how great fanour he q 
vs \ by that which che wor! thinks tobe< 
u6uwr { and! how much wee are honc " 4," | 


" bang Ghovong, for ſeeking th : honor 
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&; and .bow nigh honour isreferued to, Vs, 

ghar abaſement, whereinnow we are, and 

fweete, delightfull and deare aries, our 

Ir "extends towards vs , to receiue fuch as 

rounded | inthe watre for his ſake, where- 

ple very woundes doe incomparably out- 

p, & cucn make ſweete all that gall, which | 

eaflictions of this life can give, Andif we 

gue any tfue vnderſtanding, we ſhall conceiue 

yehement deſire of theſe imbracements, 

For whoe will not defire that , which is 

olly amiable,and defireable, bur onely ſuch 

nc, a knowes not what erveclia pines is: | 
t know you forcertaine, that if thoſe feſti- 

or heauen pleaſe you , and if youdelire | 

e, atid enioye the ſame, there is noe way to 

more ſecure, then that of ſuffering, This is 

Wach, whereby Chriſt our Lord, and allthis 

ants are 'gone before vs ; and whith e calls 

uebr, and (anh, thay it leades mon to liſt, nd be 

tys this inſtruction, to the end that if wee 

I have a minde to be where he is, wee 

t walke by that way, where he went. 'For 

== all reaſon, that rhe ſonneof God, 

z gone by the way of diſhonour; the ſon- 

ff men, ſhould; goe by the way of honoug, 

ce je Diſcip Ls ck thew6s Maifley ; nor 

| ye bis Lord. And God forbidd, that; 

ule ſhould re = ,and reſt, in-any other. 

bg; or ſhould -defire any orher life", inhis 

A bur onely:to ſuffer; vnder the Cx | 
lord. . Though yet, Iknow nor, F Al 
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hauefaid well , in calling that affliction wh 
is {Uffered vnder that Cryje, For to my ſeemi 
it is as thedelighrof a ſoft bed; full of roſes,” 
O-thou leſ#s, of Nezareth ( by which we 
| it is ſignified that thou art all fult of flows 
how: ſweete is that odour of thee , which 
wakes in vs, thoſe inſatiable defires, of cterh 
ty ; arid makes ysforgett the afflitions, whi 
weſuffer heere, whileſt we conſider for whon 
they are endured , and with what reward the 
ſhall be paid. And whoe is hee that can lot 
thee atall, and-yer doeth nor loue thee cue 
feed < in that Croſſe, thiou diddeſt ſeeke mee;thg 
| diddeſt curemee, thou diddeſt deliuer mee,th 
diddeſt free mee, thou diddeſt loue mee, ginii 
thy life and: bloud for, mee , by the hands 
| baſe and cruell wretches. And therefore 
the Croſe , will I ſceke thee, and vpon h 
I -findyg thee ; and finding thee , thou help 
mee; and thou deliucreſt mee from my fell 
1who am the creature which contradicts 1 
loue, wherein myne owne ſaluation dotheal 
fiſt; But now (being free from the loue of ij 
{felf , which is thine enemy ) I anſweare thi 
| rhough not with equallity , yet with a kinds 
'Ipoore- reſemblance , of that.exceſſine Je 
FWwhich thou carryedſt to mee vpon thy Croſſi 
{louing thee, and ſuffering for thee , as thowl 
louing mee, dyedR of loue for mee, 18 
- i {Bur woe is mee, and what ſhamecouen 
face, and whax ſorrow ſeizes vpon ay.'8 
whoe haning beene ſoe muck beloued] 
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moaning ty 
_ EPISTLES.- Ep.21. 175. | 
thy ſoc great tormentesdae well declare) 3; *' þ 
toue thee (oe lirtle, as may be ſeenebythe:| | 
e, which I endure for thee, I cafily confelle, | 
all men deſerue not foe great happines, 
to bemarked out for thine, with the marke 
the Croſſe , but yet ; conſider what. a fadd 
dg itis, for mee to defire,and not to obtaine;_ 
and. not to receiue >} How much mo- 
when 1 begg not delight, and caſc; but afflic- 
n, and paine, for Joue of thee, 
+ Tell mee, ſince thou will haue mee tobe 
thehy Herald, and the Auntient, whoeamto- 
xy the flying colowrs , of thy gboſpell , why 
y. doeſt not apparell mee, frim head to 
ke, with thine owne livery. O how 4ll 
h\the name of being thy ſeruantbelong to. 
,;whoe finde my ſelfe naked, of that | 
nent , wherewith thou diddeſt foe cor- 
lly,- and foe continually , and ſoeaboun- 
tly goe 7 pr :2 'Tell vs, O beloved 
f, (euen by that ſweete Croſſe of thine) 
Lthere peraduenture , any one day, when 
v diddeſt put off , that robe- of ſuffe- 
te , to cloath thy ſelfe with repoſe and | 
i Or was there: atiy one day , wherein 
Waiddeſt pur off that rough coate, whi 
Lwfroyght: into the yery rootes of thy 
F, a5-to make thee ſay , My ſoule is beauy, },,_.. | 
to the desth'7 O-noe, thou wert farr from 
be., becauſe thou wert farre from lea- 
$30 love, and this love made thee alwayes 
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{176 SPIRITVALL _ Ep.a 
| And when they ſtript chee of thy cloatl 
rhey cutt out} vpon che: Crſſe , ( as it it had » 
nevpon ſome table) another garment fort 
and that ſo long a one , asto reach-from 
very -head ro thy feete; and there'wis noe | 
of thee ,*which was not dycd, with Ne 

| pretious crymiſohi bloud. Thehead Ctoy 

| wick chornes,, the face, loaden with buifert 
the hands peirced with two tiayles ; and th 
feete with one; a bitter one tothee; bar dea 
to vs ;and all the reſt of thy body; embroden 
over; with ſve many ſtripes; ast at it was't 
ealye thing ; to nunber them. 

Hee woe bebolding thee, ſhall loue 
ſelfe , and nor thee, ſhaltdoe hee an extred 
wrong.. Hee whoe ſeeing thee,in ſuch 2 
ſhall flye fromthar; which may make hi 
to thee; and hee whoc hath Ex, lictle defue") 
| ſuffer for thee, doth not knowthee with pi 
fect loue. / For heewhot foe knowes thi 0 
cuen.dye for louc:of thee, when he'con Je 
that thoudyedſt for hini; and he more £ 
dithonous for thy ſake , then hee eſtcemes 
[nour, & then all theta hith che whole work 
( which. is both a.deceiuer:and doth deecil 

giue.: Away with it, away, {ct italt hi 
= in compariſon of th Coe, 
\ cuer it be in this warld , which floriſhes 'n 
and yetis ſoc ſoone withered. Andlet world 
| peop lay be cuen confounded with ſhame ſi 
thou, ſoc muchtothy colt haſlfougin &-0y 
come, by thy Zo Yea and let - them. 
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CC EPISTLES!T | = Epi, 
be albatned, who are held for {eruants 0 
>; and yet reioyce not #-abat, which is 

ry to the world; notwithſtaading that 
"wert ſoc reproached ;:and/ abandoned, 
contradicted by this blinde world ; which 
er doth nor yer can fee-that Truth, which 


by ſelfe. 


For my part , I am refolugd to hould thee | 
,, though all other things be wanting te | 


(which yet in true account, can neither 
rue the name of all things , nor indecde, of 
thmg , but of perfe& miſery andee- meere 
i) rather then I willremaine of anyorher 
ur, then thou art; thoygh otherwiſe the 
fd whercin I live , might be all mine, For 

oe things, which are notthe thing, which 


bthyTelfe art, are rather affliction;and bur- | 


Jthenerue happines, but in thy beingours, 
pur beipg'thine, conſiſts our true ioy , and 
bes, for thou alone, art all our true good, 


| had forgotten my ſelfe my deere bretbren, | 


t whereof I beganne' to ſpeake ; and to 
ech , and admoniſh you , ih the name of 
Iſt our Lord; that you be not troubled, nor 
wphic to wonder , (- at a ftraunge thing, 
not familiarly known&by the ſeru: 

attheſe wk 


hath beenenothing bur a tryall ; and ex» 


of that lefſon , which we hane beene leas- | 


| Fcontinually , by the ſpace of five or ſu 


bs, faying, that we maſt [»ffer , we muſt ſuffer.,.| 


— Ti. F1 FP" " * a. 
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| ecutions , or rather the {Id- | 
yesrhereof , which are come ypon vs. For | 
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for the loue of Chriſt our lord. Behouldy 
are now, atthe very gates. Let vsnot ber 
bled like children, whoe are not willing 
repeat their leflon.” Bur comfort your ſeh 
ir-our Lord, and in the ſtrength of his pow 
who loues you, -and whoe will defend yt 
And though he be but one , yer he can « 
more , then all the reſt , for hee is omnjp 
tent, You necede nor alfoc feare , that hi 
| wants knowledge, how to doe it ; for he | 
| be ignorant of nothing. And now conli 
| whetherdit be reaſon , that any man ſho 
be moued , whoe is tyed to. Almightic Ge 
with thoſe three foe hard knotts , of an i 
| nite power, atr infinite wiſcdome , and ani 
nite lor, 2 | 
| Let hot the-menaces of them who thu 
ten/you , breede you any trouble, For If 
my” part , giue'youto vnderſtand, that-I yi 
lew not all their-chreates , at the weight" 
one fingle' haire, For I am noe where, b 
i the hand of "Chriſt ow Lord ; and! 
haue. great compaſſion of their /blindes 
For the ghoſpell of Chriſt our Lord , which 
haue preached in that rowne , is hidden frot 
their: eyes , and' S.:Paule affirmed , that 1 
| Gotl' of this world ©, . which is the deuill , 
| blinde the ſonles of the Infidells ; to jhe end watt 
glory of the. ehoſpell, might not shine wpon the 
'Bur-l defire much, and I cordially beg g 
_ [[our Lord, that he will haue mercy on me 
and'that he will -heape benedictions . y 
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n, in liew of the curſes which chey calt|' 
mee ; and glory for thediſhonour , which | 
"doe meet, or (to ſpeake more truely ) | 
that which they deſire ro doe mee. For | 
or mee , Lam fixed in this, thae there is noe |; 
jour for a man vpon this earth; but to be 
zonoured for Chriſt our Lord. | 
{Doe you alſoe, niy deere freinds , after | 
ſame manner ; and be Diſciples of him, | 
ge gaue 4 kiſſe of peace , to that perſon, 
| called him freind , who bad ſould him, 
is encmyes, And ypon the Croſſe he ſaid, 
den them , Father , for they know: net what | 
[dve, Conſider itt all your neighbours, | 
W they are the creatures of God; and that | . 
d defires their ſaluationy; and then you will | 
ie heede ,. of wiſhing ill ro that man, to 
me God deſires ſoe much good. Remem- | 
how often you hauc heard from my] 
ith , that wee muſt love our enemyes ; arid 
|, with great repoſe of minde , arid with- 
ſpeaking ill of any, Paſſe over this fitt 
tyme; for our Lord will quickly bring on 
her, And bevery well awake, that you 
y not goe backe to reuerſe any one oft of 
t good , which you haue begunne ; for 
& would be extreamely ill done. But 
le this eruth in your hartes , that he 
bme you haue followed , i3 the lord of 
Wen , and earth, and of life , and/death; | 
bd that in fine , though all the world: 
ff 6:.% 
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zould ſay n4y., his truth muſt preuaile. L 
bour youro fallow that truth, and whileſt y' 
are doeing. {qe, doe not onely forbeare to feq 
mea, but feare not deyills noc nor euen A 
gells, if icwere poſlible fox them,to be agalt 
you, Be yerycarefull to be lileng amGgh my 
bur be ſure thax your haxges, ſpeake much! 
'prayer, to Gad , from whome all our good 
'ta come, And his pleaſure is, that we thoy 
 obtaine it; and eſpecially by meditating vx 


| the paſſion; of leſus Chriſt our Lord. And 
||you ſuffer apy thing, by the tongues of eu 
- |\men ( for, in fine, youſuffer nothing els ) tak 


it in diſcharge of your finncs, and as a partig 


| lar fauour of God, whoe will make you 


\ne, by the tangues of thoſe cuill men , ay 
might bewith ſome bruſh or rubber z torthg 
tongues will be fowle thereby ( lance they \ | 
fowle things ) and your ſelfe will groyy. cle 
by ſuffering, and you will be ſure of happiy 
inthe ogher world, _ 
Bur inthe meane tyme, I will not, by 
| mcanes, that you cltecme your (clues for Þ 
ter, then them , whome thus you {ce to.gos} 
errour. Becauſe you Fnow.nox haw long y# 
ſchues may continue indoging welk, nor W 
in docing ill. But worke your ſaluation [cart 4 
in humdty ; and ſoc hape that your ſclues 4 
gett to hgaucn, , as nor to iudge with all, thi 
your neighbour is nog to goe thirher, Andiq 
value the fayours whichGod hath done to yo 


as that withall you touch not vpon the impt 
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ons of your neighbours. For you know 


t happened betweene the Phariſee , and Luc. 18 
Publicane, by which example we mult be 


ned, 

[There is noe ſanctity aſſured, but in the 
feare of God, wherein, I wonld have you 

row old, as the holy Scripture ich, Soe to 


eys to vnderſtand , that wee mult not one- || 


ere God , when firſt we come to his ſerui- 
buteuen to the very end. This feare is noe 
; or irkſome kinde of thing, but full of 
ar and guſt ; and it rakes away all leuity, 


( faſion of hart ; and it tnakes a man not.] 


rous,to approuec his owne aQRiss as good; 
wph perbapps in themſelues, they be well 
e. Bur he leaues rhe iudgment , both, of 
Rlſe , and of all che world, to Almighty 


|, As S. Paule ſaid, 1 inidge not my ſelſe \ but be | 


ind2es met, is our Loyd, This is hte, whome 
maſt feare, if you will perſeuer , in docing 

and if you will not haue.your building 
but ſand ſafe, till it niay rfs ahd reachto 
hoſt high God, But now this muſt be done 


t, which I befeech our lord Tefus Chriſt, | 


Eybu, Atnen, Pray for m&& very cordial- 
8 already I beleiue you doe, For I hbpe in 
P, chat hee will heare you; and that he will 
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tmee toyoH, fot your ſetuice, asin fotritf || 
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A Letter to a Lady who was growen 
widow. Hecomforts her in the ata 
of her husband , and animates her: 
carry her affiiftions with patience.” 


' Haue deferred to write to you ,. out of 
] belecfe , that myletter would be of lirt 
power, towards the-mitigating of that g 
ſorrow, ho which they ſaid: you were growe 
ſubict, And I thought I ſhould take a begy 
courſero be yttering my ſelfe to our Lord wa 
is the Loxd of all comfort, and to þe recom 
mending you to him, then to be peaking 1 
you , by myletters. But yet becauſe they hay 
2h demaunded with foe great inſtang 
which ſerues to allure mee, how much thi 
+ ed” ad becauſe our lord hath powl 
enotgh to doe what he liſts by the mean 
| eugn of dead letters , I would nor-faile to d 
as I was commaunded , and that.to, which; 
was obliged, beſecchingour lord that by mga 
nes thereof he will be pleaſed to bregde th 
comfort in your hart which I defire, 2 
| Our Lordhath ſoediſpoſed, asto haugyd 
try what taſt theſe affliions haue , whicha 
gathered in this vale of teares, and they n 
of the gentler but ruder ſort, Let his nal 
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| EPISTLES. , Ep. 22. 383 |. 
bleſſed , his iudgments adored, and his |. 
| obeyed., fiace that which;the creature | 
es to his- Creatour , is:alk reuerence and 
jection , not onely in.thofe things which 
{delighrfull , but in thoſe others alſoe, 
h arc -moit- -painefull, Now to make | 
alt of chis obedience, God is wontto teach | 
$, in that which lyes next our harts, To the | 
dthat wee may ynderſtand, thatfor ſoc great 
lord, we muſt be content both to doe , and 
Wer gTcart S4 ih Sd 63 19 29 
b + as exceſhue ;loue to his [6 
ine [ſaxck, and God was pleafed: to rry[hiaz 
that. A. great loue it -was-which TIob cat- | 
dd ro his ſeaucn ſonnes, and-yert God tooke | 
emall away , in oneday, And after this man; | 


y is he. wont to. proceede with, ſuch. as he 
«For by this meanes both. they-axe made 
able, of teſtifying their loue:to;him, and'by | 
plame hce takes occation, todoethem great | 
jours. 1 know well, ' that. fleb and .bleod | 
e.noe vaderſtanding. of this language, and 
at they onely, wwglop themſelues, vpon fee- 


ng the-greife.,.and loſle , which. they ſuſ- 
lne', without caring for other things. Bux 
God be in vs, we'muſt reſtraine our ſcnce, 
Ind make it. obedient to reaſon , and to 
be will of our 'Lord. And though” it 
guble vs much, yer muſt we not ler this 
Ih of ours overcome , but- remembrin 
anguiſh of-our Lord , which made him 
eate dropps of bloud , and ſay. Fathey,, net 
"ix 'M 4 ks 
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my will, but thy will be done, we are t6 yn 
fame; if we meane to be knowne for wo d 
| thples ; (incehe will know none fe 
6nearth , nor for his companion in heat 
bur the ms wha carryes' © he ii croſje | 
backe, and'whoe will follow him Mo py e 
yi ſheapheard, thought it ſhould colt k 
" 4 
-\ Tell mee of. what wee can iuſtly ' edt 
plaine in our afligtions, ſince bytheth our f 
; nes grow to be diſcharged ,atid'our ſetues tl 
' r6'refſemible the ſonne of God 2 For what' 
| | bold itrevergee ſhould it be, thatſlanes wa 
, norpalle , bythat lawe , by which theif' Lt 
=  anOrhbt adipred fowns ſhould not 


7 « 


be, 22 


cotitenit ro endure chat 3: which! the nath# 
onne © dured;'who was mortbeondd by 6 t 
, ther his cot vere 1d 
hoe ys noe loaden with variery of peib 
2 Hoe W.45 the man of preif at 5 
prog hyexperientt, What belonved to afflition! 
if foube able to 'tount the dropps of theſt 
you Tray" avg perhaps count his ſorro 
Will ir thery ſeemereaſon t&'you, ehardlie! of 
neof God, being ſoeih an9Hls, and all wouls 
ded with greife, even to thideath, wee foul 
paſſe all our lives, without drinki once Ih 
. | vineger and gall} What isbecottie of tha _ 110 
' [whichwee ought to have, if heere wee® 
lett himſufferalone, and yet pretend roraigif 
with him Triſieatien 2! 5 
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"EPISTLES. "Ep. 22, ity 
Y, that if the king of heauen did enter tn1o brs hs. 
eby i: bulatrons wealſoe muſt enter in 
Bs way: There is noe other way bur : 

p Chrilf and bee crucified; & whoefocuer ſeekes 
other, will not finde it, and whoſoeucr wal- | 

y any other , yill looſe himſelfe, and hee | 

; that m— ic may bea kind of vn- | 
thing , to {uifer in this life, it-is worſe 
ſufferin che nexr. O blindenes of theſonnes | 
__ whoe take noe care of the future, 
th preſent may palle to their conten- 
nt; Not valewing that which brings in 
profitt; but thar which giues vs guſt. Nor 
s towards reaſon, but paſſion. And the- 
we doe- they Jathenc: when they ought ro 
kkethemſelues happy , and they reioyce 
#t they hane more canſe ro mourne. What | 

ll this preſenc proſperity , but a ſmoake, 
bby Hetle and Hetle will bediſperſed it 
bort 25 that wee ſhall fee nothing of it? And | 
Fare all the yexres of our life, but + ſhort | 
, ont of which when wee awake, wee 

- ſelves but ro-haut beene abuſed. And | 

hr any little trouble, which arrives, we arc 
Wwne to forgett our | former pleafares ; yea 
IT vs, a Kinde of pile to hatie en-/ 


&P 


a Ifithen., wee finde foe grear it) conſtancy 


Why doe weeneticekethat other” And 


Tee every day; that this is Ni 
bf tir hands; Ao Or nor fes Frnd 


hlaſts indeede; no will make our Felicity. | : 
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eternall ? If hitherto wee haue beenein bli MX 
nes,let vs now at length open our eyes, At 


| proviprne did once tell ys , that there w 


omew hat heere, which might content vs, 
now the.gall of tribulation be applyed to 
eyes and giue vs light to ſee,that,in this wot 


| wee are truly miſerable, and that we are ne 


our owne Country , butin a very painefullh 
niſhment; and ſoc rayſmg firſt oar bartes to beay 
| let onr conuerſation be alſoe there. » 
This is the end why our Lord hath-punilky 
you, that you may make more , and more i 
count of him, the more you ſee your ſelfe, 
want, otherwiſe doe not conceiue that Go 
takes pleaſurein your paine, but becauſehe 
| mercifull he hath a tender feeling of your 6 
res. Onely he will put this touch of worms 
wood into your cupp, that ſoc hauing diſct 
| ged your hart, of all humaine comfort, yal 
may haue your leaning place ypon him along 
God. hath taken one comfort from you, bur 
is ro giue you another , for ſoc he is wont 
'doe. He hath made, you-a widow , but it; 
that he may make himſelfe your Father, linck 
Father of the. forſaken is his name. Many # 
flictions will. nor faile to offer oe plucs: 
you, inthis widowhood ; and in man thing 
you will finde the want of him, who wagwouty 
to remedy you in them. And in n uny. Mt | 
| your freinds , you ſhall finde little belngh, andy 
little fidelity and lefle gratitude; bur in 
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F theſe things-, God will haue you make; 


EPISTLES.  "Fp. 22.187] 
to him , and conferre wigh him, abqut | 
roubles you ſhall be in , and that, as 
a true Father, you caſe your bart, with 
And if with that hart you call vpon 
and cruſt your ſelfe in his hangs intal- 
y'you ſhall meete with a ſure refuge , in 
jour difficulties , and a perfe&t guide in 
your wayes; And in any tymes without 
| knowing by whoſe meanes , or how 
omes to palle , you ſhall finde your buſi- 
Fdone , to your -hand , much better then 
(could hauc imagined ; and you ſhallchen 
erſtand by experience , how great a freind 
Lis, to the afflicted\; and how truely he 
ells with them , and makes himſclfe a ſoli- 
qurof their cauſes. | | 
Ar if at any tyme , he doe not give 
that , which you defire ; it will be to 
you that which ſhall be fitt, For fo 
h this celeſtiall phifitian proceede , with 
m, who goe to him for their recovery; | 
md whoe haye. a greater defire ,.to be cu- | 
, then that their taſte be pleaſed. Depart 
you , from his hands , and cure, though« oi 
ould put gon to m{ch paine. Defire him 
fto doe what you will, but what be will. 
| your weapons, be your prayers; and your 
res, and they, not loſtreares, for that which 
F Lord hath taken from you, but liuiug 
resgfor that our Lord may be plcaſed ro par- 
a him and to ſaue you, | 
.,Fo what doth that ſuperfluous paine 
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ſcrue which they tell nee you giue your {e 
bur onely, for the adding of finne , to pay 
But now you know , that as wee hauenolit 
|ry to laugh, idely or vainely, ſoe neither h 
weany to weepe ſuperfluoully. But both ih} 
one, and inthe other, we mult be obedient 
the holy will of our Lord. Why doe you co! 
plaine? why, I ay, doe you complaine 2 Eirhi 
you are/a (inner, andtheri you are to be clen 
ſed by this afflition.; or els you are a iult pet 
ſon , and then you muſt bee tryed , that 
may be crowned. Whether it be the oneorth 
other, you muſt ge thanks to our lord , with 
your whole hart , and refolue to loue the end 
and reaſon of this correion,though the thin 
it ſelfe be vnpleaſing, This we are taygit y 
boly S.riptare, which relates how Hefter kiſſed 
the end of A ſſuerns rod, 1 
Ler not yourtyme we away , in gluttini 
your eyes with teares; but for the loue of out} 
Lord, apply yourſelfe ro ſend your hart vp'to} 
' | him, and to prepareyout ſelfe for that pallage 
whereby you ſee orhers march before. It 8} 
enough , Lady, it isenough, that you hauet 
ready made fog large a feaſt to fleſh and blood 
Dry your eyes at laſt, and ler not that tyme 
| palle in bewayling death, which was graunte 
you forthe gayning of life. . WW 
; "Call ro mide, that our Lord droue the 
; out of the howſe, who latnented the death 
B | a yong maide; and hefaid that she was notgea 
| Ja 


bat that he ſlept. For indeede amongſt Chi 
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lye 1s burrto tall alleepe,, till chat day come, 
en we ſhall awake againe, to take our bo- 
8 , and fo to raigne with Chrilt our Lord, 
bin body, and ſoule, And cqnlider, that hee 
whome you weepe, is nos dead but ſeepes; and 
&, in a ſleepe of peace, fince he both liued 
dycda good Chriſtian, | 
Why ſhould jt trouble you {oe much, that 
t lord would draw the man whome you 
hed, out of this place, which is ſoe miſera- 
2 and would carry him intothe way of (al- 
ion> And if he haue left ſome troubles to 
y,takerhem yp witha good will , ſoc that 
May goe onto his repoſe. Andif his abſence 
& you much, yet be comforted with this, 


; Qhortly you {hall ſee hitn againe : hnce our | 


tes in this life are ſoe yery fewe, and one of 


thath ſoe little aduantage our the other iv | 
bg a little ſooner, or latex. You ſhall doe | 
e well to conceiue , that our Lord tgoke | 


maway , becauſe hee waswell prepared, and 
at he hath leſc you heere, to the end that you 
ly well prepare your ſclfe. And lince youſer- 
Cour Lord with alacrity , in the ſtate of ma- 
mony,ſcrue him now in the ſtate of widow- 
ou, and in the trouble of that ſtate , with pa- 
ace, Thatſoe,if then you gayned thirty fold, 
U may now gaine fixty. And ſoe you lhall 


dea life, if not of guſt, yet, at the leaſt of | 


tprofitt, towards the purging of your ſin-. 
towards the imitation of the Crucifixe ; 


T 
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dwards a noſt certaine purchaſe of his 
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:| pliſh all this in you, asI defire,and begg of hi 


TAmen, 


eternall kingdome. © 
Bur fot the obreyning of all this , y out th 
demaund grace of our Lord,with prayers, w 
reares , with vſing toread deuout bookes,; 
with receiuing the celeſtiall bread of ther 


Bleſſed S xcrament. And ſoc lift vpp yourdeiet 


| hart,and walke roundly on. Forbefore youe 


gett to heauen, you will have a Jonge way! 
make, And if you be to enter there, this 
not bethe laſt afflition, which you ſhall haz 


| For the Tewell which you expeR;is of ſoe inel 


mable a valew ( it being God himſelfe) t 
how much ſoeuer it coſt, it can neuer bec 
And finceyouare one day to poſſefle it, you 
now to reioyce in the hope thereof. And co 
plaine not of your afflitions, bur ſay , foe gn 
85 the good for which I hope , 1hat 1 feele not the miſt 
which 1 have. Let Ieſus Chriſt cur Lord, accor 
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te of the Authoar to @ virgin whoe was difÞc*| 


be ber felfe to leave the world, and to conſecrate 
vſelfe to God: be animates ber in that purpoſe; 


ud shewes the great bleſſings which shee would | 


de, both in life, and death , by the eſponſalls 
which «hee meant to wake with Chriſt our Lord. 


\Euout ſeruant of Ieſus Chriſt, The con- 
Frenement which my ſoule tooke in vn- 
anding of the new purpoſe you were gro- 


to haue, of taking the king of heauen for 


ſpouſe '( yow wha might ſoe well haye 
hed your ſelfe heereon earth ) was fo very 
t that I know not with what words to 
efſe it, And though when it was rould mce, 
ſere new to mee , as not hauing ynder- 
d chereof before; yet neither was it wholly 
jy; for already I had in a manner eyed you 
| forthatlord, who createdyou, and I had 
d of him as a particular "doh , thathe 
ud beſtow you ypon mee, for himſelfe. 
ted be his holy name for euer, who hath 
| done it ſoc very completely, as I knew 
Foc much as how to wiſh. But that ioy 
Kh your ſoule founde before in ſeeing ir 
loeditingriqued from all the baſcnes of thi 
n,and finding it ſelfe already to have re- 


that pledge, and pawne of loue from | 
meauenly king ; what, was it els , but © 
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acleare {igne, thatjthis mutarion which y 
haue made, proceeded not.from any inc6fhy 
cy of your humour , but from the worke\ 
God, who hath conyeighed his hand into yd 
hart, and therein hath produced that delir 
hequen , which now you have. And hes 
gaue. you that great ioy , as ateſtimony , at 
earneſt penny of thoſe many , and great , Wl 
pure ioyes , which if you proue faithfull 
[him.; he rcſolues to giue you in heauen ; | 
lealt whereof, is inc6parably more to be eh 
med then a husband of this world , and ch 
| dren, and eſtate, and whatfoeuerels the wi 
carthcangiue. Q if you had bur tryed , hi 
{weere God is, to that ſoule, which turnes| 
backetothe world , to place her eyes vpon 
Crearout, O if you did but know , what 
| ſweetenes is., of the celeſtzall ſpouſe , tows 
the camfotting of thoſe ſoutes , who caſt: 
tranſitory delight away , and like chaſt tan 
refuſe to take comfort yponearth ; bur ſer 
ſighes for loue of their Lord, who is in 
& who are like the doue which returnes hi 
to the hand of the owner , as cleane as Þ 
went forth, without touching any dead be 
ſoe much as with her feete. C 

What is thereſoe flouriſhing in this wot 
which is any better then adead, and i{tinck 
carkafſe? And for what then doth it ferue vs 
joyne our ſclucs, to that which'will infec? 
' and which may leave ys thirtie thouſand ry 
. | more diſguſted with the bitternes whic 
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EPISTLES. 
, then with'the pleaſure which it yeilded 
he preſcnt, You muſt render Chriſt our 
d many thankes ,- whoe hath giuen you 
t, whereby you Know how to diſtinguith 
peene thar.; the, pretiofis , and the baſe, 
reene eretnall and temporall, berweenean | 
ortall God, and a mortall man. And'for ; 
ag given you grace, tomake ſoc happy #n 
fion ; as, whereby Godfs accepted, and man 
med ; and inthat for the 1out bf that hea: 
ly bedd of ſtate, the carc of any carthly bedd 
browne alide., how rich ſocuer it might 
tbeene. Be therefore fairchfull tro him, whoe 
$gyou tor his ſpouſe, and who will beſure 
ſo faithfull to you, as to make you finde 
wperience, that hee is not inielt 5; when he 
himſelfethe pure Spouſt of pute Virgins, for 
all finde the aſſembly of all bliſſe in him, 
tan ir proue like the marriages which are 
& berwcene fleſh atid bloud \, wherein 
ly the lictle contetiemtnt,, which is hadat 
3 followed by the bitternes of repErance, 
ls wit ket" ours gives not onely con- 
hent at the firſt, bur che more you conuer 
h this Lord , the better you thall know 
and the better you know him, the ritgre 
" ill louehim, For he is notlike men,who, 
they Xe more frequented ler vs ealily fee 
ney Iaue more faults; and he who was a 
Mncbantponh the matriage day , within 
Eproues fuch, as that there Ts noe lining 
Wm Bur in Chriſt our Lord, you ſhall ſee 
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nothing which may diſguſt you , and as} 
in that Blefſed mother of his,who is the mo 
in lawe, toallthe ſpouſes of her ſonne: O l 
ſed houre wherein that good. purpoſe,y 
ſowed inyour hart; and much more blel 
will that other bee , when you ſhall finde yi 
ſclfeſo 'viſited by your ſpouſe, as to make; 
fay,O my Lord,and when could I deſeruett 
fauours of thee, that. I ſhouldfinde this hid 
treaſure , forthe purchaſe whereof, to payt 
price of a thowſand lives, were to buy it i 
'|cheape. © 
| O how Pg Fand proſperous is this m 
\{riage to be, and:of how exceſlive ioy , b 
| to--heauen and earth. God the Father is p 
ſed eq, ſeg, that there be ſoules onearth, w 
/|Joue his onely begotten ſonne ſoc well,as 
for his loue, they lcauc the loues of fleth 
| blood, not onely thoſe, which are forbic 
by his lawe, but eucn thoſcof marriage 

are lawfull. For. it is a figne of greater k 
{| when for his ſake, we wb ab which 
might lawfully yſe, The ſonne is he to wha 
{the ſouleis eſpoyled; and for this hee dyed; 
| he might haue "0s ſoules which would} 
him at leaſt with ſpirituall purity ; and of 
whoe might.doe it nor'onely ſpiritually, 
cuen with the body alſoc yntouchad, Thel 
{ Gboſt is molt pure, and farre eſtraupeed b 
fleſh, and when he hndes a ſoule which 
lutely deſpiles carnall-delights , there do] 


lodge his eyes,; and fills them with ſpin 
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ores , and will neuer permitt that the, 

> be empty , which ſhall refuſe to feede 
@ carnall foode. Our Blefled Lady is the 
her of the ſpouſe ; and they are very-like 
e another , fr ſhee alſoc is all amiable, 
ene , a beginner, ; a prote&tour, andan || 
ocate of yirgins ; and ſhee highly reioyces |) . 
there is virginity.vpon earth; for that is 
flower which ſheplanted, There want not || 
jes to giue attendance at this marriage, for | 
Angells are ſeruants to the king of heauen; | 
[ready for all that ; which the ſpouſe ſhall 
. Neither yer is there want of children || ' 
ich the world is wont to defire foe muchy | 
they come without throyes of trauaile, | 
Iwicthour paine in bringing vp,and without |, 
threife deb rowes , when cither they] 
mot well, or fn too ſoone; | 

The children of this marriage are govd 
tkes ; which be rightly called'a man's or 
an's fruite, What comfort will he feele, || 
en for the loue of Chriſt our Lord ;hecon- 
es a good purpoſe, to giue an almes , or 
eſuch other chingz and whenafterward he 
[put it in execution, what pleaſure will he}] 

eby the birth thereof 2 Theft children giue 
gealc, and honour to their mother, This 
ale hath noc neede of a dowry, for the 
dren which ſhee brings; will bring it; and 
toe richly, as wherewith ſhe may gaine, 
purehaſc heatien it ſelfe. And they make}; 
Emother liue in ſoe perfect caſe , that I't 
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\ give you my word ,'that when you comp 
your ſelfe to fleepe at night , you ſhall fi 
your ſclfe in greater peace, and reſt, then ify 
| were Myſtres of the whole earth , and whal® 
{oeuer can be defired therein, -y« 
-  Andrellmenow what can be chough off 09 
in this wotld-,"'which may arriue or cuen'; 
proachro the leaſt of theſe aduantages? Fi 
there be any little paltry pleaſure heere, ug 
very of ſuch. pteaſure carryes with 'it 

yſe of more then a hundred howadfit 

of Eno em! paine, And-'if hcere there be it 
| deaſlireernhou 2k it will at laſt haue 
'erid;;and cither the ſpouſe will dye beforelk 


fallow ſpouſe, or els he before her , and ſos 
|| proues-paine, And belides the death of 


(dretx ,-it is a greife to-a- mother to part fr 
them, euen ypon other occaſions, in ſuch [ 
as that they enioy not one another. L 
But: rejoyce O virgin 1n Chriſto 
\Lord; Foxiyour pauſe {hall neuer dye; 4 
when you. dye you Will be hemmed in by:yo 
children, which are thoſe good workes li 
you have wrought; and they will'nor pur y 
to paine- by your-leauing them, for they | 
with you, into the other world; and they'll 
company you cuenito the.yery chrone of C = 
and By wull plentifully repay all the Jave 
and charge, which you haue beene at 
them, and the mh ſhall be made happy T1 
the loue of the children, More ouer' 
makes noe diuorce in this caſe, but rake 
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e ſpouſe , and her fellow ſpouſe together. 
ad he ſhall deliver vs, for heis the Lord of 
eand death, And noe deuill ſhall preſumeto 
ale her away, whome God hath taken vn- | 
Fer the protection of his fauour ; and hath ho- 
reffipoured with the name of his ſpouſe, Then 
will che Angells come and ſerue, and preſent | 
er before Almighty God, ſinging praylſes to. 
im, and powring forth benediCti6s vpon her, 
ad ſaying to her after this manner. Come O 
ſe of Chriſt , receiue that crowne which 3s pre 
red for thee by eur Lord. The virgin mother 
ul not then abſent herſelfe, being accompa- 
d with a world of other virgins , who haue 
dnein this world that which you aredoeing 
w, and are farre from repenting themſclues 
reof, In fine you ſhall goe out of this world, 
company of your Peeres, where our Lord } 
th already prepared thart celeſtiall bedd of 
ate for yow, that you may eternally be full, 
(d rich, and royally prouided for, in the houſe 
d preſence of our Lord God , contempla- 
ng that infinite beauty of his, from one mo- 
ent tof another , one hower whereof is ſo, 
gh a reward, that by way of recompence it 
re exceedes the proportion of what you 
er , yea and all thoſe afflitions which all 
he men of the whole world did euer ſuiter, 
ſn tyme paſt , or can cuer ſuffer, in tyme to 
ome, A 
There ſhall you poſlefle all good , and 
ere ſhall you haue oÞbtayned all that , for 
o” N3z 
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| which you were created , and you ſhall þ 

| | foe very fullof God, as that it cannot bee 

| prefied nor ſoe much as thought, For then 
thallyou finde the whole boſome of your fow 
le, euen to regorge with ioy, like one wha *: 
' were ingulfed into a whole ſea of vnſpeaken | 
| ble ſweetenes, whereby he were enuironedon(ll” 
all ſides. Then ſhall you ſee. andexclayme, will 
enioy, and poſleſle the Lord of all thing 9s, and 
ſay , whome L haue loued I hawe obreyned ; ; 
whome I bave ſeught | hane found ; and hee I | 
whome 1 left the world i is growen my pay , and m 
reward , and bim will 1 praiſe , and loge , through| 
the eternitie of all eternityes. Amen, , 


EPISTLES. | Ep-24. 199 | 


P. 
wr 
>» 


ial | 


WA Letter written to 4 denout perſon 
" Where IT, treated of Humility and | 


all” Pride, and of the perfettion of the 
alle. loue of God. 


OD giue you Sir a good: Lent, and that 
&I oc you may extcriourly take aſhes, inthe 
begining of this holy tyme, that the vertue of 
ſholy bumility , which is fignifyed thereby , may 
ever haue a reſting place in your ſoule, For to 
whome our Lord giues true knowledge , and. 
weife for what he was, at that tyme when he 
went eſtraunged from God , him hath he deli- 
tered from the daungerous blindenes of pride, 
andhim doth he make capable of all thoſ: ſpi-" 
Jaruall bleſſings which it may concerne him to 
Jlave, The holy Scripture ſaith, The begming of |. 
$4 miſcherſe is pride , and be whoe is poſſeſſed by it 
WY [9-ll be poſſeſſed by all manner of malediftions, that} 
i of vices, For as kings are not wontto goe a- 
© fone, ſoc is Pride accompanyed with many fin- 
Fjes. And foe alſoe on the orher fide , humility 
1s neuer alone, finceaccording to Saint lames, 
God gives bis grace to ſuch 15 are bumble, which 
Sorace is the Mother of all vertue, 
The proud man ſcekes after honour , and 
lids himſelfe When be is contemned but the |. 
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perſon who is humble, is out of countenangg! 
when hee1s well reared , and is glad when hg 
is deſpiſed , becauſe he findes thar Juſtice iy 
done thereby, which Iuſtice he loues, asa pets 
ſon whoe is truly Juſt. The proud man is eue 
in want of ſomewhat, becauſe how much ſod 
uer he hauceither of his owne, or by the guity 
of others , he ſtill *conceiues himſelſe to Ee 
worthy of more; but thehdble man is alwayes 
in aboundance,, yea and in ſuperfluity , for hy 
acknowledges bimſclfe to be vaw orthy, c 
of the very earth whereof he treades, yea, a 
he eſtecemes hell it ſelfe , to be a puniſhmeng| 
which comes ſhort of kits finnes. The proud| 
man cannot endure nor liue with any body 
noe nor euen with himfeltc, in peace. But tht 
| humble man canliue with all the world , for 
he abaſes himfcife to all, he endures all , cltes- 
ming them for his betters, in his very hart; ; To] 
the proud maa it ſceines an voſupporrab ! 
*| 
'| 


thing to obey the will of others, whether it b 
of God or man; but the man whoe i is humble 
ſubmitts and diminiſhes himſelfe , and foes 
enabled to goc in , by the ſtraite gate of doein 
the will of orhers, whetheri it be of theCreatouf 
or of the creatures. 

Great are the bleſſings which comes to, vs} 
in theſe aſhes of humility, and men,mult Is Jt 16 
heede, that they be not found withour it, vin 
leſle they meane to be without God, For | S, N18 
Augnſtmne ſaith, How bigh art thos O Lord, and yil 
the 19umble of "oh are the ' #3 wherein hes cl 


P " 


Wartes it to ſuch as dig g decpeiy in their 


!l || 
{4 
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| of whome God ſaith » T how art become as the fare 
ny 4 Drumper , nor wouldfl then blash. For what 
ing is there more deformed then the impu- 


g voice of my Wordes > This bemnility', which 


etious Iewell wont to, bee founde, And 
| bough our {innes , we haue ſoe much matter 


pon himſclfe, there is none, who may not be 


tes once caſt vp his'eyes to God or his crea- 


we him not with our whole vnderſtanding, 
| a log. his truth with ehar firme conſtancy 


EPISTLES:. Ep.z6 24. 


— n 


ZCI 


L £4 ! And the holy Scripture ſaith, per 
ewull 1 looke ? or vpon Whome Shall ary ſpirit 
C pon the perſon who feares , and trembles at 


ccsa man thinke baſely of himſelfe,i ts farrc 
bm being abaſe thing, nor 15 it, a francs which 
owes onecarth, hack in heauen it is, and God | 


wne dunge , raking vp Pe ruminating vpon 
cir Rees nd frailties, with great duigence: 
amonglt thoſe pouerties and miſeries is this 


 worke vpon , by way of examining, and 

vayling the lame. that, vnleſle it be fore 

in who will abſcnt his eyes from looking 

reto findg cauſe, and cauſe enough, not onely 
e humbled, bur cuen coaforadhd, 

© Woc be to og] if we be found to be of them, 


at boldnes of ſucha perſon, as hath ſo much 
on to be full of ſhame > And whois he that 
s, if he conſider well, how he hath offen- | 

A him, & made himſelfe vnworthy of them? 
no 15 LY amongſt-ys, who failes not inthe 
erfect loue which he owes to God ? {ince wee 
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- which is fiet ; andenterteyning thoſe conſida 
tions, thoſe rhoughrs, and purpoſes, by meat 
whereof, we might doe him more faithfull ſe 
nice} who is he who loues him with his whal 
hart, not giuing any parte thereof to others, ye 
or to himlelfe , but onely in God and for God 
and who renouncing all proper intereſt , hat 
proceeded to loue God, for God himſelfe ? 
he who shall conftder, how little he hath mor: 
tified his paſſions , and whar a ſtiffe warre hi 
makes againit the kingdome of the lone of Gadz 
will cafly diſcerne that he loues not God with 
all his foule ? And our Lord commaunding s 
alſoe to loue him with all our ſtrength, we are 
yet content to doe it, with ſuch a deale of rep 
dirty, as wee may well defire him ta pardon, For 
"the ſtrength which wee employ 'vpon complying 


with the Joue of out (elues , and appetites being 


ſoe aliue in vs , makes vs mightily faile in the 
diligence which” we owe to the ſeruice of GodyF 
and to the feruour of our loue of him, S, AugueF 
ſtine ſaith, that the encreaſe of Charitic in vs,is 
the decreaſe of onr owne appetites and deſires) 
and then will our charity be perfe&, when there 
Shall benoe ſuch deſires in vs at all, Now by the} 

name of ſuch aefires, he vnderſtands that inors 
* | dinateſelfe loue which euery one beares to hims 

' | ſelfe= And becauſe amongſt all them who dels 

ced of Adam, there is noe one, (excepting onth 
leſws Chritt our Lotd, and his moſt ſacred Ms 
| ther ) who hath not found in hiimſelfe , ſom 
|  -! exceſſeof this ſelfe loue; therefore is thereno 
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nd inthe loue of God, For when the loue of 

le is wholly alive in mee, theloue of God 

ad ; and then is a man in ſtate of Morrall. 
ie, And when theloue of God Jiues and rai: 
$ in mee ( it vertue of which loue I fully, 


poſe not tooffend God mortally) then am 1 | 


gte of grace, though I may faile ſomewhat, 
hat perte& loue of God, becauſe ſtill I com- 
in ſomewhat with the loue eicher of my ſelfe 
of creatures. And from this want of diuine 
e, doth grow our faultines in our other wor- 
; F; that is the life. of them. From hence 


proceede the faultes we make in the loye| 
gyr neighbours , by our not hauing compat- 
of their miſeryes; nor takipg toy in their 


ings, as concerning perſons who arc very 
thely ioyned to God, and adopted in the | 
tament of Baptiſte for his children. And we 
 faile in our workes towards them, becauſe 
tile in our loue to him who ſaid, That which 
have done to any of my little ones , you have done 
Now from the defeR of theſe two Loues, of 
d,and of our neighbour (which are the roo- 
of our good workes.) many other imperfec- 
bs grow into thoſe very workes which we 
e, though ſometymes ſuch workes themſcl- 
.are-not linnes , nay being performed in the 
of grace, they are meritorious of eternall. 
But of ſuch as theſe if we meaneroline in 


way of humility and truth | wee are to giue 


- 
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w, who hath not fayled ſomewhat of per- | 
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the glory to God , and to yeild him hun 
thankes, who holpe vs to embrace that wh 
was good with our free will, and ordeymi 
that it ſhould be meritorious , by that Gy 
which through his mercy, he beſtowed yp6z 
Now wee mult not, ypon this reaſon, fa 
beare to lifte out thoſe faultes with care, whidh 
we comitt totheſe actions of ours ; bur it isz 
much more ſecure practiſe , to conſider yey 
particularly , rhat which is faulty in vs, then 
| that which may goe for a point of vertue, Anf 
be well aflured , that how much ſocuer you 
{hall conſ{ider,and fifte, yer ſtiilthere will mudlt 
lye hidden fromyou, in regard whereof yal 
ſhall haue reaſon enough to ſay , with deeps 
ſighing to our Lord, © clenſe me frow my biddas 
ſiunes. | 
Hence comes it , that wee loue not'out 
neighbours, in ſuchſorte, as God would haut 
vs, or at leaſt, not ſo much as hee would hai 
vs. Hence comes it , that wee tollerate nd 
their, impertections, nor fly from giuing the 
diſguſts. And in fine from hence grow all chal 
other faultes , which defile our ſoules like filw 
which is euerdropping as from a ſore, Our 
nes are greater then any thought of mani 
able to vaderſtand , and onely he who creat 
our hart and cleerely penetrates to the botto 
of it, is able to comprehend what our{ 
= is. And many tymes doth that diſcouer iti 
| Þþ to befilthy before his iudgment, which ſeem 
| | in the fight of ours, to be very perfect. 
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eas lobhath ſhowed vs the waywe muſt fea- 
all our workes , how good ſocuer they may 
tmeto vs, and we mult not take pleaſure in 
wrſclues by reaſon of them, nor delight" our 
les therein, cuen in the moſt ſecret part of 
ur hartes. For he onely is pleaſing to God, 
ſho is diſpleaſing to himſelfe ;he onely is Iuſt |_ 
Ithe ſight of God whoe knowes that grace 
Tuſtice proceedes fromthe mercy of God. 
tere is nota thing, from which God+is more 
ed, then a hart which carryes liking to it 
Ife. For Godin ſuch a one findes noe veſlell 
bpty , into which he may powre the riches of 
mercy, and ſoe ſuch a hart remaines with 
enaturall pouerty, wherewith, and wherein 
Mall {till cotinue, becauſeit would not abaſe 
Idempty it ſelfe, that ſoe the waters of Grace | 
pat runnc into it, and ſoe it might live con- 
ated in God, and might bring forth fruite, as 
garden would doe, wherein there were abun- 
Ince of water, | 
All our good comes from God; & he whoe 
fines that of himſelf he is able cuen to moue 
g0guc towards the ſaying ſoe much as} 
Gleſus , that perſon makes himſelfe God. 
te he attributes that co! himſelfe which 
tely belongs to God. And God giues himſelfe 
ypon condition that we'muſt acknow- 
E this truth : That in him, & of him,comes 
ur good, and not from our ſelues. Andthe 
>od we haue ;the greaterdebters of his 
are, and ſoe much more we haue, whe- 
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reof to accule our ſelues, as not correſpond 
to greater fauours by greater ſeruices ; and} 
greater benefits by greater acknowledgment 
He w ho is taught by the diuine truth, attriby 
res nothing to himſelfe ; but Not being and fiy 
nn For if wee remone all that which Ga 
gaue vs when he created vs; and which enety 
day hc conſerues in vs ; wee ſhall not find 
any being 1n ys ;þut onely a nothing, and tha 
to nothing. we ſhould returne , as of nothin 
| we arc.made; And taking alſoe away the is 
\uour of God which through Teſus Chrift 
communicated ys-, what ſhould become 6 
the greateſt Saint on earth , but that whiay 
became of Peerer , when he denycd his Lord} 
and of Pauie who perfecuted him , that half 
redeemed him ; and that whieh euery ond 
findes by experience ; that himſelfe was, bes 
fore our Lord carryed his hand ouer him , ti 
King from him his old hart , and giving him 
new one in place thereof, 'M 
| Juſtification is nothing elſe , butga 
ſurretion of the ſoule which was dead” 
ſhane. , and now lives by tlie ſpiritt of 1 
life , which God infuſed: into it ; by fi 
dearh of his blefled ſonne. And as li 
body fhould bee both madd and foolill 
which would attribute life and motion te 
ſelfe, and not to the ſoule which dwells 
'it., and gives it life ; ſoe 1s that ſoule: ded 
| blinde , which eſtecmes /thar the life of gt 
| | workes, which ſhe findes her felfe ' ro'G 
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- proceede from her ſelfe , and not from 
tpiric of that life, which was infuſed into 
Þy Almighty God, And ſometymes God 
wihes ſuch ſoules as theſe, by taking away | 
t which formerly hee had giuen them, to | 
yend, that obſeruing that they can neither 
. nor heare , nor taſte , nor in fine ; doe| 
twhich formerly they did, it may be plaine 
them that it was ſome other , who impar- 
| that life which was in them; and thatthey 
{but receiue it ; & that the ſoule is noe other 
ng without the grace of Ieſws Chr:ft, thenthe 
dy.is when the ſoule departs from theſame. 
And therefore my freind, be ſhre that thou 
noc other thing in thy felfe, but faultes, and 
wow, that thou haſt nothing elſe of thine 
ane. If our Lord diſcomfors thee , contider 
w weake and poore thou groweſt, and with 
v little conformity thou receiueſt thar, 
lich thou doeſt ſoe well deferue. If he com- 
tt thee , contider with how little humility 
bu _recciuelt ir , it being reaſon thar thou | 
puldſt ſoe much che moreabaſe thy ſelfe, as 
d honours thee ; and that by ſoe much more 
buſhouldſt be confounded with ſhame, as 
wceſt,thatGod treates thee, as though thou 
it good , when indeede thou art not ſoe. 
oufider how little profit thou makelt of the | 
prations, and inward ſpeeches of our Lord; 
L how often our Lord faith ſomewhat to 
e,and how ſoone thou forgerteft ropur it 
xecution ; it being reaſon , that every 
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word of his, ſhould laſt with thee all theids 
of thy life; without any ncede of repeating 
How: often doeth our Lord infuſe-preti 
liquor into thee, and-thou, hauing'a bark 
full of holes, doeſt' ſuffer thar to bee { 
which-in reaſon, thou ſhouldeſt keepe. a bo 
tyme 2 Agd though'it would 'be"fitt' $4 
how much mote-God comforts thee,foe mil 
more-thou ſhouldſt forgert and- negle& 1 
comforts of this world; and ſoe much m 
vaite-and ſhure” vp thy ſoule, ro'the endy 
thou mightel} againe and-againe* recent 
into it , it happens Tometymes , that. by 
| comfort, which he giues vs, wee are made nj 
{ giddy, through our owne lightnes , and} 
ſcatrerand powre out our hatts more theli 
fore, What ſhall wee ſay of our” frailetes # 
that every thirig being well examined, 
| finde jthat wee doe nothing right ;and'toa 
were much reaſon, that we ſhould rather 
confounded, by conſidering how*faultilylt 
performed , then thar once it ſhould pale 
che leaſt parte of our thoughts, that wel 
done any thing which were worth-the” It 
| King on. 4 oo 
It is certaine; that if a Page ferue#K 
| and that he make him not due reuerence, ti 
vn! pwn him, If he anſweare not , or def 
| not {ootie-entough;, or giue not a-quicks: 
| count' of any meflage , they wilt alloc pul 
him. Ardin fine they whome we ſeruc are 
contented, though we doe whar they bids 
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s ſuch-g xeworenct to 
ag fer2 white is:that adoration of | 
| aptebeafible Majefty;,a0d ſuch « 
| id inceruall ke I of trembling , as they 
heauc a; of wikiwne iv.is Gidin the boly 
4 the Powers rewble + Where is that 
WO Nees eas oh 
ear 4m Gare yr Pew cage | 
H what things we; 
bob diſcouers vstb thevery baton | 
| that focexat abaliegeE; as that we 
'NO 2r needs tohaue t t COM: 
f gr x7 ag enke-are ym | 
Fe Sought toſtrue ſuch a thing as Gods] 
is the gratitnde which is duefor fot in+: 
ad: He voſpeakeable benefits? | 
{ iy where is thac ſeruice-bork- of body'| 
which iedecrued by ſoe high alord, 
varcat a God? | 
ainely het who hath eyes 1oſee , will | 
iſcoutr iri himſcife any thing els , but | 
y of miſeries and faylces. And] 
o the eyening hee. acequnt. of 
| he hae doo h beerie all} / 
5 hefindes panting 4 _ which” 
matted, in caking,and 
{; ted he findes ho 
all} on doe, by nothauing 
ztbankfull co Go and by not 
re 4372 ey 
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hauing loued and not bauing ſupported 
- | weakenes of his neiphbour as be ought roHi 
done ,” beſides innumerable other 'rhij 
which he' ſhould /haue performed , and 
omitted, And if with the fauour of our Lg 
he have done any thing which was good! 
findes rhat hee ſpotted ir with pride, or vi 
glory, ortepidity, or with not anſwering 6 
as he was boutid todoe, or with two thoul 
other faulees which 'God makes him kt 
aud with twothouſand orhers w hich yeth 
not able to diſcerne, bur yer he beleiuest 
[there they, are3-andfor foe wicked dorhi 
1 cſtecme himfcite, as that the leaſt parte off 
\{innes he boldsto be that, which he difcoy 
For as he knowes that God is more good, 
'he is able to conceiue, ſoc alfoe dorh be by 
ue; that himſelfe is more wicked then he 
arriue-to yndetſtand; And though” Gol 
'himfauours;yert doth he nor attributeto hi 
ſelfe any parte thereof, but onely the fail 
which he committed, in not anſwearing 
profiting thereby,as he ſhould haue done, / ® 
And this is to walkeaccording to truth} 
uing that to God which is hisz That isrof 
all manner ofgood, without the leaſt mitt 
of any ill. And#by this conſideration be 
roored well in the bowels of a man's barr(! 
truth which were dcliuered by the very m 
.| of God Ya man riſes, from leaning yponi 
ſelfe; as from ſome broken reede; and he! 
| goes leaning: vypon him , who" yphoul 
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s. He behoulds himſelfe ;-afid hee-ſees: | 
-but that' which tsto belametited; and | 

"hit ulds God ; - ir whoſe oodnes he conk- F 
L ithourany feate be forſaken; And for 


ich 4s God is ſoe fa chfull, as that be neuer || 
$& ther whoe got 6 him, and for that- he | 
tg eat care'of them; as that infinitely | ' 
ſer, there will bewant of waterin the Sea, | - 
bf light intheſunne,then of mevty inthim; 
fore dot they runne, and fly, becauſe God 
them, and they: falle not ; becauſe he 
| & them , and they wander not, becauſe 
\ C 3them, and rhiey ſhall notbe condem- [1 
cauſe our Lord | gines his kingdome to] 

a become like litdle children. \* ©» 
'therefore' ſure; miy freitid ; this thou | | 


bet god thy ſelfe'ri : Lincs out 'Evrd' dorh 


ach expe it of thee, And of dl that 
pal es it! thee lay the loty dtide for 
X dekoth hne ad di ah to thy | : 
SOFk ok citg abſt topro- 
I NN thit Lotd who 
5h noe meanivg, Laſſu- 
£, to Hands inthe middeſtrhereof, bur 
7 thee on , to entoy: the ſociety of his | 
$ in heaven. There 'Joeth he intend to } 
e extriordiniaty honour ; and therefore* 
re rfot rhon to be honoured heere, For* 
Staken by the ſer'of ſych an exceller feaſt 
t, It.is vrterly againſt all reaſongrhar thou 
plurt thy 1 e, with the baſenes of any 
hich ttiiswatldaſforrdes, Fo therel 4 
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haunge .whic 

themto be wreaced like 

'rable perſons, wha lc Wt 

ſotced themelucs. , vpon-: 

and Oegor the 5x." ah the pn 
concerning the future, thou wikk Kel: 
|to our Lard, in that thay, being ance 6 
['ued \ he vouch(afed to. yadeceiue thee , 3 
whileſt chog.werr caſting thine eyes dou 
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| en 5 utes any' of diuine promiſes, 
ev *to place thee roo cn Way . wherein | 


maieſt hope, that heewill belpe thee how. 
well, ndafterwards to dye well. And: 
Fen ideeel 4 eds; he will'conda@ | 
# to the land of the lining; which isthe cleere| 
ion of theface of ch Where thou ſhall 
6 Tor great h , thar ir belongs td 
Ialone to'know nfeely ,asto hith alo- | 
Hongs both to ea. and eo bewd- 
eve it, Andrhis willour Lord doe, not | 
lake , bat for his owne, becauſe hee is | 
and Mis merey- endures for ever. To 
, forall ;arid of afl, and ina@, be glory 


0 p praiſe forallexernicies of eternities. 
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"A Letter of the WR kg. {0 4 perſen , wa 
exhorres to bee gratefull. and carefull to el | 
ſerue the gmt of the Grace of God, pjnctl 
he"was in ſame feare , that 4he partie... 
Was retarning 70 ſane, Nay" y] . 
'[ Remember you often; and the loueTbea 
you, makes me neuer thinke of you withgi 
oe feare and trembling. at my hart, conlidg 
ring the many dagers , wherein your ſoule ma 
be,for which ourLord-hathdone ſo much;x 
; if he were {ti{l.jn caſe to be: weary , withow 
doubt he would now be very weary. Burl 
aha 301 ry, oncefor all; when he 7: 
on him; and fromphoſe weary 
| neſles of -ah/ ar reſult thar care, which now} 
{ without any wearineſle ar all, he rakes of ſuc y 
| a he is drawing to himſelfe. "of 
| * O Sir,how much reaſon haue you , tob | 
1 gratefull for the good which you haue rc th 
4 ued; andcarefull, at theleaſt, rokeepe it; an 


| fearcfu , leaſt it out of your hids] 
1 And ayd uſt Gon Cl t _ Decal 
'| he, whocan make copicure, that he bake 
| cciued the guift of luſtification, —__ 
| bimſelf ike eadiligent negociatour; th 
|-fine talents he may gayne other five, Im 

| that good, which God beganie i in nr 
_ :\ and exting, cucry day, new arte in heaul 


ma 


the gate is open, for our getting more,and | 
tin cucry minute of our life, 
It is molt certaine, that if we ſhould tell a 
b, that there wereavery long way, in the 
pes whereof there weregrear felicity to be 
ayned, yeaatid that, forthe making of one” 
ple pace, they would giue him the worth of | 
hole Kingdome ; and that -rhough a man |. 
uld goe all his life time, inthart way, they | 
ld neucrdepriuc him, of his rewarde, but 
till it ſhould holde on, after the rate, of 
felt pace, which he had male ; I doe nor 
that in the. whole world there is any 
worldly man, who in this caſe, would nor 
ſo great a walker, as that he would hardly 
mer perſwaded to fitt ſtill. Now, if coue- 
lneſle of viſible things beable to worke fo 
ae effects; what will it be fitr, that the loue 
that, which is inuiſible and eternall, ſhould 
e in ourſoules, but a vigilant care, to be 
walking on, inthe way of God, withreſo- 
pns as lively, and more, then'they were, 
ich we cntertayncd the firſt day, when we 
fed into his ſcruice, - | 
E Whois he, that can beſo abſurdly incon+ 
rate,as not to holde himſelfe a deepe debter 
Almighty God , for che many guifts, which 
Bath recciued from him , in recompence 
| | 
IT may ſay ) of ſo many finnes of ours , as 
the will not ſerueſo benigne a Lord, with 
lligence? who is he, that c6(idering when-; 
ar Lord hath drawen him , will nor reſolue!. 
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: |ro.bedailyfurther and furcher of from hel 
fromthe inipicty of fnne> He ſeemes not 
haue-bene ſorriefox his offence, who: procy 
not with diligence" ro be farre from the} 
| Hedoth not ſufficiently chanke our Lord! 
this guift', whohath layde afide the men 
|rhereof,, & with whome it decayes with tit 

noeſtirring himſelf vp, togiue new thats 
| and-to preſente new cruices, knowing Nd 
| and more thereof, euery day,asa perſon, w 
| harhreceiued encreaſe of light: This is ſogn 
| sfauour, that Dauid calles it the Bened»Gouj 
ſweereneſje.And it is great reaſon, that we (hl 
| (row Atrong wich that ney grace , whiche 
Lord gaug vs,and not content ourſeluesff 
with being little ones. Lek 


'? F 


'] fayd, that at leaſt we muſt be carefull in 
continuante and conſeruation of this gift ; "beca 
{] according to good reaſonwe ſhould be encrea 
| ſers thereof daily more and more. And'fra 
| hence it grewes, that when Ice, that cthel 
| of yourſoul is ſert-vpon by fo many wind 


{and when I conſider your weakenefſe.int 
| midſt of fo many, w ſo great,and ſo Tubl 
| £nemyes, I finde.myſelfe to be all trembli 
| ouer you,as any mother would be over i 
ſonne; who aduentures nor t6 reivyce fot 
| good ſhe fees himenioy , through the feare Vl 
| bath, chat he may chance tolodſc it. 2 
. Tellme, good Sir, how is it with you? arcy6 
| ſtiton foote in the preſence of your God? 
you live, in+hepreſence of tree life 2 isG 
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ed inyour hart? is thereanynion of loue | 
weene God. and your foule 2 Oris therenor | 
tbaps , ſome litle drynefle or diſagreement 


wen betweene'you, which your much care 
this world-, and your little care _to'pleaſe 
wr Lord , may bauecauſed 2 [| feare wth 9009 
babſweare, which you may chatice to: giue; | 
yet I cannot content my ſelfe to. be with- 
@ hearing it, If you giue me good newes, 
Houſe will reioyceinour Lord, and I will 
ehimthbankes for having conſerued , what 
thach-gayngd. But if you rellme otherwiſe, 1 
iſt be exrremely ſorry ; and yer ſtill howſoe- 
x, I muſt needes know it, For I will notre- 
live without greife, if you be ſubie@ to any 
wituall loſle, or jnconuenience, I hope to 
ye'a parte cf your Crowne; and I ſubmite 
fc to beate a parte of your payne. 
If there' be any thing of this Kinde, rake 
kde you ſuffer not the wound to feſter; and 
keno intricite knorts vpon the ſwathing-: 
bds of your finnes, Make hafte to. breake 
quickly, which is Htyed vp ; for you can! 
leno leatc to divide yourſelf from him; | 
bs fixed himſelf to-thar Croſſe For you with 
tracH nayles.. Say alowdeto all things ; De- 
ft frow me; for neither am Lyonrs, neither owoht I 
bmch mine owne. Lett the thing be what 
fill, lerthe perſon bewho it will, andiet the 
qeft'be as great as ircan be; no other can 
e Titte or jiftice to-carry you away. , but 
ly Telus Chrift who created you, and tooke 
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| you for his Jonne; and after you had bee 
 vrodigall admirred of you againe,and hotiouy 
| you, andgaue you anew garment, znd aſs 

| cmbracement. of peace; and Keepes a ſtate 
great repoſe prepared for youin heauen;, 

| will Keepe his commaundements. W 
| That man, namely your ſelfe, belongs 
' this Lord of ours, Though euery man inf 
| world, ſhould putr in his claymefor you; tl 
is none, who hath ſodearely bought youash 
| to whome youalſo belong by another title,Þ 
| whatis it for God to dye for vs, but to reply 
chaſe that, at an extreamerate, which was 
ready his, by the benefict of Creation , a 14 
dra v ys out of hell, and againe to admitr y 

| his freindſhipp 2 what is this, but to multip 
diuerſe Tirles ro the ſame thing 2 and: the e 
very great, that euery one of them, hathreal 
. enouph, ro carry the whole man after it,0n 
ſon of the ſonnes of Adam what is that , whid 
you doe, when ſomewhar elfe preuailes' 
your hart againſt Icſus Chriſt > how. are jt 
able to ſay Noto him, whome youare ſo ball 
t9 ſerye, though it wete with the lofſe of yo 
lives? Shall any ſmall title, which any thi 
may make towards you, be able to carty i 
away, and ſoblinde you, as tomake you fo 
gett ſo many and ſo great benediCtions ,a$* 
Lord1ayes vp.in heaucn for you? Lertthe wal 
departe,cuen now, from our harts;ligce its 
ſoone to departefrom our eyes ? And whe 
 ſhallſee any thingrherein, which flouriſhes 
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rt vader. ground , and treade 'ypon it 
ir the {cpulcher, F or by the colderation 
of. we {hall obxaine a true relation of ir, 
h 200g as, will deliuer vs from it, and 
w-from the careof all that, which heere is 
t, with ſuch apeltilent.Kindof defire, J 
that better werghes or meaſine can you deli- 
that ſo you-may not be deceiued , nor. be 
ien.totakeonething for another, then to 
pit inſtantly tothe Paſſion and death of 
Chriſt our Lord, who then condemned. 
which the world ctteemed , and to carry it 
go the hower of our ownedeath , which 
ucts vs all naked, ſolitary, and defeated, 
jo be trod vpon by the fegte of our ſeruants. 
you ip particular may dog well,toremem- | 
us point; lince, belides the feare, which | 
loughr to haue of that paſlage, your ſelf: 
another particular reaſon for it ; becauſe | 
thauc a more- particular knowledge of 
L; for lately you wanted not, as a man 
lay, a fingar's breadth of paſſing through 
$OTNIty, 
ike heede, take heede, that you be not de- 
xd by choſe falſg apparances, and by thoſe | 
ed maskegs;for are no;berterthen maf- | 
thich enueagle & deceaueour ſoules. And 
1 ke theſe ſhadowes ſo well,raiſe vp your | 


xc _ where the Truthes of theſe: 


8 are ; whereof heere there is but (ome 
gelemblance. And ſo you will neither | 
ue any cnuie againſt him, whome you 
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| finde toproſper in warldly things; nei 
will you have any great appetite',"td'p 
that, which-in fine,'you'mult be fory 
leaue.. Do not'entangle:yout ſelfe'with 
eatth , fince God ; hath gfuen y6ir forme: 
hopes, and pledges; that he" meane$ $9) 
you to heauen, 'Atid thoſe are, his moſt 
death, the knowledge;and toue of the Of 
the receauing oftheholy Sacraments; wh 
in the-holy Clanchddere is given a pards 
_ | our finnes;/and the: adoption of the Sonnets 6 
| nd conſequently of heyres. Ler him feel 
ſhadowes, who hath no hope to lay hold 
things of ſubſtance. Let him -reſpe& a 
tyme, who hath had notaſte of ſpiritual 
dictions , which laſt for ener ; And I 
triumph, likea for, in the proſperitics ul 
{ world , who harh not felt in his hart, how 
lightfullathing it is, to ſhed reares for hail 
offended God ; and how happy a man is, itt 
{ lying vpon Chriſt our Lord, and inliuin 

him. And finceour Lord, hath called vs to 
mercy , and hath giuen vs the knowledg 
| his Sonne Chriſt Ie(as; let vs nor live accom 
to the flech ; nor alloweof any counſell agd 
this connſell, That ita thing ſo manifeſt, 
is, that we ought tofeeke , and eſteeme' 
contentment of Chriſt our Lord, deſpiling 
world, and allthat is therein, "there is now 
of taking any man's opinion ; and we mul 
be moued by any vanities of the world; 
| many,and how wſuall, and how well.rect 
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hey may bes The world paſſes with the de- | 
berecf, as'8, Tohn ſaith; but he who will 
will of our Lord , ſhall remaine for 
Whorelyes vpon that which is voſtabte, | 
Ml downe togeather with it; and he,who 
adore an Idol, {ball growe like thar very 
;but he, who loues Chriſt, our Lord (and 
man loues him who hates the world) he 
we. is wiſe, and worthy , aad ſhall be exal- 
@ lict.in. that Kingdome., with the ſame 
Chrilt our Logd, as he firtes ar the righr 
pt his- Fatber,- It-is much more worth,to. 
edcaſt there, rhento be the greateſt heere: 
refore it delight vs to-raigne let vsdefire | 
ef in thateternall king .'I beſeech 


Lord, to beſtawe.it on. you, 
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A Letter of the Author to a denoted relieving Frig 
of bs, who\animates him to ſeeke God by . obedi 
re, & humility, and be teacbeth ; that retallet 
of made, muſt hot be tyed to an nj certaineplacy 

[ Haue recewwed yout 18trer, and chat hl 
I amtoanfweareis this, You muſt knoy 

that theft is not any onefn this life, who'd 

| think ro liue without croubles; & thatto 01 

plaine of them, is roEomphaine ofbeinge 

{ince wewereborne to' bearerhem, And' 

ſceme toyou,thatwhen you were ſhutt vp, 

carried yourſoule more recolteRed; yor 4 

c6iider ot\ rhe other (ide, that Obetizee in 

thoſe things, which diſpleaſe onesſelf, ane 

humility of performing meane offices” is f 

ſmall =? ep tothe ſoule, And beleiue you | 

truth, that the man; whots carefull to recs 

| himſelf, and who puttes his confidece in 3 

doth many tymes fnde bimfelf more recol 

ted in {tteetes , and publigyeplaces, then 

' [werein his Cell: -And th ;who.tye their dc 

tiontoany particular kindof place, doein 

ly tooſe it , when they leauethe place, ye 

many times in that very place, it failes W 

= this growes inregard they are refolu 


aue 1t there, and ftriue not to finde it 10. 
s, andin all thoſe work s, to which tl 
| tend by "theyr Obedrence ; vpon this Vhe 


pon anlt gre 
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our chooling this,or that; Since Obedience | 
Ing ſoe acceptable ro God, that it exccedes | 
tat, which a man may doe ynder the con- 
of hisowne will, how good ſocuer it may 
ie, Father Lews of Granada will paſſe ſhart- | 
y ou, andTI would have youdoe that with | 
It confidence , which he ſhall aduiſe you, | 
Holy Ghoſt be ever with you, 
Fam ſuch an enemy of theſe changings of 
e,& I bould the very deſires therect ſoe fitt 
-ſuſpeRted; as that I am made flow in gi- 
Were to what you write concerning, 
1; till by your prayers we may get more 
to guide vs, For otherwiſe, we ſhall goe 
d as blindefould ; and perhaps you may 
vpon worſe encounters , then they are, | 
h you would auoyd.Ibeſcech you ſollicite 
patter with our Lord; & when I fhall hauc 
ed mine owne hart, I will impart it vnto- 
{In the meane tyme I recemmend to you 
b, that you keepe your ſoule in peace. For | 
pens to ſome,that they borh looſe theyre | 
+. and the good opportunity , which God 
Sthem, by thinking much ypon that other, | 
th they deſire toobtaine ; & ſocthey growe | 
oe, both the one, and theother. | 
Ke you acc6pr, that there js but one day of 
ft, for you ;andthar that day is the mor- 
when you awake, And ſpend you thay, 
were your laſt , with all the care that 
yyouci. And when thedefire of doeing 
trthing occurres, make this anfarens, | 
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Doe 7 nat 5p to morrow ; Nu Prin yg 0 
fag, in in your will, For whey 


man flyes from. the op ortunity , which:: 
hath to breake it, it'is like flying qut of | 
feilde. And becauſe ſuch a one yes Jk Ee; 
coward, and carryes his. weakenes in his con 
any ; therefore when the occalion preſents 
[elf afterward ,-hbe findes , that he'is as fi 
{from ſtrength ; as befort ; the reaſon heets 
ber q Roca he changed his ae” oor Xt; 
giue Nel nos Frepan C5 
o * "he op 
have; andſoe you Th aron wh h 
with you thay ke better; : at. zo 
jour Lord ; Fot otherwiſe they. bb ay. 
yott, that he who-conduds ill thay ub 
hath-already in bis Rates whatendihe 
truſt a greatet mane, is handy 
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2errer of rhe Author ro a denont || 

Lady , animating ber to fight 

" againſt the ' Dexill ,"apd to 
refſft his teniptations. 


f ech our Lord, that'you may find your! 
fas [ deſire; for itwas notfaid in yayne, 


pre 3s: full-of 4 carefull kind-of feare. ButinJy 
I have confidence, that our Lord \{ as he | 


to ys by the Prophet Teremy ) will re- 
that lone wheryyir he epouled himſelf. 


ſe beginnings of his, and will remember | 


he people followed him , without an 
way inthe Deſart ; which was full of w/ 
ntothem, and carryed'a kind' of reſem- 
© of death, God is very thankefull , to 
as ſerue him with lone; and. in the tyme 


r weakenefſes , and when our ſtrength is | 


-ypon the point to faile ,, then doth he 
t backe \-ypon the time when formerly 
thal beene in vigour; and co that amorous | 
ation; which wee had in former time, re- 
bg our miſery ; with the aboundance of 


iercy, Continue therefore with a harte 
courage; and, as $; Paule faith ; doe wot | 


yovr confidence; for there belongs a greatreward | 
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And this is that, which the Deuill would | _. 
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fainc,cithertake away from vs, or weakenin; 
foto pull vsdowne, who pull him downe, a 
much more, you, being a woeman ; by \whg 
| hand he would eſtceme it, more dishonour)} 
be ouercome, As Abimelech ſayd to his ſecant 
doe thou kill mee; that ſoe it may not be ſayd, tha 
a woeman killed mee; for a woeman had 
peece of earth ſtifly downe vpon him from 
fortreſſe, Thus muſt you doe, when the D 
Shall offer you combate, Caſt Chriſt our log 
him;and ſpe breake bis head (for Chriſt ourls 
being man, is called earth ) and oe theeng 
Shalldye. And if notwithſtanding, ic ſeem 
you, thar ſtill he muſt bea liue ; Knowe yet, if 
he remaynes in extreme trouble, and eue 
dead, to fee himſelf oyercome , and to be 
occaſion that youshall gaynecrownes, whe 


he thought that they would haue proued fett 

To whart greater miſery can an cnemy bet 
iect,then to ſee, that he helpes him, to be gue 
{ in thecyes of God.) For if you ſawetherrea 
which you haue gayned,by refiſting che Deu 


\ ſge very often; there is noe doubte, butthd 
would ſufficiently temper the birternes of 
troubles to conſider the beawty and riches 
thoſe crownes. Now ſo many, pretious Itol 
haue you gotten , wherewith to enrich ya 

.crowne , as you haue reliſted , times , ths 
counlailes of the Deuill ; and ſo much bs 
you gained of eternall reſt , as you! haue W 
patience, endured ſeuerall times , the (add 
fliftions , which he hath brought vpon yous 
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therfore weary , ofgetting ſtill new prerious | 
nes, though whileſt chey are throwne at you, | 
by hurt you a little; but then inſtancly afrer, | 
*Mlky are your owne, 
And (ce that you reliſt that, vaprofirable ſad- | 
&, whichis the beginning of many miſchie- 
5 & confiding in our lord, and being 'cheere- | 
in the hope of his loue, creadall ynder foot; 
lerit ſeeme little to you, as S. Bernard faith, 
lafliGion 55 hardly to bee coanted afliftion farone 
owre ; andif it proue any longer I fele it not, 
woh the force of my love. Tread you yponthe 
yon, and vpon the [yon, and let him feare you, 
hot you him. And ſay you to your ſelf, Our 
p <Arwmpayy Ms them "bal I feare? Oar 
[takes care of mee, what then can arrine; which 
ffhE mee? Our lord gouernes mee, and I am ſafe. 
Mord ſerues bimſelf of mee , and 1 aspire to 
ber bappines , how much Gower it m4y coſt mee, 
hus, the Deuill finding youfull of courage, 
% yell armed; shall nor bee able copull you 
Ine, bur rather feare, ſoe much as toafſaulr 
"Our lord, who called you, conſerue you, 
make you ſuch, as I beſcech him char you | 
vec, Amen, | 


SPIRITVALL Ep. 


bi freind. 
| T* HE newes of this, meſſenger , \ 
paper, and full of my ordinary indif politions 


'b ch our lord , who is omnipotent, tot 
you that by hiniſelfe , which he was to y 


abiliry todoe it, nor haue I indeede any of 
| unity. The coplaintes 1 you make eel 
ſelfe, yponthe opinion which you had of ji your 
| owne -prudence , arc iuſt, You muſt admiy 
them, & doe chem tuſtice; cuer eſteeming tl 


eucry pace it makes, that ſoc you may yl & 


tions , toknow them-, isto ouercome the 
| Makethar very account with your ſelfe,wh 
was made by that Monke, in this namer; ; La 
not to indge any , but to by iudged by all, Say 
to your ſelfe; ; I came not to bane zeale of others b 
my ſelfe. God places not me in the office of a 4 
but in the duty of being ewided. And who is 
maddly i impertinent , as that hee will th th 


Tt che beanenl enly fa _ Shall be rooted vp. 
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opinion for a crafty exemye, and countit I; 


to hit right, in that, where God puttes 
not; fince cuery plantation which is not mal 
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parting, takes me by night, and wirhe 2 


rould you by my penne; lincein me there1 os 


ſtand thedeceites thereof) For in theſetem pts 


w— | mag we — 
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But now, it by Obedzence you be commaun.y | 
led codeliuer your minde, firtt begg youlighx 
ourlord, and then declare it; but not with- 
ur feare, and as a thing which you doe but 
Moffer , to the end rhat ir may be examined'by 
*Forkers, And you are not to shoot itqut, wi 
'Bifch 2 kind of reſolution, andauctority, asif it 
wſt needes be approued,and executed; becau- 
forſooth you thought it fitt, Noe nor that it 
ught to haue any force attall/, ypon thar rea- 
dn ; bur onely, that things may ſoe be done, | 
others may take to be moſt couenient; whe- 
x they approue-ot diſallow your opinion. 
id you muſt conceiue; that by doeing thus, 
bu comply with the duty of your Obedrenct, 
pd chat you haue nothing more todoe inthat 
ines, ; OE 12 this 
6 They , who either be: endwedwirh: li q 
om heauen, or haucelſe beene taughrrtoſee, 
y the many falles, which they haue taken 
pe noe lefle feare, euen ſome good defires of 
articular thinges, then the executing of ſome 
fires, which are not good, Yea, andin ſome 
te , they apprehendthem more becauſe of 
erwo , it je biederts vnderſtand and mailſtet 
edeceipr, which lurkes in them.” Now this 
we. takes order that they runne-notiinftantly 
dventertaine chem , but to keepe their ſtand; 
ommendingrthardelire of theirs ro.our lod, | 
ad asking councell of bim. This feare is the 
inning of wiſedome, andit is alſoe the end 
ereof, Itis hard to declare this pointe by let- 
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| ter bur for him who hath a ſuperjour, whon ; 

| be obeyts, it is eafily declared , by putting the 

caſc, and following his counſell, 1 

When you shall be come co know, th 

duch a buſines. concernes the ſeruice of God} 

and that it is fitt to bediſpatched yer ſtill et 

tharmuſt be donein ſuch ſorte, as that his Ma 

ielty be not offended , for whole ſeruice l 

bulinesit to be vndertaken- For if the heart | 

thereby filled, with cares and diſtractions, at 

| eſpecially if they come at: wrong tymes , thi 

thing it ſelfe may! well be iuft, but the mani 

of doeing it, wil nor be ſoc. Ie is agood thing, 

| foraman to cary. hirmſelfe like a perſone who! 

| isatthe comaund of another; and not as a guide; 

of the bulines.: Not as if you. were ſome great 

| maiſter , but rather like yon young fellow, 

who were bidden, eyther tocome, or goe when| 

| the care'of any particular $hall pyr ir ſelfe vale 

£ {onablyypon you; ſayto it, to this efte& , Ou 

. | lord commavndes me noathjng , about that matters 

thus time ; For my part, 1 hang nothing to thinke ; l 

will goe into eryour , if #4 be done after wy fa 

a lordsball cnmanrd me to doe it, 1 will da I 

| it, and 1 will both heare, and fpeake. For this pur | 

paſei it is good to ſert.our ſome determinate the 
me, tothinke of theſe thinges , which requite] 

care; that ſae they may not 'come ypon ama] 

introupes, when he were to-he in filence. with} 

God. If they bring avy affliftiop wich them 4 

which much-diſquiet ; we may well conceiw 

| char that is yotthe way F whereinGodws te 
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EPISTLES. Ep.28. 241. 
Wer doe we comply with his word, which ſaith, 
CfGblite ſolicit eſſe , labor enim exercendus , ſollicitu- 
Bi tollends : you muſt not be ouer carefull, for paines 
of be taken but ſollicitude is forbidden ; and for 
etaking of it away , our lord. willes vs to 
Wde in our beauenly Faiber, 
He who hath this confidence , perceiues well, 
the buſines dependes vpon God ;.and that 
| dinine wiſedome , knowes hoy to addreſle 
hn, and therefore a Chriſtian man , is tobe 
ilwaded, that it giues noe aduantage, cuen 
the very buſines it ſelfe , if we fall into any 
quiet kinde of anguish ; or cuento ſuperflui- 
ff thinking of ic , which is thus forbidden, 
tholy ſcripture. Ne affligas temetipſum in confilio 
WW: Doe not affl:& thy ſelfe in thine owne counſell : but 
y chus to your ſelfe , It 55 God who muſt doe it, 
Id not 1. Perhaps onr lord will not bane it remedied 
this meanes» And if be will, yet bus will alſoe. is 
it be done with peace , and with my pirimall 
live, and without my loſſe. And ſoe procure, that 
bur heart may euer goe, in celebration of that, 
riſtien Sabaoth , 'w hereof S. Paul {peaketh; 
d'thea we may ſay to our lord, Deſcend thou 
llomy heart , for #115 all free for thee : angdit hath ue+ 
we which may diſtratt me _from-bearivg thee, and 
iy feaking to thee. You baue zealon to delite. 
helpeof prayers to this purpoſe ; for-itis ral 
ecalily-obtained. 1 beſcech our. lord, wh 
I you to his/owne ſeruice , continue. you | 
us grace , and carry you afterwardes, with | 
plelte co erervall-reſt, - | 
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A Lener of the Awthour ts a Virgin who lined is\ 

' Recollettion, Of the valew of « joule,and the cart] 

" wherwith it is tobe kept from falling. And that if 
it fall, it muſt bane hope, and fee riſe 424ine, "8 


Know not with what wordes , I maybe} 
able to exprefle the faulrwhich accuſe; me | 
and the puniſhmeng - which I feate.” I looks} 
back ypon the much time'which hath paſſed} 
withoat writing to you, whilſt yet you'wer 
recrommended'ro me; that ſoe by meanes of mp 
care, you mighr'proceede and proffic, in the 
ſeryice of our heanenly king ; fince he w 1 
pleaſed to receaue you for his , through thai! 
word, which 1 preached vnto you. And Ti 
the meane'time;, like an ilt ſeruant of Chiilff 
our Lord, haue beene negligent in negoriatiag} | 
| this bulmefſe which be held to beſoe truly his] 
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t 
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| as that it filled himfull of care, and ſoe fullizas 
| romake him gine his life, for the diſpatch thieg] 
{reof. And notionely haue I linned againſt himyf 
| bur againſt-yowhifoe. To hirhI baue beenea 
1 fernantaftfto-you T haue beene an 111 -Fs 
| ther , fince Thaue not preſerued the Rock 
Tuſtained you With the food of his word z/bik 
| woo made mee his ſteward , to:the end, that 

| thetrue time;;T mighe te ey _—_ f 
'pence ir, to'eucty one, accordingto that wi 
\ ome nr *7 a 
I am much greiued for imy negligence;; 
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comes a guilty perſon ; andI apprehend the 
wilhment of my fault, Not that I feare foe 
ch;lealt our Lord ſhould puniib, or ſcour- 
tor afflict me for it, with vexations, and tor- 
Ins, as that, he may permitt your ſoule to 
TExcciuc ſome diſaduantage thereby, For when a 
mn hath noc knowledge of what belongs to 
Hdren , nor cares:-how he may bring them | 
p; it is bur reaſon,both that be ſee them | 
& and that they may alſoe continue dead in 
$bght; thar ſoc the greife thereof, may bee a 
tment to him, & may keepe thoſe eyes Open, | 
h his careieſnes had ſhure. 
My good liſter, ( for 1 will preſume to ſay, 
It you are mine , becauſe you are the Spos/e 
my Lord)O how happy were he,who might 
bow it is with you; that foe be might 
er Fe delighted in your good, or recciuc the 
ment of ſorrow , for your il» how bappy | 
je he, who might know , if thoſe feruenr | 
res of yours ſtill continue, which walhed ! 
ur ſoulc in the high preſence of your Spuuſe, F. 
Ewhich watered it with deuotion, that ſoc 
ipht giue fruit tothe Lord thereof. Andif 
Wilong watches laſt , wherein you were 
nttorreate in ſecrecy and ſolitude with him, 
lom-your ſoule loues. Refleing vpon tho- 
orrowes, which he endured for loue of you; | 
Ly you, deſiring to endure ſomewhat like 
for the loue of him. AS fs 
{1 beſeech him of hismercy, thatyou may 
thaue loſt that hbly filence of yours , which 
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was diſcourſe with God.; your rich pouerg 
| which gaue you more full ſatisfaction, then; 
' the wealth of this world; That cotempr of ya u 
ſelfe, which gate you price & valew inthefig 
| of our Lord, and that holy change of your lik 
| which caſt them into wonder, who ſaw you, 
praifed God in you. Letit not pleaſe him, th 
| mine eares may euer heare, that the ſcruangj 
| Chriſt , is other then ſhce yſed to bee, Let 
neuercome to palle, that thee ſhould liue wi 
any other,nor regard any other , nor thinke 
any other,thenonely Chriſt our Lord; towh 
me ſhee offered herfelfe. Make noe exchanf 
; whereby,you may bee ſoc decciued; as thath 
| uing taſted of that heauenly guifr,& hauingl 
| yponthe crimes of the table of God;you ſhol 
now afterward, come'to taſt the bitterpes of 
gypt;& thoſe meate which are deuoured byq 
caltof from him.. Who whea heere, they ii 
haue ſatisfied themiſelues with the foode of [wi 
ſhall burne hecreafter, in the c6pany of deal 

Seruant of Ieſus Chriſt, how is it with 
indeed? tel me, how-itis with you. I belg 
Icſus, you bee wel in his 4ght. S. Panle i 
that euen his very life, conliſted in the goad 
his children ; and euen I, though notwitht 
great fire, but with the little, which God g# 
mee,doe yet adu&ure to ſay, that my life. 
liſtes, in that you be well, inthe light of Ge 
I can take noe pleaſure inthis body,if chelp 
of my daughter , be dead; nor ſball delighthy 


any place in me,tilI may Know,that your 5p 
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7 , whome 1 lodged in you, doth ſtillinhad 
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thart.If it be any otherwiſe, it is], yhohaue " 
wtbe fault, & I will performe the p&nange; | 
er ſcerhat you bee not angry with him, | 
& pot my good Siſter, afflict me more then 
dy Lam aftlicted, through mine owns fault, 
& Joug, which I carry to your ſoulke; andif 
ce offended with my negligece, be appea- | 
this cofeſſion which is full of ſhame and 
e And beleive that through the fayour of | 
ord, you ſhaltwel finde, that I wilniend. | 
pon.this motive, youmuſt forget thar 1 
bcenc an il] Father ta you; ſince ypon the 
God forgets that we have been il ſonnes 
feruits tq him. And if yet you will require 
x fatisfactis, be your owne caruer;and re- 
of me whatyop will, Onelytetourneto 
ay of God,if you ſhould hauc left irzor cls 
mee know, the, you continuein it; that 
py be ſure thatthinges goe wel with you; 
tI may haue ſtregth A, 48s that pence 
you shall impoſe ypon me for my negligece. Ne- | 
T meanc in writing to you; but not'inremem- | 
ou, For in this our Lord , hath not permitted 
juld be forgetfull, Bor ſoc great was the loue, 
carryed towards you,vpon {eeing that you were | 
to be the true ſeruant of God ; and you entred 
epely into my hart, when I conſidered thoſe mer. 
hich our Lord had vouchſafed to you; thatir ne- 
ted more from thence, though it haue failed, to 
men and comfort you in this way as it should 


don img my good Siſter for the loue of leſs 
3 and bee nor cruel againſt yourfelfe, but beas 

inſt me,as you sh;ll thinke fit.Be ſure roloue 
e&; for he deſernes not ta be ill yſcd, for the b 
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| negligence of his ſcruant. And if you the 
haue forgotten your” duety to him you ky 
his condition already well enough, and; 
he hath*promiſed to recciue the ſoule wh 
willretourne and that if you will forgiuem 
wil pardon you. And he will ſhew yog 
mercyes , as he ſhewed before; and wil et 
you to fing thoſe Canticles rohim , which 
ſung in your firſt beginning, and birth,ro Gl 
our Lord, | | | 

Doe not now giuecaule of joy, tothole 
fernal ſpirits, fincethere was a time , whi 
you wounded them with ſorrow. Dog! 
greiue your good Angel , fince heharhig 
God mach praiſe for you; and hath reigys 
| your vocation. Doe not reuerſe thar'ſoie 
Feltiuity, which was celebrated inthe kip 
me of heauen, vpon the dayof your couet 
Andifthrough my ſinnes any of theſe th 
ſhoullhaue happened, yet ſtill you muſt ng 
diſmayed. For our Lord will {tretch fory 
armes , and will receiue you; ſince he ſtre 
| them ourfor you vporthe Croſſe, And itisv 
| with him, toloue that perfon more , wh 
ting runn away out of the warr doth yet 
| turne to. fight with greater courage, then! 
other, who though he neucr forfook the k 
yet was neuer but (lack in doeing him { 

This is a kind of warr, wherein the loll 
the victory conſiſts not in the not receiuing# 
woundes, but in flyingoutof the battaille! 
| rendring himſelfe to the enemye, in the qu 
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E. . EPISTLES. Ep. 29. 237 | 
man who is ouercome, Take courage,and 
nyct once againe, for youſhallfind Chriſt 
Lord cloſe at hand to help you. And ſeling 

humility,and how much you are aſhamed 
purſelfe , he will not put youto confuſion. 
'when he ſhall perceive, that you are lying 
trare at his feete, will hecaſt you off. , or 

& you out of his fight. Andif you call vpon 
ſe interceſſours, of yours , who are in hea- 
,, they willnot make themſelues deafe to 
Eryes which you ſendvp from hence, As 
ne becauſe T haue made the fault,whereby 
hauc incurred the inconuenience, if there 
y,1 wil alfoe performe thepennance as 1 
defore. AndI wil beſeech our Lord tore- 
E and Taiſe that vp, which my negligence 
fit for ruine, Let all your chonght beate 
| his hauing begunn the worke , and not 
k.my hauing neglected it, And then he will 
things in good order; becauſe heis the true 
trof ſoules, and pretends not to ſee mens 
es, that ſoc they may rctra&t them by ſor- 
I beſeech him even by what himſelf is, 
he wil keep you in cloſe proteRion, vnder 

wings; and make you gratious inhis fight, 
that he wil puniſh me in whatſoeuer ſorr 

ſhal thinke fic. And I beg of you by him that 
wil write to me, though I confeſſe myſelfe 
de yaworthy of your anſweare. 
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Atletter of the Anthony, to 4 woman, who vat 

: flifled with grienens and dangerous templatig 

He encourages ber to ſuffer , and shewes that 

Re of aſflutions u great , when they'art' 
orne; 


ty EE romforted,; bee toniforted ; O you wy} 
| B ple , ſayth the lord your God: ſpeake i 
| bart of Teruſalem , and call ber-bither ; for ber pm 
ment is ended , and her finne is pardoned.' Coll 
my good (iſter : for theſe words are ſpoak 
you, and they commaunde you to be-con 
ted, through his fauour, who will defend 
though your owne infirmities, and thoſe! 

| rallpowers, ſtrive to-plucke you downe, 
if they ; becarefullco perſecute you : tnoret 

| full is Chriſt our lord, to ouershadow you? 

| rodefende you, and to ferch you of from 
combatc, adorned with new Crownes, w 
are-incomparably more to be'cſteemed aid 
ioycedin, then your tcibulation deſeruestoj 
| lamented. : 
W hat isthe matter ? what is that , which 
1 lids you? whatis that which frights you? y0 
God isthe curer of theſe wounds 5 be not tro 
bled there at. For at the inſtant that he c 
| them, he will shine co yowas a ſunne, ſeauen 


1mes more bright, then before you wer ſub 
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is a Fiction, your ſpirituall proſperities, will | 
dmparably excell;thoſe which arepaſt : ſince | 
ahich you ſuffer now , doth lo farre excee- 
a bitterneſſe that which formerly you ſutfe- 
For theſe lowds of anguish , victw ſerue-: 
for a preface, to an aboundanceof (piriruall ' 
7 hs be tribulations of Iob wete mellen- 
$co bin, of a doubling ofhis eſtare and com. 
., which God beſtowed vpon him, God af. 
ted him firſt , and thea he comforted kim, he | 
td him , and then he crowned him : he hid 
ſelf from him a licle : biit afterwards he 
yed himſelfe more deare, and ſweeter, then 
id ſeemed before to be offended, 
Chis is the ſtile , which our lord boldes 
this ſeruants, He mortifies them ſo farre, 
he ſcemes, as if he would place them, in 
eric torments of bell : bgt then joſtant! 
ne he drawes. them our , and putts them 
perfect eaſe : and ſo, as that the whale is 
ter able to retaine-him , nor yet {> much | 
touch him with anie offence , whome $he 
ſwallowed. Our aduerfaries , the deuills, 
Ill of pride, and they threaten , ro deyqu- 
3: but ler vs fay to them, ir. their teh: 
and ſpare not , for" you hall be onercome. | 
f what councell you lift , it sþall come to nc 
”, for God is on onr, fide.” Let it not, my | 
| iter , paſſe once ſo much as in- your 
phe, to be afrayd of theſe infernall wolues: | 
thee , who conguered them once vpon 
Croſſe, hath conquered them in ,you; | 
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| and «ah do fo againe; and will deſpoyleth rl 
| to: their great ; aver Ang how ſocuerit im; 
| ſeemetoyou, that the encounter is fierce , an 
the enemie {fo ſtrong , as to fright you; ben 
* /aye | yerdiſmayde; For it is our Iotd who ſayth : Sh 
| +%: | perbaps the prige be taken out of the hand of thefl 0 
| man ? And sball that, which was ſeiſeg by 
mightie , bereſumed? Moſt certainly rhe cap! 
Shall be taken out of the hand of the. ffrong mi 
and tharshall be reſcued, which he had tak 
| by violence, And this sball come to paſle; 
cauſe the hand of God, will 6ght for you; 
will ouershadow you , as birds with Qt 
wings ſpred abroad , defende and cotier th 
yong ones of theirs, which they loue ſo mh 
O that our eyes could once bur ſee y} 
| zcale of God, wherewith he keepes our ſc 
and how ſafely he claſpes them in his ha 
euen when they chinke , that they are alre 
| loſt. Some are wont to throw downe a 
| ſe , with ſpeede , to shew , how dexters 
they can receaue a brickle thing in ſafe 
which is caſt, though neuer ſo ſpeedily, it 
onghigh. And if the glafle could feele 
knowe , it would tremble to fee ir ſelf 
downe ſo farre and ſo faſt , and to be fa 
towards hard ſtones , where ir were like 
be broken, into a hundred pieces, Bur tl 
comes to. ſuccour it , the other hand of 
who threw it downe ; and ſo it is receal 
- withour any hurt at all. And thus. you 
|__| fre yanr ſelf  drawen cuen our of yourk 
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res , and aid 
fierce paynes, doe tremble and feare, con- 
ir ag that yo you shall be broke all.ro picees, 
ling intooffencesagainftour lord;But you 
ſt knowe and confider; thit our ford; who 
k brought you into this trouble , hs hich(e4f 
ring you out': and tie, who hides himſelf 
ile from you ; thar-you may ſuffer;; is yer 
y neare you for your defence, For othetrwt- | 
you had bene ſwallowed vp ters thouſand 
ts ouer , by'your cnemies, He thtowes you | 
P ze; and yer hereceaues and ſanesyoufrom | 
| He moues the cempelt ; bur yet he iris,” 
| keer s you fromdrowning, For it that; 
ou feele ; it is not you ; whodorany 
ber you ſuffer it. Hewho doth i ir, ische | 
[; and he ball pay forir. 
God ſees your hart perfeRly well; and that 
ace a louer of his Commaundements, and 
who abhorres any thing, which is offenko 
b bim, I beſcech him: toikeepe you, a5-he | 
done” hitherto- ;. for as' for thoſe thivgs, 
th the deuill re eſences to your minde, be 
NIE ens Forthough irbefull 
prmitie , and afflite you much, yer you 
t be'the worſefor that. Theſe arethivgs 
ro'manie, andnor only thirfe;to 
you ate ſubie&, bur'orhers alſo which 
comparably greater, and which {cerhe ins 
; to-beaveriecopic of the rue hell , are 
blanguage, which there they hotde, . | 


C not (hos allthis, doth L20 eels is if 
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and powerfailes, then runnes he towards il 


ith. _"_ hand, m he away the cuppe of 


wah 
 birterne Es euenifrom their mouthes , and.in 
exchange thereof, he giuesthemcenthouſand 
' comforts, And, the while ,, a man comes tg 
\ know , that heis weake, by hauing vnderſtj 
| his, great. miſerie through experience, .F 
knowes alſo ; the ſtrengrh , and malice of 
enctnies,; and pracures.to fly from them, ap 
leanes cloſer ypon God , whoime he findes 
be onely.able-ro deliver him, out of ſuch big 
* pangs as thoſe, And thus., out of his form 
| rmileries 3 he both ferches light , whereby, 
| may-eſteeme lefle of himſelf : and repoſe gye 
f tex confidence in God ; and he learnes to 
with greater cautjon, and reſeruation , ha 
difcouered the treacherics, and malicious p 
ceeding of the deyill, And we are nor to; 
count firale of this benefire : becauſe as oury 
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tie God: {o allgisit a'thing ofgreat mon 
if inthe ſtrength and vertue of good ſpiui 


enns WET haue ſome nowlec JE 
the deuiiles wayes. Nor to the ende., that 
| may loue, and henour him, ( for that bel 
 fromystg God) but that we may. fly from) 
and eſca e from his {ſnares ;\which are f 
| | ned, and knowen by few men,, who.yet 
cone. Hhotghey kane lame know leo 
f erefore we./are to make great accd 
of the fruit , which, we_gather out-c rh 
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jeuſties : becauſe thus the' ſoule growes to | 
yne experience, in the watrre' , againſt his 
bile encmie, And theſe things, and manie 
ters, doth our merciefull lord, draw out of 
le hard encounters, whereby ouraduerfaric | 
tendes to make vsfall, And ſo we make him 
e, that which he hoped to gaine, and we | 
taſcornevpon him: whilſt we profitr , and 
utye our ſoules, by that yerit meanes, which |- 
vcd, forthe diſaduantage thergof, 
FAud forasmuch , as you haueofferedyour 
tothe ſeruice of Chriſt out lord : and are 
Wno longer your owne , fincerhe day, whe- 
byou were made (o happie ; doe not c6celue, þ 
this paſtour of your ſoule , is liable co the 
tof being forgertfull. Fax if he would for- 
you , he would not call you, nor. courte 
, nor paſle ſo [ſweete promiſes ro you. In]tcle, 
day of aduerktie, let your minde looke 
ito the day of proſperitic , which formerly 
enfoyed : chat ſo your preſeng condicion, 
nor draw youdowne, when itis tempered, 
the memorie of thoſe fauours ,, which 
{imparted (o youin timepaſt. And beſure: 
uf Chriſt did not loue you, he would nor 
ed you vp, nor given you that Tewell, 
lince you know , that you beganne to 
ke/in this way for his ſake: andthat you 
QGeliced to.pleaſe bim : and that, , accor- 
o your frailtie , you haue procured ro doy. 
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when you remayned in ſeparation , he dre 
{ you clofe to himſelf; & conueyed aſweety 
| meeke. fpiritt into the bowells of your hang 
ind ſet you out, with his owne markez to the 
ende that bothyou mighe be his, and that you 
might know your ſelf for ſuch. n 

And now,if the infernall woolfe, haue pts 
fumedro fete ypon her , who was ſert forth 
the marke of leſus Chyi/t and, who defired rolet 
| ue him, doe not wonder at it ; for theſe arerhe 
tryalls of our Faith, and love; roſee if we will 
be diſmayed, and ſo turne back. Thereivm 
true vertue, ynleſſe it be tryed ;and the alk 
off Faith are d s,, and diſcountenancese 
God, Burcuen then, if that faith be pure,/ad 
fine ; nov onely it is- not diſmayed ,- bur hg 
mucjr the more ir is 'vexed, ſo much the no | 
ſtrengthit rakes, andeeuen fetches ſociety 
of ſolitude. For we know, that it is the cull 
me of our Lord, to place his ſeruants, euvenyf 
the very hornes of the bull, and-to hide hifi 
| when, he hath done, to try their faith, Andi 
aſmuch-as their ſight , is onely bent ypot 
goodneſieotour Lord ; they. care not for W 
they feele, nor from-what quarter. the 'wi 
comes; but a confidence is engendredrhets 
that asthe anker of a ſhipp at ſea, doth 
ſelf to the carth-; ſo will a faithfull ſoule 
faſt holde', vpon the Crucifix , and'fix 
thoug ht, and ay ; T bow, 0 Lord, dy | for i { 
fore. was borne ; and thou, foyght|t me ooh We 
A row of thy bayt, when 1 ſought thee notniv @ 
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by ayae; but now call vpon phee, ana I tore 62; 44d 
berefore now forſake me nat. if thou diddeft receant, 
d shelter bm , who was thine enemie ; thaw wilt 
pever drive bim away, who deſeres to ſeruc thee; and 
home thou haſt accepred for thine ewne. And in | 
this faith , you muſt live, and remaine ſecure 
nongſt, all the waues , andtempeſts, which.| 
hheſea can ſhew ; though ir mayſeeme co you, 
hat the ſhipp is cuen hinking ; and you muſt 
zour , that ſo your hart may norfayle : leaft 
We our Lord awake, and chide you , as hedid 
is Apoſtles, ſaying: Why feareyes | omen of litle 
wth? whereby you may ſce, how much incar- 
| our Lord is, when he requires ys tobe full 
Fcourage : ſince cuen, when thewaues are er- 
ing intothelictle ſhipp toſwallow it yp, even 
en did he reproach them, becavſe they fex- 
d. And this he doth, becauſe he will notallow 
n to be afrayde at all, who etnbarkerhem- 
lues with bim, For they goe with the rue 
dof foules; whos our faithfull heiper out 
Fthe greateſt ftraytes. 
” Andnow,fince youare one of them, who 
me quite theſhore ,'and embarked yourſelf 
ith him , by enering vpon this ſeruice ; what 
that be, which you thogld feare: fince you 
mewalked', anddoe ſoitilly in company of 
v-Chriftour Lord, Remember;rhat $,Perer, 
bil behad faith went wreading wirh his feete 
the waters; bur. as ſoone yas he ſaw the 
de Riffe , and ge waves bighr, he-feared, | - 
8 then prefently-beganve to'finke;” To gite | 
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vsto vnderſtand, thatwith a faith, whichw# 

fhrme, he went ſecure :-and by growing tepide 

be began to bedrowned, and heard this word} 

| fromthemouth of our Lord: 0 theu mat of liilg] 
| faith, why didft then dowbr? And in thefame mand 
ner doth'he ſay to vs, if he ſee ys fearefulle 1 , 

any vicibledanger whatſoeuer. W 

' AndifourLord tooke ſuch care to deliuen} 

his diſciple fromacorporall death : much mon 

| will he take care, to free you from 'the deatl 

of your ſoule : and to ſecure you, that the teny 

pelt, which is riſen againſt you,may not drow 

ne you, 'Onely be fn, my good filter, rhi 

|yonbe nor diſmayed, and forſake not the wv 

| re:for heere the: Crowne is loſt, nor be 

-| menare tempted, but becauſe they either thy 

or þc ouercome.Offer your felfetoſufferpain 

and euen fire, for his honour , who ſuffered 

much for you. And þy how muchthe greatt 

youraffliions are, eſteeme them for ſo mw 

the more certaine token, of the loue, whi 

| paſſes berweene Chriſtour Lord, and you. 
ceech him, that he willſtrengrhen you, towat 

ſufferance, andinotthat be will take away yo 

| afflictions, For it willbe a Purgatorieto yal 

| whereby you may be wholy purified , in th 

fight of God, and the Croſſe of your bcloued lo 

will keepe you companie, This Croſſe is ili 

thin whic all the loyers of our Lorddeliue 

adby meanes thereof, you will remaine bk 

| goulde, inthe Crufiblezſp much or the ma! 

' reſplendent, as you weremore afflicted, * 
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4: LEAST 
oakder | that cuerie louer, is to endure | 
rhat, which may declare himſelf, for the 
u hoof his beloued. And linceyou ape entred 
'o the watfe of Loue , do not turne coward; 
t conſider, how great things, cuex weake 
n men hauc endured for Cl ciſt our Lord. 
on me by re, others by ſcourges, andothers by | 
ng had their fleſh torne from their bones; 
ey held themſelues happy i in Payne: 
prehe loue of their Lord. . 
- Now youalſoſuffer for him, For if you 
1 forſake him, your enemies would nor" 
ſecute you; bur you are paſſed oner to lo- 
e's fide , and therefore doe moue this 
| againſt you. And if amongſt nien, there 
want of baſe, and bloudiciexecmtivocrs .the 
wills come,intheir place, who are both more 
el ,'& arenot ſoſoone wearie, as the other; 
d with grates of iron they torment you;and 
frein the ſoule, then inthe bodie z and-you 
eo elterme, that you areinmartyrdomefor 
de loue of Chriſt our Lord, fince you are-mar- 
red for his ſervice. 
+ Do not omitt your denotions of Gankele 
,, and Communicating, though you ſhould 
dir withoutany greac ſenſible appetite, and 
dugh thedeuill ſhouldſceke to binder it, as 
bis wong to doe, ſo farre as to ſtrike your | 
uedumbe, fo that you cannot Confelle 
wr fines, 25 likewiſe be giuesyou to beleiue, 
Eyon have co ſacharymeinthe night; | 
t Communicate the mor- 
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"Ini rafter. Treadechatenemie of yours vnder. 
foote, with all his craft : and pray to our 
vponthe Croſſe ; and rake that Crofle' i in your 
companiez:and arme your ſelf th&ewith ; 
offer your ſelf ſoxruly to anic- itate of ſuffe 
ce, that if our Lord were pleaſed, that it ſho. 
latt ypon-you all your life , you would wor. | 
content therewith. And how-niuch the deey 
you ſhall caſt your ſelf into his wilt, ſo much 
the more ſpeedily, will he relieue you. For heÞ 
drives not them iran him,who ſtriugroward 
him. 14 
 Andremember, has there isno Lawwichad 

griefe ; and that wearetoenter , inte the king domen| 
beauen by many tribulations. Where For one one 
houre that you-may ſee God tn-his beanty : 
would chioke tworthouſand ycares of thar { 
ferance, to which now you are ſubic, rob 
well employed. And ſince God iseo carrie yol 
thither, as you haue reaſon to hope he will; 
nor cowardlie in ſuffering nor tepide in loping 
| For he, who dyed for you, and called you 

himſelf will not forſake you.1 beſeech hin 
be your « comfore, Amen, ' 
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| £7 1 Hh 10. 4' perſon , who was much | 

cf d,for ſeeing thetbe profited ſolule in veitue | 

ee teaches the difference betweene {elf-loue, or 

& loue of God; «nd bow be is to doe all things, |. 

rtheloye of God , and. nothing in conſennaty 
) ſelf-loue, 


HHE peace of our lord Teſs Chriſt remayne 
with you. The roote of all our miſery, is ſelfs | 
4-as on the other fide, rhe-loxe of Ged, is the | + 
te of all our felicity; and fo, asthat he whoe 
$God, meets with nothing, which hecan 
erly be ſaid to ſuffer; (becauſc he ſeekes no- 
= the will of God-, andrherein Coy 
he delight ) ſoe he whoe loves bumſelf, finds 
ings to bec to hard, andto heauy, for him, | 
is euer tormented, with che variety, and| 
le of accidents, "True repoſe dothnotcon-} 
a any thing, burin deſiring the loue | 
od, or rather noe ouet to content 
(elf, with apy thing for his{ake ro whome 
'offtcr,and preſent, as much, as wee I ur 
, forthe loue of him. And if God will 
thlate, co open our eyes, that ſo, with Dauid 
3 conſider the wonderfull thmss of bus lewe, 
tshal-finde, that not onely there is daunger 
zing ouervs, through this ſelf. love; in thoſe: 
gs which are playnely and erofſely viſible, 
xteriour } but mSre, and dmuch more, even * 
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in thoſe other things, wherein, , many el 
thas erue ſanity doth conliſt. Arid-ify 
mee, whart thoſe thingsare , I ſay thar rh 
noeother, then veriues; the peace ſeatexslay 


| dome of beanen ; yea and eyen ourlord t 


And thus you may ſee, how great out « 
is; fincethereis daunger, euen inthat, wh 
ſecurity, and how greatthe wiſcheif is of pn 
and inordinatt loue; lince the ſtipge therec 
ſes ir ſelf, into ſuch holy things, Norttha 
ableeomake them ill; ( for that it canne 
bur in regard that by cauſing vs to defire 
things, as our ownelaik end, and for louc of 
ſelaes, wee make our ſelues tl; ſince Ws 
that order: , which the 'loxe of 'God pr 


| which is, toloue that, which is "—_ 


ſclues withall,for the ſeruice of God, and fo 
loue, and all this inthe fame manner, and 
the ſame meaſure, which is beſt CouuY rc 
Diuine Maicſty. | 
Theloue of God doth not conſiſt whatſol 
we will needes be ſaying ) in the deſire of ik 
yertue, hoc nor euen of God himſelf, if ict 
ordinately.done,and with excefle of afflici 
wee are wont. ta deſire other things, Fori 
mioued for thelowe of God, todelire anyth 
maine defire,tohanethat thing, muſt t 
ueir, ifGod will;z\and how, and ——_— 
what proportibe will and notto beegr 
of it for my owne  butcotheend, " 


 will-of God Ig ere 
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at vertue , and that 1 should ET 
eaucn.. I ſay:though his pleaſure should: 
for indeede it is _ But, atthe leaſt, our 
muſt. (oe be lodged, inthe will of God,as 
& may bee mated. to will any thing, 
h God would haue vs will , without any 
er ofexception.. For if our owne. ſelf. lowe 
Wiuc in vs, that miſcheif is ſo much the 

Land more inward, by how muchthe bet- 
ie thing is, which wee deſire. For , in the(e 
as ſeeming to bee yery ſafe, a muanis wont 
ead his appetite as farre as he liſts, And 

& wee lay , that wee deſire the lone of God, 
ke full of ſelf-tove which makes vsdedre | 
Power of our ſelues , withour any rule or 
te ; whereas , ic ought.co bee, iuſt the 


TY». 

remember ſome Docs tell mee, that! 
br was the firſt, whoe committed this finne; | 

ww the thing which he deſired, was good 
ly Felicity; but that he deſired it not ; ny 
hen , nor in whome, nor for whomge, it 
x that he should haue deſired i it, but with | 
ridled appetite, which aymed at his ow- |. 
uate good, asany couctous wrerch, might 
guct pele, or any ambitious man much 
ur,Certainely,ifthe ends and rootesof our 
pg one. and the ſame thing be different, | 
ling it ſelf which is materialy defired, falles: 
ter a (orte not to be the ſame. Bur rather 
42 bonore } the berterthe ching it ſelf is, 
| dre < nate delire 


gerous is the inordi 
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7 thereof, For there is nothing worſe, th ul 
manto deſire any thing, as his ownelaſter 
the love of himſelf. This laſt end is that 
Good of Goods, which is God, whoe ought if 
the ayme,andendofall our deſires, And n 
any Should ſay ( by not vnderſtanding 
what I affirme ) that I ſeeme to teach; 
| miſt Hor be feruent, indeſiring ro beconieh 
arid more vertuous; but that wee muſt as 
leauealltroGod, which belong to che ſoul 
that which concernes the body my anſwe 
That asin theſeexterivar things, wee mii 
diligent, but not affli& our (clues with excel 
care;and angnish, but muſt putr our ſeluesW 
ly,into the hands of God, and cake withpat 
| ce whatſocuer comes : ſointhoſe things, | 
| ps ſoule, wee mult be ſure, to be* 
t: bur yet with condition, char if 
_ anding our diligence, wee canhot' 1 
all wee would, wee muſt not ſuffer our ſely 
 growe impatient, For that would be a Wi 
ult, chen the former, which gaue vs (oem 
|rrouble. But wee muſt conforme our! c 
| wholy,tothe will of 'God ; to whome hi 
liry , and patience'in the midſt of our 
ties , is more pleaſing ,- then 2 prond-d 
tion , and -complacence , in the ſtret 
which wee conceane our [clues to haye. 
| Andifwee catinotobtayneat the Ta ne! 
God, that wee may live without faults? 
leet vs 'render him moſt hamble thankes'y 
 haning pinen vs the kndwledge of them! 


If E P1 $ T LES. _ \2T, 2553, FM 
perhaps any orher thing, the perdition of | 
dud Paariſee, but the cotentment, which Luc,1s. 

ic ke) in his owne good workes z Anddid 
thing ſave the Publicane , but:the know- | 
e which hee had , of his ill deedes;and he | 
afur which be coneciued againſt himſelf 
them;defiring mercy of our Lord 2. It isnot 
Cale of cuery one, to conſerue humility, in 
middeſt of great vertucs; but there be very 
 whoeare not diſguſted with their owne 
es, And therefore , though the former of 
two wayes, be higher : yet the later is 

v All which, is kifrohibhyour God, who 
loucraigne wiledqme , and who guides VS 
erall:-wayes, to the ſame end s Which is 

If, And though wee be neuer ſo couetous, 


winks this ought to ſtay our ſtomach with 
ciency of comfort ; that wee may hopeto | 
d heauen : whether jr be, with the fieighs, 
extcftion.of vertue, as ſome goe: .or by the 


dee of what we want,and-doging pen- | 
xe. for theſamme, as many-others doe, 

ut potwihſtandingall this, wee mult por 
tate to imitate the beſt wee ſees fince 
Lord hath giuen. vs a deſire thereaf:and 
Þ-an account is to be demaundedof ys, 
ze doe it not. Wee muſt therefore deſire, 
Cheer, ; (foe: rhat-yer-withalb wee looſe 
ur inward peace): though wee obtayne 
wee deſire, 'For otherwiſe, Idoe nor | 
that cuer therewas aman: ;intheworld 
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| body knowes ) who deſired not to be be 
theo he was ; but yet'rhis did not takerh 
| peace from them , becauſe they delired} 
thing out of any particular appetite, 
neuer confeſles that ir bath enough; but 6 
for the loncof God, with whoes diſtribur 
and portion , they would be well core 
though he gaue them lelle; eſteeming thay? 
| bee true love, -which-contents ft felf w 
| what he ines z more then to defire to-hy 
much ; though ſel/-loge rell vs, that wee de 
it, but for hy ſcruice of Almighty God. 
And-for 'my part I beleiue, that then 
noe peace to be had in this world, but wy 
tience. Nor doeI thinke;thar it is true patiel 
ce, when aman is content to beare, with 
neighbours; : if withall; he be nor cond 
beare with himſel, Not to theend |, the 
muſt fayle'to punilh, and to mend his fa 
but that his hart may nor be deiected,': 
| vnreaſonably aMliged ; and that what 
happen,” hee may bee able to keepe him 
content, both within , and withourt ; but 
that yet withall ( as 1 was ſaying ) be ſtill 
hisdiligences, tomend bimſelf, Viuehy 
he ſhoutd nor wholy doe, it is better t 
beeſorry for it, and'that inſtantly he riſe! 
with new alacrity ; ; which vſes toencreaſe, 
4 doubleour ſtrength; then that ,whileſthe g 
F--& exiues hituſelfto] to lamens his faultes, forth 
kb” Þ of God, he ſhould indeed diſpleaſerhe fame 
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Fallen wings,and fuch orher braunches as z | 

TG om is roote, 'Let the Concluſion 
t, which $, Paul deliners. Let vs freqi.ent | 
, in all things 5 gining thanks lo God, KF ſoe 
be ſure to doe well> Our Lord leſws bee 


Lyou, andwith vs all. Amen. 
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etter to 4 Cauallier has freind whe- 
in be teacheth how the affuttions 
which God ſendes to ba ſeruants 
> are to put good men in hope 
and wicked men in feare. 


ankes be given to Chriſt our lord "I ha- 
ing made you a partaker of pairic and 
for it is the moſt certaine title to. hea- 
vl dich can be had ypon earth : ſinge it doth. 
vs to be like our ag who deſcended. 
heauen to giue vs light chat we mightloue | 
Ind ſtrength by his example, and grace by | 
erices, Let not the diſpenſation of the wor-. 
'God ſceme cruelty in your. ſight: : for as 
warde which he giues' is not light. ſoe.| 
x muſt the meanes be light whereby it. is | 
fobrained, Nor is there any thing further. ; 
tn being a matter of toyes or ieſt then thay | 
| eur” lord, hath pr ared TOfich as lone bun. 
tothe endehbar this may be knowen 6d. 
riderioodie «frat che ho. are 16. | 
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cnioy-it:may befſoe trefited as he wi" thas 
the world may be 'vabeguiled if it ſtill cone 
tharby living in-ieft they are roenioy that git 
reward in carneft. | we. 
, ** Onrlord'giacs*adniſe ro his ſeruants;al 
|hethreatens ſuch aswill-needes be ſtrange! 
him, For tothe former ſorte of then he faith 
they muſt thin ke-bigh!y of his rewarde ii 
' he will norgiue it Bur vpop high tearmes, A 
as for:theſe other he askes them how tl 
 thinke to eſcape the rigour 6f his handes;'e 
whoare his enemies : fince even his childre 
ſtrictly treared who are yer elected for ſoegy 
{a good, If wecaſt our eyes towatdes this be 


jof rigour and-juſtice which/are- the affli&i 


whereof we now ſpeak, we $hall finde thatt 
cotiteyne greate occafions both of hope" 
feare, And on the one (ide the mercy of Ot 
much-glorified theteby  arid- his iuſtice < 

other. Ler'trouble-expect ro finde repoſeati 
hit feare affliction hereafter whodoth not! 
iI6now; Forfinee' in apy man how inſt ſol 
he be there are: many thinges'whieh may 
Fuepanishment though-notin hell ; ( ans 


at eythertieere or in pil 
Me through'fire' And thet 
findenot mthemſclney ſoc'greath 
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the earemach ded i thiibocoun; 
et our of Godeverheere oncatth 
| ce hae Godit offended doth viuſe 
greife thertthareo which you are fubicR; 
1 we rv l eeny ls ho hun 
catly he would begla4 of the paine 
: foe that- he night. 1 that | 
þ here ocean are cor. | 


opal Ont yon 
a waoenen to 
ve work egy _—_ ottare would in-. 


.: And this alſo tray ſeruefora 
ee matreataied 


to ntote tt6uble thenthe paineie 
dot which the other feeles: charif 
an aacherveryanich ; you would 
riddofyour owne paineif it were ypoti 
1 tharrhe other muſt indureit for your; 
'prourd as 1 was ſaying that it would | 
e you more in the perſonne ofthat orher 
our OWne; 
x if oh: Lavke of  creldiescunrath ſod 
_— 
lengdor hemoft 
jr py fy. which acre exceedegall 
e Andthir rbeatmoſtber- | 
Vhion or inthat 


| 


a abichof 


|; age flepdy thou peſt cheirty 
chaechou ſoloued the we 


ten {onne, to they 
xth.of th ce afflictions 1G 


| Maes hich Oey Sago 


a Pain OR toxments of 
and ang aj aun. W ho I ſay. 
to complaine wheh he chall 


led, and obſerue Frog thes thy court it 1s: 


| bet belowediecnderao be or ſrvercy hi 
wo haue the pre-emibt 


eyrher affliionsorfauours; andihat it wa | 


by thy commaundemienc co one of thy fa 


| $08, Bec4g/e they wert accepted by.God it was 


nj that temptation sbould try thee. 
Doe not permitt your heart x0 finke; 
DE _ 
ex 10Mmew 
loue of God.God ___ ng 


As 


> like che fore | 
parably g Cp ee: 2 
LL BY nee this later ypon cons | 


ty ynotendbure the former, it is 
ell faid ah 42th become a noble minde 
Y deſires, more toſceit ſelfein difficulcy & 
| e for the obtaining of vertue- then tobe 
b dwichour exerciſe, Noris it fitr that you | 
ave caried ſoc miich courage in your hart 
ph theſe warres of the Emperour Should | 
it faintely affected inthe waire of God, We | 
wund not of you heere that you Should con- | 
a whole army like ſome Gapraine 99 
nely that youtraile your pike well & giue | 
dd account of yout perſGae, & ofthe place | 
fe you are put, Be nor a cowardin the Ge | 
' 28 whoe ate (oe valizncin che'greater. 
lit your ſelfe wholy into the paſſion of aur. 
nd learne thereby how much £nduced 
bw great loue $f bogecoyou; fince Gebang. 
to redeeme you by other. meanes yet. he | 
{ aotdoe it but vpon the price of his ex-i] 
epaines andſorrowes. At ſocircomessebÞ - 
jat' as he in one hower did more louchis'}; 
ttheo all mankinde p& togeather inall-j; 
ligres, ſoc in one howtt, did. ue 
icter {orrowes then all mankinde, and | 
Was not in the. who 
xd eyther any love gr angres 
WOEnency 
vr him, Be got 3 
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his ſonne fince he corn 
ther depart from your felft te your! 
co God. Say to him I'widl follow thee thongh it 
the Way of} orFow I'will preſent thet'with t 
ring. I will not give thet any thing of line val 
that which may cot me my blood ,thatNe #is'd 
to me as thou Jap to AH Nada Quis feciſhi ba 
7 non pepetcifii vnigenilo two propier me &eN bo 
God 1-34: foe well that a man giue hisif6n 
for the loue of God how much reaſon isit'tl 
_ Should be very gratefull ro god forthe 
of his ſonne for man. And he onely' 
jc thankefull for the benefirt who ir 
'compence thereofgiueshis owne fonne to 
/namely thar thing which his hace woulda 
'be Pract to leaue and this becauſe Got 
{haue'it ſos, 
| Conſider thecreue Originall of love which! 
did bearey you, bur letgt be with feeching thh 
| folucion from chence that as they drew b 
From bim & gaye ſorcowes to him he may 
theineo you'; and as they gaue him paineſp 
[jon giue'pajne to | For infallibly if ſos 
{anſwereto ſorrowes of God withY 
rowes he will anſWere to thoſe ſortowe 
Nous with ſuch a reward as $hal make youll 
ewe your ſelfe apgſe for hauing endured 
#þh ougfesh beleiue' nor«this yerf 
& you muſt*fing: £ 
dee -— ry nos, humiliaſts m_ b 
nes : = ALS LES h 
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n Her of the Amthour, te a holy Relizious woman 
» wilten in 4 time when the was fabief2 to ſomit 
ations, and pirſecutions , about s broke 

hi wi withed to pablech. He declares | 

b ohe is ts Cary ber ſelfe in ſpirituall things; and 
which rs the ſafeſt way, how treat with God and | 
I bo that gift of Prayer, which 5he þ4d. 


ce and peaceof leſs Chriſt our 
[Han eyer with you; When] accepted, | 
{ char bookeof yours, which was fene 
b; it was not foe much our of any opinion, | 
at I was able eo ind be of tlie things, which 
e conteyned therein; as becauſe 1 thoyghe, 
t, with the fauour of our lord Ife 
blit profitr, by them. And T ehan ke © Chrilt, 
| althoi het haut not read ir with thatre- 
| þ which had becne fit; ; yet I was cotnfor- 
[thereby ; : & may alfoc be beneficred other- 
e, if the Fault be: notmine owne, And truly, 
bgt Rims phe receine copifort by reading it, 
ſeQing' vpori it otherwiſe: Vena 
8, thereſpect I owe bothto the matter 
;#s alſo tothe perſpn who commetides 
5 me, deſpehſesnot with me, in forbea- 
Thy ſon part of wha1 chinke hereof: | 
it, in g nerall rearmes, 
boo Kieran, wh inc hen | 
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| forrie 
| me things may 


| | The dodrine of your pr 


| praQiſe ic 
| gnes which 


| \porbin therein, wherat to ſtu 


| arethe leſſefafe of che two, To diſcerne x 
| they proceede not from our owne Tu 
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the phctericrebe, & nothers, 
be profitable. onene, 
w hich would nor be oe, if they ſhould be 
lowed by others, Foc the mg ar wyoger WayCs, 
teby God'guides ſome, are not fit forall... Tt 
|, & the moſt of them, Lhaue noted day 
and L-will putt them into order , as ſaong 
can; & I thallcafily grade meanes to ſend 
tro you. Forif yoy ſaw my infirmities accon 
anied with my otherneceſſary imployemen 
| beleiue they would rather moue you to colt 
paſſion , rhen'to any accuſation of me fory 
ligence. 


woep "thi 


,for the noſty 
is gopd: and you may very Tbety belciuc ir: 
andin your Rapers , I finde theſe 
true” Rapies M 
. The way of God! $ reaching a  foule,wit 
the vie of rhe unaginariap, and without ey 
interiour, or exteriour wordes, is:v Da Ih 
uguſtine ſpeakes well of it. 
\.. Thoſe mteriour and exterionr wordes,,, | 
deceiued many in our times.: andthe 


ealy marcer : bur ro. finde.wherher 
from a good jpirute, Or from abad is more 4 
Men giue many xulcs.,, whereby to 
they bee of our Lord ; and one of th, 


they be iriſome time of par 
0h py 


© OE, 


Y erefig On 


bi 7m es ner 

pation; or deſolation: or. fox.the 

netition'df any diger &c. For if eucnawiſe 
pod mari; witt 'not ſpeake a-word which 1s 
of much weight : muchslefſe: will char be 


N a God: ene. 
- Rk the wordes' muſt be agreable to: 


$ ripare, :& the doctrine of the-Chureh> | 
m of opini6n'thar theſe wordes, which axe | 
entioned in your booke, wn mat wa 


if them are of God, 
7 Þ Thar, whereof there is more doake are the 
$inary ,-of- corporal viſions , whereofigau 
. Theſemuſt in noecaſe be-defiredg and 
they come without being deſired, yer mult 


| Shove rms. radar a | 
cech our lord that he wilknotſuffer ys720 


| ulke the wa t54buras-fort 

me erty of hls Saints, _—_—— 

pe ir for” Ieaue pores = 
his faichfullfreiddes; And by other. = 

ancs, wemult alſs procure-to auoyd | 


ves; 
ami dwhien all thigisdone ;if the viſions : 
the foute reape profitt by them: and 
my thereof induceitnot to vanity, but 
of humility ;if rhac which they ſay 
x: eto the dodrine ofthe Charch, if they 
- nu nay time and.with charinceriour 
Inde of ſa , which may better bee 
lb ehiagine me thinkes, I! 


—_— A 


ho:is able to giye bi - t,\ This 
courſe, which mult-be takrmy! 
hinges; frwe may he pe in. Gd 
[oo addhmana of others, ( 
| bjmt6:bedeceiued; fincehe procure to wall 
in the right way- 'C 
-' Bur the vplvle noe mah ſhould exfily cow 
 demriethoſe thinges, yponthe onely reaſon & 
bening thar the - to whome' they b 
e are jog pirfoſd, CNN 16 
thing, for the gaodaes of our Jord todrave my 
euyof il qi ep tees hu 1 


| - *cAPArP Ns Hy ing them very {vel 
prone; next CE Eidos 11 
Ni Bar whogtbalh Kevin ghe gpedateof y 
lord:2 nee theſe chinges 'are” i 
d forthe merirts of the partie 


—_— is better growen'in ES 


{ ther bur ſometimes ro fuch as are-mo 
And-as they doe'\nort. ben mn 
 inoreaSainr, then hewasz | 
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> CLEAT cure Q Jew wrven thee Ps | 
af et e muſt needes be infiniee lowr, þ 
its ;ee s. And from the harid of ſuch 
ſac code, feivtpjolntiraaite if forme | 
eceiue ſuch excefſq3of loue a5 mnaytrou- | 
hers ;-who ynderitand them nor. ' And 
gh men may vnderſtand by faith, chat the- [- 
| No wehlgges inrheworld, yer the parti+ 
-hce of thisamorons , and' more 
rous oceeding, which God houldes 
| 'whome be will : this1 ſay, vnleſſe it be | 
led, a/maneannoy well vaderſtand'; to 
ogres or point; ir-arriues, 1 haue ſeene 
y ſcandalized at the heroicall ates of the 
of our lord God towardey his creatures. | 
becauferhemſelues are very farre from re: | 
achole fauours, they cinor thinke that 
will doe that'to others, which'they finde | 
hot to doe towardes them; And choogh k 
cafon-, that eyen becauſe it is an aft of 
TIRING  ascaſtes ys into adimiration, 
| be raken for a figne why to ehinks 
FF God;y({ince he is wonderfull in afl 
whes and fuck more itr thoſe of his 
TE reaſons why 
norbeleme them , From: whence! 
1d fetch reaſons tobeleinethein; pro- 
@alwayts char there be a concurrence'sf 
Ir ons which ſhew thar cherhiung, 
( z 15 
01 vou party ps evi Sj which | 
perc ite in) SE b: 
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| m—_— roſurhthinge $ 5 theſs,, © 
{ then it was fitt you hould/ Meek 
| haye profirte$your ſoule , and Special 

| have madeyou know your owne miſeri 
|  faulres, and enabled yourto mendthem 1 
\ thatthey' hauelaſiedi6g;  &thatevert} 
{ beene with | .— They 

tothe loue of God,to kecorempcalyul | 
| andtathe docing of pennance; I {ee-noerg 
| why1 ſhould condemne them, but 1 incl 
thinke that-they are right.; Bur yer ener; 
| this condition, that you vic greatcauti 

| that y ou goec not on. entire confidence, 4 
| cially if that which happens be-not vſuall 
| you, of ws wy it requires you todoe any} 
' cular thing, which is not veryplaine, buy 
| ject to ſome queſtion, In all theſe cales & 
| like , you muſt ſuſpend your belei&, 
 ſtantly aske counſel. 

I alſo thinke good to lett you knowl & 
though theſe thinges be of Gay, yerthee 
| may mingleſomewhat with themz& the 
| you muſt neyerbe without care &-fearg 
thinges as theſe. And yourmuſt, | 
_ thaug gh they ey be of Gohzon ond 
reflect vpon them-with too muc 
ns Hats conſiſts nor intheſe th 
in the hamble loue. of God , aud. your. neigh 

for theſe others , Fhayaree be fe; 

even when they arc right phe is T 
 fromche RR , tothe 

y vers jonbehe 
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ſoujnult a To TRE 
vo ſors , but onely adore Chri(t our Lord 
FOr inthe Sacrament. Andif it be a vifjon 
$4471, you muſt lift. yp your heart x0 bea- 
| p39 Shot which is repreſented in your ime- 
ſad you neede nog. more, a that 7:4 | 
e to cary you. yp to. that whic 
Klenredby r,. OTIS 
| alſoe ell you, that theſe thinges c6rey- 
this booke , happen. to. many others in 
mes} and this , With great certainty that 
irefrom God ; whoſe hand 15 not bertenogigo 
hat now, which he did in former ages; & 
In the weaker ſorre of veſlalls chat ſoe he 
be glorified the more... 
beyou on,in your way: but ſoe as that you | 
ver in feare of theeues; and that ſtill you 
King; if the way be right. And give thikes 
rLord, torthat he Bach beſtowed $4 
the lous of him-, andche knowled 
felfe ; and algue of pennance, and - 
And as for thoſe other thinges make noe. 
1 his account thereof; a yerontbe* | 
fide , you muſt noe deſpiſe them, becauſe 
fignes which ſhew, that many ofthem 
ene by our lord; and euen they which are} 
avnat'burt you. if uaske counſile, 
ft know not how to ciue, chat] have 
bleto write this by any trengrh of mip 
or have noni at all; Jo your prayer: 
1 beſcech you cuen for the-Jone of 
ped. ical "a, 22 fo lays it as a.chang 
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Ng, on tn 
ties; and I thinke, this word alo one wi x 


for the obliging you , to doe w 19 


And now I begleaue of you, that yy 
letter, fince'T am EY Te ao 


anvrher, leſu be WO by Yo Ta 


Amen. ; 
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A Letrer written to a Lady, encoura | 
her to beare with patience , the afj 
fions which were ſent her, * q 
by our lord. | 


7" 1 would fayne aske your'! 
| Mie; ' what: Kinde of tafte nou uite 
| che Cyoffe carry wir them, fince you are f 
fo 6 MPT thereoh. Our lod — 
Uwill lytub vp to the B.dbnd tree, and gather. 
thereof: and it ſcemes chat he har raken y 
ladychip by chehavd', "and dtawne you vÞ 
kim? eo L, _ [.-. if heretofore you'v 
| with him rerplatioti , to cofi 
We $644 vportthein : he is now '00 mM 
Icotirenc,, char in org wany him, 

Tm a 0 6 
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td > a IoT F 
re M Dr ltendy: fay , thatthat ſouleis hap- 
ybich ſtandes at the foote of the Croſſe of þ 
e, in ſociety with the Mother of God, 
ed arthe ſame fg : and was ſuffering 
c , yea and was cuen crucifyed in her 
1 irh him, For there is not a mb1ie accepta- 
yin the eyes of the Father, then co be- | 
{ bis Sonne, and to ſee them who accom- 
he ſame Sonve, in the imitation of his af- 
or iknd Croſſe. Let noe man deceiue himſelfe, 
0d, that God is in Joue with fooleryes 
pnceytes ; or that cuery abſurd idle fellow 
ne with him, in is kingdome. The 
dt God, is reſeruedfor ſuch as loue tri- 
tion. No man shall raigne with him, but 
a one as is crucifyed + That , in fine the 
Wd may know , that forasmuch as he ſerres 
king dome ar lo bigha rate, it is no ordina- 
«ce , bur moſt aboundart in treaſures, and 
hrs , fince God himlſelfe is the glory the- 
and chat they may reſolue wiith freshgou- 
to deſpiſe all rraofirory guſt , and ro en- 
, Ki 4 Croſles. 
oy '' would your lad have our = 
eed cowardes you, bg, a hee. is 
111 be ſure ro proceede, with his beloued | 
dren > What Kit you haue bim doe, = 
you as his Father treated him? Atmy Fan. 
| wenees doe I lone you ,'{aith par led.” 
ow, ins man wwe") wet 


A _ 


— p ” PI 
= - 4 g a4 v . 4 % 
A —_ - 
- & - - 
V 3. : 
q 4 _ a 


— — 
o - . 
PX 4 $ o 


ſuch a Sonve,, he will patienely endulf@hi$1 
condition , hoy: sharpe ſocuer it may it 
{ Madam . ger” 1g 7 yert a while , 'Or 
| cempeſt will p &, & you will retoyce , that 

had it, to paſſe through. Bow downe that nee 
| of yours, tothe will of your heauenly Fat 

far fo did Ieſws Chriſt our lord ,) when they pa 
that rope ouer- hishead\. which cuen flea@ 
necke,and heb, the while, held his peace, by 
with his harte, anJ with his congue, thro 
the'pbedience- which he carryed to his Fatl 
What doth that hard halrer, vpon ſ{odelican 
necke* and that heauy croiſe, vpon thoſe w 
| ke,' and weary shoulders , # bh to'v$3; 
chat wee muſt bee obedient in ſuffering a 
tions, though they should euen'defeate vs, 2 
pluck our yery hartes our of our bodyes? - 8 
| Jeis notiuſt nor fitt, that your ladyshipsho 
take ypon you todiſpoſc of your owne lite 
ro Chooſe , & ſay, This 1 will, and that othe 
will not, doe or bane; {ince you haue offered 
your ſelfe ſo often, asthe true flaue of: ourle 
ro-the- accomplishment of eucry inclinatiot 
| iis holy will, For itis againſt all reaſon , dl 
' now you Should. ynſay that in. yourafflicty 
which formerly you affirmed in time of pea 
Nor muſt you be likethat counterfetted kt 
of freind , who in time of proſperity, is we 
| to make many offers, but when they wal 
bring him to performance, he vnſayes hinal 
| , Wotbe to them, {ayth che {cripture, why | 
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7 chm . a= | 
'S' Pea CHnrD the —_. as 
> would no longer beare their burdens. 
n, Che [uſt man lioce by fayth, and oar lord |. 
ona though yt 4); y'5 in fine , be 
s that be will come» But if a man haue a 
, Which goeth too faſt, and if the time 
too longe, before God giue the remedy,” 
pul then be ſayd to. bim, which is in Eſay: * 
 beleines , "54 bum not be 100 baſty ; but lett 
Lace bis felicity in longanimity,as S. Gere ſayth., 
adam , our lord will come and comfort 
V The (ea is all in rumult, and the waues 
edes drowne the ship: and our lordis in a 
and ſleepe; like one who throwes aſtone, 
tien hides his hand: or whoſtrikes,& flyes 
e, who rayſed the tempeſt, & rheninſtan- 
yd bimſel etoſlcepe. It ishe and noother, | 
hath deſigned your ladyshipto cheſetribu- 
. It is he who affliRtes, and woundes, and 
it himnothing can bedone. And he who |. 
fowne ſo well, how to ſtrike, and hath 
fo diligent to Mi, i is now fallena 
rt are ſecking remedy at his ha 
ie more they begg comfort of him, the 
he doth foretimes enctea(c di comfort. 
yet, notwithſtanding all chis, he will have | 
elle 2 lively fayth , which , in'all-rhefe |: 
ies, muſt not fayle vs. Andif wee hauenot / 
pth , wee shall be ſute, that when hewa- | 
ne will reproug vs, and ſay : 6 no | 
pra tha, S. 
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F You waxds my ko 5 
our Lord wi Have ove fy Nor dee , 

| may enable vs to , in bimzhe 

how well tryed, fed even chrd 4 
very-fire, For as chaſtity is cryed by thet eng 
tations which are contrary thereupto; z 
| mility is-.etyed by hone: EY | 
' fictions; end charity by rendring -gc 

cnill ; ſo is faith and confidence; made &i 
when God ſendes ſuch: aduerſities,as may 

| tO putt Men in @ manner, euen out of 
witts;zand when he, thewhile hides bimle 
and Gexies to add to them ſo much. the m 

| as he is the more deſired todiminiſh chem || 
Even by this pace-wee mult paſle,, ifw 


will heare this worde fromour Lord's ine 
O woman great is thy faith, ]n this matc | 
wraſtling, muſt wee ouercome.., if wee. 
Lages to the name, andcrowne of ſuch 
Foppinty , and cruly: fairhfull, And # 
mult accept of ſcourges, which may li 
euen.to the very ſoule ; and yet. ween | 
lejuerhat they are embracements of great, Al 
tender-loue, | 
In this which exteriourl may Fi al 
the wrath of Gad; wee beleiue his$ 
Rana to. be moſt peaceable , and his. & 
towards vs, nor muſt wee!) 
{gs Hogemr torhe of fleſh & blo 
according ro faith, which ouercomes] 
.all ſuch carts: This-; lates 
which makes. 
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Ki om puny favminefle rome 
ke God: And by thus: judging, but 
Ib in hit ; ir growes wiſt beyond the | 
ume of the whole world; For 1& hitty 
lef es to know , and pleaſe God , not 
jis eyes , but ler bimuby with hu- 
; and rior {iſte his aidgments 146d char 
hall arrive to true knowledye : : and Shatl 
at our lord of powet , is entirely Fiveete 
deg his ſeruants : and doth then endve | 
wich As reareſt bleflings , whentothe 
loud, goa: bee moſt to 
RO err, p- indyakt 
s now long agoe ce 
ong = ty es, wes 
t it is how, that you $hould eſpecially 
| ow theſe delicare warbling notes, arc 
ſed in theſe tunes of trouble. Your be- 
pokes vpon you, and takes carevf you: 
you alſo ypott him , and<vorffide, *n ſuth 
of rare, Ne is your Farber, though he 
pe you : be you his Tanphrer ; in recering 
t cry armctes an <a giyiy: = 
is. And 1 m mue 
the Fs let it bb winged, by 
ring dhe hat from whence Ic comes, 
mr he is : und he fours you tore, 
; is deloueld by you, He rotrects.you 
:& dot you alfortetiue it with loue, 
ſb-you nly anfivere our bord inthe ſame 
{ wherein he 1 key; Hl hath & niindeto! 
you by fire: do & y of from the Ctus | B 
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ins ins t9 become pure from the vndle 

of earth, which is ones owpe will, and w 

| xo bee, broken in pieces ; then to be wh 

ay” hs 

- Sing youthus toourlord, 4 bob 

hart and tho baſs viſited mee by night - tbow haſh 

| mized mee withfre and thou baft not frend? 

| nes-4n'met, For. thus doth God purify bis! 

and he who is not proved , and purifyed' 

-is noeSonne , and shall be noe heire of his, 

 foras much as it is now, ſoe lovg atime; 

| your ladyship hath ſoe fayre euidence ,! 
ou are borne to-inheritt; procure you to! 

with readines, that rent charge wha 

vpon your land.” This inheritance is ve 

| and glorious, butthe heires thereof muſt 

| uch4ribulation inthis world, They aret 

vatyed, and taken of from the Croſſe heere,w 

they goe vpto raigne there: and men ml 

.thiak of goeing from one pleaſure, to ang 

"Thebulls which are of a generous kind gd 
darted , and wounded , our of the Plate; 

| ſuch as are baſe and cowardly ,recournehal 

in whole skinnes. Luſt ſoe is the good Chrilik 

who is to'be pierced on all fides, And v 

| *ycants, and executioners are wanting , 

shall haue enough to ſuffer , in theyre onlſf 

houſes, by theyre children, theyre bulb 

and theyre freyndes , who. will by. ce 

{weere, and and-fmooth wayes, torment Wh - 
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putt him tomore payne, 

thoſe vifble executioners; and this was 
xecutioner of his bleſſed Mother aloe, 
f as many ele, as God hath had. EF would 
your ladyship prepare your headto be cury 
dyour fare co be totmiented by this exe- 


ner ; and you muſt procure to fight ſtoy- | 
n the preſence of God, and of all his eaz- 
(court, ſince ſuch an excellente Crowne | 
xy is prepared for you; Our lord, who 


you this tribulation', knowes the rimeF 
| is moſt fitt for comforre;; and hegwill | 
irfor you, when ir shall-be befty Jn the | 
time I beſeech him to giue yeurTadyship 
, and to remayne with you for euer, 
| 
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A Letter Af the Autheur ta « Religious wan 
who wes bis ghoſtly childe, Of themercy 
God shewes 10 Such ag he calles to Re igior } 
of the exercices and obligation of « Relig 
woman. ; 


' Szavant of Igsvs Curnisr 


| I Haue beene thinking ſometimes, wh 
our lord might noterethis haue taken you 
 ofthislife, togiue you the fruition of hin) 

' For to be alive and to remaine (oc long wi 
letting te know how your ſoule doth, ie 
tome a kindof incredible thing. Though! 
bezrue, that our loxd ſometimes, giues {| 
for gjeat feeling of himſelfe , that it re 
bers nathing'els becauſe it is wholy cinp 
ypon him, who is «ll(bsnges. I beſeech his| 
nes, that this may haue beene the cauſe g 
filence. For then, I shall noronely,not com 
ne, burgreatly reioyce, For what othertl 
canl foe well defirefor your ſoule,whith 
lord, I loue; asto ſee it all employed, in lo 
andin being beloued by him, This is the et 
all the paines which he hath taken with 
ſoule, and of all the farours which be hatl 
ſtowed vpon ir. 2 


= Tell me, O ſpouſe of Chriſt our lord, | 
| | 9. } you dor. Doe youlouchim much, and do 
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| ſt,'i your bſome? is your heart | | 
\wounded, with the care you haye,ro Keepe 
»ntent; and to ſeekehis haly will, though 
pi contradiction of your owne? For chough | 
love of aur lord, berhe igy;and (olaceofo 
; yer onthe othiet Hide, it ſuffers rhenrn, 
woſe;buthke a concinuall pi rre, is follic- | 
"I #©d vrging them n, chat (oe caery day 
"Wy may pleafe hit whoms they loue, more and 
are. For this reaſonthis loge, is comparedto | 
Mt, which neveris arreſt ; bur the linely flame 
aMrcof, is cuerworking , and ſtriging ypward, 
$ love, will hate nothingto doe with flacke- 
tor knowes it, how totake any reſt, but 
ar lord. Andthisis thi loxe, of a Loyal ſpow- 
ſhich, itis reaſonthatyoube, in ww by rad 
c you are ſocin profeſiton; & ſince , you hane 
ward vocation, to put thatin praiſe, to | 
th you were called, g x} 
Doe nor forgett the day, on which you offer- 
our ſelfero your ſpouſe, by the hand of your 
gt, Nor that other day , when your ſpouſe 
feyed his hand, into your heart , making 
vnderſtand both your ſelfe, and him. He 
tin your ſoule,, let lighrbe mage: and then all 
kenes , and forrow fled away : and now, 
She who fees the lightof heauen, you liue 
by , becauſe you kriow which way you may 
without danger of falling, For if you be 
tfull to Keepe thoſe dayes in mind, you will 
\ that by the former of them , you wete 
undto lodge yourloue vpon gur lord after a 
| T5 


p 7 "TR _ SPIR 1 TV A —— K. al 
———] very particular manner, becauſe the cont 
of marriage obliges either partie , to louet 
| other, And on the ſecond day ourlord ſhew 
the loue which he bore to you; and be ga 
you ſtrength t0.PA according,to your we; 
nes, tbe loue winch youoweto him, Foty 
haye you out of your owne ſtocks, bur obly 
tions? and what meanes haue you to pay i 
thing towards the comjng.,outof debr ;.yg 
being a poore ingaged creature. who inds 
£1725 fi be eucr e t in priſon , 1 wiſerie, 
| 1» chaynes , as Dazid ſaith, But.the rich. 
Chyift , hath giuen-you the plentytof his gra 
whereby you may know and loue him,, 3 
may ouercome your contraries.;\and ply 
.| downe that ſtrong Golias; which is the Deu 
* 423 "2 ; k 
who þiddes batraille againſt allſuch., as relgl 
to ſerue Chriſt our Lord. Fo " 
| Iris notreaſon, Ifay, it is notreaſon, th 
you ſhould forgett what-you owe, norhe 
God hath enabled you to pay. And forth 
which God hath given you, you are much 
more bound to ſerue him, For to be arcligi 
woman is the codition of many ; bux to recel 
| foe particular lights, and fauours from heaud 
wherewith a out lord, is the caſe of fej 
Ahrabam , beſtowed guifts , euen yponth 
children which hee had by lefſe principi 
| wiues ;'but he left his inheritance , andelh 
ze , to the lawfull fonne of that wife of Þ 
{ who was moſt beloned; that wee may _v 
| 1derſtand thereby the difference of the gul 
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| 
| 
dd, which hee-imparteth, in chis.life , co. | | 
tal pecſons. fs 6 WOO SEU 4 

Our lord be thanked , for that your lines, 
tres , are fallen mto the beſt ground; foral- 
has grace was giuen/yow , whereby to. 
& you chaunge/your ſtate of life, and to 
ile the world with your whole heart, and 

piſe alſo your ſelfe ; and to: obey the ſupe- 
It, of your Monaſtery, as your mother, and 
*all your fiſters, and Almighty God, 
then the very: apples of your eyes. This 
thac czleſtiall fagour /,, which was done 
, that you might be ' rich , 'and well ſup-- 
with all thinges neceſlary,, in Chriſt. oug 
ccrucified., and from thence comes this 
hopefull and: happy change , which you 
Emade, in che manner of your life, and that 
bble beauty ; wherewith your ſoule is cn- 
Js , \ 

dd what now remaines , but that you be 
lone, who-bath acquired great worldly ri--| 
,and who inſtantly entertaines ſeruants, to 
eit. Andſoe you muſt be carefull, ro keepe 
which our lord hath giuenyou , leaſt els 
{oule tune beggar, #0 ichath beene foe 
bz which-is a kind: of life ;- of more affli- 
h and preife , then theirs, whoe neuer 
Ww what belonged to riches. Remember 
t your ſpouſe ſaith! ; and conceiue that he 

it to you, as indeed he, doth , Now thou 
Whole , ſoe thou fue nve more, leaſt a worſe 

happen to thee, Lrige with a holy doubt, 
—_ "a 


| 


and care, how you may keepe that (afe, avi 

our lord hath giyen you; and how yet w: 

" [yourmay' ine fic ether talents, tothe HOY 
haue; and whethes or noe you bane | 

Lampe, and thatſuch.,, as may bce able 

$691 yeares. And-till the very. houxe "of ol 

death , let this-worde ſound] in your cat 

"4 Bebold 3 By ſpanſecomes, 2oe farth to.mueete him 

| þ if you lige with this care, you will ſtill-be we 

employed , and you will not have leaſuro'n 

calt y es. ypon. any thing of this life. | 

' | this alone ſuffices to giue vs.enougb " hinkeſ 
[ypon yea and:to grow weake wi | 
The holy ſcripture ſaich , that Na 

is ; enough” ta breake our lleepcs. And Fin 

hauenot this cre , I shalbe full of ſorrow fo 

it, For by the want thereof, vanity and 

fity doe freight cater in , and-as many-t 

of "the lives of others , as they maice whoti 

[noe heede- to: their owne. And ſos by hi 

and lire , a ſoule growes to be ſeauen ti 

\ | worſe, then i it was before. 

I expect nogto recciue ſuch fruites, an 

| full of bicternelfe. at your charicable | 

| but rather the rites of benediftion , b 

| ſ{weetnes ; like 4 tree which # planted neare 

| ireames- of water ; which, with the ; 

and with: the fruite, oiues that man a gla 

heart, who rooke care thereof. But yer ib 

humane frailty , you be fallen into any neg 

gence , as ir happens ſometimes : ſee chat i 

BLY you wake , and breake of char fey 
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iſt it proue muriall to you. And beg pardon 
our lord, who is full of mercy, and benigni- | 
; For though he be angry with the defectes of 
cþ as haue already knowne him , and will 
nish them yet he drives not away his chil-. 
en: and he gives them: corretion, potwith 
gy, bur with the rod of a Father. Goe you |. 
rcefore inſtantly to him , though you Know | 
; have offended him , for perhaps hee may | 
te Shewed you his anger,to the end that yow 

lould remoue ic from him, by your humiliry, 
2nd purpoſe of amendment. Hewill inſtantly 
>Fbcgiuc you, and ſometimes he impartes parti- 
Falar fauours, euenas if-it were in recompence | 
four carcleſſencs, 1 
Take heed you grow nor iff, and fixedinte- | 
dicy , for this is a diſeaſe very hardly cured. 
d yer, onthe other (ide, you muſt notbedi{- 
ayed , if you be not alwayes in {oe great fer» 
was werefit, For you are buta woman, and 
de Angell : you are but weake, and notin- 
wed with much ftrength. The greateſt cour- 
y you can doe your greateſtenemy, is to re- 
dinefallen., in the way (as ſome cripple mighe 
ina flough of mire) withthe bones as it were, 
Wtyour ſoule broken through diſtruſt, as if now | 
you had noe more to doe, with che buſines of | 
tting vp to heauen, 

Our lord's pleaſure is, that you shouldthin- 
hizhly of his goodnes © and that he drives 

lem notaway, wha knowing their owne wea- 

hes, goe, and ſceke for ſtrengrh, andremedy at 
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1 all che force you haue. And if hitherto you have} 


| kis hands And indeed our pride is {oe yery gred 
tharfor the cure thereof , he lettes vs fall many} 
times, to the committing of theſe. yery things] 
which had formerly beene very farre from ys, | 
| that ſoc being fallen, we 'may riſc againe, Ar 
then, knowing by experience , what kinde of 
thinges we are,'we grow to than ke ourlord,for 
that which he is to vs, and from that time for«f 
| ward, wedeſpiſcour ſelues, & we begin to live} 
with greater doubt, and care, and feare : leaſt] 
we happen to looſe that , a ſecond time, which: 
had beene loſt by vs, once before, a 
Thug doth our moſt wiſe phifitian, and moſt WF 
loning father, draw our cure, out of our very (i 
woundes themſelues; andlife, out of our death, Ws 
and heshewes his goodnes, by our wickednes, 
And though we fight ſometimes, againſt hin, 
with the» weapons of finne , which gtnes hu 
prouocation , yet his goodnes ſteps out likeaþ 
, CORUqUErAUT , and impartes a thouſand millions 
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of benefitsto vs. Fr 
ſure therefore, that you ſerue this lord, with 


* 


done ſoe, giue him thankes for it , and if you} 
hawe Failed theteof , ſee you retourne to himyF 
with shame, and firme purpoſe of amendment;| 
Comfort your ſelfalſo =E the holy Sacraments] 
of the Church , they beeing the remedies which} 
hehathleft. Andpur your ſelfc into anew way, 
and now, atlaſt, learne to trip noe more ypoti} 
that, at which you ſtumbled moſt before, Soeh 


| that you may be of their number , of whome. 
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Paul ſaith thai all thinges cooperate 40 te zood of 
w, who loue God. For howſcener they may fall they 
wot bryyſed to death , becauſe our lord conueyes his 
pd viider them , to receive them. In the middeſt of 
el: chinges, I beſcech you, call my miſcries ro 

ad,, that, you may obtaine:mercy for me of 
t lord, And deliver my ſalutationsto alltho(e 
4 ons. in-your houſe, who ſerue our lord, 1 
leech him tq be your Xtcroall love, Amen, 


OUR ACRE ROUT RYLRERERCAURYRG 

Ml Letter of the Author to a freind of his , whome 

Ged had calied tolegd a ſpiritual life , by 
| meanes of hu preaching. 

O thaſe many obligations into which'you 
Eli me by your letters, I anſwearelate,and 
And though I be confounded therewith, yer 
pe Chriſt our lord hath given. you ſome lit- 
crumme, of C'varity, Now the- firſt condi- 
f thereof, is (by theteſtiniony of bim-who' | 
d ſtore of it, and who knew-it well ) Lia 
liens eft , That it is patient, I beſeech- that 1m-| r;. 
enfe fountaltie of Charity ;; to encreaſe it in. 
py, till you be enabled thereby , cuen to lay 
Wne your, life, for your enemyes , as os 
tlord layd downe his for ys. ' | 

[ou complayne of: dryneſſe i in denotion june 
I tonceiue you ſpeake it not , by way of 
playnt, bur onely , as relating to one who!| 
K+ you, the diſpoſition wherein, you finde, 
x foule. And I Gy 2 that lo looge as this: 
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[ro vs, and to vnty vs fromour ſelues, and to 


_ [owneeyes, | | 


low on , according to that ſtrength, which 


and in this doth your ſafety conſiſt, And as 


drynes reaches not to weaken your deluey 
vertue it is noe ſuch thing, as ought to putt yay 
to much payne. For that which is queſtione, 
thereby, is but the loſle of acertaine ſweetenes, 
inthe things of God, though yer this is wang 
to be a ſpurre, to make ſuch men quit thenys 
ſelues, and ro fly faſter on towards our Lord, 
who knowe how to make righr 'vſe thereof 
And becauſe I deſire all good ro you, whethe 
it bein much, or little; I with that you wer 
endewed , with a Loxe of God , which wee 
borh ſtrong , and wiſe , and ſweere alſo , fince 1 
loue with all theſe qualities, isdue to him, to 
whome wee owe our lowe. But yet, if he ims 
part that loucalone , which is ſtrong, and wiſe 
it will be, becauſe he intends todoe vs othe 
ſecret fauours, bymeanes which are ynknowe 


exerciſe our yertue , whereof there will bee 


by + + 
=_ neede , for' a man whoe treates with 
him , who is infinitly wiſe and doth exttes 


\mely like , that noe man ſhould beſo in Us 


Your care muſt therefore bee to fol 


our Lord giues yow ; for his-grace , will 

not faile, And yow mult giue Fim than*Wcc.4. 
Kes , boch for that which yow vnderſtand} 
and for that alſo which you vnderſtand notj 


you-grow elfer , and to, have more expers 


"ence , of the very little. which any man_j 
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EPISTLES. Ep. 46. 285 | 
to doe , towardes the contriuing of | 
wigs , how ſmall ſocuer they may bee; you 
ill be confirmed more., and more, in the 
pod cuſtome, which you beginne to take, .| 
bould your peace. And you will war's: 
at a bulines will then be well dilpatched, 
yhen wee ſpeake at lardge with God , and 
a lictle with men; 
This ignorancy of ours, is an vnſpeakea- 
6 kinde of thing; and ſoe is our ſetting our 
flues out , andour ignorant Kkinde of zeale, 
o doe good, And wee haue much, and much 
(doe, to belciue it , till wee have bought this 
zowledge , vpontheprice of many errours, 
hich wee ſhall haue committed, For wee 
herit , from our firſt parents , a certaine (ly, 
jd ſecrett deſire , of a kinde of divinity , 
hich cannot be ſought without thefr, This 
akes vs imitate our firſt fathers , therein; 
ad to denie that things may bedone , how, 
ad when wee liſt ; with certaine other deepe, 
dd moſt ſecret rootes of pride , which are 
eter to bee diſcouered, without light from 
eauen; and this cannot be obtayned, with- 
ut'much Prayer. : 
As for the particular of thoſe ſonles, 
which you defire to reduce; I tell you, as 1 
t before, that you mult cordially recommend 
Wie bulines to our Lord, and hope well that 
ou Shall haue good ſucceſle. And be you not 
toubled , or afflicted, fince you know, that 
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bu haye 2 father'in beauen , who calls you 
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' towards him, and he will be your guide, inthe 
way. Spend your tyme, at the preſent, the bel 
you can, and as for the future , doe not vex@ 
| your ſeife ; but make account that nothing, F 
bur your owne negligence , cann take Godf 
from you. Fight therefore, againſt this n&} 
zlrgence ; & if you ouercome it, you will finde} 
by experience, that the Exchaunge or Burſe 
is a very Cell to you ; and , that buſes is but} 
as a River , which may ſerue to walb you. 
cleane, þ 
. The way , wherein God hath placed you 
requires that more diligence bee vſed then} 
that which your letter ſayth you vſe, concer=| 
ning the conſtancy of your deuotions, Anil 
if I were with you , I could tell yowof ſtrauns 
ge things which haue happened to men , whe 
had beene flacke in performing their goo# 
[ exerciſes, Whereby you might perceiue, rhat 
our Lord eſteemes itnor as any ſmall infirmityz} 
for a man to be a Lunatickr ; ſometymes docing 
his duty, and ſomerytnes, not. A cleare figneif 
is, of a ſoule in ſubieion to ſcltewill,to doe 
a thing. when' the humour ferues , and after- 
ward, ypon mere humour, to lett it alone, And 
foraſmuch as ſuch men want the abnegation of: 
themſelaes , they are in fault, both when they; 
ceaſe from doeing any thing ; apd foe are 
they alſoc , when they doe it ; becauſe 
'they live, butt in themſelues. And the pu: 
riſhment-/, ' which our Lord infliftes ypows 
| theſe. men -, is, that hee is not liberall of 
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aſelfe ro them , when they deſire it; beeau- | | 
they are not Hberall of themſcluesto.him; |, 
en he requires it. We@muſt therefore be 
te, to aske pardon , for the little conftan- 
which wee haue vſed,, in the ſeruice gf our 
prd ; and to reforme ourſelues with an entire | 
fenatren into bis hands , concerning theſue-., 
fſe of our endeauours , whether they be mo-' 
, or leſle. : 
Take courage once to looſe your fſelfe, 
the loue of our Lord ; obeyng that which |. 
tcommaunds; and neuerlooke, vpon what | 
to follow ypon it.” For whether iebe drynes;, 
f denotton , it Cannot faile to be a fauour, 
ce it is ſure to be the pleaſure of our Lord. | 
xd by how much the more , you ſhall be 
le to live towards the contenting of him; 
d to be dead towards the ſecking of your 
ne contentment, ſoc much the more happy 
all you be.- Spend nox time at all, in thin- 
bg whether ic were beſt, to. accept , or'els 
fuſe , that buſines, whereof they wrott/to 
u”, that without doubt it weuld be done. For | 
is the &gne , of a bart not delivered yp. 
ecolletion, and which eaſily is induced 
looſe the preſent tyme , with care of rhe 
we. Forget ir ; and beſeech our Lord, that | 
hay not proue atemptationto you; ſince he 
wes your weaknes. = 
And live without perplexity, or afflic- f 
n of minde , ſolemnizing ſuch a Feaſt to|. | 
Lord, as that your hart beein  asked, | | 
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"What care 11 badbgtmay an{wearcyou , neuth 
] all, bat onely thatyl may be joe happy , 4s to git 
 this-tatle tyme- , tolg Lord, All that ſwarus 
from this , is not ſound , wharſocuer coplexiai 
it may carry, 15 4 
| And heecre.it cones fittly in, to. weight le 
what it is . to bee changing from one thing to h ; 's 
ther. £11 thoſe art effects of a heart which gli 
bur lack, and not imployed abourthat, whe 
| þreunto it was called; which1s;« continnell 1n1g] 
| conrſe. with our Lord ; who lookes vpon ith 
cucry moment of tyme ; anddefires it to look 
as often towardes him, and to open it {elf wy 
him , becauſe indeede; it is bis owne : and wil 
deny it ſelf to all that, which is not God: Ji 
| O baſe abhominable man}, in whoſe hy 
God deſires to repoſe, and togiueit reſt ; andy 
| the man goes labouring beere, and there; at 
God ney %. Ph the while, that to the end he m 
findereſt, hemuſtenrer into bimſelfe,and 1 
dye there to himſelf and that ſo, he ſhall fir 
| his cruefafety, & life; and that a certaineSum 
thall then riſe to him, which will diſcharge 
thoſe former clouds , and ſorrowes , & he tha 
'come to vnderſtand eertaine things, whered 
he knowes nothing yer. | 
. Humility , and diligenceare needfull hrey 
| | for the keeping of our harrs ſhutt vp, And 
| Lord dyed for this , that wee might has 
ſtrength ro dye to our: feives for his ſake, &£ 
keepe ourhatrs .recolle&ted. Chriſt our Lore 
[be-veur liobe. Bur. take you heed of bei 
4 : de(trou 
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jus to knowe thin gs coficernin Mencall-| | 
, more by ſpeculation, then bf or raQile.*| 

pur lord* , 1s the teacher of "Ay CT | 
ſe, & fas, « prudentibw': he hides both 


| Cl and his ſecrets, from all ſuch, asare but 
| eld wiſe. 


| 


_ | 
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Lerter of the Authour to'4 4 Candlli ter | 
Wbome hee ſought tocarry on tothe 
| fate of Religion. 


= | TY 
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, Heſe great flhes are bard tobe taken, and | 


z 


'man had neede make many turnes with 

vP and downe the riuer, tillthey be wea-: 

t foe through the little ſtrength they ha- 

the hooke may quiettly fetch them vp, | 

therefore wee muſt not meruaile; if, our |. 

giue you foe many knockes; contradicting 
which you hadformerly in your thoughe, 
Gefire. And the cauſe of all I conceiue 

zrdoubt, to be your owne proper will and |. 

nt; which be hard thinges if {ibdve, and. 
my to-rebell. Wee haue need that our 
»uld * tire them out, with a multitude of 

s, and should kill them, to the end that 

be nay noe longerliue in you , but-thar we |. 

continue in the faith of our lord, and in 

to his boly will : I would have 
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- | vnderſtand whatthis curbe meanes, and th 

tokens of reproofe , which our lord hey 

you. For as he u prayſed , who # an meelligent 

want, andgrowes dccepiable to owr lord there 

is he diſcommended,” whoe ynderſtandes pate, 

Ifay not onely the wordes, but the correQionf”” 

:alſo of our lord, _ 
You muſt concciue , that there is nothin 

which imporres you ſoe much, as to be vny 

from'your owne opinion , and concert ; and of 

'Omnts ſapientia tua denorata ſit , vi fic clames 

Deum , & de-neceſſiuatibus tus liberet te. That 

;your wiſedome is-at a vor plus , and that | 

cricing outto God , he may deliuer you out 

your neceſlityes, For what 1dolatry is more 

tudiciall, then that a man should relye vpor 

owne opinion? And what mariage is foe mg 

ſtrous , as for a manto be married to his oy 

'will2 ſuchfearfull and abominable monſters tl 

from hence, as that they precipitate him wik 

breeds them into the very bottomles pirofh 

If you beleiue not me, doe but take order, t 

4 man may notfollow his owne opinion, and 

loue his owne will, and then I will ynderral 

that there shalbe noe hell for bim, You n 

therefore offer your ſelfe , as a piece of 

into the handes of that ſouctaigne Potter ; # 

ſay thatto him, which is wricen Frfor nofier 

nos vero lutum. Thou art onr framer , and we ati 

' better then & piece of clay. Reſolue that to belle 

beſt,, which is contraty, ro your owne wil; 

For ſoill affected is our will, that for the 60; 
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bo ; why a thing is much deſired, a man TY 
r fafely apprehend , and doubt , that iris | 
SW#good. For that whichpleaſerh it,, is ill; '& | 
Mar confidence can he thery repoſe therein, | 
"F-Haue great care to confider , of the way, 
Whercia God guides you; for you shalt be ealled 1 
80 account thereof; And when you bauelear- || 
this ſcience, you shalbe wiſc, in the ſight of ] 
d. Yow mtuſt be enamouted of riotfiing/ vn-'] 
heauen' (how pretious ſoeuer ic may ſeeme)+| 
tonely with ſeeking the good pleaſure of | 
L And if it should ſoe hanoen ; that we | 


Met. 


| 


uld obraine noe part of that which we'par- 
lafly ſought : yer'thar very thing it ſelf "is 
he riches both of this world ; and of heauen;* 
Gods pleaſed thereby : andthe contentmer' 


I, is God himſelf: and he who louesit;16-J 
God, and he whoprofeſles itprofelfes God:' 
zoncerning thoſe cophaintes, whicl'you ate 
king againſt your ſelf, I well beleive, that | 
haue reaſon : fince you are a man, ah4hot 
in heauen. Andyoudocwellto reproue your 
e; for by this meanes thereproofe which dur 
dmakes of finners , may be remoued from / 
3 which reproofe of his , would be farre} 
aater,thE we know how toimagine.For who 
breach'to ynderſtand eyther theriches of the 
ddnes of God, or our faultes, and miſeries?I | 
leech our lord giue vs light from heanen, 
ere with to ſee theſe two Abyſſes, whichare | 
different ; that ſocEthe ſight of .our wicked- | 
diſmay vsnot bur that we may be c&forred ' _ 
HD F : T 2 "Ix 
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| by medicating ,ypon the goodnes of our lor 
Far. otherwife .the ſtouteſt gallanc vpon eanh 
might lay well enough, Cor menm dereliquit L 
Þ/a.z8. My hart hath failed. we ,.to ſee. ſge many debyylye 
j incurced. by him(elfe, both paſt,, and, preſent, lo 
clidesthe danger of ſuch as are to come... .. 
| T.kngw not what we. Should doe with this 
pierable thing, whic iis called Our ſelves ; nop}ſi 
why, we will.take Our ſelves tqriqut. owne, tf 1th 
ſtand charged with doeing what we: liſt. Lelffhre 
vs giue/ict to him, who will haye goodnes whe 
tolerate it , and wiſedome to condutands iy} 
.Agd certainely our lord would thereby val 
etgoethe weight, asa man may fay,of a hed ' Ivo 


W 


1d. voſutferable burden , if his loue weread yo 
ncomprehenfible, It:is a great belp trowardeil 
{ Puz (denying of our ſelues; when we collider 
hag, we-2re our, ow/necneatics : and our very 
| zing {0 milcrable;,may well ſerue to keepeÞ 
[: from being ſo coucroys , to enioy our ſelueg}{ 
nd co make vs caſt our ſelues away , and tur} 
he our ſelues out of houſe, whatſoeuer it colt} 
vs. And yet thetrdper of the diuine goodnes, 
| unes this ont in ourcares , that, David. go 
orth into the field, as being perſecuted withour 
| | any'faulc of his ; and that the poore people, whoſÞ 
' were much in debt , and ſuch as were in an-# 
guish, and birgernes of heart ,, ioyned themlſel- 
ues to him, Blefled be our lord. le/w , Amen: 
who is ſoe rich, and patient in goodnes ; that}f 
his father thought fir to truſt ſuch poore sheepeſſ 
as We are, in his handes.”"Bur that which is 
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amentable, is, that weare (oe bliade withall, , 

hat he, begging that we will be bis, and bin- 
elfding himſelfe to be ours vpon that condition, 
wafer woe woebe tovs) weltillceſoluc to ſeeke, 
[Oue noftra ſunt , non que leju Chriſis. Thoſe thinges 

4 | which are our owne ,. and not theſe things of Chriſt 
Wlhwr lord. And we will necdes poſleſſe our ſelues 
till , without any reaſon at all , but onely 
tfrbrough blinde affe&tion , and without once 
Freſoluing to trye , how ſweet, how iuſt, and 
how profitable a thing it is, to belong enti- 
Wfrely zo Chriſt our lord : and to walke in che 
eEway of his holy will. Chriſt ouc lord giue 
Wffou light in all , Amen : and be wholy with 
1 you. 
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A Letter of the Authour ta a great man. 
his freind who entred into the ſtate 


of-Religion i the Society 


of Teſus. 


Pains vnderſtood of the chaunge which 

you haue made,1 haue giuen many thapke 

to the immenſe bounty of our lord, who hab 
ſo earneſtly raught you, ſoe mercifully foundMWha 
you, and ſo powerfully. conducted you thither, Whe 
where without any impediment of other en-Ware 
ploymets, you may preſent him with your who-th 
| le hart, for a quiet & peaceable habitation, wheh"\ 
rein be may conuerſe,and take dclight, as hevſe lac 
to doe with his cle, Theſe are not fleight far 
uours ; nor mult wee paſſe them ouer , without 
particular acknowledgment, and pratitude. Fotiſh 
this, I hould to be that ſacrifice, which ourlo 
expreſlely requires, in recompence of his fauour! 

| and for want thereof , be hath deprived verlſhtc 
{ry many , of thoſe which formerly he had ime 
parted. A 


 Soe much more, muſt you hauea care of th I 
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ſes the fauour was greater * through the great / 


tl || 
{Ad therefore, as qur lord hath not performed 
Ralclicatt, in giuing you light, thar fo leauing 
{ol chings, yowmay goein purſuit of him, then 
be did, in fauour, of thethree Magi, whome he | 
Wcnabled by a arr, todoe che ſame: you muſt bee * 


Wſrare vpon the ground, acknowledging your 
Wuing him chankes , from the very bottome of 


h tering your ſelf as an euecrlaſting .preſent to 


I Wbeharh phaced him,in the rancke ofthem, who 
Fre moſt honoured in his houſe and all this, 


= What hart is there in the world , which would | 
Fort melt into tendernes, by the c6{ideration of 


fEldoubt had beene, whether God's mercy,or our 


' wi out , himſelfe takes vs by the band, like 
Wanorlier Lott : and drawes vs out oftheplace of 
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dangers which threatened you, by reaſon of the 
wenes of your perſon, & the many wmploy- 
ats which accompanyed you, in the world. 


luce, toadore God, & to ſpread your ſelf all-pro-. 

owne nothing, before that high Maieſty,and gi- 

your hart, for the fauour you haue receiued:and 
, Whoſe you are by ſo. many Titles, Asfor | 


I eſteemed it not for one of the leaſt , that he ' 
hath voutchſafed to ſeeke the loft childe andthar 


trough his owne onely goodnes. 


a fauout as this : to ſee himſelfe preuented 


ſuchia hand , and ſo asif the queſtion, and 


ſery should preuaile : but he hath mightily, & 
Mppilly ouercome. And not being contented 
to ſend vs meſſengers, both within, and from 


anger, vp the hill}, where wee may be ſaued. 
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Doe nc ace you forget this geting out * Fe ypt 3 
itisa certaine thjng , where many wonderfull 
| things of God are ſeene. And this de 
of ours , is not obrayned for vs, but = th 
bedding of the bloud of the lembe , which! 
nath cryed out, before the Father, with delt- 
re that it may 'bee a plycd to our fouls, 
Cleanſing them from all earthly appetites, ; 
conſecrating them wholly |, to the Jefire 
his diuine love, Chriſt our Lord hath beeng\ſ 
heard, whileſt he was praying for you, as weelWP" 
may very well beleiue ; Giuing chis fone te 
his Father , thatſo, of vile, and baſe, he may] 
| make it pretious ; ; and that it may bee lore: and 
worne in the head of Chriſt our Lord , 
fruite of thoſe great afflictions , which el we 
endured , for the good of ſoules. Great was " 
that warre, and hee conquered therein; forteſſ | 
giues ſoules to his Father , who may runne 
after him, and adore him; vt, vin&is manbw 
poſt illum cavrant, li. 
Prepare your ſelfe to receiue our Lord{| 
ſince you are redeemed by him : you are | 
ready belonging to him : you are the ſpeytes\ſ 3 
of his victory , a piece of lande you are: 
which is come to him by lott , that he may{{{K* 
cultiuate, and water it, and make irfruirfull.|ſſ or 
O how happy are you, "if you can bur valew|| 
your owne happynes , and conſider from{|F* 


whome , and through whome , it hath -"ſo 
ceeded, " Beſeech him , that fince he ath| Ic 


T 


done you ſoc much favour , wirhour all de et 


2a 
\ - _— 
_ 


CARES. a 
Sg EPTISTEES. -p.28, 207 | 

t of yours ; his goodnes,, may neuer per- 

tt, thac your hart ſhould ſerue any bur him; 

r your cyes behould any other beauty, then 

e beauty of God, who hath beene ſo good 
you, A great burden it is , whicttherein, 

ey haue Layd vpon you , in exchaunge of 

fle many other burdens , whereof rhey 
eaſed you, For now, you are growtie a 
epe debtor , of a molt protound, internall | 

; and of diligent ſ{eruice, to that Lord, 

pho hath eaſed you of allthoſe other obliga-" 
ons : and zen yow the ſperde , of a ſhag Wihes 
yiliewich to 20nne in bis wayes. Thinke you -vpon. 
{{Fihis , and bee thankfull for this. And flince 
a\jou arc as poore , tow ards paying ,. as you 
eſwere vnworthy rowards receiuing; you ſhall | 
ﬀ| make an a&t of renounciation of all your 
eſfigoods , into the hands of our Lord. Beſee- 
el thing him,that he will accept you ail . forhis; 
Jl bs ſoe take you vpon his owne accompt, to 
[rue himſcife of you, according to his owne 
\Egaſt ; and defiring that he will diſpoſe of you, 

88 ſhall pleaſe him beſt. 


4 


3 


Sto a ſoule to which our Lord is already {pea- 
ting. For to ſuch ſoules , all humane &if- 
courſc is accounted tedious, and troubleſome, 

id it hath reaſon to be ſoc. But the toy, 
Whych , in our Lord , I haveconccined; and; j 
lhe commandment which you ſent , that 1| 

Enould write , haue beene the reaſons of this | 

trer.. I beſecch that ſoucraines goodnes, 
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' -| waich hath already vouchſafed you ſoemy 

- | fauour; that, to his owne eternall glory (h 

may finish the good worke which ir hat 
begunne. | 

You ſec in what fashion Iam talking toyoy 

I haue layd aſide thoſe Tides of honour , ani 

rancke , which, according to the ſtile of th 

world, (now forſaken by you ) belonged 

your quality. And I write, as to one, whoj 

already eſtranged wholly from the world; 

in foe playne a manner, as is conuenient to 

domeſtick ſeruant of Chriſt our lord, and as 

fitt for the In{{1rure whereof you are.. And find 

your ſelfe deſired ir , and I haue obeyed youiy 

it; be carefull, chat, now when you haue al 

horred the T ytles of this world , you may allo 
abhorre the affetiong thereof; and that nowW 

| you may paſſe wholly on, into that age , «Wl 

ius pater Coriſtus eſt , whoſe father is Chriſt 6 

lord. Which conſiſts not ſoe much , in whe! 

ther the time, be preſent or futwre , as itt doth! 

in Spiritt , which cometh after flech, For a 

| the Apoſtle ſaith , non prizs quod ſpiritualt V1 

ſed quod antmale , That u not firſt which is fps 

rituall ; . but that which is animal, And there 1 

fore the ſpiricuall is called , ſeculum futurum 6 

future age. 2 
| Soe much the more care muſt you take ot 
this, as it will be more hard for you , to 

| doc it, ſince he who hath moſt to leaue, doth 

it with moſt. difficulty. And the man who' 
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moſt impediments, is leaſt able to runne | 
7 away. And this is the good which 
# octt,, who are the great men of this 
i , though they come not toknowe it, 
they putt . £2 ro runne,after oxhers, 
o are before them, And then the taſter 
runnes , the more he ſhall feele it. And 
his owne experience. he will be able to vn- 
wild himſcite,in that which the world belei- 
Namely, !hat r! 15 better to be great,then meane, 
d poore. And ſoc I beleive, it hath happened | 
Lyon, if indeede you haue begun to follow 
hriſt our Lord; or at lcaſt will finde it, when 

Shou ſhall begin. 
© The thing which muſt comfortyou herein, 
ps this, That , ſince our Lord vouchſafed to 
Fake you for his ſeruavt, when you were moſt 
aoward, & vncapable thereof, hee will giue 
v greater ſtrength, wherewith to ſerue him 
bow , then hee would have giuen to another, 
ho had not beene ſoe incapable. And foe 
uſt you repreſent your ſelfe before our Lord, 
}vho hath. called , and accepted you ; beſee- 
Sing him , that howſoeuer it may putt you 
© more payne, and ſhame, he will yet beſtow 
Mat vpon you , whereby you may ſerue him 
much , ſince you owe him much. And con- 
Wer your felfe , as a perſon who bringes but 
oFlalfe that meanes , wherewith to negotiate 
his buſines , which another bringes. And 


0 po en: for i]l 'eryploying eucn your 


ocke , but yet with giuing thankes ! 
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to our liberall lord , whoſe workes are gre 
{towards his poore creatures. That foe liah 
| with feare, andrtrembling, to ſee your ſelfef 
vaworthy of ſuch a place , there may growl 
from. thence , a due reuerence, to all youlſs 
neighbours; carrying them vpon the toppe 
[your heade, and doeing for them, asany (ly 
would doe for hislord, conſidering how may 
cifully Chriſt our lord , hath donethe ſame 
you, you may haue good hope , to prouec y 
in your great buſtnes, if you obtainethat kno 
ledze of your ſelfe, whereof I haue ſpoken, 
then $hall you ſpend your life happily , w 
you hould euery daye thereof , to be the lallWan 
Chciſt our Lord bee with you, Amen, 
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1 Letter of; the Authour , to ſome Di- 
| ſciples which he had- in the 
1 Cirry of Ezija. 


HE peace of our Lordleſys Chriſt beeuer | 
with you Amen, Since I parted from your 
gſence-, 1 haue cuer had you all prefent with 
) in my memory , for the Ique 1 beare you, 
mics ine not to doe otherhviſe; Giue your ſel- 
ſtill ro God, ſince you once gaue your {clues 
im, and I wasa witnes thereof, nor will I 
any meanes, that you repentthe hauing offe. 
Ayourſclues co him, ſince bee offered himfelfe 
death for you. You shall beſure to haue bar- 
les, and thoſe sharpenough: for our enemies 
io great multitude, and full of rage. Beg nor 
tefore negligent , for if yoube, you are in- 
wely vadone, If they who watch beſt, haue 
bugh to doe, to defend themſeclues ; what doe 
p thin ke will become of wrechltle perſons, 
Weithat they should entirely bee ouercome? 

Remember that the pleaſure which ſinne pre- 
Was is ſmall, filthy, and shorte; and the ſorrow 
"Mich it leaues behinde , is very great, andthe 
7 which growes to ysthereby,is incompa- 
ly greater, What ſorrow ( how great ſocutr 
>) Can equal that which wee ought to cone | 
ie, vpon our loſſe of Almighty God? O mile- 
Which should make vs tremble, euen in 

Ing it named! For it we delight in finne, we 
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| ihail haue noepart'in God, Let vs therefg 
contider, how we liue, for we ſhall ſhortly 
led before the Throne of God , to giueaccow 
of our ſelues. Let not the vncicares of thefleſ 
nor the” vanitie of the world, nor the ſubrilit 
of rhedeuil , deceiue vs.- Bur let vs, behoul 


- 


Chriſt our Lord, vpon the Crofe; and we ſhall 
ſce him tormented inhis body ,& dilhbonourg 


| 


2 


by the world, & that foc he ſubduedthedeui | 
. Who cuer looked towards Chriſt our Lord 
and was deceiue$yInfallibly there was-nev 
any, Let vs theyefore neuer draw our eyes ol, 
from him , vnlefle we meane to turne blinded; 
Let it neuer ſeemeto him, thatwee valew high, 
loue ſoe little ;-as that, although he died for yy 
wecannot findin our harts, foe much as tobe 
looking towards him. For he dicd for this, thaliffh 
wee by looking vpto him, might ſtriue rod 
to our linnes. Let therefore our old man diei 
vs, fince our new man, who'is Chriſt our $8 
ujour , dicd forvs ypon the Croſſe, Let vs ap 
proach towards his wounds; Yor by-his, wi 
{hall be cured of ours, And if wee thinke it 
heauy thing, to part from our-ſihnes; it wi 
| much more hard, and heany-for his ſoule«1 
part from his body, when hedied, to the ene. 
that wee might euer liue, | = 7 
Let vs therefore gac on apace, & take hart ty, 
follow ſach a captaine as this ; who leades | 
the way not onely in dvcing , but in ſuffering LA... 
vs cricifyc our fleſh with him, that now wear 
may noe longer liue according tothedefires! 
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ſesb, but of the ſpirit. If the world ſhall per-. | 
evs, let vsgoe hide out felues in his holy | 
undes ; and there wee ſhall finde thoſe iniu- | 
xas delightfull ro our harts, as any mulicke 
weete to the care, Andſoerudeſtones will 
d vs,a5 pretious lewels; and priſons, will be 
laces; and death ir ſelfe , will beconuerted 
0 life. O Iefus Chriſt, and how {trong igthat 
of thine? and how truly doth it c6uert all 
gs to our good as S, Paule faith ; Infallibly 
man ſhal never die. of hunger, whoisfed 
iis loue of thine, He ſhall feele noe naked- 
, he ſhall never finde want of any thing, 
ich this world can giue, For , poſſeſſing 
| by loue, noe good thing can be wanting 
m. 
© Let vstherefore, O my beloued brethren, | 
taken with a great deſire of gocing to ſee. 
$ viſion , of the busb , which burnes and yet is 
conſumed, That is , how they who loue 
d, ſuffer iniuries, and yet feele them nor; 
yin the middeſt of hunger, they are full 
how they are caſt of by the warld and yet 
& not themfelues thereat, how they areaſ- 
Ited by the fire of fle{hly appetites, and yet 
are not; ſcortched by it, They arcgroaden 
fer foote , and yet they ſtand faſt yprighr; 
ty ſeeme poore ., and they are rich, They 
ie deformed , but they are full of beauty, 
y ſceme ſtraungers , but they are citizens, 
My arenor knowneto men, but they are fa- 
"Marly acquainted with Almighty God. All] 
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SPIRITVALL, Ep. 29, 
| this, and more,is broughtto palle, by the nobh 
Louc of our lord IefusChrilt inthe hart whe 
it is lodged, .But not man can arriue yntg 
this, vnleſle be pat of hrs sþoes . that is to ſay} 
his vumornpfed affeFtions , which ſpring vp out 
of /elfelove, Forthis is the root of death, as thi 
loueof God, is the cauſe of life, A lite, which 
is ſpiricuall & holy,admirtsto weare n-e shuesy 
that isto {ay noe deſires of ſeifeloue. He whe 
loues Chriſtour Lord, muſt abhorre bimſelfey 
He who will not be cruell to Chriſt our Lord 
lert him nor be c6paſſtonate to himſelſe. They 
who dandle themſelues , ſhew ynkindnes t6 
| Chriſt our Lord , and they who takeſoe muck 
care of themſelues eannot make God theit 
buſineſle. A 
/ Let ystherefore giue , our All that whis 
we are( which God kaowes is bur « [ule All} 
for that other grear All , which is Almigt ) 
| God. Let vs giue ouer the following of out 
owne proper will , ard let vs betake our ſelue 
withdiligence, to follow the will of God. Lt 
vs eſteeme dll things as meer dung, that ſor we 
may poſſefſe that pretions pearle, which is Chrill 
our Lord, And to the'end that we may ſee him 
in his beauty andglory; let vs heere be contel 
to embrace diſhonour, & labour, _— 
Infallibly, he ſhall neuer finde himſelfe des 
ceived, who makes ſuchan exchaunge astnis8 
But when God ſhall cone with his Saints, 
ſhall come to reward eutery one according © 
his workes., then will thar appeare to hall 
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| toolery which now is held in ſoc greatac> | 

it; and then ic will be their turneco lament, 
> how shall have ſpent their tniorrall lines in 

ehe, And be only will be avowed by Chriſt 
fLord, who hall! hauc lined;dbeoediny to his 
y will, O how'great; $hall the ioy of good | 

| bee, at char day, when receiuing high ho- 

at the hands of God,, they shall be ſeared | 

thoſe thrones which were prepared for 
from all _—_— ; and whenin ſociety of 
he quires of Angels they hall fingprayſesto 
Lord , and their God? O how great will 
tioy be, who shall bebould the king in bus beauty. 
| contemplation whereof "they will be foe | 
y,that noe one of them $ball bec-withour | 
regotging, through his being ſoe full of 


prerious liquour, and har 19mm! om Balſa- 


Which created all good thinges, In compa- | 
of chis, all beauty isdefotmity; & the very 
Ito! of the ſunne ir ſelfeis dire downe:- 
rknes, & the yery topp of other oo 
th birternes of gall, And, i Hy fine Vs I} 
x on kn. ticular ir 
ir hom aciſon of this Lo 
whole world pur gether arenotto be]. 

I forany thin Me all, neither are rhey any | 

I very deede. 6 eternall God, thou who |. 
debings ,and yet who art none oftheſe | 
when shall that da arrive, wherein 

hy bee ſoc happy as to ſee thee? when is 
hen port bs eaicked: which shurs vs 
From enjoying forgreat x 2 jd When 
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306 « " Ep. 3 
| [| $halltheeſechaines be broken , which hinde 
from flyipg vpp to thee, who art the true rex 
of such, as are to repole indcede 2? Let ys uot 
my Brethren, looke any other way but onelyyp 
pon: Almighty God. Let ys call ypon him 
our harts, and let vs keepe himcloſe imbracy 
by.vs: that ſoe hee may never partfrom vs, Fg 
woe betovs, wretched thinges; what sball wg 
be able rodoe, without him, bur onely rotury 
againe into our nothing, Let vs, now atlaſt, a 
this: world behinde vs, which yer, wee caj 
before our eyes; and ler ys,at laſt beginn to tryt 
how ſweete our Lord is, Let vs1unn after hin 
who catne runiting downe towards vs; fre 
heauen,jt ſelfe,, that he might carry vsthiths 
Let vsgoeto him , who calsvs; and whod 
it with ſoe much Joue;, from. the ropp ofth 
Croſſe; with his flesh all zorne.,, andeuen 
were broyled with the fire of loue, tothe 
thatir might be more ſauoury to our taſte 
that we might feedethercon 2 O-that we 
euenconſumethereby 2?.O that we wereallt 
| formed? O that wee could growe, to be af 
and the (elf- ſame ſprint with God, 4 
. Who.is. he that detaines vs 2 whois hes 
binders vs? whois hee that deceaues vs ſoei 
that wee cannot perſwade our ſelues to di 
neare to God? If it bee our goods, let yscaſt thy 
away, iftkey be inour power, if they beeal 
let vs keepe them, though onely as ſoc mil 
dunge, which may bee layd yp with diligent 
for good vſcs,; but yer ill without any - 
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$ EPISTLES. Ep. 29. $07. 
allto tHe thing ir: ſelfe, If itbþe our wives, S. | | 
wle lets vs know , that wee wuſt haue wifes, 
if. wee: had them not.” If it be our children 
tvs loue them, bue for the loue of - God... 
Wand let vs cuen out of water bee able to'þ- 
adle a fire , wiereby all that may be burnt } 
p., Which ſhall pretend xodenide vs from | 
nighty God. Ler the teares of greife waſh | 
s and the fire of loue conſume. vs ,and ſoc 
ge ſhall growe to be thoſe holy creatures 
hich werc offered vpp x0 God with fire, | 
derernall God, whoe c6ſumeſt our couldnes; 
t bow ſweetly, doelt thou burne , and how 
rely doeſt thouinflame , and how, delight- 
ly doeſt thou conſume ys? O that wee all 
pt alrogether burne with thee? Then would 
our powers cry out, and ſay; O Lord who is like to 
For. whoſoener bee bee, that ſayih be knowes 
md yet lgues-thee not. , is 4{yar. Lett vs there- 
>louethee, and let-ys alſoc: Kknowe thee, 
loue growes fromthat knowledge. And 
rwatd make; ys able to poſleſſe thee; fin- 
they.who poſlelle' thee; are ſoc rich, and 
lefſingthee , ler vs be polleſſed by thec,and 
+ let ys employ our ſelues ,in prayſin thee; 
all the powers of the heauens confeſſe and prayſe 
v; for God Trive-and: One, the infinic King, 
lc, powerfull , good , and beautifull; the 
rdoner of them who are;canuerted towards 
re, & che yphoulder of them who approach. 
thee; & theglorifier of them who ſerue thee; 
1 Gol of whoſe perfeRis thereisnoeend_. 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.q 
For thou ſurpaſleſt all rongues, and all ynde 
ſtandings ; and thou art onely knownein pes 
feion, by thy ſelfe. To thee be glory, throughiy 
the etcrnities of all eternitics. Amen, I 
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A Letter of the Authovr , to « Cauallier , who went 
20 fludy at Salamianca , where they made buy ; 
ReRor of the Vniuerlity. Hee shewes , that wiſh 
the buſmes of ſeraing our Lord , faynt deſires ant 
not ſufficient , but there muſt bee deeds. Hee ol 
shewes the burts , which multiplicity of buſmWe 
oe , to ſuch as are but beginning to ſti 
F 1 i 
Pray God , that both your goeing to chit. 
Vniverſitie , your aboad there , and your ly 
| tourhe fromthence, may be happy we '0 
knowe already , that in this affaire of ſerui 
Chriſt our Lord, it is tiot enough/t6 have 
' taine-faint deſires, bur they be accom} 
' nied withſolide workey; and ſometimes w! 
ſwear,'eyen as it were of bloud,: And Þ my 
| fearc , leaſt the difliculty of the way, it 
| fright you, and leaſt you might grow'rs loi 
the ſfweeteof the kirgell, becauſe the'skinnk 
andhell, is bitter, The gate # fraite , whereby Wi 
muſt enter into the way of Ged , but after wee- 
entefed, wee finde that to be rrue by experi 


' Veewhichis written. Duczm ir por [emitas 4 
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Wis, quas cum mgreſſus ſuerts non artlabuntur gref-,, 
tut, 1 will leade thee, by the wayes of equity ; mo | | 
phich when thou-shalt bee entred,, thy paces sþall not 
"Wibee braitred. And then a man findes, thar the 
"Fhoke of Chriſt is not heauy to him , ſince he 
, hes now his hid tothe , who haue ſuffered 
Wemprations for his fake : and he comforts 
"Fithem who are in teares, and cures them who 
haue broken Hfarts. A happy affliction isthat 

"a though noc other comfort did ſucceede it) 
which is endured by vs, becauſe wee hould the 
tandart of Chriſt our Lord ypright, refoluing: 
ther toendure the ſharpe blowes of tempta- 


Wtion \, then to cnioyan ill peace, and to haue 
Siwarre with God. 


: 


You muſt humble your ſelfe much before 


four Lord, and latent your owne miſcry,in the 
toht of his mercy, For there is not meanes, 
whereby any good may come to vs, but onely 
by the fauour of heauen, And there is noe way, 
d obtaynethis fauour, but onely the profoun- 
de knowledge of our miſery ; crying our from 
the very bottome of our harts to that lowd, who 
wells on high ; and driues not ſuch perſons 
rom him as are ouerwrought with the bur- 
en of their miſeries; and who eucn ſwelt, in 
belake, ( as the Prophet leremy, ſaith ) witha 
reighry ſtone vpon their backs, 
'” I like well, that you reſolue to make ac-' 
l intance with thoſe Fathers, For that good 
pinion which they gf your Citty doe now | 
beefue of them, that haue I conceived long _ * 
— © moe" Eh X3:. 21736 3.4 
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agoe, Onely you are to looke, that the good 
example which you {ce in others, may not be 
vnprofitable to you. And I beſeech our Lord, 


| chat he willbe pleaſed to lett mee pale a lite] 
' | that away, though it be but to giue contents 


ment to: you. 
The excuſe which you make, for haui 


accepted the ReWorsbip of the V nine fine , is 1ull; elf 


lince you were aduiſed to jt þy prripnn ſoe 
well qualifyed, and ſoe mary as thatthey did 
cuen oblige you to it, But I befeech you Si 
be not negligent, now that you are putt to ſez 
ſince it was not without cauſe, thatyou fearedy 
euen ſve much as toimbarke your ſelf, For myliſhe, 
parte, I amfull of thought, leaſt our aduerſaryſor 
haue traced out this courſe, ſoe to hinder your 


proceeding,inthe way roGod, which you were hu 


taking, For many imployments ( though cuen|ſi 

about good things ) how not be committed, Wh; 
to young beginners ; becauſc they vic, to trou-Mm: 
ble fuch perſons , as haye not yet ſert all thoſe 
things in order which concerne themlelues 
And foc our Aduerſary hath done much hurt 
to miny, by this meanes , and brought themto 
the paſſe of ſome poore little ſwallow, which 


| goes forth to fly before ſhe is well in ſtrength 


and then hauing not power , to proſecute bet 


1 flight vp aloft, nor yer to retourne to her nelf 


from which she went, shee falls downe into 
che hands of boyes; and they play with her a 
while, and then kill her, - 


— 


1 This buſincs is foe much the mare ſubgile, # 
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replexed,as it comes cloaked with good zeale. 
hd new beginners, mult be watchfull in this 

little lefſe then they would bej.henthere 
ere queſtion of theire c6mitring a ſinne, For: 
there be any true zcale in them, it is firr that 
(t they-be zealous of their owne good.” And 
ale of others, which wants zcale'of a man's 
Se, hath beene the feartull ruine of many ſou-7" 
ts, I deſire that you will conceiuea very great 
e,& care,in thoſe things, which may ſeeme 
wd, to you, For in ſuch caſes as thoſe; doth 
hat dewill, who is calied Meridian, deceiue them 
Fhisb noone , whome he was not able todecei- 
E, in cxprefſedarknes, And doe tiorprecipitate 
our ſelf, ypon themaking of great reforma- 
tons; nor conceiue, that you arethere, for that 
urpoſe, but rather feare, leaſtit be for the pu- 
lishment of your owne finnes., And if your 
art offer to giue you, that you shalldoe great 
Matters inthis Office; beleine it not; but rather | 
ic proſtrate before our Lord, with feare; be- 
teching himto keepe it (till, & that he permite 
bu not to looſe the little, which he hath giuen 
bu, of the knowledge of himſelf. And if yer 
adeede , you muſt execute any thing , ler ir 
dt be till firſt, you haue recommended it 
arneſtly to our lord ; and let it not be of that 
re, ( through che difficulty thereof) as 
Mat you muſt probably tlinke, it is like to coſt 
our minde much vynquietnes; and in the end, 
dat the profitt will, be vncertaine, Some other 
an may doethoſethings, or els your ſelf, at 
| | hes 
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i other time. But now,looke youinto yol 
owne ſoule, conlider your ayes well, anddi 
rect your fcete rightly in them, And- becauſ 
you haue ltile oyle in your lampe , an{weare thei 
thus who ſhall deſire ole of you, Ne forte nou 
[ufjiciat nobus, 3 vobis, I can ſpare you none , f 
perhaps there ts nor enough , for vs both. And with 
this religious feare, euen in thoſe things whic 
T; and with, calling ypon our iy 

from your hart , and with plying your ſtudy 
hard, you + perhaps got thro _ this dan 
ous paſlages,' wirhout harme, I beſcech 
Cheri iſt, by the meritt of his bloud , to graunſ 
C7) this fauour. Amen, 
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Letter of the Authonr to a lady, wherein betells 
ber that of all thoſe things which a body might 
© chooſe for the ſerwice of Gad , the ſuffering for hu 
| owe 35 the moſt high and ſafe. 


Adam, In this ſo greate haſt which our 
life is making to leaue vs, it is but reaſon | 
we makeelection of that , which. may be | 
aſt foc our addrefle in the ſeruice of Chriſt our 
d; and to put it in practiſe , with diligence, | 
alt otherwiſe , we may haue cauſe torepent 
r ſelues, for not having beene faithfull (er. | 
ants to that lord, whoe hath beene ſo fairhfull 
vs, and at whoſe hands weeexpedt that hee 
ull be ſoe ſtill, There are many things in this 
&, whereypon we may caſt our eyes ; lince | 
od hath giuen vs libertie : that ſoe we may 
yhould cither ypon this, or that Bur amongſt 
e many , what $shall wee chooſe? Shall it pa- 
duencure be pleaſwres , which paſle away like 
jake, and which leaues ten tymes as much 
liction behinde them as they brought delight? 
shall it perhapps bethe dung of r:cbes, which 
wont to blinde the eyesof the owners, and 
wch makes the entrance into heauens gate, 
& hard > Madam , there is noe — tO | 
ards any hinge of this life with hope har ie 
Lmake one happy. For though aman poſleſ- | 
themail, they would ſerue him bur for an 
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affliction of ſpirit, and for an impediment tg 
his proceeding ; andin fine, t #s vanitie of vany 
ties: and all vane, 4 

Happy therefore is hee, who remoues hig 
eyes, fromthar which makes ſuch haſte top 
ſe away and who places them vpon that, which 
| neuer ends , and where delight is pure” and 
true, becauleit is taken in ruth it ſelfe,, which 
is God. And where the treaſures are. certaing, 
fince they all conlift in enioying him , wh 
alone, ſuffices ro enrich his polle(ſors with ins 
eſtimable beatirude. __ 

But now to the ſeruice , of this Gody 
there are many ſeuerall wayes and ſome cats 
ry an affetion to one., and ſometo anotherj 
euery-one according to his inclination. Some 
like the actiue life , and others the contemples 
uue. Some excell in abſtinence , others ſert'yp 
| their reſt vpon Chaſtirie. And ſoe wee fee; 
that divers Saints :haue flourished, with ſeues 
rall verraes, and guifts of Gol, But Madimj 
amongſt all che things of this world, whereit 
our lord may bee pleaſed by vs, let vs mak 
choiſe of ſuffering for his loue : for this is borkiid 
moſt high , and moſt ſafe. And this did rheWtie 
Maiſter of truth, whoe is Chriſt our lord, teachWis 
vs, when coming into the world , he princk 
pally exerciſed himſelfein this, and to this, 
hath inuited vs, This is a pointe of ſecuritie; 


| andnotathinge made of dult, or ſtrawe. For 
it is not of conformitic with our ſenfu 
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q EPISTLES. _ Ep. 4. 315- 
+ bur of contrarietic therevnto. And ogpely 
e loue of leſws , is able to make affliction 
your we!l ia our mouthes ; and he alone is 
ficient to make vs encounter , and embra- : 
that ,, which of it ſeife is vnplealant, and | 
jues men from it, 
EWhar did it fignific that Moyſes ſeeing a' Exd.s |, 
pent before him, grew inco feare. and be- | | 
ſne to flyc : but that men , who conlide- | 
g what tucy ſuffer actually , or els fore-; 
Ing what they are to fuffer , arc frighted, 
d would not onely ſuffer ic but nor ſoc 
much as (cc ic. But God commaunded, that he 
Would rcturne ro that , from which he had 
|, and not oncly returne, towards it, but | 
take it vp into his hand. -And he, obeying 
e voice of God, founde iu thoſe hands, 
e-more now a ſerpent , to bite him, bur/a 
ite to ſupport him. Thus doth it dayly hap- 
| co men , who in their afilictions obeying } 
ewill of our lord who ſends them, and ta- 
7 them 1ato their hands , that is to fay, | 
ing hould of the occalions v hich are ofie- 
and accepting them with obedience, that 
y fiade noe ſuch diſcomfort , or dilquiet, 
$ wont to weary the ſoule with complay- 
p , butt comfort , and ſupport. , and 
ngrh : Confidipg , that-ſince God ſendes 
Mm ciibulations , he will place. himſclte 
tre about them , according to his promiſe: 
| thet he lodges his loue in them , fince he! 
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- -SPIRITVALL Tp. 
creates them like his beloued children, ai 
he hath treated as many freindes as cuer he 
had, in this world. "1 
. Thus doth tribulation breede patience and pati 
ce, isthe proofe of that love, and faith , whit 
we haue in Chriſt our lord, And this pati 
| workes hope , becauſe God hath promiſed 
make them participate of his glory , whoet 
\| participant of his Croſſe. And thus doth tribuk 
tionturneinto aſtaye, and fi«ffe ro our weal 
[nes , becauſe it makes ys confide in our k 
more and more ; and it takes from ys that 
of ynquietnes and complayning ; which, a 
Qion , was formerly wont to giue vs , lik 
kinde of ſeruant. Be you therefore well aduiſe 
by making choice, of that which is plealing 
God , and be not one of them ; whome' 
Heb. 5- Apoltle S. Paule reprehends ſaying. It wasre 
» ſon that you should haue growne greate ſpit 
» tuall Maiſters , after ſoc long a tyme , where 
» you-had ſerued God; and yer you ſtill contin 
» but very babes , whoe haue neede of new i 
» ſtruRion , in che principles of thoſe thin 
 which-concerne God, and you are rather' 
, toſucke milke , then to cate the breade wil 
, the cruſt , which is the foode of ſuch as'l 
growne ſtronge. " 
Madam, you muſt conſider, that that ſchg 
ler doth not pleaſe his Maiſter , who haul 
beehe taughra thing at many ſeucrall tymes," 
(till asgrofſe, andrude, as at the firſt, Andi 
Johifitian growes weary ; who findes that: 
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Y EPISTLES. Ep. 41," 317: 
es noe helpe, through the patients fault, by 
ne xeccipt of ohiſick , Which he hath mini- 
ed often, And ſoc our lord isnotpleaſed, that 
eEshould ſtill continue in raking the milke of 
pforcs , and delights ; bur that we should 
bo vimbly towards him, although it could not 
done , withour pailioFthe pikes : and thar | 
fire. of our loue muſt conſume whatſocuer 
Il ſtand'before vs. : ſince there is notbing 
uch ic imports vs ſoe much to haue , as lowe; 
4 chis lone cannot receiue ſoc good a proofe, 
tribulation and paine, | 
Now whoſocuer loues Chriſt our, lord, 
ld not deſire to be withoue ſomerryall, oc | 
we , whether indeede he'loue him, yea, or 
And though, that proofe- may paine one | 


h, yet ir giues him c6fort, toperceiue, That - 


hath examined bim with fyre , and that he bath 
nd wickednes in him; andthat it made him 
tturne backe, from the enterpriſe which be 

n hand, Agreat honour it is toſtand con- 

-in that which-much troubles ys; and we 
bot yeild a ſcruiceto God which pleaſes him 
ter, chen when with a very willing hart, 
t afflicted for his ſake ; and when wee 
ike that challice it his com who drune | 
pct pany, 

d deepely of ir, for va Vpon this you muſt 
te your cyes , fince God is pleaſedrochooſe 
Imeanecs, whereby to bring you vp towards: 

"_=. .Doc not curne coward , in fighting the 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.at7 
»loyed, but that, wherein you ſuffer ſomerhing 
ror your beloned,; which alone , ought to gin 
you comfort, and ground , rothinke rhatyol 
love our lord, For, as for other things, though 
you should be taken vprothe third heaven, yolt 
knowenor, wherher you love your felte thes 
rein, or him, For pFthaps iris bur the delig 
in hauing that fulfilled which you defire : 

nor purely , becauſe that is done, which is 
ing to God; | 
And fince you are already dedicated to thi 
loue of God, and are redeemed by him , ſeerhil 
you ſtil} be docing your duty exactly well , rag 
foc like a good hufwife, you may.appeate ar thy 
day of judgment all rich with loue ; and eve 
curin pieces inthis warre, after the imitatic 14 
Chriſt our lord's who dyed in this bartailebp 
| the hands of love. Inviting as many as loue hir 
to ſuffer of that which he ſuffered, and ro 
wecrewtth loue to. his loue; and being ready 
| giue himſelfe; as an eternall reward , rothel 
' whopaſle through theſe amiorous affiftionsl 
bis ſake: and your ladyshipshall be one of the 
by rhe greate mercie of him,” who hath mil 
cletiqn of you, for this purpoſe, | 


6 
$1 


COMLRRRREROQERER AERURERYRERM 


' A Letter of the Anthour,, to 4 Canallier bis fie 0 
' who was ſicke, and deſired toenter into Religh 
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The Authoxr shewes , that the carrying of the 

| rofle, mn te com pan y of Chriſt our Lord: 15 exer- 
Ciſed beſt in ficknes, wen 1t is borne withpatience, 
He alſo defends the Fathers of the Societyof leſs, 
$ dyifong him alſo to efieeme them, the rather , be- 
canſe be had beene inſirutted by them, 


> Oudoe well, in being contented to ſerue, 
. inthax houſe of our great Lord, in the Of- 
e of being) ſicke. For to palle fromkeing , to 
ferrng, is a figne,that Chriſt our lord aduaun- 
z his ſcruants, & raiſes themfrom belowe the 
ircs,to attend aboue. Certainly, there is no- 
ng in this exile of ours , which isſoe fitt for 
as tocarty the Croſſe,in company of ourlord, 
ho did ſoe louc it, & who, for loue,dyed vpon 
: Now this is better exerciſed , in ſicknes, 
nich is oe ynſauoury to flesh aad bloud , and 
hich canot cauſe vain glory inthe patiet;then 
health, how well ſocuer it be em loyed. 
+ Great werethe w-. kes , which Chriſt our 
| pexformed in this mortall life; but inhis | 
errimg, he exceeded themall, & all the world; 
bar foe wee might vnderſtid, what theApoſt- 
'$, lames ſaith , Brethren, efleeme ut 45 « reaſon of |. Lames : 
joy, to ſee your ſelues in many affliftions. And & 
ſame Apoſtle ſaith, that the worke of patience,ss 
ef, Soe that, you muſt be gratefull to our 
d, for hauing ſent you lickneſle; andifyou 
ethis Croſſe, & burden well, he may perhips 
Ace you to the carrying of others, whjch are | 
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- t+ | more interiour , and irkeſome , and whichl 
prouides for ſuch alone, as are his neat 
treinds; that ſo they may comforme themlſel 
ues to him, whoſe Crofje was extremely great 
cueninthat which was to beſcene; butincoms 
parably more extreame, in that part thereafy! 
| which was inviſible, And though it may ſeeni 
to you, that God hath taken away your othet 
| Offices or imployments, becauſe you gaue hin 
| not a good account thereof; yet forbeare, ne 
to bethaukefullto him, who hath ordered rhl 
| matter,as now weeſee. Forto be corrected | 
"the hand of ſuch afather; and with ſoe grei 
loue, puts vs ratherinto neede of humility, fol 
the moderating of our ioy and comfort, thet 
of patience, wherewith to endure the punills 
ment. _ 
| - . But yet neuerthbeles', I am in ſome fears 
' that perhaps, you may not profit hy this feas 
uer of yours, For {ome beginners, are won 
ro giue liberty tothe ſoule, in the infirmitiest 
their: body , though. yer, they be not ſuch, at 
threaten daunger or death, Ir is a thing very 
contrary torcaſon, for a man to turne Phfick 
-into poyſor , and to take occaſion of growini 
- worſe., by that which was ſent a man by ou 


4 Lord, tomake him better, Call therefore vpoW 
him, with your hart, and beſcech LY 105 
ce he ſtrikes you, in the ﬀ renzth. of yopy bo Y/ t 
may be,to make you goe more lightly towards 
hin, with your ſoule. And foraſmuch as to 
| fie enes, is ſent you, that your body; by thy 
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of may pay for that finne whic\ hg > 
Keoenttpitagd by the fame body ; you nul 
ſuffer jt.co be the ece3bonel your incurring! | 
w debrs,' fince it was mieant'that ic Should: 
barge theould. I 
You mult live , with great efleQion vpots | 
x ſelf: and giue noe credit to flesh and blagd 
Jl that which ir sball defixe of you but offes | 
þthe Cr of our lord, in the.company:bf | 
woe holy purit. And he, who was content 
ex his Croſſe be ſided, by vr Croſſes of 2wo 
| Jecing theeues, willordriveyouſrom h in; 
dlince you cannot now continue, your cus 
he of meditation , os ſpiritual redg, " Foug 
aid , yeefaile not to be 
beſt you can, ſo thatiebe-with pq 
d ye to your health; For our lord iy ſoc 
v 3 and. ſoc good, as that he giues 
chro ſuch as hauc a wynde totakepaines. 
| toi he beftowes more fauouy 
d lick menin theyre beds, who cannot pray; 
ypon others , who ſpend many hanresin 
holy exerciſe. Ad picks be will yough- 
this mercy: to you. lince it colts him noe | 
e , then his very will, And 1 beſecsh you, 
the loue of our lord, Vt non circumferaris omni 
to doFring, that you be wot whirled about , with 
y wynde of doftrine, and that youeſteerne © - 
f perſon , by whoſe nan our lord hath 
wed mercy on you, Imitatiog the man , who! 
& borne blinde in the ghoſpell. From whome/7obn 
3 vaſion of any man, cold rake the good 
: < A IE 
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F"2 ſo nijon, which OTIS of harp r(o 
| had cured him of his contituall blindne 
He tooke that benefict, for a great roken of th 
goodnes of his Mailter, when he fayd, f peccata 
| eft neſcio, vniz ſcio, quod cum cacus eſjerii, mods vides 
Whether or noe , he be a ſinner , [ cannot tell ; but ont 
ns Dknowe , that I who was blinde , doe now ſ6 
idehouph he ſald's we buze beard , yet he | 
leiued well, that his mp: ; was aiuſt per y 
as ma appeare the holy kinde of earne 
which he vſed pit rigs lewes , and beſh 
by our lords making himſelf knowen to | 
hn) the temple : in reward of char faith whichh 
defended. ſelfe have heard ſome thing 
which-are Cid by ſuch as oppoſe, and em 
thoſe Fathers , bars find nor yer, that any 0 
| of them is &roundedypon reaſon, neither d 
belejue, that there is any * bur'yer I me 
chat yer” when you' defend chem, it bee ra 
with meekenes ,'and few wards; then orly 
wiſe, For our lord hath theſe chinges i ing 
recortimandation zand his pleaſure is, that th 
$hould be carried ſweetely and with pariet 
I beſeech our Blefſedlord,to reufyREN + "YC 
fince hedyed for Four” | I 
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Letter of the Author to 4 diſciple of bis. He treates 
of the ſecurity , which isgreater when God is 
"_ /erned in the way of affl1Gion, then when, 

£ 3B in the way of Conſolation, 


> = 
y 
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Have receiued ſome of your letters, & I haue | 
ed my thankes to'our Lord; bothfor ha- 
p given you health , and his blefſed help 
thall, ro be in fauour with him, contiouing | 
t'oood , which alreadie he had begun in | 
t ; and foe you muſt confide , that he will | 
E cuen to the end, for his workes are perfets. | 
$ which he will doe for you, is &'fauour of | 
5 and noe meritr of yours, Nor will heleaue 
cate, and gouerment of you in your owne 
ds; Buthe , for his glory , willtakethe bu- | 
of your ſaluation to himſelfe, Now this he 
has a moſt wiſe Phyſitian , ſomerymes by 
ing much of you , ſfometymesby shewing | 
of diſguſt ; giuing you ſomertymes , the 
of Fan i , and at other tymes the wor- | 
kwood of ſortow ; Now hyding hirſelfe 
j you for the tryall of your faith, and then | 
wing himſelfe to you, for the encteaſethe- | 
E And by achouſand other meanes which he 
wes how to vic , hee will giue you your 
Cabed, withour , in a manner your per- 
y ling hdw you come by it, till you haue it, | 
4 Ie hot diſordered m vour judgment . eyther 
"OPIN" OLE. 
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| by way of valewing your (clfe the more, th 
| you thinke your bufines goes well, oryet,c 
= other (ide, muſt you giue ſentence of cots 
| rraany'®, 6 your ſelfe, conceiuing that 
all is already loſt, when yau conceive chat you 


| | hart of man is wicked and cannot be leafc > 


ſelfe : and eo him, ad to his iudgment, yi 
' ruſt remaieeche (entence concernivg the caſe] D 
| whichyou ſtand. And you mult walke onLbg a 


3 religious feare , of his. high maicſty, Depal 
| neyther to the right hand nor tothe left. D 
| not belecue that there is any SanGiicy ar all, 
_ | whererhergisany wat of this chaſt, agd k oy 
feare, which makes aman grow hfble, Fog th 
' reby he knowes , thatthe good, which he hath 
' depends yponanorker and ic makes himbank 
as it were, vpotithe cares of God, beſcechinf 


may, without iniuſtice depxiue him of the god 
he gaue him , yer that through his goods s, 


he will gor doe it. 


} 


| means of awy temptations, or Spirizuall dil 

| foxes , may come to you: nor yetif any LK 
| RES Or anguish , *which may be conueyed nl 
your {ovle , shall prexed to diſtuay you! 
| pesſwade yau to diſconfidence in our Logd 
| who loues you, But tell hat Spirit , tharif ich 
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—.__ | wished youto diſconfidein your ſelfe , ir hal 
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haue reafan, co be diſguſted wich your (elf. Thefif 


with great confiden of his mercy , and with 4 
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| and ifred, but by the wiſedome of God hinp i 
q || 
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| kics wigh contiguall prayer, that chough beth, 


Nor muſt you beleiye any Spirit, wh 
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> EPETESTEES. Ep. 4i. 125 
hatie had all reaſon , becauſe you are nothing, 
wr meere weaknes. But , in ſaying that you | 
tult not hope for {afcty at his hands who is the 
ommon ſalnation ofallthe world: tell him he 

Iyes, and therein yonshall but ſay a trurh. 

Chriſt our Lord laues you more then you 
ean thinke : onely it is fit ſomerymes, that he] 
Whide ic from you. For perhaps, if you knewit, 
you might fall into a greater occaſion, and dan» 

r of vanity . then the ſuſpition you haue of 
your not being beloned by him, may be of your 
Feeſpayrezfor without doubr they are fewer who 
Fran coioy profperity , withour any mixture of 
yanity , orinordinatedelight, inthe {weer mea- 

tes which are ginen them : then there are, who 
'Fecan beare, the Vidernis oftribulation, without 
Wdeſpaire. Coceiue you therefore that our Lord, 
Mkeepes you ſafe, inthe bauen of ſecurity,v nder 
the sharp rocke of tribulation : to theend you 
may not putrify, with too much {weetnes ; but 
de preſerued by the bitternes of myrþ, Andat 
this, you are not to be troubled. For of your ſelf 

*Myou should make election of that , which will 

be good for you in xm” Coreg then of that, 
thich may afford you ſome little remporall 
aſt. Yea and euen in ſpirituall conſolations, 
ve reap not ſomety mes ſoe much profict, as we 

delight. Nor w ill you be demaunded atthe 

aſt day, what comforts you shall haue enioyed; | 

nut what diſcomforts, you haue ſuffered, with- | 

ut fayling, eyther in point of faith, or lows And 

leive you, that God receines that for ſermee -- 
—— "Th 


tw. . 


w 


— _— 


—SPIRITVALL 


4 DADE. LESS 


which being contrary to your ſenſuality, and! 
ſelfe will, youdid yer accept, as being conquee | fþs 
red by his love, and not that which a man how | I 
ſenſuall ſoeuer he might be, would beglad to| 
| enioy, For if to be regaled by Almighty God] 
were to doe true ſeruice to his diuine Maieſty, 
he would not haue ſoe few ſeruants :{incetherg 
areſoc many, who by this way, & that way, and 
euery way are ſeeking comforts, Burt they vne 
derſtand not, how farre it is from God, to be 
able ro abſtainefrom comforting his afflicted, 
and deieced ſeruants , when it is beſt for them, 
Andas farr alſohe is, from liking them, who 
taking oftheire eyes, from his tormenting Croſſe] i 
ſend them in ſearch afrer Comforts as concei-| 
uing that the more they haue thereof, the more 
beloued , and more happy they are. Andthey: 
neuer conſider, hoy poorethey shall be found, 
at thatday, when God will fifte lerw/«lem with the 
| lrgbrof Lampes, & whe he will call vsto account,! 
- | whether we loue him from the profoundelt part 
of our hearts, and our ſelues for him, & in him, 
and through him : or els whether, we haue lo- 
ued himfor our {elues, & to our owne vic. And: 
then will many ofthoſe workes appeare tohaue 
beene carnall, & infe&ted with, ſelfe loue, anc 
intereſt, which shined like ſoe much fine gould, 
intheir eyes who performed them, Y ou arerhe- 
refore more ſecure from intereſt , or compla-jiÞ 
 |cence, when ſuch thinges cometo you as cauſe 
bittecnes. But thElet the loye of God alone, pep 
{wade you to endure them, cill he prouide other: 
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fions vnderfoot, and hauing your ſoule, euen | | 
allenbalmed with grace, Yet when you $hall be. | 
Inioy , doe not entoy it for your ſelfe; but em- 


 "' EP1ISTLES.  Ep-43.999 | 
W e.ln whom you mutt baue ſo much « -< 
"the. holy Ghoſt , as may make you aboundin 


harity , and peace, and toy : treading your pal- | 


y it with greater ſtrength , vpon higiwho | 
cit: fetching alſo reaſon from thence, why | 
Should make your loueencreaſe. .,  *' | 
I beſcech that Lord, who remembred you | 
hen. you forgot him , to giue ſtrength yhto | 
our inward man that ſoc you may know how, 
adoxe, obey , and loue him; and thathewill | 
d his holy Spirit into your heart , that it | 
y guide you into that land of Ecernall 


br. Amen, 


| 


| 


{ rome received maty of your letter fince 1 : | 
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1 Lars of the Authour, t « Religious woman , 4| to 
| ſPhrimall child of bus He sbewes that it 1s noe aſſs- 
red figne of dixfaucur , for God to eftraunge 
hiniſelf ſometimes: co that our ſafety depends 
wore vpon hu goednes , then onr deſerts : 
and be perſuades ber to haug 
' (fence in God, 


ſaw youlaſt, Andin ſome of them, you tould} Fr 
hee , be your fouls was troubled : and in} WY 
others, that oue lord had begutine to giue you} 
comfort. Yea, and I thinke you ſayd, in ſome|| 


{ one of them, char the peace, and comfort which| 


formerly you had received, was entirely retours |! 
ned. I anſweared none of thoſe letters , cyrher 


| becauſe my finnes hindered mee, from the gras: 


ce of giuing you comfort; or els becauſe knew b 
you had ſufficient confidence in mee, without}: 
receiuing my anſweares. But now at laſt, Ire-þ 
cclue a letier from you, whereby youtell meth 
that you are as much afflicted , as cuer, if it 
be not rather mote ; and you deſire mee to 
write, : 
-Iaminpaine, through your paine , and this, 
hath moued mee , to entreate , that for the loue 
of Chriſt leſus crucified , you ſuffer not 


{ ſclfe to be blinded by chat MN whic 2 


__.. | perflnicy of adnes, is wont £0 drawe ouer ou 
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, bur remember, how fairhfull-e that lord 
whom you haue offered yourſelfe, And, 
t icis an yſual thing with his infinit wiſdome, 
| ſei the ſoules of his feruants , by meanes 
Which they cannot reach to-wnderſtand; hiding 
"Is loue from them ſometimes : and chewing 
Fihem 2 countenance of ſome rigour; and all this, 
jt beeauſe he is cruel] , but out of pure, and 
Gefec tnercye. Becauſe heknowes that our in- 
kmityes are better cured,” when wee are layd | 
ſider che ſcourge of tribulation; then when we 
n we carrycd yp in the hands of proſperity and 
| Yemforr. 
| | routell methar deſolation wherein you are, 
Fleemes very birrer to you, and that you cannor 
areche rigour of els 6a t angry face of our lord, 
lich you ſay he shewes toyou, and that ab- 
| Bſence aloe from him, wherein you line, Bar 1 
ll you, my good liter, that though tribula- 
*Fton may be of as much daunger to you as you 
clare : yet the ſtare of comforr., is Ai fudiet 
as much. Nay, proſperity, js much moretobe | 
red , then adverfity, For in the former , the* . 
ule runnes hazard to depart from God + bur || 
the Iarece thoughit ſuffer payne, yerrhar yery 
ie tt ſelfe, incites one todraive nearer to him, 
Rifyou ay. , tharthe great weight ofdiſcom- | 
tr doth ſometimes put the ſoule in Caunger of 
ning through impatience , you fay nothing 
truth, Bur yet you muſt knowe withall, that * 
ach ofrener, and by aflaults of greacer 
he ſoule i is brought into daunger by | "os 
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{weernes of guſt. | . - 
Remember the Apoſtle ſaint Paule , wt 
through the grace of him who was crucifyed, 
did eſteeme it for glory , ro ſuffer the afflis 


4 tions of the Croſſe. And though he were 


uironed by warrs without , and feares Wwithins 
yet his ſoule was ſafely kept , as in. a hauen 
molt fecure, But ſoc great was the daunges 
which herann by the fairc and cleare weathex 
of conſolations and rewelations; that if God had 


not permitted him , to-be ſeized vpon by the 


tempeſt, both of inward, and outward troubles, 


| which layd ſuch load-vpon his neck , as mat 


him ſtoope , thatgreat Sainte might haue becng 
in daunger , through the occaſion of comforty 
whom {oe many diſcomforts could not once 
pluck downe. By this meanes, the bitter , was 
the cure of the ſweete : and the Angel of Satany 
wasthe occaſion of benefit to him , to whom 
that great communication of Almighty God, 
mighr haue beene the occaſion of falling ; iÞ 


| through humane frailty, he had puffed vp hims 


ſelfe. 
If now this might haue happened to that 
veſſel of elefion : andif it were neceſſary for hit 
to ſuffer, that ſoc he might bee freed from che 
daungers of comfort; how can you meruaile, i 
God haue watered your ioy withteares: if 


 harpe be ſet to ſad tunes; and if thoſe 


communications, which you had before wit 


Almighty God , be turned into ſuch an x A 


uoury departure from him. His eyes, arc ablek 
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zerne , that , which yours cannot. And hee | 
nowes full well , the vadity of. that hart of | 
urs, which would not pechapps , beableto 
dure the weight of divine fauours, Orels per- 
wps he may ſce, that you are likely to ſuffer | 
cay of health by the exceſle, of the {weernes, 
that divine guſt which he gaue you ; Or 
ſe, that.you eſteemed more of your (elfe | 
n you did of others, who want theſe com- 
trs : Or els in fine, it may haue happened, 
Ir any one of many other faults , which may 
zue taken hould of the imperfection of your | | 
rt, & which cannot be throughly (#ced by |ere. 17. 
y . but by that God alone, who made it, EI 
* Yeaand if you should not be, in atty neceſ(- < 
7, of this Kind of phiſick (becauſe, though 
lord should comfort you ſtill, yer perhapps 
were not, to fall into theſe inconuenicn- 
$) yet there are many other reaſons, why our 
d may thinke fit to treate his ſeruants, after 
is manner, All which, are grounded ypon his 
terovs; though in the blind eye of flesh and 
ud, they may ſceme to grow from disfauour, 
u know, it.is a common ſaying , He who 
thee , will make thee cry. And the holy ſcri- 
ire ſaith, that « wound, given by a freind 15 bel- 
hen the treacherous kiſſe of an enemy, And be- 
be you for certaine , that our lord loues you, 
Fegercfore doth he treate you after this man- 
For it is written , our lord pannisbes whom be 
5,and be corretFs ſuch 4 one, 45 be receines-for 
ſonne, | 
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And as in former times, God ſent moſt 

deous Martyrdomes to his beloued ſeruanty 
by the hands of baſe and bloudy executioners} 
ingaging them in bitter warrs , that afterway 
he might honour them with pretious crown 
foe now, when thoſfe'exteriour Martyrdome 
are ceaſed, he ſedes others which bee interiout; 
And theſe'( howſocuer they are not viſible Ybe 
yet as great, or greater, then thoſe,-For then 
men tormented them , and God gaue they 
comfort; and by the ſtrength of this Omnipes 
tent God; thoſe torments were ouerwrought 
and maiſtered, which were inflicted on them, 
weake men. But now , he who diſcomforts , wi 
our Lord, who hides himſclfe; and the Deuilghſ®*© 
like cruell executioners , doe by a thouſand 
deuices , torment the minde, which is fa 
more ſenſible , then the body. And from thallh + 
torment,doth many times redound, a torment 
euento the yery body irſelfe. And ſoe the wh&s 
leman, both within and without,is layd vp@ 
the diſcomforts of a Croſſe. And he fighes, anus" 
grones , and askes ſucconr of our Lord, Andh® 
our Lord, the while,makes himſelfe deafe, an 
is more hiddE from the ſoulethen if there w 
ſeauen wals , betweene him andit. Yea and 
doth alfoe expreſly feele , that our Lord ba 
abſenred himfelfe from it; and that , noti 
in the way of nor doeing it any fauour BY 
[ther expreſly ſeeming , to disfauour it. 
| ecded with the Cangnean , when , at? 

{firſt , he did but forbeare go anſweare ; but; 
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ward, he compared her to adog. 
' Thatindeed is an hower, of i anguish, 
then the ſoule findes noe repoſe, in any thing, 
which it canapply it ſelfe. As when a man 
drowning, in a profound ſea, without fin- 
Song ſoc much, as any little relt forthe feete, 
WOr like one, who is bound faſt, hand and foor, | 
Sand would faine riſe vp, but knowes not on- 
"Me how to ſtirr, For as he,who is highly com- 
Morted by Almighty God,cannot be diſcomfor- 
4, by any paine, or tormeot, ſoc can nothing 
nfort him, who is diſcomforted by Almigh- 
God, And yet mult theſe ſeruants, goe or 
heir lord ; through ſuch adeſart as this, which 
reuen avery image of death,and by ſuch dark- 
s, and diſtreſle, they mult paſle on, to the 

+ Miblace of reſt. 

I This Martyrdome I ſay , muſt be endured, 
Mor love of the Spouſe, by that ſoule, which deſi- 
$to carry, the Embleme of Loue in her hart; and 
Get theſe thornes ſheg muſt make her neſt, 
shee will be conforme to her Head, who was 
pwned with thornes, And theſe drizughrs 
uſt shec ſwallow downe; & into theſe ſwea- 
mult ſhee bee calt who reſolues to. keepe 
Lord company, who, being in fierce ago- 
ypon-that holy Thursday at night;did ſwea- 
ps of blootl, from bis wholebody, in te- 


y , ibat bis ſoule, was truly [ad , ener to the 
4th. v9 


ps , that ic was ſome 
ing, to ſcrue Chriſt 
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our Lord 2? or.that you vndertooke ſome r - 
fling bulines , when you began to place 
your loue on him 2 They who fighe the bats 
tailes of loue , muſt dye deyly , PS. Paule did? 
And they muit bee even cruell, againſt them® 
ſelues , ( as a man who were careleſle of 
many baſe and broken'pors ) ro theend, that 
they may neuer faile of Bdelity to the Lous 
of our Lotd, Which Lone , was neuer con 
plyed with well by any, who was eyther n& 


| girgent, or inconfident,” For the former-of theſk 


two”, ſeekes his owne Regalo , whereas it wety 
his part, to ſeeke the contentment of his be 
loued, And the latrer, faints in his lone, becaws 
fe he cannot beleine that he is beloued. Bu 
Fanh beirigioyned to' Obedience , frees vs from 
ſuch miſcheiues as theſe; making vs beleiy 
that God loues vs, and then molt, when he 
moſt hides his loue from vs; and when he ſees 
mes to be moſtrigourous , arid cruell towarde 
vs. For the conditjon, and property of i 
faith;is to beleiue not onely vpon thoſe ſignes 
and pawnes, whichmaybe giuen ; butas well 
without them ; and not onely withour them 
but euen-agarnft them, And herein, irdoth'bl 
reſemble euery other veriwe,, which then d6 
clares beſt of what ſtrength and beaury ir 
when. it is put on, by the feweſt helpe 


{ when it is encountered, by che. greater 
_— \ 


diments. 


- Thatisrrue love , which loues a perf 
who euen deſerues not 'tq bee-beloued,” A 
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Fis true Patience , which. ſuffers imperti- | 
ces, and endures wrongs, Andthendoth 
efity , deſerue a rich, and gallant crowne of 
7 , when in deſpight of ſcuerall rempta- 
is , it ſtandes faſt. And foe , you muſt 
rne to know ; the true yalew of erue faith, 
ich beleiues and puts confidence , in 
+ truth , and goodnes of -God , againſt 
at diſtruſt, or deſpaire , which humane rea- 
, or the ſenſes of fleſh andbloud, might 
end to cauſe, By this Faith , wee ſee 
which is" inuifible , how deepe ſoecuer 
de hidd. And euen through the midit of 
ſe pikes , which are the disfauours of 
d , ( the ſharpe points whereof we feele 
King in vs. ) wee yet enter, and pale on, | 
b chat . moſt 'retired ſecret of the hart of 
F Lord ; and there wee finde, that indeed] 
Joues vs , though - hee ſhew vs lignes, 
ich looke as if they proceeded from dif- 
Gion. And then ſoe wee eſteeme, andvſe 
m, as wee ought , when wetake rhem for 
[tryal of our Faith; and for the exerciſe of 
Lowe ; and for the encreaſe of our Crewne; 
_ for mater , whereypon our Obedience'tos 
=, muſt worcke, 
is you beleiue mee- not , I pray you 
how shaltthe chaſt woeman betryed, 
Contradictions , and combares againſt 
2 And how Shall Faith be tryed, 
precciuing. theſe tokens of disfauour, 
a pretend to depriue you of confidence, 


—_ 
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NI Be not troubled ,, to finde that your Spo 
[1s thus reſolued , to make tryall of your (+ 
delicy to him, For this is a, very vſuall thing! 
|berweene Speaſes ; and the Guine thereof vies 
to be, but an encreaſe of love ; which'it is nof 
fit to keepe idle ; forin our emplayment, at 
exerciſe thereof , doth our lite and treaſur 
conlife. And now God made choice of youy 
to diſcharge thisoffice towardes him. And 
indeed you would exerciſe it well, it mult h 
by louing him, though you feele not yout { e 
tobe beloued by him, and by following him 
 whome you conceiue to be flyitig from youu 
(For he who loues not bur onely when 
finds himclfe ro be beloued, ts indeed noe try 
louer ;bur his reſpe&s, runn all towards hu 
ſelfe. And heereby ic will appeare, whet 
you bethat true Caveneen or noe, if when 

| heare hard language, and be caſt of by our lo# 
you doe yet importune him; and if followl 

| him, who flyes from you ; and humbling yt 

| ſelf to him, who treats you noe better, thenh 
me baſe, vnreaſonable creature , youdoey 
proceede co loue him, as fincerely., and pur 
as'if you taſted of great delights, and 
at his hands. Forinthe end;, hee will | 
re you thus , O weeman , greate is thy faith, 
that be done which thow deſire; "1 


- But inthe meanc time be you reſoll 
continuing faithbull ; and ſayto bim w 
whole hast, © Lord [ we'll lowe thee , though 
shouldeft not lane me; 1 wyll ſecke thee , and 
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T ly towards thee , though thou flye from me. | 
we lone thee ftill : pon that condition, doe with | 
what chow wilt, By this meancs, the disfauours |. 
pur lord, shall be converted , into the exer-. 
of true love : and herein you are to remaine 
contented ; then you are to be in paine, 
{being disfauoured, Nor $hall. you onely 
aſe our lord by this meanes, but moreouer | 
will obtaine a crowne in heauen , which 
[i be ſtraungely greate, For by the meaſure of 
r diſcomforts, that robe of glory, is to bee cut 
t, wherewith you muſt be veſted, in heauen: 
from the ſeede of teares , we muſt gather the shea- 
of ioy. And we are not to be crowned , for 
wing beene in deuotion, and conſolation; but 
thaning beene ( as it were ) threshed with 
tiety of temptations , and for hauing beene 
tent, with the taſte of ſuch gall , as carried 
þ yery image of hell with it, and of the tor- 
nts thereof: and for bearing all theſe things, 
h an equall minde , and for beletuing that 
ty are light, and few , in comparifon of hat 
perexcellent weight of glory , which is to be reued- 
is them , who shall be humbled, and morti- 
ed after this manner, And wee mult thinke 
ur ſelues bappy , in being obedient to the or- 
Inance of our lord God , not onely , in that 
hich giues vs guſt, but inche contrary alſoe. 
otherwiſe, what wonder is it, to (ee the 
ſe, obey her fellow fuſe , inthat , which gi- 
*contentment to her ſelfe : fince for that, | 
ire is noe greate netde of l-we-: for the reſpect |. 
OR 
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of proper intereſt is able to breed ſuch »bedrent 

as that, Nor doe I know, with what eyes, Chrif 

our lord will looke vpon ſuch a fpoufe as thats - 
ſince he obeyed his Father, for her ſake, in caſes 
of ſoc extreame afflition, ſaying : Ler tbe, not ai" 
| 1 wil,, but 45 thou wilt. Whereas shee ſaith , iuſtW* 
the contrary ; Not as then wilt, but as I will : forf6* 
Shee will be ſquared our by another rule, then 
her head was': and will needs make the will ff | 
God, which is eternally good , to be crooke& 
that it may conforme it {elfe to her will : which 
ſcekes nor that which isrruly good for ber, and 
which cternally is.zo be ſoc . but that which"! 
| ſcemes likely, to giue her, ſome little remporall{ſs* 
| delight. $19 

Awake O Virgin, out of that ſleepe, wherein 

you are : for it is broad day, Take the «beildefÞ! 
Faith, fince God hath armed you withit, ar 
driue away theſe diſmayes ; beleeuing, that youſ 
are beloued, though you be not regaled by owÞ* 
lord. And turne your complaint backe vpoy 
yourſelf ſince a little preſent disfauour, is d 
more power, towards the drawing you downg 
-then the many fauours, whichare paſt, to kee| 

you faſt on Gon You now, doe iuſt the cons 
erney jor what you should. For whereas ic werſif 
reaſon , that in this .time of tribulation, ye 
Should remember your comforts of former t 

mes :"beleiuing , that the trouble which 4 

you haue, is butto trye., what proportion 
truſt , you repoſe. in God: You doe yet. ca 
into queſtion , whether his loue were true 
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ol then,or noe : beleiuing ratherinthe shew, 
nd leafe, then in the ſubſtance, and roote,  - 

> You have noe iuſt cauſe to be diſmayed, 

though you bee afflicted, For our lord isnor go- | 

KÞ fromyog : but be went away , with a mea- 

(ping onely ro ſtande by, and to ſee how you 

carried yourſelfe, like a mother who hides her« 

<!te bebinda hanging , to obſerue, andheare, 

FEwhat her childe fayth , and doth: whilſt he 

thin kes chat he hath loſt her, but chen shortly | 

Lishee ſteps out and makes much of hini, | 
© If you feare, that he hath forſaken you, and 
AEgiuen you bl! of ſeparation , for the faults, and 
_Efignorances , into which you may. haue fallen, 
*Kyou are much decciued, For in farr greater falls 
Fchen choſe , his, courſe hath beene to comfort 
$:foules, by ſaying, Thon baft committed fornication 
d with many lowers : but yet retourne to me, and I will 

m$receine thee, 

#- Though God like well , that his ſeruants 
gfShould know, and weigh the faults, into which 
they fall ; yer it is not his pleaſure , that they 
thould be diſmayed , or too exceſlinely affli- 
ted by them.'Nay he eſteemesthis, to be of mo- 

diſſeruice tohim,, then the very fall it ſelfe, 
Neither is it alſoe his pleaſure, that a finne 
yhich is aslictle.as a graine of (cede, should be 
nade by vs; 2s bigg as an Elepbant, and much 
ſe , that we should make that to be afinne, 

vic» indeed is none. Soc that if you haye not 
Mlen into finne, and yer will needs be troubled, 

if you had, dah ep a-4inſt his trueh,, And | 
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if you hadfallen, you should offend againſt his 
| mercye, by not beleiuing, that he hath pardoned | 
| you. Youoffendalſoe againſt his love by ſuſpe- | 
Ring , that he hath forgotten you. And laſtly, | Þ 
you offend againſt the Croſſes , which he hath | F* 
ſenttoyou , efteeming them to be meſſengers, 
and fignes of wrath , whereas indeed , they are 
effefts of his goodnes, 
_ Take theteforethe courage, now ar laſt, to 
| ſally our, fromthe owne narrow thoughts ;& 
| belciue of God, according to his goodnes; asit 
| imports his honour, that you should doe. And 
line notſtill, in ſuch blindnes , as to meaſure 
| the large hand of God, by the rules of your 
'] owne poore woefull hart. Nor conceiue you, 
that now he willbe arigorous iudge, who, at 
others times, and in your greateſt occaſions, 
hath beene, a moſt indulgent Father to you. 
It was not you vpon whome he looked, 
| when he-pardoned you , and called you; but 
he regarded his owne blood, which he ſhedd, | 
Nor doth he now , ſtand hanging vpon your 
-| handes', as ifhelouedyou , for them ; but you 
| are placed , and wrineninbis, as heſayth , by 
his Prophet {ſay. Andin thoſe handes, he loues 
| you ; and with thoſe handes he guards you, 
euen then , when y ou thinke he giues you! 
| buffers, Butir is his mercye, which is your re-| 
| medye , 'and ſafety, 'and noe meritt of your 
owne, You are a Daughter , and you are to: 
pollefle heauen , by way of inheritance, 
| and not, as a meere day labourer, Conhdein 
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41 God; and giue him glory , in that be lodges, 
his eyes , vpon ſoc yawortby athing as you; 
and for that he purpoſes.,.to exalt-ſoe baſe a 
{| creature, to ſuch height ofglory, And know , 
+| chat he hath noe neede of anything, in you; 
| and that if he deſire anything , it is, but that 
'| you may offer him that ſacrifice of praiſe for 
| your owne good; confeſſing him to be your 
'| gratious pardoner.and your piteous reyſer vp, | 
| from your falls; and your Centinell who, neuer 
| leepes when there is queſtis, eyther of docing 
| you fauours , or of drawing good out of your 
| fnnes ;, and your moſt wiſe conduttour , who 
| carries , and ſaues you , by fuch pathes, as 
ſeeme, intheeye of your ignoraunceto beyery | 
| farr abour, or rather quiteout of the way. And | 
| all this, he doth , through his owne goodnes 
{ alone , conſidering what banſelfe is.. Which 
| carries a greater weight towards your ſalua- 
tion, then your wickednesdoth, towards your 
# condemnation; and you are bound to beleie 
{that ſoe it is, And it mult notſeeme ſtraunge 
{to you, that the zreater, ſurmountsthe lefje: and 
{the Creatowr , the creaiure, Burletir ſtand for 
TI4the laſt concluſion , that as noe goodnes in 
you, was the cauſe , why. God loued , and | 
[called youto his ſeruice; foe will he take care, 
x [{4Ebat your wickednes , and weakenes, ſhall nor 
> (4 binder the courſe of thoſe mercies , which he 
1{refolues to ſhew.you, for alleternity. Conti- 

your Communidns; and, beſeech our Lord 
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c giue them his henediftion. For mypart, I , 
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|royou. I beg that he may be your Lowe, ſince 


| A Letter to 4 Lady, who was 4 Religious woman| 


| tribulation, Youmult not bealittle gladd of 


| in the middeſt of your journey ; bur to guide 


—— 


like well thereof zand-vpon the'dayes which 
are ſetr downe , communicate, fromtimeto 
time; and God will giue you ſtrength, thatit 
may doe you no hurt : for he hath noe quarrel 


he is your Loaer. 
| g 


and in great affiiftion, He shewes bow troubles} 
are the proofe of Faith,and Loue, in the ſernants l | 
f God , and how confident they ought to be of bis 
diuine Maiefty , in the middeft of their treubles, 


A $ ſoone asIreceiued your letter, I offe 

red thankes to our Lord, for hauing giuep. 
you a {igne, that your vocation came from his 
hand, and this-figne is, that you haue ſuffered, 


this, lince our Lord loues you. Nor yer mult 
you beſlacke, fince you are in the middelt of 
many Gy z-but carry your eye towards 
him, who hath called you with ſo great loue,| 
You muſt alſoe haue a ſtronge harte , For he 
called you not with intention to giue you oue 


you vnder the proteRion of his owne wings, 
cill he may haue conducted you to heauen,] 
where you ſhall ſee his face, Ler not the fan 
of Chriſt our Lord, nor the loue you owe lim 
fleepe inyou; for he neuerſleepes when thets 


= 


is queſtion of docing youl any good. | __ 
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T Theſearetokens waich he vſes to ſend, toy —| 
F whome he loues, to try if they alſoe loue him, 
{in their afflictions, and if they conhde in him 
in their dangers : That Spouſe is not worthy of 
|thikes, who loues her fellow ſpouſe, but onely 
when he is preſent with her; not doth it coſt 
him much to confide in him when $he findes 
her ſelfe regaled by him. Burt the matter is, that” 
when he abſents himſelfe from her , yea and 
| when he ſcemes to haue forgotten. her , she 
{| muſt loue himſoe much the better,as he is fur- 
| ther abſent from her, and conhide in him ſoe 
much the more ; as she hath fewer exteriour 
| fignes of his fauour. 
f . 
I Ir is cnough for you, my good liſter , to 
{ hauc knowne already by experience, how lo- 
[Fj uing our Lord hath beene to you ; by his ha- 
{ uing drawne you tothe knowledge of himſelf, 
[And beyou, not crauing new teſtimonies of 
| his Loue, but making your ſelfe ſure enough 
thereof, and be not troubled though he cor- 
ret you; and though it ſeeme, as if he eſtraun- 
$7 ged himſelfe from you and forgort you; but 
rather ſay thus ; Hee hath «4 minde 10 trye we, and 
mot 70 eppreſſe mee. You muſt loue our Lord, 
though he corre& you, you mult cohdein him, 
"1 chough you fecle noe comfort from him. Sceke 
him, though he hide himſelfe ; ſuffer him not | 
{to reſt , till you haue waked/him, and ill be 
{8 confeſſe that you are faithfull in his abſence, 
And thus you ſhall finde him returne to you, 
wwithſoe much aduantage , as that when, you 
s . DAR: + . — —— 
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SPIRETVACE. Ep. 45. | 
enioye his preſence againe , you will eſteeme} 
your former affliions well imployed. | 

Procure greate courage, wherewith to ſuf. | Þ 
 fet; for after the rate of your ſorrows , ſhall} mo 
your comforts be. Bee not alouerof your ſel- || 
fe, burbe a louer of God; looſe yourſelfe, and} 
ſoe you ſhall be ſure to finde your ſelfe, And if | 
once you would: but truſt God home; and if 1 
once you would offer your ſelfe to him, with }Þþ 
true loue there could nothing happen which} 
would fright you. All biecee Froſen afflictions | 
proceede but from diſtruſt in God, And forfÞ 
this our Lord ſaid, Let not your barts be troubled, [i 
and doe not feare, You beleine in God), beleine alſoe} 
in "mee, Soe that faith and love is the cauſe of l 
peace, and quietnes to the hart. I lk 

There is noe one thinge, which isſoe-ne-[F 
{ ceſſary for you, towards themaking you able 
to arriueatthe end of rhatdayes worke , whe 
rein God hath placed you, asto confide in him 
with .loue, Our lord hath many proofes top” 
make of you., and many tribulations 1 
growe where you looke leaſt for them ; bur iff 
you ſtand armed with faith and love, you ſhall} IJ®* 
onercome rhemall, Doe but jenianbet how| I"! 
'] the children'of 1jraell , when they were iſſued 
out of the land of Egypr, by themeanes of ſoe} If: 
many miracles, and were paſſing throygh ſoe}IÞ®4 
many afflitions , 'before they arriued at rhat}}&® 
land, which our lord had promiſed them , (aig | 
thus, The people which peſſeſſe this land , is greater Þ® * 
and ſtronger then wre ; they hane mightie Cinties wh 
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pls doe ewen threaten the 5k ye we cannot ouercome 
Ih 4 flout nation as this: to what end dove wee 
Wour ſelves vpon this tourney? And though ſome | 
monglt them , whoe had fa: , didencourage 
he relt, by ſaying that ſiace God was of their 
de, they Mould ealily beable ro ouercome, as 

hey had-done till then ; yer feare preuailed foe 
ure, as that they offended our lord rhereby, 
nd through their lictle confidence , they Joſt 
he land, and God deſtroyed them in the deſert, 
vichout ſuffering them to-eniaye thar , for 
which they,had laboured, and which himfelfe 
Td promiſed, Let vs take warning, my good 
[ter , by the danger of others : and letr vs 
now ,'that our lord hath guſt, in ſuch as feare 
vim, and hope in his mercie; andis offended 
with ſuch, as doe not ſoe; It is ke whoe drewe 
du out of the captivity of Egypt , when he 
Ired your hart with a defire of being his: 
ad hee leades youſtill , through this deſert, 
hich is foe impleaſant : where ſometymes 
du want the bread of do&trine, for lacke of 
Ich, as might breake it toyou ; other tymes 
du want company which may ſpeake of ſpi- 
all things, thatſoe your way might be ma- 
to ſeeme-the shorter; At other/tymes you 
Want the trees of other recreation , which 
gimight giue you ſhade : and infſteede of theſe 
e6modities, you hane athouſand diſcomforts. 
ow temptationsriſe, againſt youfrom with 
n: and then from without ;rrow from ſtran- 
ers, and then from domeſticks. But yet attend 
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you onely.to your bulines, for he who did the 

for you, which was more, can neuer faile t 

doe that for you, whichis eſſe. He who ma 

you a freind, of anenemy, will hetter keep 

you now, when you arc his freind. He wha, 
did not abandon you , when you fled frond 
him, will much lefle fly now from you, wheal ' 
you follow him, Tt 
Who, is he that can ſay, with any truth{e..: 
that God did not helpe him if he weredelireQWe.1 
Sec you haue noe feare o you ſcruant of ChriltMy;. 
in any thing which may happen to you ; Dili.o 
canfide in him, whe Loucd you foe well,as tg 7 
dye for you, Itis true that. you hauc but opglllh,, 
who. protects you, but that one , is of much, c. 
more power , then all they whoe contradil * 
you, Doe not thinke , of how greatthe giants, 

and how ſtronge the Citties are, which ya 


mult encounter, for it is not you, who mu 


| fight, But hold you your peace , and our lord wi 
| zht for you. Doe nor fly from the warre , nal 


abandon yourſelfe, as one who were oucrce: 
me : 4nd ſoe you 5hall ſee the fawour of our Lord tk 


| | wards you, For-in this warre, he onely loo c 
. | the bartaille, who quitts the feild.lt is true thal 


youare weake ; butun that weakenes of yours , Gull 
wall sbew bis firength. It.is true that-you know 


| notmuch , but God himſclſe will be your guis 
| de, By your miſeries, God will make his mers 


CICS appeare, Whoe are you, that you ſho us 
be able to paſſe through ſuch difficulties ? but 
yetſay with David , In the firength of my God, 
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> afailibly he will crowne you, if you continke | 
SWhis louc, and it you conhde, that by his gra- | 


 £ . - 
uſt in reſpect of your owne weakenes ; but | 


ho denyes mee before men , that man will | alfoe 


linke, that one is to eſteeme that for afflic- 
Mn, which he endures for the confeſſion of 
briſt our lord ; ſince it is to haue ſoe higha 


e avou ed by him at theday of iudgment, be-/ 
re his father ? Happy is that ſufferice, happy 
lat diſhonour,and pouerty,to which ſoc high 
thonour doth ſucceede. W hat kinde of ioye 
fill it be for you, O' my goolt liſter, to heare 


ord, Come you bleſſed of my father and poſſeſſe the 
inedome which is prepared fey you. What will it 
e, whenthe angells ſhall thus finge, to her, 
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lexpe oxer « well, Who are you that you 
ld be able to fight? but yer ſay with him | 
ine. Thoveh thuſatids sbuxld riſe 4241nſt mc, y:1 
Dart Shall not feare, Belciue, my gaod filter, 
t how much the harder this buſtneſle is for | 
u., ſoc much the caſyer is it for Almighty | 
Y ” | 

dd, And therefore you mult haue great dif. 


at confidence'withall , in God's trengrth., | 


you ſhall obtaine that Crowne, 


" Forget nor this promiſe of Chriſt ourlord, | 
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Whoe confeſſes mee beſore men , that man will 1 
pſeſſe before my faiber who is in leauen ; but him 


1y before my father whoe is in heaven, Can you 


ard,as that, with ſoc much honour, he thall 


fe wordes from the mouth of Chriſt our 
d bimſelfe, and thatin preſence of the whole 


N o hath beenea faithfull ſeruapr, of that &e- | 


| 
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leſtiall King , Come O ſpouſe of Chriſt , receins 
crowne which our Lord bath prepared for thee; 
that not for one day but for all eternitte. What w 
the ſpouſes of Chriſt our Lord conceiue, wheliſ 
hauing paſſed through the ſea of this life, ani 
rheir enemies who diſturbed vs ,. remaynig 
drowned therein , they ſhall finge thus w 
great ioye , for hauing runne through tf 
dangerous world, without being ouerwh 
med by the vices thereof, [be ſaare:s broken,a 
we-are delinered , onr helpe is in the name of 
lord, What a day will that be , when ty 
true Mayy, the virgin of virgins, thall goehy 
fore with her Timbrell , which is her ſacrg 
body , praying God both in body and ſoul 
and ſinging thus, Come magnifye our Lord w 
mee, and lett vs exalt his name un mutuall ſatit 
| with one another. | 

Happy are you, if you be found faithly 
to the Spouſe whoe choſe you, Happy 
you, if you haue the courage to calt a 
that which is preſent , vnder = moſt certail 
promiſe of Chriſt our Lord, for that wt 
is future. Beconfident, my good lifter, in th 
king his word ; for you are not the, firlt wikaſ; 
| whome he hath paſſed it, and fulfilled it ; nel 
ther ſhall you be ſhe with whome that words 
ſhall want cffeR. He gaue his word to S. Kale 
rine, S. Agnes , S. Barbara , and S. Lucy , aide 
to innumerable other Lady virgins 3- an 
tell me now , how completely he hath pet 
formed it, They had the courage to deſpiſ 


| 8 
X th. 
: FR 
he — 
, 
- 


Pſa. 31; 


JN IE 


*. a. 


_—_Y 


- "EPISTLES. Ep. 45: 349 
zoore preſent world : and you (ee that now, 
rraigne with God, They lided heere io trou- 
and they are nowe in the eternitie of repo- 
hrough how many combatrs did they paſ- 

ad chey now enioye the cuerlaſting crow- 
of their conqueſts, They fled from ſpouſes of 
arth, and they brought the king of heauen, 
ein loue with them. 

If they had followedtherrace , of this world, 

ir delight had bene already paſled : and their 
tories would haue bene forgotten, Burt they | 
d that, which was eternall , and therefore 

ic felicitie shall not dye : and their memory 
lnot decay, They were written in the boo= 
God ; and therefore neither water nor 
ade , nor fyre nor tyre , can make them 
; For that booke is incorcuptible and 

in the name which is written in it. 

KF You muſt therefore procure to hauea ſtron- 

heart towards God, who is your ſaluation, 
:doe not thinke that he ſells heauen deere | 
jou, for you haue not yer shed your bloud 
tim , as thoſe others shed theirs; Our 
| treates you, like a weake creature ; and 
should be asbamed to haue giuen him ſuch | 

fe, If you had had more*faith , and conh- 
in him, and more loue to ſuffer for him, 
would haue procured you more afflitions; 
the end that you might haue purchaſed ri- 
Crownes. Doe not content your ſelfe' 
hb ſuffering little ,' conſidering. how great 
reward 5} all bee >and how much Chriſt 
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our Lord ſuffered for you. He gaue his 
for you , and he was deepely tormented a 
deſpiſed, How then come you thus to con | 
plaine of the rouch of aflye2 dee but lone, ah 
you « i{ldelire to ſuffer, Ler your loue be doi 
bled , and you will ſuffer forrowes which'at 
Coubled, The loue of our lord , makes ſuch 

flefle it, more gr cedy of ſuffering, then th 
lone of onesſelfe, of repoling. It makesthy 
any burden weighes light, for loue is ſtronpe 
md death. He who louesnor, groanes y 
the burden, like ſome laſy beaſt ; but he y 
loues runnes, andflyes ; py it ſuffers him ng 
to feele the weight! euen of his owne- body 
nor of wharſoeuer els they can lay vpon it, 

It is not my good lifter, that the affliction 
which wee ſuffer are greater ; bur, that 0 
loue is little. The weight of a 'pound is n 
great weight ; but yer lay it ypon ſome lit 
childe, and he will ſay, O how heavy it weight 
Whereas ifaman tooke it VP, he would ſcatt 
feele it, And foe take you it, for a figne , thi 
if you loue little your afflictions will weig| 
heauy vpon you z but if you loue much ya 
will ſcarce allowe them to be afflictions, F T 
you will be ſoc incbriate& with loue, thatn 
thing can beable to diſtr a&you,from theta 
thereof. You will finde a good ſauour int 
yety ſuffering , it ſelfe ; and you will d 
water , out of the rocke ; and bony ont of the f 
bills. 6 
Doe b bur. loue,and you ſhall not be ſubi , 
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tions , but you ſhall be Superiour tothem, | 

heir Lady,,* and youſhall praiſe him who 

vers you fromthem, Itthey threaten you 

h death , you will bid it welcome that ſoe 

may enioy irwe life, If with baniſhment, you: 

1 ſay , That you eſteeme your ſe'fe banished whe» 

foener you are , till you may arrine to ſee the face 
God :-And that it imports you little, whether |. 

hs Lore to. heaven , from this , or that part of the | 
th; And, bat , if you paue God in your com-' 

} » Whereſeeger you are , you $ball be happy; 

if not , your owe country will giue you meſery 

zh. If you ſce:your ſelfe contemned , ſay, 

pſt eur Lord 15 my honour and be bonours mee: let | 

"W world deſpiſe mee, ſoe bee value mee, 

& Doe not afflit your ſelfe, about the ne- 
ſhtie which you may ſuſtaine of preſent 
ings : for of your -felfe you muſt deſpiſe, 

, through the defire which you haue 
+ live in conformitie with Chriſt 'our 
d., whoe made himſelfe a poore man 
ou, | 
v What is there in the world , which 
bo he to fright you 2 If the loue of Chriſt 
r Lord haue wounded you , you will trea- 
the deuill. vnder foote ; you will deſpiſe 
| threates ; and you will pafle with cou- 
ze , through all your cnemics, Pur your 
aſt. in him , who loues his louers, There 
nothing which you will not þe able todoe, 
him, Goe and buy whatſocuer you want, 
him, though heasRe you all this world for 
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it ; and {ec that you be not founde withoug! 
the love of him , though it ſhould coſt you! 
your life. He 5 « bidden teaſure, but be who fins 
des him , ſells all to buy bim, Forin him alone, he 
ndes himſelfe more rich, then with the multi 
rude of all other things, 4 
And now if it concerne every one of vs toi 
loue him, how much more doth it import that 
ſhe doe it, wy home he hath choſen for his ſpouſe, 
It becomes the jeruant to feare his Maiſter ; and 
the /onne to honour his father , but the ſpouſey 
to louc her fellow /pouſe, Sec you louc our lord, I. - 
and take noereſt tiltke haue graunted you this: 
ovift. Loue him with renerence , for thatis 
the kinde of loue, which helikes. Eſteeme not 
himtheleſſe, becauſe he communicates him- 
felfe to you; but wonder , how foe greats 
| an altitude as his , can ſtoope to ſuch a pros 
founde buſines as yours, It is the propertie of 
ill natured and ill mannered.ſeruants to valew 
their Maiſters at-a leſſe rate for vouchſafein 
ro deſcend and become familier with them 
then if} they had lived which them likelords 
| But they whoe live in true light, eſteeme tha 
lord foe much the more , as he doth mort 
vouchfafe to diminiſh himſelfe. | F 
Thetrue lone of Chriſt our lord carries thit 
badge with-it, in token that it is indeede'oÞ 
him; That as itapprehends , and highiy eſtees 
mes the goodnes of God, ſocit alſoe appre. - 
Thends, and profoundly diſeſteemes , the wicYWj, 
I kednes of man, Therefore loue , adore : _ 
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eourlord, with ioye:but yet reroyce with we- | 
Ws. Not a trebling as of aflaue, inthe mid- | 
" of torinets , bur as of atrue, & tender har- | 
1d childe, who highly feares to giue any diſs | 
*\ſt co her father, Ha little it ſoeuer may be. 


F Of your lelfe you can doe none of theſe | 


Wings ; bur if you bumble your hart in the | 
L knowledgment of your owne miſeries , if | 
"Wu preſcot your ſelfe often in prayer, before 
VB: ift Gur lord , if you lodge him in your breſt 
of the Communion ; if you heare him ſpeake ro 
hu i111 your ſpirituzll reading, and in fineif you 
| but giue him leate to helpe you, youare |. 
haue confidence , that by little & litle he 
be bealing your ſoule , notwithſtanding 
the harſh encounters which may occurre, _ 
ve not{tart out of hishads,though the cure 
7ou to paine; for, in fine, hee will worke 
cure atthe fitteſt tyme. And for the afflic- 
ns which he ſendsyou, & the delights whe- 
he depriues you, he will giue you his owne 
plentifull delight ; which ſhall inebriate 
b, as if it were with ſome ſwelling river; and 
ſhall be in full Toy, for all eternitic, without 
want of any good,and without the feare of 
Ming what you haue, You ſhall there finde 
| {fe to be highly wellcontent, & paid; 
MM more feliciry ſhall be imparted to you, then 
ſclfe could tell how to deſire, Which fee | 
ty is not 2 creature but a Creatout himſelfe 
l] things ; that trug God whoe lines & rai- 
s for the cterpity of all eternities, Amen. 
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0a diſc | 
| A Lerter of the Author to ſciple of buf 
who was growne 4 Preiſt. He 
shewes that exteriour affii- 


fions muſt be deſired for 
the ſeruice and loue 


of God. 


Ight Reuerend Father , 1 haue receiued 

A. your letter , which hath wrought in me 
ſame effeR, with thoſe others which format. 
I had from you; Namely rendering of thavkes ta 
ourlord, for the guifrs which he hath beſtows 
vpon you , according to the teſtimony which 
your words giue, of that which dwells in you 
heart, It wrought alſogreat confuſion in me, 
ſceyou call me the Maifter, and Father, of hin 
to whomelI should thinke it agreat fauour, 
our lord, if I could deſerueto be a Sonne, and} 
Diſciple, And eſpecially I was confounded , ye 
and puttopaine, to heare you ſay in the endl 

our letter, that you would have written ml 
many, if it had not beene for the Decorum, whicliſ'7 
| you thought your ſelf bound to keepe , of at 
| Anduour , and a Scholler, This is not a courh 
| [| wherein _ muſt procegd with me; for there: 


1 noe reaſon that you should put me to loſk 
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Tecly becauſe I deſire, to ſerue and profiet you. f 
vod if you treat me in this manner , you will 
ake the heare, and hold my peace; 
oF 1 know not, if I rote not toyou theother 
yy, of an errotir, which I haue diſcovered in 
me, who yertholdthem(clues to be ſpitituall, 
id it is, that they deſpiſe, the cotpotall affli- 
jons, and troubles, which are yndertaken, 
tthe loue of ourlor, If I wroteto you there- 
, there wilbe nothing loſt , though I ſay ir | 
er againe ; and if not ; it isneceſlary , that I 
Frice it, | | 
© Since, that light of out eyes, Chriſt our lord, 
"Med in this word , vnder ſoc many aftlitions; 
M00 died witli (oe miariy torments, his ſeruants 
aine {oe hungry , of ſuffering ſomewhat, 
it exceedes the appetite wherewith men of 
& world ; runne after eaſe. And not onely are 
My contear to ſuffer affliction, when it cores 
nthem, (and much more that Kind of affli- 
a, which may be neceſſary ro them for the 
yding of finge ) butthey ſeeke it out , by all 
wayc3 they can, and (oe they make proofe 
by ; of the loue they beare to Chriſt our 
, conſidering how he was in ſoe much pai- 
By the affliFions which he endured, for the 
= of vs. | 
For , as the faint and repid kind of nin; 
Id of himſelf be glad to ſuffer noe affi- 
bis ; but yet he bearcs them with patience. 
n tliey come, leaſt otherwiſe he may offend | 
ord; foe the feruent loner of Teſus Chriſt, |. 
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| would fainetakenoe caſcartall; and if perfor 
he muſt take any, heendures it, but with patienÞÞ/ 
ce , becauſe ſoe Chriſt our lord, doth cony 
maund. In ſuch ſort that as be who is but (lac 
in rhe ſeruice of God , hath delight and c 
in his defice, and takes a Hiftion bur with pa 
tience , ſoe the true Chriftian is bur paticat rt 
ſee himſelf at caſe , and hath affliction , in iff 
delire, r 
This growes from the ſpiritt of Chrilt a1 
lord; and whenthis isperfect ta aſoule, ic worff®” 
kes that, which ir wrougln in hin : which waſf 
a loue of affliction for ys, the better to sheww wins 
' his loue. And thereypon it alſo followes, th 
when men would comfort one who is but (lac 
and negligent , vpon the arriuall of any ati 
ion, they mult doe it iuſt ſoc , as they woul 
comfort agood Chriſtian, when he happen 
bein Ay and caſe, Forthe one of them ti 
fers eaſe which he loues nor, and iuſt ſoe., is 
flition ſufferred by the orher. Now this is pd 
of that, which Chriſt our lord delivered, wh 
| he commaunded vg , to take vp the Croſſe, if 
meant tobe his diſciples, I fay it is a pavt there 
for the other, and chiefe part whereof this (li 
conliſtes, isthe mortification, and death of our 
ſelf conceyt, and will ; and of our paſſions an 
powers. : 
This is that old man , who muſt die, as Chl 
our.lord died ypon the Croſſe , what is this oc 
tha? the body, which.ispaſlible agd mort 
andthar other inward'man, whereofT haue tp 


| 


"NON" "I —_— - ICS 4 = 
—_—_— _ _— —_ 
» 


_—y 


E: EPISTURS 
d before, muſt bealſodead in vs, 
Bur alchough this be the cheife part of car- 


ying the Croſſe), we muſt not put away that 


ther part, how ſoeuer it beleſle principallthen 


urlord , will not leaue to pleaſe him, enen in | 
We leaſt chings which can be thought, And 

aſt we should fall into crrour , the (ame Apo- | 
Fe laith elſ[where, Caſtigo corpys men 3 in ſernt- 
x8" redizo I conceiue not that he ſaid this, be- 
Yule be w.2s jempted with the flesh, as ſome vnder- | 
nd che difficulty whereof he complaynes; but 
kb he would punish and foe cure himſelfe, by 

Wy of preſeruariue , viing-this exerciſe of his 


43 the body, | 
"This he explicates very well, in his Epiſtle 
cine Corinthians where, among(t other things, { 


i Wy 


Is. And though S Paul ſay, Exercitatio corpo- 
ad modicum vulss eft, yer the ſeruantof Chriſt 


dy , leaſt his mind mighg otherwiſe grow 
K. Andelſwherehefairh, when he recountes | 
afflictions which he endured, Semper mortifi- | 
onem leſu Chriſti in corpore noſtro circumferentes, 
ere hee calles that the martification of Obriſt: 
ich isthe very Croſſe of corporall afflitions, | 


, 


| 


nem ſuam crucifixerunt, And if he had meant 

: onely , of crucifing the affeFions, it had ſuf- 
d co'fay , Cum vitizs 23 conenpiſcentis, but by 
Ing carnem,it proues, that he meant ffiictions 


another place he ſaith alſo, Qu: Coriſke ſunr, 4 F. 


Timoth 


ercin men were to exerciſe themſelues, he 
Kens vp corporall afflitions, namely "alting | 
watching , ſo that the whole man , mu 
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ynder-goerhe Croſſe, fince Chriſt our lord, died] 
vpon it, Our ſoule muſt dye, by the compaſſion||4's 
and memory of Chriſt ctucitied , and by the] v 
ſaid: andthe boay allo,muſt dye, vpon the Croſe||} 
of corporall afflitions, that ſoe the whole man, {46 
may be conforme to Chriſt our lard, as heis inf} 
paine and miſery ; fince heereafter , he is to be 
conforme to him, as heis in glory. 
I haue ſaid thusmuch , that you may takea 
ſcanthing, of thoſe forces, which God hath gi 
en you , and that ſoe you may imploy them, 
vpon docing, and (ufferring , all you can. Andi 
this , not onely conſidering that it may be a6 
dreſſed to ſome other good intention , but euenſ} 
though it be for nae other reaſon, let it be done, | 
to the endthat you may be in conformity with 
Chriſt ourlord as he was afflicted; and not vpot 
neceſſity , but for loue, And though neythet 
the hairecloath,, nor hard bed , nor ſuch things 
as theſe, howſocuer they be yſed for the loi 
of Chriſt our lord, should ſave vs, ( ſoles en ) 
Crux Chriſt: ,eft ſalnifica ) yet atleaſt lett vs i 
them in imitation of that extreme pouerty , and 
Sharpe affliction which Qhriſt our lord end&{ite 
red, in being crucified , which conſideration{{ſe 
| will not be lightly eſteemed by'vs, if we be notfe 
1 wholy yoyd of the loue, we owe him. Glow 
enim magnet ſequi dominum- And thus much off as 
this matter, -_ _ 
4, There were two other points, of which 
_.__[ftqughtto hauc written, bur theres noe til 
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mortification of the ould man , as hath beene | 
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fc chem now, I will note them ons I | 
n|{{should forgert them : vpon condition that you 
he! write me word, what there is to be amended i in. 
Ne | this letter. 


q | | rn art RY GARE RN 
1.4 Letter of the Authour to a Lord of 
great qualiry , who was ſicke , and 
very fearfull of death. He teaches 
him how he is to carry 


himſelf. 


l Haue received your lord-sbips letter, I haue 
readit, and Thaue vaderſtoodit ; ; and] hope, 
our lord hath mercy for you inſtore. For it is 
noe great wonder, that his greatnes shoulddoe 
auour to one who deſerues it not; ſince he hath 

c Dneic {oe often, to{uch as haue  deſeruedthe 
expreſle contrary. I am not ſorry a whitt, that 
your lord-ship is affrayed of death; for alchough 
feare beathiog paynefull, chere is noc hurt 

dr a man to apprehend it; and many times it is 
ent by our bed, to the end, that , by the ſpurre 
bfſeare, we may bee vrged an to doe that, which 

i {wee will notdoe, for the ſpurre of love. And he 
fas being a father of mercy , vlefull ro-guide 

I | thoſe affaires, in ſuch an admirable manner ; as E 
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- both feare, and hope, may helpe vstoride 
way " whichicis ney y = him to pre- 
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| ll at play , which either is not reſtored, or els 


pare, and to make playne ; and in fine thus}: 
*are, ſerues for many good purpoſes, and iris} Uy® 


| hurrfull for none. "mc 
I defire, that youe lordshipp , would. come | ſto. 
naund that houſe to bee built, where your pa-{ {vt 


zes aretobee lodged. As alſo, that you would | I|iti 
defrey the coſt of thoſe armes, and horſe, whe- | adi 
| rewith thoſe townesof yours are charged. I} Þ 

vish more ouer, that you would not cauſe any} ke 
lumptuous cloathes, or furniture, or ſuch like} {Go 
things to bee prouidednow, Beſides if you re-||þ 
memyver any thing which you may have wonne 


got loit againe to the ſamepartyes, I aduile you 
to make reſtitutzog thereof, And , foraſmuch 
as themen , who are Lords of ſtates, as your 
Lotdship is, are not able ta reach tothe know- 
ledze of all the wrongs whiciz may bee done to 
others by. you , noe tor yer your ſeruants 
( chroughtheire negligence ) 1 could wish, you 
would commaund it to beepublished, in all che 
Churches of your ſtate , that whoſoeuer ha | | 
receiued any wrong by you, should declare thepwBat 
fame, and thatfarisfattion should be given him;INo0u 
And you shalldoe well, to appointthe Prior off {pert 
Saint Dominique , and the Paſtor of yourpgjuar 
Chutch where you dwell, and ſome man lear-pIfWas 
d in the lawes 3 who knowes the affaires of}jfue1 
your ſtate ; to heare , and fee what were pd + gjpurc 
bee done, Some particular cauſes your Lord&-jjjpuim 

Il doe well to heare your ſelf, ( chougiJÞ#% 


| 
i shoald be of fotne trouble co you )) thar ſoljiert: 
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"Whey may not (ay elswhere,  tharthis courſe puts 
. DU co more payne, then it doth, I deſire by all 
[Emcanes, thar all this may bee donesfor ic ſcemes 
to mecro be a fit remedy of all thoſe wrongs, 
which may concerne your neighbours, & now, 
[Fitis as caſy crodoe it wellas it villbe hard , ifir be 
adiorned,till after this life, Ler it be noe impedi- 
{menc to this, that the world may chaunce nor to 
like it; fince he, whoe reſpects the pleaſure of 
| bod, will eaſcly deſpiſe, that ofthe wor!d, 
As for thar perſon, with whome your lord- 
willed mee to ſpeake , I haue notdone it 
| | yer +ooo Ll hauenow kept my bed tenor twelue 
dayes together Bur yeſterday, Lroſe, and I will 
ake great care to doe what you "c6maund ye 
Shortly : and youshall knowe what I hnde. 
| Since you went fromhence , our lord hath 
beene pleaſed ro giue meea much more particu- 
r-care to recommend you into the hands of his 
rcy. I did not then, ynderſtandthe caule, 
tis like to be this that there is more needethe- 
jeof. Be it what it will, your lordship js to ani- 
pate your (elf with new courage , to offer | 
our ſelf vp to the will ofour lord: like one wh 
performes (eruiceto his father whois ſome great 
wan , 1. home hee loues much: your lordship 
was not borne for your ſelf, but fqr God. For 
ven before you were borne, you were already 
purchaſed by leſus Chriſt, w ho bought vs, with 
himſelf ( a price of incſ{timable valewe ) to #9e, 
{ that wee , who line, might as S. Paul ſayeth, 
oe live to 19 ov7-ſolues, bat to him, 1 Whoi is hee, t thar f_ 
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| which he hath forgiuen mee, and for thoſe 


of any affliction, which he hall either conti-IF 


will pretend to remayne his owne, gjow that helſMas] 
| {ces himſelfco haue beene bought, by Almiglty|ſy: 
God , and by theprice of God himſelf? 1de 

There are men, who offer themſelues to the|f[}yſ 
 loſſe of their liuesja ſome warr for flight cau- {ha 


| {es : and hall wee be ſoe deſtitute of courage: | hi: 
as not to giue our-ſelues to God2 He gaue him- ff ye 
| ſelf for vs , into the hands of thoſe baſe execu-JÞtif 


tloners : aid Shall not wee adyenture to putt| Jor 
our-ſ(elyes into_his? He did it , chat he might] hi 
dic : and wee are to doe it, that wee may liue, |] (+ 
I would not haue your lordſhipp to be ni-}{ d: 
gardly herein , but make now this account, | n« 


There isa God 7 and for that miſery, which he|ſſd. 


hath endured For mee ; and for thoſe finnes|F} re 


m 
bleſſings which he hath vouchſafed mee ; I}Þ 
owe my ſelf to him, three thouſand times ouer, | 6 
If hitherto I haue not giuen him, the entire do»]{{t1 
minion over my ſelf, I am ſorry for it. From G 
this inſtant 1 giue my ſelf free ; and without} v 
any impediment, or obligation otherwiſe; t | | b 
he may rreate me-wholy, according to his wilk}W4: 
and that mine, may ſubmitt it ſelf , to his, as} 
well inthe docingof any thing which he com» 
maundes, by his holy lawe: as in the ſuffering} t« 


$ 
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nne, oraddrto mee, Where can I be kept be 
ter, then in the hands'of God , into which] 1c 
putt my ſelf? ſince he ſuffers not his creatures | "Ic 


to beloſt: and was contentto loole his lite,thathÞ2\r 
LI might be enabled ro doe this. He would notfÞ} 1 
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| Klee it'of mee, if he did hot like it it : and he) 
pf would not rake pleaſure in ict, -if he did not 
{deſire ic. For itis nota proceeding for God to 
; 
Jyſe , rodelire ys to giue him that , which he 
Wl ath noe mind to receiue, any more, thenirt is 
this cuſtome, to commenad that wee - aske,and 
{yethe forbeareto giue, And fince he, hath no- 
tified his deare willto vs, wherewith hedeſires 
our good, and conſequently that wee may bee 
{ his : let vs not doubt to belciue, but that he, 
{ ( whois ſo carefull to demaund, and he who 
Ldemaunds with the menace of hell, if it be 
{not graunted , and with promiſe of the King- 
[dome of heauen ifir be ) will not be flackein 
| receiuing that very thing , which he de- 
1 maunds. 
Let it notſcemeto your Lordship,that the | 
linnes af your former life, ought to diuert you, 
from this amorous embeacrinane of Almighty 
1 God : lince he ſtands crying out to a ſinner, 
with his armes all open, and fince he doth fo, 
HE before the ſinner calles on him. For thus he 
©i{faith, Fornicata es cum amatoribus multis , tamen 
qrevertere ad me, & ego ſuſcipiam te. Thou haſt com- 
mitted forwication with many louers: but yet retarne 
1 to mee, and [ will receive thee, 
The $hepheard will not eaſily be weary in! 
; {{ceking his loſt sheepe, nor the falkonerin pro- 
Il. Curing to recouer his hauke; and when hefin- 
des her, he takes her: andreturnes home, with | 
G much toy, 
ap. this, becauſe by what I conceiue of 
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| your locdship, you are eadewed with agreater| 


_ 
—— 


of your ſelfe ; confetle , and beleiue , rhat-you 


meaſure of the Knowledze of your ſelf, then of the 
knowledge of God : andrherefore,that you will be: 


more ſubiect to feare, thea to hope, and le, 1 
wish you not to retract the ill opinion you haue 


haue cauſe: and doe not feeke to remoue your 
feare, with falſe hopes , and lyes : to diminish 
your mileryes., by that mcanes, This would 
not indeed proue any diminution, but anaddi- 
tion of one miſcheif, vponthe backe of another, 
and thelatter, would be worſe thea the former; 


to fuch a one, as vaderſtands his owne milerie, 
'good, then wee can poſlibly imagine, Another 


kind of hart hath he, then wee concetue, and 


of mercy, which God vouchſafes to {inners, For 
as they know nothing | by experience of them- 


ſand reliques of thediſguſt , and withall a great 
cooling of theyre loue) therfore doe they iudge 


{and an impediment , in ſteedof a remedy : fince| 
God neuer graunts his pardon and mercy, but 


But beleiue, that as wee are more wicked, | 
then wee can arriueto knowwe : foe is God more! 


eſpecially in pardoning : which men knowe| 
very ill how to doe, becauſe they knowe not] 
welt how to loue, And from hence it growes, | | 
that they,are not able to reach ,, to that height | I 


| 


ſclues, but anger, againſt ſuch as offend them}. 
(andifthey pardon, there yet remaynesa thou- | 


— 


» 
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of God, as they would doe of them{clues; and || 
if they ſay with theyre mouths, tharthere is dif-|'| 
| ceberweene God and rhan , and that they þ 


we 
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forgipe as well as they can, yet theyr harts doe 
or beateto the ſame 1ime.Whean yourlordships 

[ſbanes Shall bee more growne , and hall haue 
wen you ſome dil; puſts;y ou will hauc had ſ6me 

{5 and taſte of this, 

The father doth not voloue the ſonne , al 

though that ſonne make him angry; bur he cor- 
| ectes him, and ſtill carries the hart of a father 
| frowards him. And ſoeis ourlord wontto pro- 
| eede; and whenſocuer the ſinner hath a mind 
{to returne to him, he refuſes not torecciue him | 
finco his paternall harr. 
 Yeaandeuen when he retournes not , he is 
| deſiring that he would retourne : avd all his 

Efinnes arc not ableto quench this Ueſ Ire in him, 

fort his love is that which ſtill excceds. 
| Now wee gaynethisloue, and thisretreate, 
[ 
| 
| 


n to the hart of God, by him , whois the Me 
Wdiatour berweene God, and men Teſus Chriſt our | 
ford. Who being the aturall {onne, did gayne 
Jithe adoption © ſonnes for vs : and that God 
J{should haue the hart of a father towards vs, his 
Fonnes ; whenſocuer wee would diſpoſe our, 
[Iſfcluests cnioy this benefitt, by meancs of per= 
4 narce, » $a the Secraments. This loue, is asthe 

Jjxoote, from whence it proceedes .thar Almigh- 
i Godis contet to expect vs, tocall vs, to re- | 
Tcciue vs, to pardon vs, and to ſave vs. For if 
[wee conſider well, the hart, and loue, where» 
ith this fauour is done vs ; ; It will enamous Vs, 
and oblige vs more to him, then the fauoutir 
If, w hich he zfocdes , what mags, it that 
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Goddoth ſoe much lone man, as throughithe Þ 
'much loue he beates him, and notwichſtariding | IR 
che oceat offences which man commirtes mrale - 
hint, he yet doth not take this loue from hing; | 
nor dothit cuer make him ſay, I will loe ſuch 4 
one nve mare, though be come to mee agayne : I will 
nat ſeeke him out , nor will I ſend to entreate him ; 
that be may retourne to my houſe, He ſaith noe ſuch | 
thing 4s this, Bur that petſeuering loue, doth 
ſill burne with a lively flame ; and this foe} 
| very clearely , that as theſe great waters of his} 
torments, could not foe quench them, as to 
make him forbeare ro dye for ys : ſoe neither | IF. 
can the much greater waters of our finnes, ex= | 
tingaish this enflamed chatity of God towards | 
vs. But it remaynes cuer conquegour, bothin} 
his paynes , and in_our offences : ſuflering | 

there , 'and fotgiuing heere, Hee who $hall | 
wonder at this , will haue reaſon, For it} 
would be a wonderfull thing , if this Kind of 1 
loue were shewed, euen from an inferiour, |IE" 
to a ſuperiour ; of at the nioſt , from but an ; it 
equall , to an equall, Butt now , this loue | 
from God to man, is more then wonderfull, | 
And yet, on the other fide, he who $hall nor F 
beleijue it , in reſpe& that it is ſo ſtraunge a} 
thing , putts a = affront vpon Almighty} 
God, fince he beleiues it not, becauſe it is foe 1 
wonderfull a w orke, | | 
Whereas , on the other (ide it is as cleareÞ 
way whereby to knowe the workes of God; 
if they bs (oe great, as to make ſuch wonder, 
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s know them, For if be be wonderfull , his p * | 
Iworkes are alſo ro be ſoc, And if the reſte of 1: 
his workes be wonderfull , theſe of his loue, 
are wonderfull in the higheR degree : fora(- 
[much as they ſpring , out of his goodnes: in the 
[manifeſtation whereof , he takes more delight, | 
and glory, and yſes it more, then in the mani-+ 
Feſtation of the other attributes, As the'Pro- 
pher Dauid ſaith , Miſerationes er ſuper omnia 
wpera ers, Hu mercyes are over all bis workes, 
How ill therefore are they aduiſed , who re- 
Kfuſc to beleiue that which God doth , becauſe 
it is much ; and who refuſe to expecte , and 
"Yhope , becauſe that which he promiles is much: 
comparing , and parallelling the great acts of 
TEGod, by the ſoc short meaſure of theyre owne 
{Epoore vaderſtanding. | 
TY The wocman of Samaris , cannot arriue to 
FEknowe , how Chriſt our lord can come by any 
water: and much lefle, how he can beſtow any 
och water, as that whoſoever dranke thereof should 
| Stbirft noe more, But our lord ſaith, that the woes 
\ pas knowes not the gwift of God, nor who it is 
{that aduiſes ber 19 faith, and penance : and who 
Js ready to infuſe the holy Ghoſt , into her . 
4 And ſoe, there are ſtill , men foe co- 
Jwardly, and weake in faith, that they cannot 
Ibelciue any thing of God, bur onely in confor- 
ity with theyre owne poorenes. Placeing 
« {{cyre eyes vpon theyre lirtle ſtrengrh , and 
eyre little deſert : and (o like beaſts of earth 
ley creepe vpon the earth, and riſe.noe higher, | 
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But he that lookes ypon God, whogiues vs} 
his ſonne, who is his loue, and ko wectnes 
God toy ards ys: :andin whome he is ſoc high: |! 
ly content, and inwhome his diuine eyes take 
deligit, how can he doubt, of that hart, bur 
thati ic w Jill bec fauourable to vs, when wee call 
. pon i It, with pennance;and pitifull in alithoſe. 
neceſlities, which may occurre to vs. He the=' 
refore wha knowes this; and delirts it aghe. 
ought , may well hope , that he ſhall have it, | 
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will have nothing to feare, as that ſlauemuf 
doe who wantes loue. ' I] 
Make therefore baſte, to loue this Lordy 
who loues you ſoe much and hath conſerued 
youſo well, And if cteryou had a defire tores 
forme your ſclf, and to follow our Lord yet 
cloſer, beſure thar you renew it, and encreaſe] 


| that his people ſhould bee circumciſed. .Once| [| 


|ſecond time, when he brought loſue 1nto the land 

of promiſe, The firſt, ſignifies the firſt coming of 
a man froma worldly, and wicked life , to fok 
low the way of the will of God \ which is the\ 


his kingdome, and then he commaunds it, 
behould i itſelf with new feruour;and to amend|þ 
it ſelf, and tocutt of all ſuperfluity ; to the end] 
| that, with purity, and ioy, it may expecte thi 


crowne of a 2<ingdawe, which tlie goodges of ' 
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it. gow. For-our Lord —_—— twice, | | 


when he enioyned Abraham, todoCit; and thefſÞ 


freight way; eſpecially in rhe eyes of the world/IÞþ 
| The ſecond is, when God will carry aſoule to 


And with-hauing that, he hath all good ; and} 
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"FS" actihete LL iu SIEES 2 70 3 a. , 
d" bath prepared *for his ſeruants. Your j— 
TFEordship muſt vſc to confefle and communi- | 
[Ke often; for ir is a thing, which giues mo 
\{engrh; and comfort, to Feartuldhabnced 
r abſolution , atid to receiue our: Lord leſus 
brift into our boſomes. You mult pray, and 
ad, and giue almes, anddoe whatſocuer other | 
od worke, our Lord ſhall inſpire you to. 
nd let mee knowe how the world goes with | 
And if your Lordship recouer your health, 
ee will yet remaine with hauing put our 
ule well in order; and with hauing gotten 
ength againſt feare, The' Holy Ghoſt , that 
at comforter , which through Te/w Chrift 
ir Lord, was giucn to ſuch as.are well difpo- 
[, to receiueit, dwelleuer in your Lordſhip, 
d teach you bow you may beſt pleaſe him, 


y 


I guide you; by the right way. Amen. 


Z 
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_SPIRITYVALL, Ep, 


A Letter of the Anthour to a lady'who was fick. He 
comforts ber in ber afflifions , and animates 
ber to beare them for the love of Chriſt 
onrloyd , who was foe aſfti- 


Ged for ber, 


| Adam I haue vnderſtood , that you aig 
M ſick, and I am not ſory forit. For if it con 
| co youthrough any exceſle of pennance,, the pi 
nishment is well ores , and if you be lic 
ypon noe other reaſon but onely becauſe oy 
lord ſedesitto you, lervsbid it welcomeinagod 
{ boure, as beinga part of his Croſſe, And though 
in ſome reſpect, your paine puttes me to paing 
as our lord knowes, yet onthe other ſide, Iat 
gladof ir, becauſe I cleary diſcerne the profi 
which will be made vpon this occaſion, by on 
whomse I ſoe much deſire to ſee improued. T 
arenot comforts which I wishto my children 
bur they are correions ; the time of comfc 
comes afterward. For the preſenr, take not you 
eyes from of the Croſſe, nor your heart from hin 
whoplaced you onic, Give not ouer till you fins 
de that ſufferanceis ofa ſweet taſte, for thati 
| the true touch of loue, Take noe compaſiial 
ypon your ſelfe , for there are both in 
and cazth, who haue compaſſion on you,# 
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EPISTLES. Ep. 48, 371 |. 
eir very hearts , andthat whichis laid on you 
as very well conſidered of before; and irpaſ: ' 
d chroughthe handes of ode; who loues you 
ith molt perfe& loue; p 
\ Let not your faithgrow weake intheſe ne- 
elficies , and dangers , nor your loue by the 
eling of theſe afflictiss: when the fire is great, 
ie winde doth not onely not quench ir, bur 
flame ic. And foe when a ſoule loues God 

tinieſt, any little blaſt of aire puts it out, as 
would doe a candle. But true loue growes vp 
afAi&ion, for it applies more ſtrength where- 

to endure , the more weight , it ſees cos | 
ag towardes it. And becauſe that loueis of 
d , it conquers afflition : and noe water 


i 


uld ſerye to quench that fire , which comes 
wane from heatjen. 

- Our lotd called you, that you might loye 

n, and this loue&is noe ſuch thing as muſt 

you reaſon to _— your ſclfe. But you | 
{clfe 


Iſt abhorce your ſelfe for the loue of Chriſt 
lord, anddenyeyour ſelfe, to confelle tim: 

| be cruell ro your ſelfe , that you may be 
et and acceptable to his diuine Maieſty, If 
Hloue and defire to enioy ' your ſelfe , you 
ſt reſolue ro looſe your ſelfe, If you deſire 
e the face of God, you muſt paſſe towardes 
through che pikes, If you care to lodge 
in your hart , caſt your ſelfe away, with 
ler creatures vpon him. Our lord. will 
You 4ll alone, and all afflicted, not for any 
Ihebeares you, bur becauſe ſince his owne 
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372  \SPIRITVALL: | Ep. 48. 
naturall ſonne, was {oe afflicted, he likes nor 
co ſee. his adopted ſonnes apparrelled with any 
other liucry chen that, There is nothing ſoc 
| beautifull iq his light, as to ſee the image of his ic 
| onely begotten ſonnein vs, And as there is no-YF 
thing,ypon which a ſoule can ſoe gladly looks, WF 
[as vpon ourlord leſws being tormented for loueſÞ 
of vs yponthe Croſſe, and the more afflicted and jc 
deformed we ſee him there , rhe more beaurifullſoi 
he ſeemes to vs, ſoc the tnore wee [uffer for God, 
the more beautifull wee shall ſcemeto him, 4, 
Nor is it much , that a ſoule which defires ty 
ſceme handſome in the ſight of God., shouldff 
adorne it ſelfe with ſuch curious cleanfing wixſer 
rers,, as may cnainour his diuine Maieſty by ig Ye! 
ſecing her, ſince the women of the world det M: 
many thinges which put then to-no ſmall trowſſey 
ble, and charge , ſoe that they may content cheſſhwi 
ſonnesof men. Madam'\we mult caſt our skinÞ 
| nes), before we $hall be pleaſing to Almighty 
God. Gould is purified by fire, and the terreſtth 
all part being conſumed, it comes reſplendentfym: 
fromche Crucible. ' = 2 
Let vs be ashamed of being ſoe weake, indſſpen« 
bulines which is ſoe grear, as toimpore the plexſſſas 1 
ling of Almighty God : and if we vnderſtoodfgiu 
this paynt well indeed, we should ger heartfpico 
euen to shed our blood for him , that ſoc wihhwh 
might appeare fairer in bis{ight. As a cerrainefpma 
holy Eremite, conſidering this very thing, angtt 
ſeeing a woman of thie world goe ſoe gallanlpa: 


' and {oe well adorned, he began to w 
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x lay, Pardon mc, Olor!, pacdon me I'befgech”? 
Mhee: for the curious dreſſing, which this wo- 
vefiman , beſtowes vpon her ſeltc inthis oneday, 
o pleaſe the eyes of the world, ouerſtripsallthe 
Fpaines which I have taken tmany ycaresfor the 
& Wpleaſing of thine. . | 25 TS 
\ Soc that, my good lady, this entreptiſeof 
d four is noe matter of wordes , bur of ſorrow, of | 
1{{itrer rorments, of the dishonour of the world, } 
Hof being abandoned by the creatures thereof, & | 
Kometimes cuen of the (ceming ablence from 
he proteQion of the Creatour, And notwith- 
Fitznding-all this a man muſt cary a goodicoun- 
enance, and nor be ſubiect to complaintes, or 
Wdciction of heart : but he muſt reſemblethat 
xIMartyr, whoſe bowelsthey-drew out of his bo- 
ly, and whoſe flesh they tore from his bones, 
vith iron combes : and yetthere ſoundednoe | 
plword out of his mouth but the name of Ceſws, 
nor was there any thing in his hart , but Bleſſed 
+Bibe God, togeather with apurpoſe toendure yer 
amore, if God:should diſpoſe himſelfe to ſendir, 
© To ſuffer for Chriſt our lord, is greatglory, 
fand Godimpartes not that., butto ſuch-a one, 
fas whomehe loues much. A great mercyitis to 
Wgiue a guilty perſon fillips, and to releaferhoſe 
thHcourges , which were his dew, and if thar 
th whercin we ſtand obliged to the iuſtice of God, 
efmay be ſatisfied by what we can fufferhcere,in 
the name of Godlert vs fall co worke, and let vs 
pay whatſoeuer his diaine Maicſty will impoſe, 
x that being gone from hence , we may in- 
C | Aa 3 
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the flame which was Kindled by our loue of 


out feeling them as wine doth -a drunkard; 
This loye ts tn this, like all other loue , that 


God, This makes vs endure dishonours with-} 


brace affliion , and then paſſe ouer it , in] 


whoſoeuer 


yr : p27; : EY 43 Wh 
x 


paſleiles ir ſeekes not himſelf but] 
| his beloued, who inourcaſc, isGodalone and} 


| 
| 
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+ $SPIR'UTVALE Ep. 48 '1 
ſtantly by behold the'face of God, Let vs | $*!* 
labour in this banishment of ours ; for inſtavr- |} ©* 

| ly ypon the end thereof, we ſhall belanded in} I} 
our owne country. S. Auguſte ſaith that be 1Þc 
wrongs 4 Martyr who prayes for him when be ts th 
dead:for Marcyrdome makes aſoule fly ſtreyght |} 
vp to heauen. Let vs therefore labour to be | 19 
Martyrs by our patience in afflition , for |} 

| chough our perſecution be nox {oe greiuous || let 
as theirs was for the time, yer it laſtes lon- ||} 

ger. And we ſhould indeed defire , that this | | wW 
life might not]. be too recreatiue , bur:a{Þ C 

. | meere Martyrdome, For ſuch was the life of] 1 

; our Lord, and ſuch doth hee deſire thar . ours} $j* 
ſhould be. 7'q + 301 

There haue beene many martyrs for the} fo 

faith of Chriſt our Lord , but in fine many | Yþ** 
are gone to heauen,, who were not ſoe. Bur} BI! © 
we all muſt be the Martyrs of loue , it welÞ J 
meane to goe thither; This loue muſt tor-J| Fe 
ment ys, and put ys to paine , both becauſe 1P 
our ſelugs offend God , as alſa becauſe others} þfr 
| doe it. This loue muſt depriue vs of the com- 01P:* 
| forts of this life; and:mult load our ſhoulders qc 
with a Croſſe. This loue muſt make vs firſt im-] c 


x 
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1 bis holy will. But this loue which now is ſoe 
| Eccuell, how full of compaſlion will it be after- | 
{ wardes, to him who hath bowed downe the 
head” to receiue, Martyrdome at the hand | 
{thereof 2 
1 A man cannot cally feele the' force of 
Houe, wherewith it rorments heere, nor that ; 
KB wherewith it comforts afterwarde. Let vs be- 
Lleine it , fince God hath ſaid , it; and let vs 
{walke on in the faith, which we haue in his | 
$] words ; for we haue yet a long way to make. | 
{I} Chooſe which you had rather haue , cyther | 
| fong afflitions, or els very great ones , for 
$ noe man can ſcape ſuffering much, eyther in 
| FJ one fashion or another, Be nor ſorry for this, | 
{for if God giue you much afflittion, it is be- 
cauſe your many finnes deſerue .it ; and ſoe | 
tt you are to make your payment heere , and 
{I beſeech our Lord that you may doe foe, 
fFor if 1 should dye , before you want to 
TPurgatory , perhaps you might want a 
Efreind whoe would carry foe much com- 
paſſion to your ſoule as my felf ; and would 
take ſoc much care to free it , and if you 
dye firſt , I ſhall hauepaincenough, in thin- 
{king of you. | 
| Excuſe mee ,. for it is not fitt , that 
{eyther you'or I , ſhould haue an eye to our 
owne caſe ;” but that although wee should 
{know., that after this life wee muſt ſuffer 
paine , yet heere we mult alſo take courage 
$4 to ſuffer afflictions for loue , & loue is content 
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ced for our loue, Chriſt ourlord carried the Criſs | 
ſe, and'lert vs help him to cary ir on, Chriſt our 


| iord is dichonoured, and 1 renounce honour. 
| Chriſt our lord. ſuffered rorments , andchere- | 
1 fore they shall be welcome to. me. He was ſubic&t 
to many neceſſityes, and 1 ſubmitte my ſelfero | 


che ſame, For me he made himſelfe a ranger, 
and I'defire not to be the owner of any (in 
thing , wherein my heart may reſt. He prey nl 
me, and lett my life.be a continuall death, for 
che lous of him, Let me line yet now not me , butle 
Chriſt our lord line” in me , and that Chriſt, who 
 wascrucihed, exhauſted, abandoned by all che 
| world, and receiued alone by Almighty God, 
This Chriſt 1 loue ; vpon the Croſſe will! 
ſeeke him, and from thence haue I noedefire to 
| inde him. Ler him diſpoſe of me, how he will, 
For my part I will ſaffer affliion for him. Ler 
him chooſe whether he will give me any reward, 


. —_— - = — - - 
-—_ 2 -* wy 2” 2 — hw» 


or noe ; forthe very.ſuffering it ſelfe,is an abun» IU} 


with nothing , bur loue, Chriſt onr lord ſuffe-\ ' 
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dantreward, Andif he wouldgrannt me a great 


| ſaite, I would defire noe other, thento have af} 
iRions : for thereby I may know that 'I lone} 4 
him , and chat he alſoe loues me, ſince he layes 
me vpon the Croſſe , where himfelfe lay. For| 


though I haue noe ayme at mine owne profict, 


t; 


yet 1 know full well chat if continue vpon the} | 
Croſſe he will cary me to his Crowne, To him} 


beglory, through the eternity of all eternicyes. | | 


Amen, 
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| Eecravonannaat tat Rt RARUREREROR 


A Letter of the Authour , to one , who formerly had 
beewe a diſciple of bis, and then being of the Socie- 
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ty of Ieſus , was grower to be, at the poynt of 
death, He congratulates his departure bence , and 
his goeing to enioy the fruites of his labour in his | 
Order ; and he gines bim great hope, of the eternall 
kinsdome , by meanes of the bloud of Chrift our | 
Lord, | 


' HE grace of the holy Ghoſt, beeuer with 
{4 you. Though heere'they ſay that you are 
ypon the point of paſſing into the land, of the 
bwins, ſoe as a man may thinke , that whileſt I 
writing this, you may already be enioying, 
thedeare imbracements of our all{wcete Teſus; 
yet I chought it not amille, to venture this Jet- 
ter towards you ; congratulating with you, 
four promotion to that Prebed, inthe Charch of 
eceleſtiall leru/alem ; where, without all cea- 
ng , Godis praiſed, and ſcene, face to face. Goe 
1 a good houre, moſtdeare father, goe I ſay, | 
Jin 2 good houre, both to ſee all Good, and to 
"Bpoſlelle ir, for all eternity.Goe inagood houre, 
Fo the boſome of the celeſtiall father, where he | 
neertaines thoſe lambes, of his , with glory; 
hich heere he fed with his grace , and corre-| 
"Bfted wich his diſcipline. 
F - Now my good Father , shall you ſee the | 
your , which-God did you, in calling you to 
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1398 SPIRITVALL Ep. 49. 
| a Religions life, and in giuing you grace, in th 
| ſtregth whereof, youdiſpiſingthe world, might 
follow him , by the way of the Croſſe, For nowſe; 
inrecompeace thereof, he will giue you bean 
| for your Religions Order, and 2lory tor that Croſſe, ib 
which you haue borne for his ſake. Bleſled befſi 
our lord leſus.Crift,vvho hath goodnes enough, Ima 
co.inducehim togiue ſuch glory , to ſuch wor 
\ mes of the carth;raifing vp the poore man out of thei 
| duſt, that he may fitt among't the Princes of bis people, her 
Happy is the houre of our corporall death, finceſſe 
thereby wee areexalted, & intitled totake our 
| feate, am6gſt thoſe princes, who liue crernally, 
inthe high preſence of God, O day, which is 
the end of labours, and theend alſo, of linnes,Þ 
andin which , wee aſcend to ſerueour Lord,in 
good earneſt , and not as wee are wont- todoelſi 
ere below , where weeare all diſcomforted;W 
| through the imperfefions of thoſe ſeruices, Þ 
which we performe to God. For heere a maniſf6 
goes halting, & faynting with hunger, ___ ) Jn 
is deſireto pleaſe that diuineMaieſty, & to ſer 
uc him with all the ſoule.Butin heaue, this dels 
reis perfected, & that,, in ſo c6pleat amanner, 
that all thewhole man, is imployed ia the ſer- 
uice, & praiſe of God, without being ſubiedt tc 
the leaſt impedim&t, which may interpoſc it ſelf 
|. Bleſſedbe God, who hath, ſoe ſoone been 
pleaſed to gather you vp, into his granary, /eaiiily 
wallice might els hane chaunged your mind, and toe 
| ſhew you the riches of his bounty , who for ſoe 
few.yeares of ſeruice , imparts an eternity of 
"Teward. | Mu 


| 


— — 
—_ KJ 


4 1 |; 


«- _EPISTLES. — Ep 49. 379 |. 


ne Sir, thisis God, this Ifay is God, thisisthe | 
arfruit of bis paſſion, this is the valew of his gra- 
wie; this iz our happy encounter, to haue fajlen 
nlnto the hands of uch a Lord,to know him, & 
ep loue him, though it be with many impertec- | 
defſtions. But he wathes then away by his bloud, 
h, Imaking vs partakers of his Sacramets, And the 
r-Þpaternall loue, which hebeares vs, both makes | 
Wim cafily encline to pardon our faults, & to be 
e, Wery copious in rewarding our ſeruices, And be | 
ceſ86ducts vs throughthe middeſt of the red [ex to 
we land of promiſe dividing ys, from our finnes 
Ws farre of , as the Eaſt, is from the Welt, and 
sKrowningthem in his bloud.Soe that although | 
gee may ſce them ſtill, yer wee ſhall ſeerhem | 
inWead, & they will ſcrue but to giue ysmarcer, & 
falon , to praiſe our Lord, who hath caft both | 
dhe horſe and horſeman, into the ſea. 
KF GoeSir, with the benediction of our lord 
aB&od , to enioy the riches of your deer Father, 
Which bc gayned for you, withthe launce in his 
Fd, & by thedding his owne bloud, who-neuer 
lesto ſuccourallſuch as place theixe hope, & 
ue in him, It is true that wee {hall mifle you, } 
that weeſhall chinke our ſclues to be all alo- 
: when weare heere without you , but lince 
zod hath delined you tothisgreat happynes, ler 
who loue you, houldit for our owne. And 
e who in our owneright, ſhall lament,will 
oWet reioyce with you in yours;like the brothers 
We Revecce, who is gocingto owning 
Wk, which ſignifies i», Andther , wee 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.49 1 
ſay to,you, you are ous brother , and wee deſire that 
| 24. Joumay encreaſe to thouſanas of thouſands, and hal 
l || your ſeede may poſſeſſe the gates of your enemyes. 

I doe not pretend totell you, how you muſt 
prepare your elf, for this Feaſt, for there you 
haue them,who can doe it, and who will helpe 
h you to paſſe on, out of the hands of men ,into]} 
| the hands of God. And let our lord who came 
1 into the world for. you, and who aſcended vp 
Pf. 22. tothe Croſſe for you, be'he who ſuccours you 
inſuchſorte, that though you walke in the middeſ 
of the shadow, of death, you may yet feare noe ill, 
Sec youcall ypon him, for though you ſhould 
| (bee un the whales belly , yet he harkenes to his 
| ſeruants, euen whenthey,are there, Callvpon|ÞÞ 
$79n44 | bis Bleſſed Mother, who is alſo ours, Call vpon} MI d 
the Saints, whoare our Fathers, and our bre- 
| thren; for with ſach helpes as thoſe, you can- 

not feareto looſe the celeſtiall kingdome, 
| Andif ourlord, will haue you paſle choou 
| Pargatory, let his name be blefſed ſtill; for ſoc 
that you may haue hope to ſce him, you ſhall 
y endure any thing, which may be impo- 
| Ifed. I beſeech Chriſt our Lord who dyedfor 
you, to accompany you at your death, and re- 
ceiue you into his owne armes,, whenyoude- 
| arte out of this life. Say youto him, as hee 
dro his Father, ln manu 1943 Pater , commendo 
hrritum meum,/And1T confide inhis mercy , that 

[you ſhall be received by him, as a ſonne; and] F* 
[treated asthe heire of God,and coheyre with} i 
Chriſtour Lord. Vt 
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10.4 Letter of the Authour to a Religious 
| | Woeman, Who Was neere her death. 

| He enconrages her, and shewes 

| how she u to carry'her ſelf, 

| at that time. | 


a 


dayesof yourlife; and that this, was the time, 
{wherein you deſired mecto remember you, Soc 

{I doe. And though the newes you giue mee, is 
{not plealing to fe an+bloud ; yet when I 
Jlooke ypon you , with chriſtian eyes , it is ro 
Firecreate my ſoule. And {oe is it alſo to recreate 
yours, as our Lord ſaith in the Gheſpell ; when: 

| thoſe things beginne to shew themſelues , looke about 
{yon , and lift vp your beades , for your redemptien is 


Euour ſeruant of Chriſt our Lord ; you 


{by his goodnes, & the merit of his bloud, from 
| mortsll finnes ; yet ſtill you are in dapnger of 
{committing cuen then, and-youaCtually com- 
mitt venial fines; and you are ſtill in the capti- 
fuity of your body, which is ſoc ſubieQto miſe- 
[rie, as that it makes, euen a$, Pauland-others, 
{who arelike him, figh andgroane; and fay , as 
Þ&] him ſelf relates it, that they led in expeFatron of 


ſent mee word , that you were in the laſt |. 


{ncere at band. For though Chriſt haug freed you | 


TLuc.21; 
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the redemption of their body. 
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SPIRITVALL _. Ep.5o. 
Bur there, you ſhall neither ſinne mortally, 
nor yenfally, For by meanes of the bloud of that 
lambe, which was thed for vs, hell, where they 1 
euer {inne, ſhall haue nothing todoe with you, | Fit 
but onely Purgatory; where though they ſuffer, |} 
yet they finne not. And from thence , you ſhall] 
goe forth to ſee your Spoxſe,to-enioy thatblifle, | I 
which he wonne for you, with the nailes in his 
hands,and with his feete faſtened to the Croſſe. | 
And foraſmuch as, it is aſtranger thing , xo fee} © 
God nailed ypona Croſſe, then to ſee you placed} 
in beauen; I confide in his goodnes, that; fince.heÞÞ 
had mercy enough , r6 make him doe the more; | 
he wilt not want it for that which is the leſſe, } 
Thither will he carry you, thither, I ſay, will þ 
he carry you, to remaine with himfelf, Forthe| 
eſpouſalls, which heere were celebrated betwee-] 
neyou, when you ſolenely made Profeſſion, that | 
you would live and dyctn the ſtate of Religion, | 
was oneday to be concluded, by that being, to- | UP 
gether both of him the ſpouſe, and of herghis fel- | 
low ſpouſe in heauen. There ſhall youſee your | IU 
ſelf, in ſoe grear liberty,and aboundance, that | 
' youwilleſteemeyourincloſure, & aflitions, 
heere, for well employed. Andtherewill they | * 
ive you, a body , which though in ſubſtance 
it ſhall be the very ſame, which heere you ha- | 
ue ; yet ſhall it be yery different,in health, and | I} 
life, and other things. And you will incompa- | F 
rably more reioyce in it there, then you have] I} 
ſuffered init, heere, All eptire, all entire , in | I 
| bodye , and ſoule , are yow to bee bleſſed|. - 
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here;and ſoc beaut] fed,as is fitt for the honour 
of him, whotooke you for his ſpoxſe leſus Chriſt 
the lord, both of this, & the other world. Be not 


{rhinking of what your owne {innes deſerue, 
1 Chriſt our lord;can doeall things,and he loues 
| you, & will no forſake you. And ſince he hath 
| preſerued you, in this time of your nauigation, 
{amongſt all the tempeſts of this life; beſure, 
Wchac he will not ſuffer youto periſh , now that 
| you are gocingtodiſinbarke. 

Putr yourſelf wholly into his bid, offering 
| your ſelf entirely,to him,both in life, & death, 
and co whatſocuer he will. And beg pardon of 
him, by his bloud, for all that, wherein you ha- 
ne offended him:and being confeſſed, & com- 


"Bf municared, caſt your ſelf headlong at his feere, 


* Bf anddefire of him, one drop of his bloud , whe- 
* Bf reby you may be waſhed, and haue great confi- 
| | dence, that you ſhall bee ſoe, 

| Be as rcſerued, to yourſelfe,8 as free from all 
* Ff conucrſation, as the ſtate of your lickneſlſe will 
| _ For our Lord, before he was tody, left 
' Bi hi 

| : 


s diſciples, that he mightpray inſolitude, to 


Fhis father, giuipg vs ſoto ynderſt5d, thatin this 
traunce, we mult reſ@ble him. Andlet your dif 


Mother. And to the end that your infirmity di- 
Fuert you nor, from them; it will bewell, that 
you behould an image of the Crucifix ; & of his 
FE Mother Riding by him, Giue thakgsto our lord, 


herefore diſmayed , when you are to dye ,by 


courſe be with Chriſt our lord, & with his 'Bl | 


. 


| h 


* II with your whole bart, forthefanour he hath 
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jdone you, whether they be generall; or parti- | 
cular; and caſt your ſelf into the wounds of | 


| Chriſt qul Lord ; which is that San@wary, our | INt 

|  Fof which, his Iuft:ce, muſt not crepe ined ma- y 
 -"LefaGours ; as are repentant. And repoſe you | th 
there, and conteiu froog hope, that by: mea- | I|£u 

nes of his bloud ;anddeath, you {hall goe , and | If 
| enioy, that life in heauen, which neuer is ro | I} f 
1 haueanend, Our Lotd Izsy s be cuer with | JE 
t | you, Amen; 5 'wh 
o 


EFXSAESARTS 


| A Letter of the Amthouy to a woeman , tho did 
| | greatly feele the abſence and disfanour of out | pr 
Lord. He antimates ber to confide mour Lord: and 1 | 
| | be aftigned dinerſe canſes ; why God afflubles his | Ftye 
F  { ſeruanis; andof the frait , which his Diuine Mas | Fjto 
refty reapes from thence. h 


Wa D Oe not conceiue that. to be anger in our | 
| L-' Lord, which indeede proceedes from true} WIP* 
| | leue, Forashe, whobeares ill willto another, | Yi 
Bi doth flatter ſometimes , and fawne vpon himz} 

© > ſo true loue ſometimes corre&ts and thides, 
Andthe holy ſcripture ſaith,, That the wonndes, | bt | 
4 which. are given by bim' , wholones, are better, then | 


{be falſe kiſſes of bim , who bates, And therefore 


die... 2.5 dats. Ad. "_— 
0 


| wedoe him anextreame wrong, who reproues.| 

or punithes vg our ofthe howells of his lone; if LR 

we thinke orſay,thar he perſecutes ys, as if he | IÞ®: 
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ues vs nor. Doe nor forget , that the Media= [| | 
; tour betweent God the Father and vs, is Teſws 
* BiCbrift our lord, by whome we are beloutd, and | 
Itycd wich ſo ſtrong « bond of loue , tharno- 
[thing is able to vndoe it, if nian hitnſelfdo not | 
[tuct the knotr, by the guilt of niortall ſinne. 
| | ' Haue yori ſoſoone forgotten, that the bloud 
of Teſs Chrift cryes out in the demaunde of mer- | 
Fitie for vs? and that his crye is ſo loyde ; as that 
& drownes the crye of our finhes; ſo that it can* | 
notbe heard 2 Doe you not know , that if our 
| Ffinnes should ftill cemayne aliue, notwithſtan- 
ling that Chriſt leſs dyed to defcate them, his 
death should be of licle worth, fince it could 
wot worke that cffe&t > Letnoman ett aligbr 
price vpon that, which was ſo highly valued by 
Almighty God ; that he holdes it A aſufficiefr, 
Wiyeca a ſuperaboundant diſcharge, forasmuch as 
oncernes his parte therein , of all the finnes of 
the whiole worlde, and of a thouſand worldes, 
if there were ſo manie, 
{ They, whoareloſt, are not loſt for want of 
"Wpayment, but for want of ſeruing themſclues | 
thereof, by meanes of Faith and Penvance, and 
the Sacraments of the holic Charch, Settle once 
Jthis truth ic your hart, and doe it ſoundly, that | 
{Chriſt our lord rooke the bufineſle of our te- | 
demprtion to his owne charge gs verily, as if it 
had beene his owne ; and he caltes our finnes, 
tis: by che mouth of Dauid; ſaying: Longt a ſa-' 
Slate mea , verbs delioram eorm ; And he de- 


| 


maunded pardon fot them , though himſelfe 
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committed none; and he delired with a moſt|| 
ofqund internall loue, that his ſeruavts mig be]. 
beloucd, as if he baddefired ir for himſelf: | 
$as he delired it, he obrayned it. For, accor- 
ding tothe ordinance of God, he and we are (o 
much one thing , that either he and we muſt be 
beloued, or he and we muſt be abhorred. And 
ſince he neither is , nox can euer be abhorred, 
neither can we alſo be (fo, if we be incorpora- | 

tedinto him, by Faith and Loue.-But nay 2984 
becauſe heis beloued, we are alſo beloued, and| 
that iultly : becauſe he weighes more, towards| 
the making of vs to be beloued , then we doe,} 1 

co make himbe abhorred. And che. Father lo-| | 
ues his Sonne, more , then he abhorres ſuch Gn-| 
ners, asare converted to him, Andasone,who | I} 
was much beloued by his Father, he ſaid to him. If 
to this effe : Either loue them, or loue not me;} 
for I offer myſelf in pardon oftheir ſinnes, to the 
ende,that they may be incorporated into myſelf, 
| The greater loue ouercametheleſler hate, & we 
are beloued, pardoned, andiuſtified : & we haue | F$ 
great hope not to be forſaken there , where the-| F* 
| reis ſoſtrong a knotr of loue.. 

If chrough our weakeneſle we be afflicted 
with exceſline feares, ( as now you are, concei-| 
uingthat God hath forgotten you )our loxdhath! | 
prouided you acomfort, ſaying thus|by the Pro» 
[/as. 49+ phet : Shall the mother perhaps be able to forget: 16 
take pittie ypon the childe of hey wombe 2 well , if sbe 

dee , yet will not I forget thee + for-I carrie thee $i 
wriren in my hands, O writing , which art.{o 2 | 
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{cnc , whoſe penne be hard nayles , whoſe\ 
'Winke is che bloud it (elf of him , who writes, 

$1 and the paper is his owne very flesh : and his 

1 word ſaith thus : 1 have loued thee with an eternall ere.z 
| loue , and therefore 1 bane drawen thee towards me | © 
1 with mercie, | 

{| Suchawriting therefore as this,niuſt nor be 
1licle eſteemed , eſpecially wheri one findes in 
] himſelf, thathis ſoule is drawen by the (weete- 
| nefle of good purpoſes,which arefignes of that 
4 cternaflloue , wherewith our Lord hath choſen 
$f and loued him, - Be not therefore ſcandalized, | 
{ or aiflited for any of theſerhings, which happen | 
| to you: ſincethey all are diſpenſed by thoſe very 
hands, which were nayledtothe Croſle foryou, 
{ inteſtimony of the loue hee bare you. And ifyou | 
* deſire to ynderſtand, what you gett heereby, in 

| ; theintEtion of Gad who ſendes them, you muſt 

| know,that they are tryalls, whereby you may be 


{ 
[| 


bt 
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examined:that afterward (as one, who hath bee- 
ne fairhfull in the conflit) you may be crowned 
| by the had of our lord, withaCrowne of Luſtice. 
: And to the ende , you may not thinke, 
{ that the particulars , which you endure, arc 
{| ſignes of reprobarion : and that they are (ear 
; by our Lord to none but wicked men, heare 
I what Dauid faich inhis owne perſon , and of 
Bi many others, who walked inche way,of God: 1 
un ſayd in the exceſſe of my ſcule , that 1 am caſt | put, \ 
| of before the countenance of 'thine eyes. And | 30. 
Frhough this diſmay of hart , and the'disfa- py 
our. , waich wee finde in the middeſt ' _ _\ 
_——_ "TRES t. 
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| thereof, be a thing , which doth much afflicte, 
| andrthat the foule can take no ayme of how it 
ftandes in the ſighr of God , nor how it hall 
ſtande , nor what ende that Crofle shall have: | 
yet neucrthelefle there are few things in the | 
world, which are ſo forcible to purge hhnnes, | 
or-w hich teach a man ſoe manic truties, as. 
doth this darke obſcuritie , and ioward aflli- 
tion, which makes the ſoule {\ycate droppes 
of bloud. _ " 

| Our lord ſendes this to his ſeruants , that 
they may not departe this life , without feeling, 
| whar«croſles and tribulations are, And therc- 
fore he wounds them in the ſpirict , wherein 
they liue* For, if he should but wound themin 
temporall things, to which they aredead, they 
would haue-no ſence at all thereof, You mult 
therefore be ſurerogiue a good accompt of that 
dangerous paſſage , wherein God hath beene 
pleaſed to beſtow you : and you muſt adore his 
 tudgements. And being comforted through 
conkidence in his goodnefſe, bowe downe that 
head of yours , without anie more ſifting into | |: 
the matter , and open the mouth of your bart, | I 
tolwallow downe this pill of darkenelſe, and | 
deſolation , and disfauour of God, throughthe | F/ 
-j, obedience, which you owe to the ſame God. | | 
- | And knowe for certaine, thaf vnleſſe you haue | Þ 
a minde to breake your word, and vaſay your | 7 
{ef in this tryall , which God ſendes to you, 

you muſt refolue to make yourſelf ſtrong , as. 
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Þ {tbarſo you may grow hard , like anie bricke : 
{and fitt to reſiſt the raynes, and windes ofremp- 


| Our lord tryed them , and found them worthie of himn-- 


| [ſtones of tribulation into bread, if you delire ro 
*[hauetheteſtimonie of being the childe of God, 
[Andifhegiue youan appetite to cate the white, 
 Jand ney bread of conſolation, rewitt it back 
'Jagainero the will of our lord : and be content 
| with being ſure, that you hall haue ſo much of 


'Fuſtayned in this, And in ſteede of thoſe hard 
| bories, which here they gaue youto be grawed 


| 
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You mult be baked in the fre of tribulation, 


tation, andtroubles, and that you be not ſoff, 
likethe dawbingof a wall, which is inſtantly | 


building, Forthe people , who are to be placed 
inthat houfeof heauen , muſt be beaten, and 
hammerd here on earth by the knockes of manie 
tribulations and temptations, asitis writren : 


| 


ſelf. Learne you therefore to ſuſtaine your {elf 
with ſtrong foode; and ſtrive to conuerte theſe 


that in the next world | as thatrheſweetneſle 
thereof, will farre and farreexceederhe recom- 
pence, which mizhe be due for anie bitterneſle 


, by your ſoule : you $hall there be em- 


ob 
ployed in feeding ypon that moſt ſauorie bread 


5 


4 
A 


; 


+ [of life, which is God himſelf: and thereof cthete 


will neyer be an ende, And therefore hope 
for this, and comfort yourſelf with'this : tor 


diſſolued by water , and no way fitt for a ſtrong: 
| 


| Ep. 51. 
dying euerie day , as S. Paul did, "I des 


Sap. 3, 
| 


the bulineſle , whexeof wee ate now in que- 


ſion , is nor fitt for thein , who are either of 
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a delicate life, ora weake faith. 

You will ſce yourſelf many times inſuch 
a kinde of ſtate by theſe afflictions, as that if 
you conhder them with the ſcnſe of flesh 
and bloud, you will thinke them to. be the 


'| vety markes of hell, ahd eucn a beginning the- 


reof ; but yet you muſt ſuffer it with patience, 
though ir be without comfort: yeaand though 
youdonot ſo much as feele your owne conti- 
dence; thatſo you may knowe , what it is, to 
ſuffer in good carneſt. For as long as a man's 
confidence is very ſtrong , there is nothing, 
which,can afflite him yery much, but when 
Godhides his face, and ſhewes the ſoule no fa- 
your, but disfauour; and when it is perſecuted 
by enemies, and yer feeles northe helpe of her 
good friend, then indeedeis it pure ſuffering, 
and hath a taſteeuen of the very tormenrs of 
hell... You will not then diſcerne any hope, 
which you may haue to eſcape, but you mult 
| content yourſelf with this , that you deſpaire 
not;andlet that diſcomfort be accepted by you, 
{ in penance for your finnes, wherein once you 
trooke delight; and let itatlengthſerue to make 
youclearely ſee, how litle that is , which you 


he, who ſinnes by louing and liking himſelf, 
ſhould pay for it , by being inwardly and pro- 
| foundly disguſted with himſelf ; and thathe, 
who had confidence in himſelf, may ſee, to his 


coſt,that he is good for nothing. 


are able to doc of yourſelf. It is but reaſon, that 
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muſt you ouercome , if you will deſerue the 
Crowne of that kingdome, Conlider , how 
the holy Scripture faith : Bleſſed i5 the man , who 
ſuſfers temptation , for when be 5hall haue beene 
tryed ., he 1s to receiue the Crowne of life , which 
God promiſed t6*them , who lowe him, 1f the 
Crowne contente you, let not the tryall dif- 
pleaſe you; and therecan be notriall withour 
temptation ; afid- no temptation of troubles 
can be coming towards you , which paſles 


ther; and who meaſures out ſo much thereof, 


"| as may befitt, and neither to fall short in reſpe& 


of your profitt, nor to ouerflowe in reſpect of 


your weakeneſle. | 
Feare not to drinke with patience, of 


[that , which God dranke with loue. And 
[God himſfelfe faith to vs 3 My ſonne., doe 
* [not caſt thyſelf into anguish , when 


thow art 
correfted by Almighue God. For hee correfs 


| him , wWhome be loues , as the father doth the 


ſonne , in whome hee delights, And elſewhere 
he ſaich : Doe nor deſpiſe thyſelfe m thy weake- 
neſſe , but pray to G14 ,, and bee will care thee, 


{And now , fince we are commaunded , on 
the parte of God , that whatſocuer happen, 
;|we muſt not be diſmayed, let vs make our. 
© [recourſe to him , vpon | the: conhdence, 
* {which we hauec in his word ; and let vs be 


{forde. 


* {defireto enioy the reſt of heauen, In this warre | 


[not from the hand of God, who is your fa- | 


© [his fauour , which hee cannot fayle to at- | 
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| me+be changed from deuour'to flacke , and 
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| 0 fiter, and if we could but fee, how deare 
and precious we-are in the eyes of God ! Qh 


chat we.could bur ſee, how doepely he holdes 
vs lodged in his hart, and how neare we are to 


leſws Chrift , for hee it is , whome with a full 
mouth we proclaime to be our hope. Nothing 
can'ſo fright me ,"as hee can ſecure me, Let 


tepide : from'gocing rowards the comforts of 
heauen , to goe towards the darkeneile ofthe 
blacke pitt of hell. Ler-mee be enuironed by 
| which, may bee to-come : ter the deuills ac- 
cuſe me, and lay ſnares for me : let men per- 
ſecute and fright me , let them threaten me 
with hell and , lay ten thouſand dangers be- 
fore me , and yet after all this , by ſighing, 
and ſobbing for my tfinnes , and by caſting 
mine eyes vp to Chriſt our.lord , defiring hel- 


ſo benigne , ſo'full of mercie, and that moſt 
firme and fairbfull louer of mine ; ecuen to 
death ) and I cannot be perſwaded', to dif- 
confide ; eſpecially when I conſidet , that I 


was giuen forme, | | 
O Chriſt, thou hauen of 


rempeſtnous waues. of their owne harts ,) and 


——_ 
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peathis hands, ( that lord, who is (o meeke, | 


was valued at ſo high a rate, that God himſelf | 


| ſecuritie for all | 
- [them , who being bruſed and battered by the 


him, when we may perhaps conceiue our (cl-. 
uesto be caſt furtheſt of ! Bleſſed be our lord |. 


my-ſinnes, which are paſt , and by feares, | 


I ——_—_ _ 


flve to thee for ſuccour ' O thou fountai-'' 
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ne-of huiog WatCrs , 
[emboſled, and pincht by thoſe ſpicituall, dogs, 
| which are the deuills, and their owne hens, 

Thou art that profound intcrnall reſt , the 


| | hope , which neyer fayled, the protettion of 


orphans , and the defence af widowes. Thou 
art that firme houſe of ſtone, which giueſt re- 
[ceipt to thoſe porcupines , which are {o full 
fof roughneſle, and (har penecle, througa their 
[linnes, "If with groanes , and delwe of pardon, 
| they fly towards ghee. Thou defendeſt vs from 
the weath of God , to which we are ſ{ubiect. 


[And although ſometimes thou commaundelt | 


| [thy Diſciples toenmcr into the ſea without,thee, 
[rhar ſo they may be weaned by licle iodIliclefs 
[thy ſwecte conuerſatic; & though, when thou 
art abſent, ſuch rempeſt of the ſea may riſe, as 


[{till thou forgerteſt them nar, Thou biedeſt 
them departe' from thee , 
[#hicn, thou gocſt to pray Gon them, They Tin 

ce, how haſt layed tnem alide, andcliat thou 
Meepeſt; and thenart thou ypon thy Knees for 
them, And when three partes of the night 
were already paſt, and-when it ſcemed to thy 
infinite wiſfedome, that then thou hadſt Kept 


' apeſt longenough , thou deſcendedit from 
the mountaines and ns the true Lord of thoſc 


to thole itags, who are 


them long enough in paine,through thy abſen- 
| [ce , and that then they had continued in that. 


nconi}ant waues, thou walkedit ypon them,, 


—— 


[to putt hs ſoule into hazard of bcing loit, yer. |. 


Route yt Euen very | 
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(fo for all is firme vader thy. feete ) « and thou 
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thee fartheſt of from them; and thou vtteredſt 
| theſe wordsof confidenceto them : lt #5 I; be not 
afrayed, | 


that ſoule in errour , who will not confidein 
thee, and through thee , from the moſt pro- 
found internall parte of the hart; if withall he 
can becontent to amende his life, and toſerue 
thee ? O that thou wouldſt but let men know, 
how much reaſon , they haue, who cometo 
giue themſclues to thy ſeruice , not to be dif- 
mayed, ynder the condutt of ſucha Captaine 
| andthat there is noc accident, which oughtto 

ion and feare; as the newes of what thou art 
ought to giue chem comforr, If thou, Olord, 
wert well knowne , there is no ſoule, which 
would not loue thee and confide in thee, yn- 
leſſe it were ſtrangely wicked. 

For this it is, that thou ſayſt : [tis [ , therefore 
dee notfeare. Tam he , who kill, and giuelife: 1 


them back againe; that is,I aftlicta man till he 
thinkes , he dyes and then againel refreſh , 1 


| 
quickened. 
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drewelſt neare thy ſeruants, when they thought 


O Chriſt our lord, thou diligent and care- 
full paſtour of thy ſheepe , and how muchis 


putt anie ſeruant of thine, into ſo great affli-| 


caſt men downe , as low as hell, and I draw} 


recreate , and I giue him lite, I caſt men into} 
certaine diſcomforts , which ſeeme hell to] 
them : but when they are there, I forgett them{ 
not, but I fetch them from thence, and they} 
are but therefore mortified, that they may be}. 


I ſende them not thither , ro|. 
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emayne there , but that their entry into that | 
[ſhadow of. hell, may be a meanes tq make 
them eſcape the ſubſtance of that true hell 
after Suk , and that they may fly vp to 
heauen, I amhe , who can deliuer you om 
affliction , for I am of-infinite power. 
And I am he , who will deliver you. , for 1 
am of. infinjce goodneſle ; and Iam he, who 
Know how godo it, forT am of infinite wiſe- 
dome, I am your Aduocate for I embraced 
your cauſe as mine owne. I am your ſurety, 
for I haue made myſelf ſubic& ro all your 
debts. I am your Lord, who haue purchaſed 
you with mine owne bloud ; and with no 
| {meaning to forgett you, but to doe you ho- 
| {pour , if you will ſerue me, becauſe you were 
bought at ſo high a price. 1 am he, who ha- 
ye {o profoundly loued you, that forthe loue 
"Wot you , I haue begne contented to be 
{transformed into you, andro become paſli- 
ble avd mortall, I , who in mine owne na- 
ture , was very farre from being ſubic& to 
luch miſerie, Iam he, who deliuered myſelf 
ouer to innumerable torments of bodie, and 
farre greater torments of minde , that you 
night take. hart ro endure ſome for lone of | 
me, and to conhde, that you ſhall in fine, be 
treed from them , ſince I am he, who vnder- 
ake it, 1 am your Father, as Iam God, and 
your elder-brother, as [ am man. I am your 
&ariſt, & your redemption, and what fearecan 
you then haue of your debts , it by penance, 
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and Contetlton, you demaunde a generallre-' 
leaſe of them ? I am your reconciliation, and 
of whoſe wrath can youthen be afraide ? I am 
that true-loues-kngtt of friendſhipp ,and how 
then can you thinke, that you-are fallen out 
with God ? I amyourdefender : and what © 
polites can you apprehende? I am your freind, 
and how then doe you feare, that youcan want | 
anie thing, which I haue, ynleſlegou will nee. | 
des departefrom me? | 
My bodie, and my bloud is yours : and why 
then doe you feare hunger? nay, my verie hart 
is yours, and why then doe you feare to befor- 
gotten2 yea and my divinitie is yours, and what. 
doubt can youthen haue of miſerie 2 For acceſ+| 
ſories vnto that Principall , my Angells are; 
yours to defende you. My Saints are yours, to 
pray for you, My bleſſed mother is yours, tobe 
[the carefull and indulgent mother of you all. 
The earth is yours, that you may ſerue me ypon 
it, The heauen is yours, for you shall enioy it, 
and me in it. Thedeuills, and hell is alſo yours, 
for you hall treade'it and them vnder foote, 
like lanes, who arechayned vp in that priſon, 
This life is yours, becauſe with it you gett an- 
other, which shall never ende. Your honeſt ets 
tertainementsand delights are yours, For you | 
dire& them to my glorie. Your paynes are| 
yours, for you endure them for niy loue, and | Wi 
for your owne true good, Your temptations | 


| [meritt , and of an eucrlaſting Crowne in hea-, : 


ar 4 
UA 


: 


are yours, becauſe they are occaſion of your | I 
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Wucn, Your death is yours,"becaule it is to be 
'Fthe immediagxe ſteppe to your eternall life, 
And all theſe things you poſlefle in me; 
nd by my meancs ; For neither did I gaine| 
them for myſelf alone , neither will I enioy 
them alone; for whenl putt myſelf into your | 
companie by taking your flesh vpon me, I did 
lit , to make you partakers of all the meritt, 
which I should acquire by my labours, my fa- |, 
Wiſting, cating, ſweating , weeping , and by the 
Wenduring of all-my torments and death, if the 
faulc be not your owne, 
' Now, youcannotaccount yourſelf poore, | 
vho pollelleſo great riches,if you.doe not wit- | 
tingly throw them away, by your wicked lite, 
Bc not diſmayed; for I-will not forſake you. 
It is true, taat you are no better, then ſome 
thinne giailes; but I will holde you faſt in my 
hand. Your weakenelle ſetts of , my ſtrengeh 
the morc, From your ſinnes and miſcries-, 1 
draw the manife{tation of my goodneſle, and 
hercie, There is nothing, which $hall be able 
to hurt you, if you will loue me, and confide 
in me, Thinke not of me according to your 
owne opinion, and the iudgments , which are 
made by flesh and bloud ; but thinke of me by 
a ſtrong faith with loue ; nor by the apparance 
df exteriour lignes, but by that hart of mine, 
Which was opened for you ypon the Crolle, 
hat you mightdiſmiſſe all doubr, whether you 
we bcloued by me or no, foraſmuch as concer- 
bes my parte; ſince you ſce ſuch workes of loue 


—- — ——— — - —_— — tt 


®* 
p % 


_ % WT. 


 __SBIRITVALL Ep.ga.Þ 
without, and a hart; which was ſo wounded }i 
by that launce within; and yet more wounded [i 
by ray loue. 

How ſhall I denye myſelf to them , who 
{ceke me, ro do me honour, finceI went out to 
that way, where tltoſe others ſought me to ofs 
fende me. I oftered myſelf ro ropes and chai- 
nes, which afflicted me; and shall I refuſe my= 
ſelftothe hart-and armes of Chriſtians, where 
I deſire to repoſe 2 I yeilded myſelf to thoſe 
ſcourges, andto that hard pillar ; and $hall I 
denye myſelf to that ſoule, which will be ſubs 
tet to me? I turned not away my face from 
him, who ſtrooke me; and shallIturne it away 
from him, who will holde himſelf happy, that 
he may beholde and adore me. W har litle cons 
fidence is this, that ſeing me to be voluntarily 
rorne in pieces. by the hid of dogs,forthe loue 
of my children, yet thoſe children should be 
doubtfull, whether I lone them, or no,though 
they be confelled to loue me ? 

Conſider , o yee ſonnes of men , and tell 
rhe, whome I euer deſpiſed, if he defired tobe 
well with me 2 whome haue I abandoned, if þ 
he called on me > from. whome haue I fled ; if} 
he ſought me 2 I conuerſed , and I fedde with} 
finners: yea I called, and I iuſtified them , who Ii 
were forlorne, andeuen fowle in finne, Nay,l 
* | amimportunate to winne their harts, w ho loue 
me_not., I make myſelf a beggar to all thejW- 
world, and what cauſe is there thento ſuſpetJſW 
me of forgerrfullneſſe towards my children, 
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Wwhen there is ſo great diligence vſed borh, to | 
loue me, and to make expreſſion of that loue? 
Andthough I may coceale it ſometimes,yet do 
I not leaue to loue; but cuen forthe very loue, 
I beareto my creatures, I couerit; for whome 
nothing is ſo good, as not to know any thing, 
which concernes themſelues ,- but to remitt 
themſclues wholy to me. In that ignorance, 
foth their knowledge conliſt; in that ſuſpence, 
eir ſtrength, and in thatſubiection, their do- 
minion, And it ought co ſufhſe a ſoule)) that 
ir lycs in no other hands but mine, which are 
alſo hers, lince for her they were nayled ypon 
the Crofle, Yea , they are more hers, then mi- 
ne, ſince they laboured more for the purchaſe 
of her good , then of mine owne, And to the 
ende, thatI may draw her out of all ſelf con- 
ceipt, and make her follow my direCion; it is 
I, who condud her into this darkeneſle, that 
fo she may know nothing of herſelf. But yer 
till if She putt her confidence in me, and de- 
parte not at my ſeruice, I will deliver her, 


Tod I willglorifye her; and allthis will I per- 
Worme to her, Be faubfull ro death, aud I will ge 
Tee the Crowne of life, | 
W . This ſayth our Lord to all faithfull ſoules, 
Wand this he ſayth to yours, which I pray God 
b keepe. Amen, | 
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, F: 
A Lerner io 4 Lady , who was 4 Religious womgn, Þ 
and mn veil affiithion, He shewes 5 haw troubles d 
are the provfe of Faith and Loue 1n the ſernants | 
of God; and how confident ri\cy o:12ht to be of by 
Dinine M weffy 14 the midd:ft of their troubles, 
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S ſoone as receiued your letter, t offered 
thanksro our lord, for hauing giuen youaÞ 
figne, that your vocation came from his hand; | 
and this {f3ne is, that you haue ſaftered rribula« þ 
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| t10n, You muſt nor be alittle glad of this, finge|} 


our Lord lones you, Nor yer muſt you befſlackyÞ 
lace you arc in the mid{tof many dangers; butt] 
ca:ry youreyetowardes him, whoe hath called} 
you with foe great love. You mult alſoe haue 
ſtrong hart. For he calted you not with inten-| 
tion to give you ouer in tlie midſt of your touts} 
ney ;.but to guide you vnder the protection off 
his owne wings , till he may haue conducted} 
you:to heauen , where you ſhall ſee his facts] 
Let not the Faith of Chriſt our Lord, nor the}, 
loue you owe him {lcepe in you;for he nenerÞ 
fleepe: , whea there is queſtion of doceing you Þ 
anic good, = 
Theie are coken;, which he vſes to ſende, 
to whome he louec;, torrye, if they alſo loueF 
bim in their afflictions, and if they-confide in 
him in tneirdangers, That ſpouſe is not wor? 
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thy of tnankes, who loucs her fellow-ſpoul& 
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wt onely when he is preſent with her , nor |. 
dth it coſt her much co.confide in him , when | 
ie findes herſelfe regaled by him. But the mat- 
ris, that, when he abſentes himfelf from her, 
ea and when he ſeemes to haue forgoxen her, 
*Fzhe muſt loue him ſo much the berter, as he is 
| further abſent from her, and confide in him fo 
much the more , as she hath fewer exteriour | 
'Blignes of his fauour. 
| It isenoughfor you , my good ſiſter, tohaue 
'Fknowen alreadie by experience ; how louing 
' Four lord hath beene to you, by his hauing dra- 
"wen youro the knowledge of hitnſelf. And be 
'Fjou not craving new teſtimonies of his loue, 
but make yourſelf ſure enoug h thereof, and be 
' Flnor troubled , although he correR you , and 
| Fitiough it ſeeme,, as ifhe eſtranged himſelf from 
\Rjyou, and forgotr you ; bur x74 a ſay thus : He 
th « minde to trye me, and not to oppaeſſe me, You' 
ſt loue our lord, though hecorre you; you 
haſt confide in him , though you feele no com- 
dt from him. Seeke him, though he hide him- 
elf; ſuffer him notto reſt, till you haue waked 
im, and till he confeſſe, that you are faichfull 
(his abſence ; and thus you sball finde him to 
fturne to you , with ſo much aduantage , as 
hat, when you enioy his preſetice againe, you 
W! eſtecme your former afflitions well em- 
loyed. | 
©Procure great courage , wherewithto ſuffer; 
F after the rate of your ſorrowes , shall your 
forts be. Be not a louer of yourſelf : but 
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be a louer of God : looſe yourſelf, and foe} 
| you $hall bee ſure to finde yourſelf, And if | 
once yow would bud truſt God home., and]. 
if once you would offer yourſelfe to bim|. |. 
with true loue , there could nothing hap- 
pen , which would fright you. All bitter 
frozen afflictions proceede but from diſtruſt |; 
in God. And for this our lord ſayde-: Ler ror} 
your barts bee troubled, and doe not{eare. You be=|"Þ | ; 
[eine in God : belewe alſo in me. So that Fa'th and 
lope is the cauſe of peace and quietneſſe to 
the hart, 

There is no one thing, which is ſo neceſſa- |}, 
rie for you , towards the making: you able to}: 
arriue at theende of that dayes worke ,'whe- 
rein God hath placed you ,, as to copfide iy 
him with loue. Our lord bath manie proofes! 
ro make of you : and manic tribulations shall| F 
growe, where you looke leaſt for them : but} | 
if you ſtand armed with Fa!th. and love , you| 
' [Shall ouercome them all, Doe but remember, | || 
how the children of Iſrael , when they were ||; 
ifſued out of che land of Egypt, by meanes of | |. 
ſo manie miracles, and were paſſing through} Þ 
ſo manie afflictions , before they arrjued at} 
that land , which our lord had promiſed} 
them, ſayd thus ; The people , which poſſeſJe this | 1 
land, 1s greater and ſirongey , then we; they have| {| 
wightie Citties , Whoſe walles doe enen threaten | 
the s&ye : we cannot onercome ſuch 4 (loute nd-| Nl +56 
tion 45 this : to what ende dot we putt onrſelues]Bh \,1 
pon this iournie'> And though ſome amongit}fa 
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| they loſt the land., and God deſtroyed them 
{| in the deſert , wichour ſuffering them to En- 
toy that, for which they had laboured , and 
| which himſelf had promiſed. 


| by the danger of others , and let vs knowe, 
$4 chat our Lotd hath guſt in ſuch as feare | 
F{ him, and hope ia his "mercie : aad is of- 
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: them , who had tau , did encourage the reſt 
Þ | Þy faing : that fince God was on thelr fide, 
Þ | chey should cafily be able to cueicenie , as | 


wy had done till then : yer feare procutes 
| ſo farre, as that they offended our lord the 
reby , and through theic-licle confidence, 


Let vs take warning , my good Siſter, 
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| through this defect, which is fo vopleaſane : 


| rine for lacke of ſuch , as might breake 


{which might giue you shade : and thus 
Kin ſtcede of theſe commodities, you have | 
fa, thouſand diſcomfotrs, Now "temptations 
Ji riſe againſt you from wichin, and then from 


| fended wich ſuch , as doe not ſo. It is he, |” 


who drew you our of the captiuicie of E- 
gypt, when hee inſpired your hart with a 
delice of being his ; and he leades you ſtill 


where ſometimes you want the bread of do-. 


it to you : At other times you wart com- 
panie , * which may ſpeake of (pirituall | 
things , that ſo your way might bee made 

to ſeeme the Shorter : Ar other tiaies you 
doe want the trees of other recreation, 


Withouc :-now from ſtrangets, audrhen from | 
domeſt'ques. B-1rr yerr arrenls voy an -ly n 
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you, whichis leſs, He, who made you a friend 


| of an enemie, will better keepe 3-1u now, 


when youare his friend. He, whodid not aban- 
don you, when you fled from him, will much 
 lefſe flye now from you , when you follow 
him. 

| Whoishe, thatcan ſay with anie truth, that 
God did not helpe him, if he were defired > See 
you haue no feate, O you ſervant of Chrift, in 
any thing , which may happen to you : but 
| confide in him , who loued you ſo well, as to 
dye for you, It is true, that you haue bur one, 
who prote&ts you: but that one is of much mo- 
re power, then all they, who contradict you. 
Do not thinke, of, how greatthe gyants, and 
wena@yy.. the citties are, which you muſt en- 


counter : for it is not you , who mult fight, But 


bolde you your peace , and our lord wall fight for yan, 


ſelf, as one , who were ouercome , and ſo you 
Shall ſee the fauenr of our lord towards you, For in 
this warre , he onely looſes the battaile , who 
quitts the field, Ir is true , hat you are weake, 
but in that weakeneſſe of yours God will +hew b1s 
firength. Ic is true that you know not much: but 
G 


| ſeries , God will make your mercies appeare. 
Whoe are you , that you Should be able to 
palle through ſuch difficulties ? But yer ſay 


with Danid ; In the ſtrength of my God | will leape | 
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ro your buſineſle, F or he, whodid that for | 4 
| which was more, can neuer fayle to do that for | | 


_ 
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Do not fly from the warre, nor abandon your- | 


himſelf will be your guide. By your mi- | 
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her 4 wall: Who are you , thar Should be able 


not feare. Beleiue , my good liſter , that bow 
much the harder this buſineſle is for you , fo 
,much the eaſier it is for Almightie God, And 
therefore you muſt hane great diſtruſt in rel- 
pect of your owne nol 

confidence withall , in, God's ſtrength. Infal-! 
libly hee will crowne yow ,, if yow conti- 
nue in his loue : and if youdoe confide ,thar. 
by his grace , you $hall obraine that crow- 
ne, 


Forgett not this promiſe of Chriſt our lord: | 


| will I confeſſe before my Father, who is in| 
| heauen : but him , who denyes me before | 
men , that men will I alſo denye before my 
Father , who is in heauen, Can you.thinke, 
that one is to eſteeme that for affliction, 
which he endures for the confeſſion of Chriff 


- | de as that with ſo much honour he s$ball be 
- | crowned by him at the day of iudgement be- 
fore his father 2 Happic is that ſufferance : 
pie that dichonour and pouertie, to which 
{ fo high an honour doth ſucceede, What kin- 
de of ioy will it be for you , O my, good {i- 


Em — 


to fight? bur yer ſay with him againe : Though 7/4.26 
thouſands showld riſe 424inft me , yet my hart sball 


eneſle : but great | 


Mar.1ol F 
him, who confeſſes me before men, that.man |. 


our lord , ſince jitis ro haue fo high a rewar- | 


'| ſer, to heare theſe wordes from the mouth |. 
| | of Chrift our lord himſelf, and that in preſen- 


| cc of the whole world : Come you bleſſed of my-[Mas.15 
SN Fat «ther , and poſſeſſe 'the kingdome , which is pre- 
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| rein, they shall Gig chus with great joy , for 


Pſ.12*% thereof : The ſnare s broken, and we are deli«- 


hot. 


"paved for you ? What will it be, when the Augells 
Shall thus (ing to her , who hath beene a faith - 
full ſeruant of that Celeſtial! king ; Come, o Spov- 
fe of Chrift , receiwe that crowne , which our lord bath 
þrepared for thee : and that not for one day , bui 
for all eternive, What will the ſpouſes of Chriſt 
our lord conceaue , when hauing paſſed 
through the ſea of this life, and their enemies, 
who diſturbed vs , remayning drowned the- 


hauing runne through this dangerous world, 
without being ouerwhelmed with the vices 


| 1ed ; onr helpe is in the name of our lord. W hat a 
day will that be , when that true Marie , the 


| bre]l, which is her ſacred bodie, prayſing God 
both in bodie and ſoule , and finging thus: 
| Come, magnifye our lord with me , and lett 
vsexalte hisname in mutuall ſociety with one 
another, _. 

Happie are yon, if you be found faithfull to 
the ſpouſe , who choſe-you, Happie are you, if 


1s preſeng . vnder tne moſt certaine-promiſe of 
Cbrift our lord , for that , which is future. Be 
confident , my good liſter., in taking his 
| word: for yoy are not the firſt, to whome hee 
hath paſſed ir, andfulfilled it : neither shall you 
be she , with whome that word $shall want 
effete, He gave his word to ſaynt Catherine, 


virgin of virgins, shall goe before with her Tim- | 


os 


ou have the courage tocaſt away that, w hich |. 


ſaynt Agnes, (aynt Barbara and ſaynt Lucie, |. 
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med it, They had the courage to deſpiſe the 
poore preſent world : and you fce, that now 
they raigne with God. They lined heere in 
trouble; and they are now in an cternitie| of 


-| repoſe. \Through how manie combats did 


they paſſe > and they now enioy the cuerla- 
ſting crownes of their conqueſts. They fled 
from ſpouſes of the earth : and they broughe 
the king of heauen to bee in loue with 
them, | 


IF they had followed the trace of this 


world , their delight had beene alceadie:paſt, 


and their memorics would haue beene forgot- 
ten, Butthey loued thar.,, which was eternal]; 


- [and therefore their felicitie shall not dye: and 


_—_—_ 


their memorie shall not decay. They were 
written in the booke of God : and therefore 
neither water nor winde, nor fire , nor time 
can make them waſte. For that booke is in- 
corruptible. :- and fo is che name , which is 


| written in It, 


You muſt therefore procure to haue a 
ſtrong hart rowards Ged , whoe is ' your 
ſaluation : 


yet shed your bloud for him , as thoſe 


a weake creature : and you $hould- bee a 


If 


Shamed to haue giuen him ſuch cauſe. If you 
had had more faith and confidence inhim, 
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* [and to-inmumerable. other ladic virgins: and 
-[rell me now how completely he hath perfor- 


and doe not thinke , that (hee | 
ſelles heauen deare to you: for you hane- not 


others Shed theirs, Our lord treates you-like | 
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rocured you more afflictions, to the ende, that | 
you might haue purchaſed richer Crownes. 
Do not content yourſelf with ſuffering litle, 
conſidering how great your rewarde ſhall be, 
and how much Chriſt our Loyd ſuffered for 
you. He gaue his life for you , and he was dee- 
pely rormenred and deſpiſed. How then come 
you thus to complaine of the touch -of a flye? 
doe bur loue , and you will defre to ſuffer, Let 
yqurloue be doubled, and you will ſuffer ſor- 
rowes , which are doubled. The loue of our | 
Lord makes ſuch as pollefle it, more greedie of 


fing. It makes, that anie burden weighes light, 
for loue is ſtronger then death, He, who loues | 
not, groanes vnderthe burden, like ſome lazie | 
{ beaſt; bur he, who loues, runnes and flyes, and 
it ſuffers him not to. feele the weight even of | 
his owne bodie, nor. of whatſocuer elſe they | 
can lay vpon tt. "rH 
Itis not, my good Siſter, that the afflicti6s, 
which we ſuffer, are great; but that our loue is 
licle, The weight ofa pound is no great weight; 
bur yet lay it ypon ſome litle childe, and he will 
tookeir vp, he would ſcarce feele it, And ſo | 
take you it for a (ligne, that if you loue little, 
our afflitions will weigh heauy vpon you; bug 


to be affliions. For you will be ſo inebriated 


with loue,thar nothing can bg able to diſtrach | 


SPIRITVALL Ep.52.| 
and more loue to ſuffer forhim, he would haute 


ſuffering, then the loue of ones ſelfe, of repo- | 


FE. 


fay : 0: bow beanie it weighes 2 whereas if a man | 


you love much, you will ſcarce allowe-them |' 


> — 
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you from the taſte thereof, You will inde a 
zood ſauour in the very ſuffering it ſelf, and 
\Byou will draw warer out of the rocke ; and hony out 
Hof the ſtonic billes, 

Doe bur loue, and you ſhall not be ſubie&t 
> afflicti6s , bur you ſhall beſuperiourto them 


Fs their lady; & you ſhall prayſe him, who deli- | 


uers you fr6 them, If they threaten you with death, 


you wul bid it wellcome , that ſo you may enioy true | 


Wife. If with banxishment , you will ſay ; That you 
ſleeme yourſelf bannished, whereſceuer you ave, til 
mdy erriue to ſee the face of God, And thatitim. 
orts you litle, whether you goe to beauen from this 6y 
that parte of the earth ; And that if yew baue God jy 
Your companir, whereſoener you are , you 5hall be hap- 
pie ; andif not, your owne conttiry will grue you mi. 
ſerie enough, If you ſee yourſelf contemned, ſy : Chy,ſi 
our Lord 1 my honeur , and be bonowrs me; let the 
world deſþ fe me, [o bee value me. | 
. - Doenotafflit yourſelf abour the neceſſity, 
{which you may ſuſtaine of preſet things; for 
of yourſelf you muſt deſpiſe them, throughtte 
Edefire,, which you hauc, to live in conformiry 


with Chriſt our Lord , who made himfelf a 


which ough to fright you? if the loue of Chriſt 
dur Lord haue wounded you, you will treade 
the deuill vnder foote , you will defpiſe his 
threates , and you will paſſe with courage,” 


ſhim, who loues his louers. There is nothing, / 


| 


oore man for you, Whatis there in theworld, | 


Jthrough all your enemies, Put your truſt in| 


+. 4 
+ 


Þ hich you will not be able to doein him.Goe, | - 
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| and buy wharſocuer you want of him , though 
he aske you all this world for it; & ſee 'thar you 


it ſhould coſt you your | life. He u 4 hidden trea[u- 


{ with the multitude of all other things. 


our Lord; and take no reſt, tillhe haue , graun- 
ted you this guift. Loue him with reuerence; 
for that is the kinde of loue , which be likes, 
Eſteeme not himtheleſle, becauſe be commu- 
nicates himſelf to you; bar wonder , how ſo 
great an alrirude, as his, can ſtoope w ſuch a 

rofound baſenefle as yours, It is the propertie 
of ill-natured and il|-manaerd ſeruits; to value 
their Maiſtersat aleſle rate, for vouchfafing ro: 
deſcende, and become familiar with them,then 
if they had lived with them like Lords. Burt 
they who liucintrue light, eſtceme that Lord 
ſo muchthe more, as he doth the more voucti- 
ſafe to diminiſh himſelf. 

' Thetrue lone of Chriſt our Lord carries} 
| this badge withit , in token that it is indeede 

of him. That as it apprehendes and highly 
eſteemes the goodneſle of God; ſo it alſo appre- 
hendes and profoundly diſeſteemes the vice 


be not found without the loue of fe; though 
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re; but he, wh findes bim , ſelles all,to buy him. For Þ 
Lin hin alone, he findes himſelf morerich, then gu 


And now, if it concerne euery one of ysta| 
lone him , how much more doth it importe, [thi 
 thar ſhe-doei it, whome behath choſen tor his 
ſpouſe, It becomesthe ſeruant to fearehis Mais 
fter;and the ſonne to honour his father; but the ||| Ct 

\Spoufe to ,Loue her fellow ſpouſe. See you loue| 
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Mkedncalle of man. Therefore loue, adore, and 
 Meruc our Lord with loy, bittyer yerogee with rrem- 
{ $b{r-2 ; Not a trembling as of aſlaue-inthemidit 
| Hof torments ; but as of a true and renderhar- 
r red childe ; who highly feares to giue any dil- 
| Bgulſt ro her father , how litle ſocuer it may 
DCC, 
| Of yourſelf you can doe none- of theſe 
{things ; but if you humble your hart: in the. 
;Macknowledgement of your owne milſcries, it: 
Wyo preſent yourſelfe often in prayer before | 
MChriſt our Lord;if you lodge him in your breaſt | 
Wby the Communin; if you heare him ſpeake to! 
| | you in your ſpiritual readmg ; andinfine, if you 
10 will but giue hjm leaue to helpe you , you are 
| to haue confidence, that by litle & litle, he will 
be healing your ſoule, notwithſtanlingallthe | 
[harſh encounters, which may occurre, 

Doe not ſtarte out of his hands, though 
[the cure putt you to payne ; for , in fine, | 
The will worke the cure- at the fitteſt time; 
{And for the afflitions , which he. ſendes 
IEyou, and the delights, whereof he depriues 
you, be will giue you his owne moſt plentie- | 
tull delight , which ſhall incbriate yow', as | 
if it were with ſome ſwelling river , and | 
you ſhall be in full ipy for all crernitie, 
FE without the want of anie good , and with- 
1 out the feare of loofing, what you haue. You 


b 


þ 


thall there finde yourfelt to be highly well CON- 
[0 tent and payde; and more felicity ſhall be im- 
© parted toyou, then yourſelf could tell; howt 
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. | bebeleiued thatnow,, when you are in Lenny 


| 


| 


— SPIRITVALL Epgn: 
deſire, Which felicity is nota creature, but thel 
Creatour himſelf of allthings , that true God,6r14 


{who lives and raignes for the eternity of 
eternitics., Amen. 


m 
ERROR REAR RORURORGCURY 5 
A Letter of the Authowr to a Lady. He shewes bow, 
Chrift our Lord , being placed vpon the Crofle, ih," 
#5 that glaſſe , wherein wee may ſee all the 5ports of ih ſ 
our ſoules ,' and wherein wee may alſce finde they, 
care of all our miſeries, And that 11 is an enterpriſe h,, , 
of great hononr to bee carrying a part ef bis Croſſe, hh. 


F in the night of the Natinity of our Lord, 

they carried you to Mount Caluary, and haue; 
giuet you compaſſion to the Crucifix , and tea- ih 
res wherewith to waſh his feete; it may well 


and neere the time , wherein the holy paſſion! 
of our Lord is repreſented , he will keepe yo 
as ſuch a fixed Inhabitant of that hill, as to ſuf- 
fer you to depart noe more from thence, This) 
issuchathing, asthat you may ſafely ſay with} 
Saint Peerer', it is good for vs to bee heere ; and jt|| 
ſhall bez better ſuite to our Lord, then his was./\flh,. 
For he defired toremaine on that hill, where re-Jih, 
poſe and'delight were to befound ; but in this}, 
other, thereis affliction; and therefore this car: | 
ryes a teſtimony with it , of greater loue, ForF 
notin reſting, bt inlabouring , and ſuffering, þ 


[ is the loue of our Lord employed andſhewed, L. 


 Dotyou, Lady, remaine. in thoſe woundes f 
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our Lord, ſince for the cure of your woun-4} , 
Wocs he accepted his. And though you be not to 
endure the like for his ſake; yet letthemſerue 
ou at leaſt ro make you thanke him, and to 
ment him, and to haue compaſſion on him, 
knce your finnes,are they which placed him, in 
de extreame diltreſſe, Continue there , and | 

fle not on, with ſuch haſte as you woulddoe 
dy ſome ill-prouided country inne. They whee 
Waſſedon by thesr owne way , sbooke their heads and 
"le phemed our Lord. But fixe you yourſelfe cloſe 
"ÞÞy the Cofſe, like that virgin-mother , and like 
*Whac beloved diſciple , and thoſe other holy woe- 
men. For they who runn ouer this ſoe great 
enchit, in ſuch haſte, doe neither vnderſtand 
, nor thankfully acknowledge it ; and there 
emayne noe more with them , but the meere 
Found thereof. And ſome ( that is ſuch as are 
Wnfidells) blaſpheme him for it; becauſe they 
Way notto =: at leaſure, ypon this mighty 
» wonder of loue. 
But the Chriſtian , who hath taken vp his 
doing heere, ſayth , and that from his very 
art, 1 15 is my reſt for euer, and for ener will L dwell 
[Wbrere , becauſe I hane choſen ir. And ifthe ſpouſe, 
[Wall not remaine with, at leaſt , her hart nailed 
{Wo that crc , ro which che body of her fellows 
"TPonſe was naikd; how will ſhee poſlibly bee 
le to cſcape che name of vngratefull , and vn- 
TEnde 2 There shall yau finde,remedyr , againſt | 
Te poylonof thoſe falſe prayſes ,, which men 
Wuc you. And you will profoundly bee alhame 
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- | Toperceiue yourſelf honoured, &proclaimedfor | 


'| did, he who tudes mens our Lord. And make haſte | 


good, whe you ſee him, who indeede is good, & | 
-| holy,to be proclainied for wicked, & taiſe,The- | 
re, ſhall you ſee, how little reaſon you haue, to 
think,that what you doeis vnworthy of eſtima: 
tion in any kinde;foraſmuch as concernes your 
part thereof, [ince it is foe weake, &lame, when 
itis copared with that which Chriſt our Lord, 
wrought ypon the Croſſe; yea, & euen with that 
| which yourſelf, as youare, ought rodoe. 
Looke into this glafſe, and you will eafily 
beable rodiſcernethe ſpots, which are in the 
face of your ſoule. For when you haue beene 
the moſt merke of all , if you compare that 
week nes , with his , your meeKenes will be noe 
better, then meere wrath; and.your obedience 
compared with his, will be very.diforderly; and 
your humility very proud, Yet the'blind world 
will needes belejue, that there are noe other fin» 
nes, but thoſe, which it concetues to beſuch, 
Whereas the eyes of God are of another kinde, 
and he meaſures vs by another rule ; whereb 
many times he findes that to bee faulty which 
ſcemed in the eycs of men to be excellerly,and 
c6pleatly done. W hen therefore they ſhall de- 
liver our any of theſe poiſoned, & ſmooth-lying 
prayſes, fay you inſtitly in your hart, as S. Paule 


1ec 
ou 


tro-call rominde, how ourLord was proclaimed |©WP 
| forawickedpetſon; And beſcech tim , nor of + 
ermitt that you be publiſhe] for one who is "WF 


go91', & be ſure vou hould vonr r5one. for our Þ 
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ord will obſerue how the world goes. Naypro- 
re you,& be carefull chat when you are deſpi- 
led, you may be very glad heron ac perbaps 
our lord doth not now permit any body to giue 
youll words, becauſe he hndes, that you haue 
not ſtrength wherewith to beare them, 

He w ho deſires any part of the Crefſe of our 
lord, muſt receiue it, as he woulddoe ſome pre-- 
tious Rel:qur, with great reuerence, & giuing of 
thankes, And he muſt yalew it more, then he 
would all the treaſures of the world, And be- 
cauſcthereareſoe few whoeſtceme of thoſeRe- 
liques of the Croſſe as they ought, therefore our 
Lord oftentimes doth not impart them; whoſc- 
pleaſure is that they be honoured, and beloued, 
and borne with ioy. And for this reaſon it is; 

{that he leaues vs {till in our infancy , without 
putting vs to the taskes of men, But how much | 
more then, are we to blame, if we be drawne 
downe to impatience, or ſuperftuity of ſorrow, 

| for any of thoſe thinges, which he ſendes. 

| Socthatif you ſhall carry a great louetorl e 
Crucrfix, he will giue you a part of his Croſſe But | 
then ſce,that you emþrace it,as an enterpriſt of 

great honour, according to what heſayth tothe 

Jpwuſe , Place mice as @ ſeale ypon thy hart. and vpon 
thme arme ; for lone is flrong as death. And as fox 

that paine whereinyou are, becauſe you ma 

Dot receiue the Body of our Lord inthe bleſjed 
Sacrament, ſoe often as you wonld;be not trou- 

"${-bled thereat. For I haue already tould you that 
Sour Lord isrefolued that it ſhall coſt you ſome] 
= what. And it is but reaſon thar it doe ſee, (ice 


— 
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| chaunce to proue, you may conclude thereby, 


| ourſoules coſt him ſoc much, Doe you thin- | 
ke perhaps that by our Lords onely ſaying', Le 


into his hands. Doe you thinke thatthe loue 
which you carry to our Lotd, & the dominion 
which he exerciſes ouer youcolt him but toyes? 
I can aſſure you. it is not ſoc. Bur he ſhed his 
bloud,as any ſlauerhight doe, ypon condition, 
that your ſoules might be his, and he yours. |} 

Tuſt foe, muſt that ſoule doe , which hath a 
minde to obtaine him ; thatis, it muſt (weate 
firſt, it muſt weepe, it muſt importune hjm,, ic 
muſt endure ill wordes, yea andalſoecuilldee- 
des atthe hands of others;yea and it muſt ſeeme} 
little ro haue endured this, duronce. And if it 
be not put toendure'them, atleaſt ir ſhall haye, 
gained much in hauing diſpoſed it ſelfe,to ſuffer } 


| 
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lefſe thing to ſecke God, Negotiate your buſi- 
neſlewith- him, for if he ſay Te, there is none 
who can hinder it, and if any body offerto doe 
it, it will not proue with him ; butyet , if it| 


that you haue not negotiated well, with our 
him:Follow my counſaile; and whenſocuer he| 


giues you a great defire to communicate, pro-| 


| omniporent, that be will giue youthat, when 
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all joules vee mine,they inſtirly render themfelues | 


ſomewhat for him, & thus it proues, noe fruit-|. 


Lord.What ſhall 1 fay to you? Cry out louderto | 


cure then to be, iuſt as if you were communica- | | 
ting indeed. And beſeech our Lord, Gnce he is | WI 
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menially, For ſoe, you ſhall bee pleaſing to his 
- goodnes ; and he will not ſuffer you to goe 
Nempty from him, if you come well prepared, 
bd it were not the worle if it might be tWO or 

#] three dayes before, Yett now you mult not 
thinke; that you may therefore faile , to con- 
feſle your linges afterward, to your Ghoſtly 
Father, But till you haue meanes to declare 
themto him, I adviſe, that you reiate them to 
our Lord, And aboue all things , Keepe your 
hart in peace and conſerne yourſelf in the way 
of obedience, and humility, rowards your Su- 
tours , and Prelates. For this is the way of 
our Lord , and you muſttake heede you leane 
it not. Take courage to pafſe on,in your other 
deuotions, For though, when you are inthem, | 
youthinke you make noe profitt by them, I ſay | 
you doe ; and afterwards you ſhall taſte the 
fruite thereof, And our Lord will find a time 
to looke back with pittye vpon ſuch as ſhall 
haue made much way after him, And oneday, 
of thoſe, when our Lord youchſafes to looke 
back ypon vs, is worth more then three, of 
| thoſe others, wherein we laboured to goe after 
him. The crowne is prepared for you in hea- 
{ yen. God will be your deferidodr-dad will nor 
{forget you. Perſener you in obedience, till you 
Bt ſee owr Lord of all Lords tn Syon, 1 beſeech him to 
[make you dearly his; arid that you may be kept | 
{afe, and proueaſaynt. Amen; | 
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A Letter of the Authour to a Ca- 
uallier , a freind ,and a Diſct- 


1 ple of hu. 


E O& what doe ſpurres ſerue , if rhe beaſt 
be ſo lazie,as lam 2 And then adding rv: 
this the buxden, which lyes vpon me , of litle 
health; it is no maruaile , if I neither write, 
nor an{wear, This letter is written in ſuch. 
{traytes of time , that I know not, whether 
it can be good for any thing , or noe, I haue 
reioyced much , that the Infant is weaned; 
though fome dye at that age; as not hauing 
ſtrength , to cate the bread , with the cruſt, 
But oy our Lord takes you, for a Childe of 
promiſe ; as he did Iſaac, I hope in Ieſws Chriſ, 
that you will notdyc of it, though you ſhould 
be purt tocate ſtones; but that you will feede 
yoo them ; as Chriſt our Lord , fedde ypon 
the wine, With myrrbe., 

God will deliver you from conſenting 
to ſinne , and your temptations ſhall ſerue 
you ,.in ſtecde of the torment of the Croſſe, 
for his glorie ,. who dycd ypon it. And 
| though our cnemies may big vs come dow-! 
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[ne, we will rather chooſe to confeſſe Chriſt Z 
our Lord, by continuing ypon it ; then to] 


putt ouiſelyes intg caſe , by denyi ; him. þ 
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our Lord , not that you are to vndereyalue 
helpe, when it may bee had , by meanes of 
his ſeruants; but v e muſt obey his ordinance, 


cauſe our Lord is vſually wont in ſuch caſes 


ſeruants, 
that , Non ſum ſolus , quia Pater mecum eff, | 
4m not alone , becanſe my Father is with me. 
Then , Faith beginnes to encreaſe, and Prayer 
dilates it ſelf by Lowe; whichis ſetr: forward, 
| by ſeing , how the ſoule is beloued. And 


| and it was feared , that it would be dimini- 


| and he hath learnt to walke withourt a ſtaffe, 
| ; though he be but weake. 


| bim ; whois «ll our good; and be you euer | 


You are acquainted alreadie, with thatſupre- | 
me omnipotent goodneſle of our Celeſtial 
Father, whoſe power is ſuch, as to draw good 
out of euijll, and heate out of colde, And the- 


refore be not diſmayde, though you ſee your- | 


ſelf abſent, from the proteQtion of your ſpiri 
tuall Father, on earth; and though you fade 
barrenneſle, where you expeRted plentie, and 
aboundance, 

Bee not afrayde to be alone with Chriſt 


whenſoeuer he ſhall be pleaſed , that we re- 
maine in this world, without ſuccour, Be- 


to doe more viſible, and greater fauours, 1m- 


meaiatly, then he did before by meanes of his 
And ſuch a mancomes to learne, 


thus it encreaſes by that , by which it ſeemed, | 


Shed. And he findes ſociety, when he is alone; 


. Eer there be no want of care, toreceiue | 


= ſaying, and that with truch: Loquere Domine,quia 
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audit ſeruus twns,, Speake, Lord, for thy ſeruant bea- 
| res thee, Shutt vp.yourſelf ia the caſtle of your 
hart, which, though it be as weake, as ylaſſe. 
yet he, whocomesto dwell there, will make it 


canallault it; and itſelf ſhall remaine more hr- 
me, then fteele, And for lacke of doeing this, 
che ſoule is full of weakenelle, and it may ſay, 
that, which 1s written : Diutſum eſt cor cornmm, 
nunc intertbunt. Their bait is diuided,, and they 
Shall enftantly perish, 

There is no place ſecure, where your hart 
may reſt, but in that ſecrer place of retreate, 
that moſt hidden corner, where none can en- 
rcr, but Chritt Our Lord, lanuss clauſis, the doo 
res being sþutt, For if it departe from thence, it 
runnes as prom hazard , as ſome light yong 


mayde might doe amonglt diſlolute men,, And 


* | if ſome iuſt puniſhment, were impoſed, & well 


executed, for euery time , that the hart ſhould 
be gadding vp and downe the ſtreete, perhaps 
we lhould take warning by ourſelyes, as euen 
2 very horſe, or mule will doe. Though indee- 
dea man, whb watches himſelf well, ſhall in- 
ſtantly be able to finde a punishment , which 
comes downe from heauen, vponthe very hart 
it ſelf , quando diligit movere pedes » when ut bati) 4 
minde to be gadding; and then that, which fol- 
lowes, is this : & Domjno non placuit, 


much practiſe, For afterward the bart will 


We 
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This guift of recolleFon, muſt be gotten with : 
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lo ſtrong, that all that,ſhall proue zlaſſe,which, | 


ſtay within ;.euen of it ſelf, though we open | 
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in a cage. Andthisis the roote of all ourſpiri. 
tuall profict , and at the feete of Chriſt our 
Lord, we muſt haue ir, if we meane, that it 
' Shall be tr#e profirt, Chriſt Teſus be with ys 
all, Amen, 
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A Letter of the Awuthonr to 4 Ladie', encouraging 
her to fight the battailes of our Loyd. He shewes 
the ſubtilty of the demill, and how ſlyly be teniptes 
ſoules with pride. 


— — 


ADAME , becauſe I conceiue that you 
| fight the combatts of Chritt our Lord, 
' | and doe franckely offer yourſelf to all afflic- 


encouragement and afliſtance is dye to you, 
from ſuch, as betheſcruants of God, who are 
commaunded to aduertiſe theywicked man of 
the miſerie,, which is growing towards him, 
that fo he may amende, and avoyceit; and to, 
encourage ſuch as are good; and to goe ſoun- 
dingthe trumpett before them, when they ſee 
| them entring'into the'batraile; that is to (ay, 
they are to giue hart by the word of God, to 
ſuch, as they perceiue to fight for his honour. 
| For otherwiſe, as account shallbe demaunded 
*| of them, for thewicked , whomethey had not 
-| warned, fo alſo forthe 200d, w home they had 


| the doore, toletitout; as a tame bird, w illſtay | 


tion , ſo that he may raigne in your hart: all | 


wo 
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- 
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ted by the one, and forthe 
omitted by the other. 
Take youtherefore hart, in that combatr, 
which the ancient Serpent makes againlt 
| you, heprocuring, to diuideyou from God, 
and you refoluing to ſticke cloſe to him: you 
mul} be very watchfull; for his chiefe aye, 
is atthe hart, And it troubles him not greatly, 
that a man ſerue God, by recolleting his'eyes, 
by keeping filence, by praying , by ſinging 
the diume office, and the like; bis to the bart 
doth he conuey his poyſon; which is a certai- 
ne vaine kinde of complacence, or proper eſti- 
mation , and loue of ourſclues, 

virgems , were virgins; but becauſe they bad noi 
| oyle in therr lampes , they heard this ſad word 
out of the mouth of our Lord, In the word 
of truth I ſay to you , that I know you not» Now, 
what is this lampe , but the hart 7 and what 
is this oyle , but the ſprrzr of nutch , which 
maintaynes and feedes it with good workes 
if we meane, thatthey ſhall indeede be good, 
in the ſight of Ged > And what is this Spi- 
| rit of 19wh , but that , which makes a paan 
diſpleaſing to himſelfe , and to feeme ill in 
his owne eyes ; and that from his very hart, 


good, which were 


—_ _ 


vglie, and abominable , and that be is ama- 


zed toconlider, how God can ſuffer-him.ypon 


| the earth? | 
This is that tr#1h, where in we mul liuc, | 


n SPTRITVALL Ep.o6 
ſhed both for the cuill, which were commit- | 


. The fdolrsb | 


and ſoule , he may conceiue , that he is all} 
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- . [me,, in the fight of his Creatour; as heeremen 


and withour this , we liue in. lycs. And ſo- 
metimes , the. more: vertue we thinke, we 
haue , and the better we eſtceme ourſelyes in 
health, the more {icke , and miſerable we. be, 
through the want of this, For conkiding.in 
ourſelues, wethinke we'are ſomewhat ; whe- 
reas indeede it is not ſoe;'in his fight 4 who | 
diſcernes '6ur charts, and faith ; Thos haſt the 
name of one-; who lines , whereas indeede thou 
art dead. Herhath the name of ane , that lines: 
| who falles not into publike fnnes , which | 
the world condemnes for enormous, Bur if 
neuertheleſ{c, he fall into other linnes, which 
are condemnedin the tudgement of Almigh- 
tie God ; for what doth-ijt ſerue him, to be 
abſolued by the world, when he is cenſured by | 
that juſt Tudge? | 

The world , knowes not, how to;holde 
that man for wicked, nor. to puniſh him for 
ſuch, who onely hath a good opinion , and 
complacence in himſelf withpride, orat leaſt 
is not difplealing tg himſelf ;: but in theiudge- 
ment.of God; that man isheld for proude ; and 
blinde, whodoth nor, euenitinkero himſelf, 
as if he carried ome deaddog, tyed to his nole; 
and who hath not a profound internall- ſha- 


vie to haue , when they are preſented before 
ſome Iudge, hauing beene taken,inthe miner, | 


| with enormous crimes. And if this pride arriue | 


 tobea mortaallſinne, then doth it wholy ſqua- |. 
©: re, &agtee to him, which was ſaid before,io the ! 
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't having of any shame; Now it is an ill fauoured 
|fpottinaſoule to be voydeof sþame, as it is 


{-denee in himſelf,northe eſtimation ,'which he 
| mayhaue of himſelf, norareſolugewill, which 


—_ of God ; and if it be bur veniall , this 
{tyres with him but in parte, Thoy haſt the face 
of @&/harlott , aud knowelt not , what belongs, to the 


yen exteriourly, when women want it, 
The ,world condemnes not.a man's conhi- 


he may haue to procure his owne'contentmet, 
But in-the {izht of God, theſe and ſuchather 


2 


 bing#bis, it troubles him not much, that aſoule 


[times he procures not, that ſuch-a perſon may 


[had done things 


things aregreatoffences, and they hindergra- 
| ce;and our friendship with hiin,if they be mor- 
tal};'and if they be þur veniall, yer they hinder 
the profitt , which we might make of the gra- 
'ce, wehaue; andirt deſtroyes allinward com- 
munication with our Lord, Thedeuill know- | 


maybe aliue, afterthe large mavner , if inte+ 
riourly, and ſpiritually it be dead. And many | 


falbinto apparait, and deformed {ihes 3 for if 
he 5h -c6mittany ſuch,he would þe much 

confoundedtherear;-For, obſeruing/, that he 

which euen, in the.eycs of 
the world were fo wicked, he would take pe- 
'nange to hart , and: would be diſplealing 49 | 
himſelf, in his very ſoule; and ſo would mende. 
But the deuill deſires to holde him tyed faſt vp, 
inadeepe interiour blindeneſle, and ſo keepes 


him ſafe for himſelf , without inducing bim 


Ep. 55, | 


[to committ other ſinnes. For if he fell into | 
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| boththe one, and the other, and ſo eſcape out 


|} of his hand, 


You therefore mult beſure, tocarry your 
eygs open, ypon your owne hart ; and when 
you finde not there a profound contempr , and 


| confuljon of yourſelf, in the high preſence 'of 
Almightie God : be you well aſſares, that you 


are farre from knowing yourſelf ; and that 
you haue yet, no other eyes , bur of flech and 


| bloud; and no true celeſtiall light at all. For 


this lzzht ſearches into the moiſt hidden cor- 


| ners, and makes the foule highly ashamed, 


cuen of thoſe things , which in the fight of 
worldly eyes, will ſeeme ro haue beene well 
done. After this shame, teares' of griete' and 
true humility are wont.ta growe ; whereb 
the ſoule is wholy, and abfotutely made ſubiect 
to God, & to euery creature for his ſake, Now, 
whenthis is wanting , all things goe after ano- 
ther fashion , and the wound is not cured, but 
onely skinned. And in that caſe, we muſt call 
ypon our Celeſtiall Phiſition, & not giueouer, 
till, by litle and litle, we may gett ſome {mall 
thread of light, whereby to enter, arid ſee the 
retraites and darke holes thereof, and finde 
her faultes euen ip thoſe things, which haue 
apparance to be welldone, 


1] Our Lord dothnot inſtantly imparte this, 
i] guift; but when. himſelf is beſt pleaſed to doe 
| it. And in the meane time, let vs know, that 
| we muſt be ſure, notto purt confidence in our 
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\ his , which was pierced by alaunce, Amen, 


owne workes; and if yet this vertue be now 
wanting to vs ,-let vs confide in! our Lord, 


that he will beſtow it vpon vs, in his good ti- 1: 


me, For he, that promiſed [bat be will not giue 
4 [tone to him , who shall demaunde bread; and that 
our Failer of heanen , will give a good ſpirit to ſuch 


45 aske it. I beſeech him to be your light, thar 


{o you may know him , to honour him; and 
that you may know yourſelf, to deſpiſe your- 
{elf. And departe you , wholy from yourſelf, 


that you may be wholy ſubic&tto him, You 
muſt alſo conlider, that you muſt not want ſo- 
me bodic, euen heere on earth, who may call 
you to an account, thercfore ſoe you gett great 
ſtore of ſanctity againſt the time , when you 
{ball goeinto another world. And, inthe mea- 


ne while, beſure, there be nothing in you, for] 


which it may importe me to chide you; and for 
which you may haue reaſon to be aſhamed , as 
hauing beene a cauſe of payne to vs both; 
Chriſt our Lord keepe you cuer, inthat (ide of 
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| 4 Letter of the Authour to a certaime 


* | buſgneſle, were the worke of our hands, orthe 


which might ſuffice to make anie man fayle io 
the ſeruice, which he owes,” Sometimes I hane | 
| wanted a meſlenger, as I-did, where I haue bee- 


'ged , by the conſideration of thoſe benefites, 


| | God, through Teſus Chriſt, You muſt therefore 


"EPISTLES. 


Preacher , againſt the temptation of 
diſconfidece, &> of the benefitts whuh 
we enioy in Chriſt our lord. 
D Oe not, Sir, I beſeech you, conceiue anic 
vnkindenefle at my hands, but forgiue me 
as 5. Panl faith ; lince God hath forgiuen the of- 


fences, waich we haue cofnmitred again{thim, 
You know alreadie ,'how full of faults I am, 


neof late, and doe yet remaine; Forif no bodie 
bring me word of avie, I know not, where I 
am to ſceke him, I beſeech you, Sir, beleiue, 
that in a matter of more importance I will haue 
loue enough for the doeing you ſeruice, 

I holde this diſtruſt of Saluation , to which 
yourell me, you are ſubiect, for a moſt plaine 
temptation, Nay , I holde it, not onelyto be 
certaine, bur ſottish alſo. For it deſerues no 
better name, then thart, if it will not be diſchar- 


which we poſleſſe in Chriſt our lord , as if this 


rewarde of our meritts; and not by the grace of 
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enlarge your litle hart , cowards the immenſe- 


| neſſe of thattoue, wherewith the Father gave} 


vs his Sonne, and with him, gaue vs himſelf, 
and the Ho!ir-Gvoft, and all things, Receine this 
grace, with giuing of thankes, and enioy you 
God, ſince he beſtowes himſelf ypon you. And 
if your demeritts fright you , remember , that 
bee of the benefitts, which the Father impar- 

testo vs in Chriſt our lord; isthe payement of 
| our debts; andthe ſweetening , and appealing 
of that wrath , which our ſinnes deſerved. 


doubr not of that Paſfion , which he endured for 


feſle, that Chriſt our lord dyed for vs ( he whe 
| Was Luft, for vs, that were yn) if you beleiue 
not, that his death Killed our finnes : and now, 
if they be dead, why do. you feare them ? For 
the Children of Iſrael , whome our lord crew 
out of Egypt, ſeing that their enemies were 
| drowned in the ſea , did not feare , but fung 
praiſes to our lord : taking occaſion rhercot, 
| from thole very enemies, who had perſecuted 
| chem before ; and whome formerly 
feared. And though we haue nor fo affured 
| Faith, thar our finnes arepardoned , as we are 
ſure, that ourlord , dyed for them , { becauſe 


a 


_ ligne of bis friengshipp , and pardon, 
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Why doe you doubr of a pardon, ftnce you 


our finnes 2 Whar doth it profitt you, to con- |. 


they had | 
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; we do not fo certainly knory., that his merits |. | 
are applyed to vs) yetthe new hart, which God Þ 
gave vs, when hecalled'vs to himſelf , may he | 


eby.we may well hope that our finnes alſo] * 


A. 
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arcforgiuen, And beſides that {pers of being his 
{children,, which he gave vs, when he imparted 
{his loue, as the loue of a Father to vs, nay well 
be taken for a particular aſſurance , that inche 
hart of God, we are eſteemed as his ſonnes, - 
| {nce in our harts, ve eſteeme him as our Father. 
[For it is blaſphemie to afirme , that I louing 
God, he should not loue me: ſince that lone 
wherewith I loue him, is neuer giucn me, but 
by his hand, | 
| 1 beſcech you, thinke not of our lord , with 
asbort hart, & a ſiraite , butin great beleife of 
this goodnefle , as we are commaunded, And | 
Yeaſt vp your eyes, to that ſigne of our ſaluation, 
Corift our lord ; who is the aſſurance of our 
ope;and who is ſo acceptable to his Father, ; 
and by whoſe participation, we are alſo made. 


he Throne of God. 


Feake , and poore, it is reaſon you should. 
tinkeſo ſtill, But wbatreaſon is this, why you 
 Fould looſe your confidence ? By Chrift our. 
lord , we were made freinds cFenemies; and, by 
| Fim we are conſerued in his friendsbipp, We 
bad greater impediments to be well with God, 


new God: then now we haue, by the defets, 


s, could not hinder that grace, which was 


| 


Icceptable to him, and we haue aſſured hope, | 
| {through his bloud, ro enicy eternal life, before | 


1 Andific ſceme to you, that your workes are | 


When, we vere ſubic ro our linnes, before. we | 


to which we fall, Sothat, if our former fins |. 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.s6. 


leſſe shall our preſent faults, be able to breake 
of this friendshipp, we being now incorpora- 
tedfn Chrift, who is beloued by his Father, 

A good thing it is for ys to feele our pouer- 
tie, andmilcric : but yet it muſt be with condi- 
tion , that withall , we belciue highly of the 
bountie, and riches of the mercie of God, Aad 


which yee carrie to his ſonne, he hath patience, 
with the faults, which we committ ; when once 
we haue bewailed them, and done true penan- 
ce for them, 


reis goodneſſe enough in God , to make you 
loue him: ſo there is meritt enough in Chriſt our 
lord, tomake you be beloued for his ſake : and 
live you with gratitude, for the benefitts, which'| 
you haue received, as alſo for the pardon of 


be daily accepting of all good occaſions , and 
; cy warres of our lord with ioy : as that In- | 
das Machsbeus did, And God giuing you, that 
which he giues, you may hope, you $hall enjoy} 
his kingdome, though perhaps you may bepurtF 
to ſuffer in temporall fire, for the bay, and ftraw, 
#nd wood, which shall befound in your ſoule. 


Be you euer breathing more and moretowards | 


—_— 


—"—_—E 


tact ——— 
Et ———— —— 


let vs glotifye his goodneſſe in our wickednel- | 
le: fince with ſo much loue he tolerates his chil- | 
dren, who are ſofaultie, ſo weake , and ſo mi- || 
ſerable, Why should you depriue God of the | 
gloric, to haue great latitude of love towards his || 
children > For by reaſon of the faith, and lone, | 


Beleiue therefore now at length, that as the || 


thoſe errours, which you daily committ, And | 


=...  EPIST-I2ES. ' . Ep.g6. 435} 
Profict in ſpiritt: but yet ſo, as thatit may be ace } 
Companyed with quietneſſe , grounded vpon 

| Confidence. For though ic should grow to be 
no more, then now it is, euen-that being care- 
fully kept, will ſuffice for your ſaluation, But 
if you looke onely ypon yourſelf, we arc all (o 
full of faults, that your -ſoule will neuer bee. 

Ewichout diſmay : nor will you perceiue, that 

'Eyou are greatly beloued by our lord. Andthen 

proceeding after ſuch a manner as that , how 

Ewill you be able to ſecue him, and giuegult, to 

Yhis belie piric, which is dwelling in you, For this 

Mſirre is chearefall : and we theoks it, by our an- 

 Yguish, anddiſmay : againſt which $, Paul thus 
dilſwades vs, ſaying, That we muſt not comriſtate 
the holie ſpirit of our lord, The ſummae of all is this, 

 Fthat you muſt know, and conſider your faults: 

Fand that they muſt ſceme very great in your 
eyes: and you muſt bewaile and lamente them 
by Confeſſion and Penance, Bur yet ſtill you mult 
conſider, that thoſe benefitts , which wepolleſ(- 

| Ye ia Coriſt our lord , are greater : by reaſon whe- 
teof , you mult confide yourſelf ro be beloved: | 

gud you muſt doc it with muchthan ketullneſle. 
And if God doe no more , but continue that to 

| FJou , which you haue alreadie , cuen that may 

' Yate , as hath becne ſayd, romake you hope | 

| eternall life, 


Ve? 
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A Letter of the Authaur' to an afflicted woman, He |: 
declares , that affliions come ener throwgh the | 
fault of the partie, or elſe for tryall , and how one 
is to carrie brmſelf in ttibulation. 


"rw He grace and peace. of our lotd Teſws , be | WF 
euer with you, Amen, The true loue, whe- | | 
| rewith I loue you in leſ#s Chriſt, hath cauſed ſo 
| great Comipaſſion in metowards you, inteſpe&t 
of what you ſuffer, thar ic hath moued me to 
 wrice thisJetter, with deſire, that it may ſerue 
you to ſore purpoſe. I know not , my good 
| liſter , whether I shall putt you into anie com- 
fort, or rather, whether I shall nor helpe you'to 
weepe, Nor doe I know , whether or no, I | 
schould tell you , that the trouble, which you | 
have, is good, azidthat you are to carrie it with | 
ioy ; and that I should not graunt, thaticls ill, 
as it ſeemes to you, and that as ſuch you are to | 
fly from it. I ſee , that if manie good men en-] 
dure fuch accidents, as this, there are alſo very | WW 
- | ill men , who endurethe ſame, Andifto ſome, f k 
it be a figne of loue , to others it is aneffe@of | 
 thewrath of God. Our lord putiishes ſotne by | 
theſe meanes, and to, others , who deſerue no'}"* 
punishment, he ſendes thetn as tryalls ; and be l 


pteſcotes them with ar'occaſion of meritt, And 
the thing , which you endure , may 
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4 ory 4 2 God, avon BETAS 
 {orgotten, fince y our farher hath beeve carcfull 
xo corre p ou. as a childe , for feare lealt © 
[you wou! on worſe. And belcive, we | 
14rone though'lþ be.no Pre ropher., har if 
| Our by is mercie \had not hambled you, 
| athdone, you i would per haps baye, Galen 
q Bp ome parte 'of ys, 267g , which had] 
| beene infinerly j World ; a1 { therefore hath he}. 
[7 ou { ſo humble , that on neicher dare, nog 
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| that the enem 'e$ on God” *did endace 
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friends are rempredinthis 
| Thea should I nor-be' com-" 
ereby '? Tob the holie'mas; faw'him- 
wy info fadidcaſe;thithsfifd: Fhave 


ID LG things had patlid 3histiate, | 
1 that he ſeemed" to be'fallen ad deſpayre.” Bur 
" \rotheende, that we-may ſee. that indegde he' 


{'didnot deſpabre , he tofu y goes ro asken 
| die Zandhe.;1 Who askes ihinitis; deſp aite#wide, - 


© "Dauid Gayd ;"24 wee! f os . that "God 

I bad Ceft ir Uliahe ont of br febt ; andthat be ſaw | 

bimfdlf covered with obſcuritie, and darkeneſſe, and 

| environed then by the ſorrowes'of death; and the dun- 

I tr of bell" And hefayrh, chatfuchthing 5 bee 
'pened to him, as no mati'willy 


v e throughwhoſe hatt'ehey. had paſſed.” 
+. 1 will omitt the tribulations of $, Paul, | 


hich werecauſed by Satan, and which tadc 
m-hang downo the head; for of theſe you] 
hearc enpotber: DN the tiges "of 
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key of affli fon Make veopmng E you | 
Pallpare napoore licle potr, & char chey haue | 
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cure > Sr code %s Mn f che fur: 
they caſk you here $a as2 thing | 
by toe Meg Thoſe ports are oped we, 

wed look gheig. patience jn. the furnace of | 


on; burLcopkidein our Lordghas you [ 
[43be : 6 ooo erchs wikomraoy hn. 
| | Suffer now. 4 Jitle, for: quickly the whole. | 
[apr orblcrercden a og 
| gs ©, gc ts 
\perſecu - mah 5s he will cooks | 
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33 A. Toni God Iris ff TT; 
| parte iti you, fnce hefollowes ye 
Ehekad you you in histiand; he wot 
you.'Ir's a fighe; that you'tre 
his kiogdome, ſincehehath api | 
ny ſquadrons of armed menafter'y6u. Los. 
"You are paſſinF'our of the datkenefle of | 
Egypt, tharyou tnay goe to the Tand, "Which | 
[or Lordharh | you ; ; aind'now behol- |, 
"de, how Pharaofollowes you, wie his whole F 
|artnie. You finde all' wa RN turt'y ag < 
| you, The reddfea is befor you, and' e-Þ 
;mieSarebebinde you; af © you Hey, Tek” 
| meanes, wheitbyto eſcape, 2; haut] 
| ; good hope, bf you ſhall: voriders, 
Exod, which oc Lent wether NE ord wil 
;and you ſhall bue-holde y& 


; ord will open Way rho 
i ens IE 
| ſerueyoy forawalt , '1borh' oi "th 
hatid, «1d'6n the jefry ndyonThallpat 'F 
fo® muth'4 peel 6ut" SHEN 
ek midſt of your eribulations', 4h4d1; - 
|teniptations}” whereas your efiemics (h if1-be|. 
drowned therein!® ©) 51005 1.2 39h: 
"Doe but coticeiti, whatdoy: tha 
when (al the people of G84 beiny 
rh#ou gh the gerous ſe#6fthis'yo {Ut 
| raft Hieſel Pri Mayie (who was FealeCin &: 
\perſon of that other Marie the ſiſter - 
F dyſes) ſhall beginne eo Gag that Canticle of $3 


xx erjumphs ar and | whenyou 1 in comp 
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|. And to.rhe ende, that you may be yer more 
. ', ! $2-+% 3 | , g.* + Is | FU | 
i {<omforted, know from me, that you; haue no | 
F |cauſec any.ſcruple; for your calc is rather,that 
T iy zorment, then that youc6mitt hinne, 


; Foun 


2 ; you: conſent nor» freely to thoſe 
© jremprations;, nor delight. yourſelf in thoſe 
EF irhoughts., which the deuilloffers ; and defire 

+ | not; for your parte, fo much as to-thinke the- 
1 reof, what.cauſc of ſcruple can you haye? And 
| youſhallbeleiue ME,ASA MAN, 7 4 


or. {6 that 


| 


zl bel Kknowes 
F |} your conſcience well, that bowſocuer you may 
* thinke, that you haue giuen conſent ; tis but 
Þ | feare, whichmakes you: thinke ſo ; as it hap- 


- 


- 


xnstothem, who are ſicke of feauers, or be 
J fubiect toany ſtrong paſſion. Let this ſerue rg 
| | Excuſe you, for thar which is paſt ; bur not to 
| | diſcharge you from being diligent jn the furu- 
Ire, And though ſome litle thing should haue 

*|ſtucke to. you , and-though you. bad ſuffe- 
| red ſome hbghr hurt, yerſo Jong as. you render 
| not, nor yeilde rontelk bs þc ouercome, the 
| very wounds, which haue beene received by 
| agic manat ares inthe ſeruice of a king, haue 
{beautie and gloric in his fight. 
| __  Thebencfitt, and meritt, which youdraw 

. LILIES . ; . . 
| gutof the victoty, is reater then the prejudice, 
: which ou ſuffer in the confli&, and therefore 
{ler nothing trouble y00s Be not degeiued in 

beleiging, thatthoſe imaginations, ortempra- 
| tions are any things of yours ; or wrought by. 
iow, Workes they ateof Lucifer, and varies | 
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: 171A TIT] his eaking, and Imdet = 

pre fend,” {ore ther thar bu affine "A 
thing belonging to bt, 1nd wherewith | 
you hath nothing to.loe. And carrie yourfel | 


iult fo, as y69. would doe, wheh you should | 


heat # man blaſPhitrie , vr ſpeake anie orliet 
fowle deformed wordes : for Which} thoy 
you would be muck in paitie, integarde of 


it was fir you, arg ended Kitt. | 
io it grieue you that the devitt doth | 


he, andthathe will fihatr fori it. S; ith, ' 
that he gloried in his po tiphe tron 1 


offence, which thereby is done'ro Almightic ] 
'God; yer in five, ir would bea kinde of 'com- | 
fort itn forme ref pedtto you, when youſaw,rhat | 


both fay , and doe & ue hithfQF': "and fer\it | 
comfort you to confi, der, that it is fiot , but | 


becauſe the vertue and ſttength of Chriſtout | 7 
| Und, $hined more therein, 


6ur Lord , you will v6 ri Oyce, 5 = 


A6t flame? to you, that( od shewes his tt 
{ti you, fince by the weakeneile of a por 
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be ouercomes the ſtrength! , and courage 
thoſe infetnall Ipowers? wh not. you be | 
6oritent t6be 


_ can] betdnolelloof huge haritie, v 


My good Sifter ,'if mas ou loue Chiift' | 


ſcrable woman, WH6] is indeede brit a vn Ar [ [- 
d&,ard4fick creature, and a kinde cg x 


Chrift SW Lork rhay be glorified? Y ? Es\ te” : 
Iy, t know you will, and that moſt wil li ily ply. 0-4 
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EPIS "LE 8. | "Ep. 57. 441_ 
| you prerende to have noe of that deſire, which | 
4 { you carrie,that our Lotd may be pleaſed coſer- 
8 7 ue himſelf of you, whether it beiri proſperitie, 

"F| or aduerſity, in ſweete or bitter, by way either 
"F{ of loue,, or greife, cither in peace, or warre. 


J 

OurLord i is pleaſed now, thatyou ſerue him 
| in warre, and 25m theincommodiries of hea- | 
te, andcolde, with your weapons by your ſide, 

{ both day and night : being content with bre- 

| ken ſleepes, ut being ſubieRto ſurpriſes, as if 
pwr; ypon the to peof apike : yea and 

( though it will Mid ou molt ) xv mult | 
FF] contente otfiiftobe free abſent from your 
'd king, But after this ſeaſon, there will eome 
F| another, and our Lord will commaunde , that 
{ you ſhall ſerue him in his banketting-houſe, 


&{ where youshallenioy as much, as youcande- | 


" 


| fire. Inthe meanetime, { hovs hall i toyein this, 


| that youaredoeing him e. And I'beſeech 
| him to ſtrengrhen your ſoule, that ſoit may be | 
| able to fight the bartailles of our Lord,and to 
make you a conquerour therein, that fo you 
may Afarus that Crowne of glorie, which he 
hath promiſed to ſuch; as ouercome, Amen, 
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nudes ns ahſn\ 4s boups here 
276i fk t loge and chat ity, which vhe Saints 
in heguen 
Epil6. 1: letter ef the Aathiur to'a A _ 
u, Who was cated Iobn of Ged. He was of Granada, 
wd begged almes for the poore. He animates bins to 
be lone & ſeruice of poore people ; but yet ſo, as that 
wot farget his one particular denotions, p.46 
 Epiſt, 7. A letter to,one who had ge defires 
rue God, bur net the cour woe e to beg in, Spigears 
ber greath to con} fide inGod: He ehes Fre XY) 
'n Certaine ns. who bad offendit bh fr 411 
be pines. yeppedies | both againſt ſeruples an vaine | 
7 Ore. 
. Epift.$ ll letter of the e Authour tea fries end 4,49 
ina 's to ſerue God in good earneſt. e ſhewes 
| i 2 ity and. miſery af ! the world, andthe happines 


is is obra rrumg God. 
Ing « an bm Lad), whoſe bike) 


bode dewotions wap ry badbre wor 

| ot teaches her how to finde peace, ad true 
pole, 5 no I 6th bit in God. And ofthe great 
e th OY wy pround?'rhat the forbearance 
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of the Epiltes. ___ 


Ts neighbours, as apood meanes, Therebyſhe wh 
obtain the guifr of Contemplation. * 

"Epift, 1 1. A letter td denonr freindofhis,u A 
he ſhewes howweake man is weary God, ind bow full 
of firength, when be is placed inthe higgen part Me js 
face'® and what this face is. 9 
|  Epiſt. 12. Alerter of the Arthone , to the Vibe 
[E42),whom f, formerly ht had animated brarcheraf- 
irons with patience. p. 35. 

"Epilf.'x 3. 4 lette# of the Authour 10 a C anallier his 
Pr He ſhewes bow that perſon,who feeles himſelfe 
oWiccbld itt the wayof vertue, bath tt _ to appye- 
ihend it wth ; and ro tine much for t ;hrefeus ill, 
vir; forthe danger, wherin be is of falling into greater 
wie hiefe;and namelyof & hardned hart, which «5 the 
t doore to hell, That vſually this decay of ſpirit, 
gr ves _cither From ingratitude, of negligence. Andl 
laffly * Pea bes of the remedies. © 
Epift.14.. 4 /ertey of the Anthony to a Canallier Fa | 
| freind, whom be perſwades to do his dutic, which is v0 
fp, ht the. Farfall af our Lord again}? the enemy 0 
"Which is the ſelfe- will of man. P+-9 | 
j © 15. Aletrer od agreat Lord, wherein be trea” 
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cially for ſuc ? 4s haut hy particularly fever by 


(87 | 1.142 
"18. Aleiter of the Abo tos | 
ep of we E iphany ,. 07 three Kings rin he | 
(hexwes., how 15.t0 ge aud adore the Infant TJeſws | 
ith thoſe Km mgs, being guided byt the Harre of faith; 
md that fhe 44 to offer hinw{he gould of dinige Lone. 
Nr w_ 
Voag! 19. «fd letter of the Amour to 4 Hep Oh 
int Og 
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ſhewes hat the comming of the H 


Prvnle inthe Apoſtles, & what it works 

iſpoſe themfelyes to receine it, atid how they are to 
[poſe themſclues. | pr 155 
Up pit, 20, A letter. of the Authour to 4 cert 
r Fiegt. He ſhewes bow he may prepare himſelfe.; ana 

t confi Iaerations are meit refs able, when be, ;goe: 
'0, | celebrat at the Altar. Þ- 162 

" Epift. 27. 4 tetrer of the Anthony to ſome deare 
[fretmges of his, who-were 4 ated hy 4 perſecution 


ich was raiſed, againſt them © be animates thens 


Lmuch te Seny the Cro fe » &xd the imitation of| 
brift. onr Lor whereof | 
War. '#: ty 

4: if. 22. Alttter ta « La, who was bee 
Fg Be Comforts} her 18the dxath of her baba 

and 4 -- noun *ber © to Carry. or affiiftions with, 
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1 of the Epiſtles. 
[crate herſelfe to God, he animates ber inthat purpoſes 
{end ſhewes the great bleſſings, which ſhe would fine, 
both in life,and death,by the eſpouſalls which ſhe meant 
. [ro makewith Chrift our Lord. p. 19 r} 
Epiſt. 24.4 lerter written to a denont perſon, wher- 
in is treated of Humility and Pride , and of the lowe 
of God. p. 199 
Epiſt.25. letter of the Authoxr to a per ſon, whom) 
he exhortes to be yratefull and carefull to preſerue the 
[ewift of the grace of God . 1tſcemes , he was in ſome 
feare, that the party was returning to finne. p.214| 
Epiſt. 26. A letter of the Authour to adewored Re- 
| ligious friend of his, who animates him toſeeke God 
by obedience and humility : and teacherh, that recol + 
\leftion of minde muit not be tyed to any certaine 
place. p+ 222 
Epiſt. 27. A letter ofthe Authout to adenont Lady, 
animating her to fight againſt the dewill, and to reſt) 
his temptations. p. 225. 
Epitt. 28. A letter of the Authonr to @ Cardinal 
his friend. p-228 
Epiſt. 29. A letter of the Anuthour to a Virgin,who 
( lived in Kecolletion. Of the valew of a foule, and the 
: hays wheywith it is to be kept from falling. And that if, 
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| Epiſt. 30. A lerter of the Authour to 4 woman, who 

was afflicted wich grieuens, and dangerons temptations. | 
He encoureges her to ſuffer, 4nd ſhewes that the fruite 
{of aflittions is great, when they ave well borne. p.239 
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1it fall, it muſt bane hope, andſo riſe againe. p. 229, 


| |} Epiſt. 31. Aletrer of the Anthour 18 4 perſon, who- 
LH == Rok that he arafredf lute, 
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[the loueof God , and nothing in conformity ok felf- 
_m_. p-249 


ſernants,are to put good men in hope and wicked meu 
in feare. pe2fy 
Epiſt. 33- 4 letter of the Authour, to a Religions 
woman written ina time when ſhe was ſubief to ſome 
erturbations, and perſecutions, about a books which 
Pri, He declares bow ſhe is to car- 
ry herſelfe in Pitituall things ; and which is the ſafeſ? 
[Way, howto treat with God, and to vſe that gift of 
Prayer, which: ſhe had. p.261 
Epiſt. 34« A letter written to a Lady, encouraging 
her 80 beare with patience, the affliftions Which were 
ſent her, by aur Lords p« 268 
Epiſt.35. A letter of the Authour to 8 Religions wo: 
men, who was his gho#tly childe. Of the mercy Which 
God ſhewesto ſuch as he calles to Religion, and of the 
| Exerc1ſes and obligations of 4 Religious Woman. p.276 
Epiſt. 36. 4 /erter of the Authann to aftiend of 
bis, whom God bad called to lead 4ſpitituall life , by 
meanes of his preaching. p. 283 
Epiſt. 37. A Jetter of the Anthont to a Caudllier, 
you be ſought to carry eto the flate of Fw 
þ--209 


Þþ . Epilt 32. A lertcr to a Canallier his freind, wherin| | 
he teacheth how the affliftions which God.fendes to hu 
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Epiſt, 38: A lexter of the aankeas 194 great Wap, 
his friend, whoentred into She ftate af R "SO a 
Society of leſuse 
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.. Epiſt, v4 A letter ofthe Amthonr; 80 ſome Noe 
ples which. had in the be Cryof Exe.  P-ZOr 
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[hisfreind, who was ficke, and deſired toenter into Rev 
ligion. The Authour ſhewes , thatthe carrying of the 


[who went ro Audy at Salamanca, where they madehim 


my vanſt be deeds . He alſo ſhewes the hurts, which 
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ia "of the Epiltles. wi | 
,  Epiſt. 40. A letter of the Authour 40 4 Candallier, 


Rettor of the Vninerfity, He ſheWes that in the buſunes © 
ſeruing our Lord, faint deſires are not ſufficient , but 


multiplicity of buſines brings, to ſuch as are but begin- 
ningto-ſerue God. . - pi Jos 
Epiſt.41. A letter of the Authour to a Lady,wher« 
in he tels her that of all thoſe things which a body might 
chooſe for the ſernice of God, the ſuffering for hs loue 
1s the moſt high and ſafe. . p. 313 
Epiſt. 4-2. A letter of the Authour, to a Canallier 


his goodnes,then our deſerts : and hezperſwades her 
{hare confidence in God. 0 


arethe 'proofe of Faith, and Loxe, in the 


Epiſt. 4 Hf A letter to a Lady, who was 4 Religions 


an dna in greataffiittion. He ſhewes howtrogbles| 
fray 
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ſing him alſo to effeeme them "the rather , becauſe he, | 
had beene initrufted by them. p. 319; 
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#4,” and how confident they ought to be of his dinine 
wetty, in the middeſ} of their troubles. 
© Epiſt. 46. A letter of the Authour to a diſciple of 
i who was become 4 Pruft. He ſhewes that exteriour 
_ muſt be deſired for the ſernice and loue of 
- p- 354 
Epiſt.47. 4 letter of the Authour to a Lord bY 
quality, who was ficke, and very fearfull of death. He 
reaches him how he is to carry himſelfe. p+ 359 
" Epiſt.48 . A letter of the Authour to a Lady Wwho| 
was ficke. He comforts her in her afflictions,and ani 
mates hey to beare them for the lowe of Chriſt our 
Lord, who was ſo afflifted for her.  -p. 3706 
| .Epiſt.4.9. A letter of the Anuthour,to one,who for» 
merly had beene a diſciple of his, then being of the 
Society of Ieſu, was growen te be,at the point of death. 
He congratulates bis departure hence , and bu going 
to enioy the fruites of his labour in his Order ; and be 
ues bim great hope of the eternal kingdome,by meanes 
of the bloud of Chriit our Lord. P4377 
|- Epiſt. 50. A letter of the Authour to 4 Relygious| 
woman, Who was neere her death. He encourages ber, 
and ſbewes how ſhe is to carry her ſelfe , at that _ 
# 23 . 381 
.. Epiſt. $1. A letter ofthe Authour to 4 PL «. - 
did greatly feele the abſence and disfauonr of our Lord. 
He animates her to confide in our Lord; and he aſſig- 
"ned diners cauſes, why God affliftes his ſeruants;and 0 
'the fruu which his digine Mateſty reapes from thece, 
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.» Epiſt. 52. Aletter to 4 Lady, who was « Relivions 
#, 40d in great afflittion . He jbewes pow trom 
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ſhewes the ſubtility of the deuill, and how ſlyly he at- 
tempts ſoules with pride. p- qui] 


{Preacher ,again#i the temptation of diſconfidence, and 


of God; and how confident they ought to be of bis Di- 


our foules, and Wherin we may alſo finde the cure of all 
our miſeries. And that it 1s an enterpriſe of great ho- 
nour to be carrying 4 part of bis Croſſe. P- 412 

Epiſt. 54. 4 letter of the Authour to a Canallier, 
a fremd, and a Diſciple of his. p48 


conraging hey to fight the battiiles of our Lord. He 


Epiſt. 56. A letter of the Amthour to a certame 


of the benefits which we enioy in Chrift our Lord. 


wine Maieſty in the middeſf of their troubles. p.4,00.| 
Epiſt. 53. A letter of the Authour to a Lady . Heb * 


ſbewes how Chriſt our Lord , being placed vpon the 
Croſſe, is that glaſſe, wherein we may ſee allthe ſpots of| 


Epiſt, 5 5. A letter of the Authoxr to a Lady, en-| 


bles arethe proofe of Faith and Lone in the ſernants | "' 
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